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השופר   

  

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
 

 We Need to be Like the Maccabees 

 
Saturday, December 2 - Isaac Schofer becomes a Bar Mitzvah 
9:00 am Shabbat Services 
Sunday, December 3 
9:30 am Chavaya & Café Shaare Tefila 
10:00 am Gan Katan Play Group 
10:30 am Hebrew Conversation Group 
Thursday, December 7 
1:30 pm JCC Coming of Age program 
Friday, December 8 
7:00 pm Shabbat Dinner following services w/ Hazzan Rebecca 
Saturday, December 9 - Birthday Shabbat and Challah & Schmear 
9:30 am Torah study w/Rabbi Layman  
10:15 am Family Shabbat Service 
10:45 am Tot Shabbat 
Sunday, December 10 
9:30 am Chavaya & Café Shaare Tefila 
12:30 pm A Wider Circle - Adult Chesed & Learning Event 
Tuesday, December 12 
Light the first Chanukah candle after sundown  
Wednesday, December 13 - First Day of Chanukah 
10:00 am Men’s Discussion Group 
Saturday, December 16 - Fourth Day of Chanukah 
9:00 am Torah Study  
9:20 am Shabbat Service 
10:15 am Rosh Chodesh Women’s CIrcle 
Sunday, December 17 - Fifth Day of Chanukah 
9:30 am Chavaya & Café Shaare Tefila 
10:30 am Hebrew Conversation Group 
2:00 pm Social Action Program with Jews United for Justice 
Tuesday, December 19 - Seventh Day of Chanukah 
5:30 pm Chanukah Laser Show w/ BSO 
Saturday, December 23 
9:00 am Torah study 
9:20 am Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 30 
9:00 am Torah Study 
9:20 am Shabbat Services 

DECEMBER AT SHAARE TEFILA 
 
SERVICES 
Shacharit: Monday & Thursday: 8:00 am;  
Sunday & Federal Holidays: 8:45 am  
 
Maariv:  Sunday - Thursday: 7:30 pm 
 
Rabbi Layman’s Classes 
Torah: Friday at 9:30 am    Talmud: Sunday at 9:30 am  
Beginning Hebrew Reading: Sunday at 10:30 am  

 
Shabbat Services 
Friday: 6:00 pm   Saturday: 9:20 am (see below for special   
                     Shabbatot) 

2,100 years ago the Greek Empire ruled over Israel and the 
entire Middle East. The Greek provincial ruler, Antiochus, 
had instituted laws that prohibited the Jews from public 
displays of their Jewish belief including being prohibited 
from keeping kosher. The Jews responded at first in two 
ways. Some took the hint and tried to assimilate as much as 
possible into Greek culture and to become Greek them-
selves. Others, in order to maintain their religious rights 
and raise awareness against the oppressive and regime, 
decided to fight. That band of rebels became known as the 
Maccabees. Judah Maccabee and his brothers have since 
inspired people over the centuries to fight for religious 
freedom. 

According to the Anti Defamation League (ADL), incidents 
of anti-Semitic attacks and harassment have risen sharply 
in the past few years. Our country has witnessed an in-
crease of attacks on religious minorities and against people 
of color. Many in our nation have been emboldened by 
these attacks and by what seems to be the condoning of 
these acts by President Trump (see my Rosh Hashanah ser-
mon) to maintain their own racist agenda and attitudes. 
Others cower in fear as they wonder when and where the 
next attack will occur.  

Instead of understanding Chanukah as a quaint holiday in 
which we eat latkes, give gifts and light candles, we need to 
understand that Chanukah has a significant and valuable 
lesson to teach. It is a holiday that should inspire us to 
stand up and speak out. It is a holiday that should motivate 
us to act. It is a holiday that should cause us to come to-
gether for freedom and justice.  

Thanks to Lisa Hedgepeth and our Social Action Committee, 
we, as a congregation, will be working together with the 
local office of the ADL and with Jews United For Justice to 
raise awareness and to act. These programs in our shul and 
in the community  will embolden us in the face of this tide 
of hate. I look forward to seeing you at these activities and 
working with you to be – like Judah Maccabee – instru-
ments of change. 

Wishes for a Happy Chanukah! 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Stuart Carroll 

We are defined by what we do 

 
It’s an eternal debate: If our intentions are pure, but our 
actions are lacking, is the important thing our motivation 
or the end result? 
I’m sort of a “bottom line” kind of person.  While motiva-
tion and intention are crucial to seeing the worth and re-
ward of an action, when all is said and done, I’m of the 
belief that the result of our actions is the ultimate meas-
ure of success. 
To that end, during my remarks at Kol Nidre I mentioned 
several committees that we have formed at Shaare Tefila 
or that I hoped to rejuvenate: Social Action, Israel Affairs, 
Inclusion, Development and a sub-group within Security.   
While all are important to our community, one group that 
especially has the potential to align closely with the goals 
of any Jewish organization is Social Action.  Lisa Hedgepeth 
agreed to chair this committee and, at the same moment, 
Rabbi Layman gave his moving sermon on the first day of 
Rosh Hashanah during which he addressed the diminishing 
levels of tolerance that we have seen.  The Social Action 
Committee held its “re-boot” meeting in October and has 
planned a few events in which I urge you to participate.  
While other opportunities are and remain available to 
make an impact in the community, the committee’s broad 
focus at this time is to combat the voices of hatred and to 
foster an accepting community. 
On December 17, we are partnering with Jews United for 
Justice and local state legislators for a program at Shaare 
Tefila. You will have the opportunity to learn about current 
issues and strategies to combat intolerance.  In January, 
we plan to team with the Anti-Defamation League for the 
“A Community of Difference” anti-bias training.  Social Ac-
tion hopes to partner with a local predominately African 
American church so as to facilitate this effort.    
The goal is to educate, and create a community of volun-
teers able to mobilize as needed in support of tolerance 
and to speak out to the forces of bias and bigotry. 
Our actions speak the loudest.  And they will be louder still 
if we work together.  While we can talk about tolerance 
and acceptance, it is vital that we all stand up, be counted 
and participate.  Will you to be amongst those who partici-
pate in fostering freedom and fairness?  

YOUTH & FAMILY PROGRAMS  
MISSY MANDELL, COORDINATOR 

mmandell@shaaretefila.org   
301-593-3410 X103  

Hiddur Mitzvah 
Beautifying the Mitzvah 

The theme of miracles has a pronounced presence in the 
Chanukah story. We know about the small amount of oil 
that was only supposed to be enough for one day but that 
lasted for eight days. We have heard about the small 
group of Maccabees who were victorious over the strong-
er and larger Greek army. We also know that in this time 
period, we were triumphant over assimilation at a time in 
our history when it was dangerous to practice and live as 
Jews.  
 
It was my family’s custom when I was growing up to light 
as many chanukiot as we possibly could. This tradition 
started from my parents receiving a number of them as 
gifts and lighting 3 or 4 and grew to each person in my 
house (my parents, three brothers, and me) lighting 5 or 
6. The buildup always began about a week before Chanu-
kah. We would set up a huge wooden table in our front 
window, choose where to place our favorites. Change the 
arrangement two or three times. We would call out our 
favorites and ask to light them on a specific night and 
make patterns with the candle colors. We lit our chan-
ukiot every night, proudly displayed them in our front 
window and marveled at the intensely burning light in a 
fashion that could only be described as Hiddur Mitzvah- 
beautifying the mitzvah. The anticipation and preparation 
for our candle lightings made the act even more exciting.  
 
During Chanukah, it is easy to magnify and display 
“miracles.” We light candles, retell the story of Chanukah, 
eat foods that are oily, and share in each other’s compa-
ny. Even long after the candles burn down on the eighth 
night, we can think about what miracles are happening 
every day how we can partake in Hiddur Mitzvah- beauti-
fying the mitzvah.  
 
More details on upcoming youth and family events on 
page 3. Feel free to contact me.  
 

The annual Sisterhood Paid Up Membership dinner on November 13 was an extraordinary evening.   Our thanks to Marjorie 
Fuhrmann and her committee for putting together a fabulous event.   Vivienne Auerbach and the cooking/kitchen crew did 
an outstanding job with dinner. We thank Mike Binder and the Men’s Club for their efforts in serving and cleaning up.   Our 
guest speaker, Dahlia Levin, spoke about her work with The National Center for Children and Families and left everyone 
feeling like they want to volunteer for this worthwhile organization.   Ask someone to tell you her story about the starfish!  

For upcoming Sisterhood programs, look at the Sisterhood calendar on the Shaare Tefila website.   We welcome your sug-
gestions for additional programs and events.   There are many opportunities to be involved whether attending and partici-
pating in an activity, serving on a committee or joining our board.   Contact Fran Weiss for more information.  

Thank you to all who supported our dinner.  Your attendance made it a success! 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Fran Weiss 
 
Contributor: 
Fran Kensky 
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IN MEMORY OF CHARLIE FUTROVSKY 

 
From: Frances  & the entire Futrovsky family 

 
My family and I would like to thank all of you for the in-
credible outpouring of love and support  that you have 
shown us in this difficult time. My children and I wish we 
could personally thank each and every one of you for your 
kind words, cards, emails and the many thoughtful contri-
butions made in Charlie’s memory. It was incredible how 
the Sisterhood and the Chesed Committee rallied to give 
Charlie such a loving and beautiful send off. Charlie’s 
Shaare Tefila family meant so much to him and we are 
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful community. 

 

Thank you. 

KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIP 

The next Enhanced Kiddush and Birthday Kiddush  
will be on December 9.   
 
 

Share your simchas with fellow congregants, send  Sara, in 
the office, your checks and dedications.   
It is just a minimum of $18 to be included.  

For some time we have been offering the opportunity to 
have an enhanced kiddush once a month following our 
Shabbat services.  In addition to celebrating monthly birth-
days we also recognize any milestone or simchas that our 
congregants wish to share.  All that is asked is a minimum 
contribution of $18 and the catering committee takes care 
of the rest.  Everyone has been enjoying the delicious 
treats including cake and ice cream as well as having the 
chance to sit and schmooze with each other while enjoying 
the kiddush. 

We are happy to continue to provide this service for the 
congregation but we need your help with donations.   The 
Catering Committee of the Shaare Tefila Sisterhood is hap-
py to organize these ENHANCED KIDDUSHIM, and we en-
courage our members to continue making donations 
(starting at $18) towards them.  Your names, and the rea-
sons for your donation will be listed in the Shabbat Sheet 
as well as from the bima by either the Rabbi or the Presi-
dent of the shul.  Your generosity will certainly be noticed 
and recognized. 

Let's make those dreary winter months warm and festive 
after services.  Join us for great camaraderie and food as 
well as for fun and friendship.  See you there! 

CATERING COMMITTEE 
Contributor:  
Ethel Levine 

Make your reservation now! 
Our most popular evening event! 

“Night of Sweet Laughter 7” 
Comedy Night 

Saturday, February 3, 8:00 PM 
 Doors Open at 7:30 pm, Show at 8:00 pm  

Tickets $35 per person, $40 after 1/31  

Includes 2 beverage tickets 
Wine & Beer Cash Bar  

and  
Dairy Refreshments after Show  

 

Reserve a table of 12, get a complimentary 
fruit & cheese platter for your table.  

 

Headline Comedian: Louis Ramey 
A finalist on NBC's Last Comic Standing, Louis has had two 
Comedy Central specials, has been featured on 
TV's Gotham Live,  NBC's The Tonight Show with 
Jay Leno, ABC Daytime's The View and 
NBC's Last Call with Carson Daly, among many 
other television appearances in the U.S., Cana-
da and abroad. http://www.louisramey.com/  
 
Featured Comedian: Mark Matusof 
Based in Washington D.C. , Mark has been described in the 
press as: "funny without being vulgar or nasty" and "going the 
smarter, hipper direction to the joke."  He has 
performed at top clubs, colleges, corporate 
events, country clubs, and cruise ships. Sightings 
include: "Night Shift," CNBC's America's Talking 
Network, XM Satellite Radio and the nationally 
syndicated "Bob and Tom" radio show. In addi-
tion, Mark was the opening act for CBS’s David 
Copperfield special. http://matusof.com/
index.html 
 
Featured Comic and Shaare Tefila member: Jeffrey 
Hysen  

 Jeff  takes everyday situations and turns them 
into stories that audiences love — the kind they 
laugh at when Jeff tells them and the kind they 
laugh at again in the days that follow as they 
continue to recognize themselves in Jeff’s hu-
mor.   http://www.jeffhysencomedy.com/ 

 

Reserve your seats on ChaverWeb  

or call Sara  301-593-3410 X 104.   

If you are sitting at a particular table, note that in your 
seating request. 

https://www.chaverweb.net/Congregant/SignUp.aspx?key=S22682041406&sid=1494


PAGE 6 

The Shofar 

Shaare Tefila 
Is pleased to announce our 

Beautiful New  

Yahrzeit Memorial Plaque System 
will be installed this Winter in the Grosberg Baumgart Chapel. 

 

 Haven’t purchased a plaque for your 
loved one(s)? 

Order now before the price increase.   

Current member price:  $400/plaque 

Member price starting 3/1/18 $500/plaque 
 

 
 

 Want to take home the original  
  brass plaque?  
We will have them available soon.  

 Already purchased a plaque at  
  Shaare Tefila? 
No need to repurchase.  
They are included in the new system.   

Shaare Tefila 
Yahrzeit Memorial Wall and Kiosk Order Form 

 
Ordered by:   ______________________________________________ 

CLEARLY PRINT the information requested below.   

 
ENGLISH NAME OF DECEASED ___________________________________ 
 

HEBREW NAME OF DECEASED ________________ben/bat______________(Hebrew name of father 
                                                       and mother) 
 

ENGLISH DATE OF BIRTH  ____________________________________ 
 

ENGLISH DATE OF DEATH  _________________________________ Day? Night? 
 

HEBREW DATE OF DEATH  ____________________________________ 
 

CITY, STATE AND COUNTRY OF BIRTH (Optional)_________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form and a check payable to Shaare Tefila in the amount of: 
___$400 member rate    ___$600 non-member rate 

 
to:  Shaare Tefila *  16620 Georgia Avenue * Olney, MD  20832 

You can also email a .jpg photo and up to 200 words about the deceased to:   
info@shaaretefila.org.  The photo and words will be put into the 

Yahrzeit Kiosk to enrich their memory. 
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BAR MITZVAH AT SHAARE TEFILA 

 

 

 

Isaac Schofer will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Shabbat, 
December 2, Parshat Vayishlach. 

 

 

Isaac is a homeschooled student in the chronological 
equivalent of seventh grade who attends Chavaya reli-
gious school.  Isaac participates with several different 
clubs, such as the 4-H Flying Tigers Aerospace Club, 
CoderDoJoDC (a computer programming club), and Sil-
verSat (a club with the mission to put a satellite into low
-earth orbit).  Isaac has been a volunteer at Brookside 
Nature Center feeding the birds, cleaning the water fea-
tures, and staffing exhibits at their various events for the 
last four years.  Isaac also enjoys volunteering at the Kid 
Museum, where he helps run their amateur radio sta-
tion.  Isaac has not chosen a specific mitzvah project yet, 
but it will likely relate to his current volunteer work.  

 

Havdallah Experience - Mizrachi Night 

Machar/Bonim Laser Tag 
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ROSE AND GEORGE TELLER PRESCHOOL 
GATES OF DISCOVERY 

Beth Adler, Preschool Director 

Mailboxes for the Bumblebees! 

CHAVAYA 
Aviva Janus, Education Director 
 

 

We believe that children learn by constructing their under-
standing of the world with peers. This is called the social 
constructivist approach to learning. Jean Piaget, an early 
20th century psychologist, developed the idea of construc-
tivism. Lev Vygotsky, a contemporary of Piaget and also a 
psychologist, added the social component to this idea. This 
approach suggests not to teach children what children can 
find out for themselves. The crucial role is to prepare rich 
learning contexts and environments that will propose chal-
lenges to children and help them be the authors of their 
learning processes. An example of this is below. 

One morning, we introduced a wooden box to one of our 3-
year old classes and set it on the counter. The children 
were curious about it. The teachers decided to ask the chil-
dren about it during the class morning meeting. As they 
examined it, Oliver and David hypothesized that it was a 
mailbox. The other children concurred. 

They decided to use the mailboxes to share messages with 
each other. They dedicated one drawer for each of them, 
but then they encountered another problem. How will the 
friends know which drawer belongs to whom?  

Coco suggested that she could "draw my name", and she 
ran to the writing center to begin. David, Natalie, Ethan, 
and Oliver agreed with Coco. They all wanted to draw let-
ters or signs for their mailboxes.  

Coco wrote her name on a big sheet of paper. Then she 
realized her paper was too big to put on the small drawer. 
Once again, the Bumblebees gathered in the meeting area 
to brainstorm. Natalie suggested that they cut the paper to 
fit it on the mailbox. Coco and Natalie together went back 
to the writing center and cut the paper to a smaller size. 
Then she went to the mailbox to ensure that it fit before 
she wrote her name. Other children borrowed this ap-
proach and, depending on their familiarity with symbolic 
language, wrote their names, their initials or a symbol to 
represent their ownership of a particular box. 

Even though the children wrote their names on the mail-
box, they had trouble recognizing each other's mailboxes. 
The children brainstormed once again. 

By introducing a situation where they hypothesized the 
children would need to write, the teachers created an en-
thusiasm and desire to improve this skill in the children in 
their class. By giving students opportunities to brainstorm 
when problems arose and not offering solutions, the teach-
ers allowed for multiple layers of learning to occur. 

To be continued…. 

 

Exploring the mailbox Drawing my name 

Parent Participation Day in Kitah Alef was well received. 
Morah Emily read The Shabbat Box by Lesley Simpson, 
Hazzan Rebecca led us in Shabbat songs and we sang the 
brachot over candles, wine and challah.  The students were 
busy creating challah covers, kiddush cups, candlesticks and 
a personalized box for their projects.  The boxes were lined 
with felt and pictures from magazines and Jewish calendars.  
These keepsake boxes will be used by the students through-
out their Jewish education as they continue to deepen their 
understanding of Shabbat. Thank you, Morah Emily, for 
your planning and preparation.    
Kitah Bet, Kitah Gimel and the teens visited the Uriah P. 
Levy Jewish chapel at the Naval Academy in Annapolis.  
Chaplain, Rabbi Yoni Warren, serving as the eleventh rabbi 
in the United States Navy, provided us with a guided tour of 
the facility. The chapel is designed to resemble a ship com-
plete with “sails” in the upper level made of woven steel 
suspended from nautical rigging.  There is a great deal of 
Jerusalem stone as well as wood in the breathtaking space. 
Chaplain Warren shared that as part of the intake, when a 
new class of midshipmen and women report for duty they 
are asked their religion. Very few of them identify as Jewish 
but as their comfort level increases, they are more likely to 
embrace their true religious identity. Chaplain Warren 
leaves next month for a three year posting aboard a ship.   
We learned that as one of the few Jewish Americans in the 
U.S. Navy, Uriah P. Levy was the target of prejudice and was 
court-martialed six times for his response to anti-Semitic 
insults. He was a veteran of the War of 1812, the first Jew-
ish Commodore of the US Navy and was instrumental in 
helping to end the Navy’s practice of flogging. Commodore 
Levy’s hero was Thomas Jefferson, a man who stood for 
religious freedom. The Levy family bought Monticello, 
Thomas Jefferson’s home, beautified it, and donated it to 
the American people.   
At the Naval Academy, there is a plaque for Shaare Tefila’s 
own hero, Darin Pontell who graduated from the Academy 
and lost his life on September 11 at the Pentagon.  Each 
year one of the midshipmen who shares Darin’s commit-
ment to chesed and kindness receives a sword in his 
memory.  Chaplain Warren shared a story with us of his 
first meeting with Darin Pontell, of blessed memory.  
As we continue to learn about heroes this year, we will visit 
Arlington National Cemetery and learn about the life of the 
grandfather of one of our own Chavaya students.  In addi-
tion, we plan to cook and deliver food to local heroes, vol-
unteers at the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Station.     

Lastly, our appreciation to Donna 
Colletta for her generous donation 
of Hebrew books in memory of her 
father, Reuven Yalon, a long time 
Shaare Tefila member.  
Todah Rabba. 

(Pictures Continued on p. 9) 

Naval Academy Jewish Chapel 
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MORNING MINYAN 

SPECIAL NOTE 
Saying Kaddish?  
Please inform Rabbi Layman a week 
prior to be assured a morning minyan.  

 

Become a regular at  minyan. 
You will be warmly welcomed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, December 8, 6:00 pm  
Shabbat Services 

followed by Shabbat Dinner 
 

Chanukah Themed Menu 
Polynesian Teriyaki salmon 
Polynesian Teriyaki tofu 
Macaroni and cheese 
Roasted green beans 
Latkes with sour cream and applesauce  
Salad 
Dessert 
 

Adults: $18 (non member: $22) 
Children 5 - 18: $10 (non member: $12) 
Max: $54 per member family 
 
 

Sign up on ChaverWeb by  

Tuesday, December 5  

or contact Sara in the office  

smiller@shaaretefila.org. 

Kitah Alef student with his 
Shabbat Box  

Chavaya students at the Uriah P. 

Levy Center  in Annapolis 

CHESED COMMITTEE IN SEARCH OF ...... 
Contributor: Joyce Feinstein 

      

    Do you have a driver’s license?
Have you just retired? 

Are you thinking of retiring?  Mazal Tov! 
Do we have an opportunity for you!! 

(as well as for anybody else who would like to volunteer!)  
 

One of the functions of the Chesed Committee is to or-
ganize and to help provide rides needed by congregants 
to doctor's visits, dental visits, etc .  
 

We have a dedicated core of people who provide these 
needed rides, but the Chesed Commitee would like to ex-
pand this group of drivers. We urge you to consider be-
longing to this group of drivers. 
 

There will be a brief orientation meeting in January. If you 
are interested or have additional questions, contact me: 

joyce.feinstein@gmail.com or 240-428-1329 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Contributor: Lisa Hedgepeth 
 
 
Shaare Tefila has a new Social Action 
Committee.  Following the awful 
events in Charlotesville, VA this past 
summer, we have created this com-
mittee with the intention to become 

more educated and involved in issues of social jus-
tice.  Our first program is scheduled for Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th from 2:00-4:00pm.   
 

We will be partnering with JUFJ (Jews United for Justice) 
and a few legislators from our local district to discuss spe-
cific issues and the legislative agenda around them.    
 
In January, we plan to bring representatives from the Anti
-Defamation League (ADL) to Shaare Tefila for a presenta-
tion on bias.  Please check the website and your inbox for 
more events and information. 

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP 
December 13  
 
Bill Sumner is a docent at the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. At the December 13th meeting, he will speak 
about the Museum's outreach to student and police 
groups and will present a historical overview of the Holo-
caust.  

https://www.chaverweb.net/Congregant/SignUp.aspx?key=S22682041406&sid=1498//SHAAREFS/Users/smiller/My%20Documents/ACME
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 

If a family member or another congregant is 
hospitalized or needs help from the Shaare Tefila 

Community, please notify the office or Rabbi Layman 
as soon as possible. 

Contact the office or Rabbi Layman 

(301) 593-3410   

LOOKING TO JOIN SHAARE TEFILA? 

Contact:  
Stacey Lynch, Membership VP 
membership@shaaretefila.org 
 

Jill Goldwater, Executive Director  
jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org  
301-593-3410 X 101 

   BUY SCRIP     

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
IT’S NOT JUST KOSHER MARKETS & GROCERY STORES  
Contributor: Judy Beiser 

Shop for the December Holidays! 

Order and receive your gift cards in less than a week.  
Support Shaare Tefila! 
 

The list of stores is extensive: 
 
JUST ADDED:  
Princess Cruise Lines - $100,  
Royal Caribbean - $100, $500 
 
WE CONTINUE TO CARRY: 
Bed Bath & Beyond, TJ Max, Home Goods, Marshalls, CVS, 
L.L. Bean and hundreds more… 
 

Contact Judy Beiser for more information: 
 judy.beiser@verizon.net. 
 
 

Active vendors: 
Giant Food - $100, $50, $25, $10 
H Mart - $20 
Moti’s Market - $50 
Shalom Kosher Market - $100, $50 
Shopper’s Food Warehouse - $100, $50, $10 
ShopRite - $100, $50 
Starbucks - $25, $10, $5 
Safeway - $100 , $25 

To buy scrip, contact the office or call:  

Judy Beiser 301-598-2082  
Barbara Fink 301-438-3149 
Rita Rubinstein 301-816-9686  
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 

SHAARE TEFILA IS HOSTING  
JCC Coming of Age event 

 

Professor Naomi Daremblum 
Lecture: “Jews of Brazil” 

From the Portuguese conquest to present day 
 

When: Thursday, December 7,  1:30 pm- 3:00 pm  
RSVP by November 30 to JCC 301-348-3809  

Cost $7, $8 at door 

DONATIONS OF BOOKS FOR USE AT SERVICES 

Please consider donating a book in memory of or  
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a  
special life event. Contact Sara in the office. 

Siddur $54 

Machzor $36 

Large Type Machzor $54 

 
 
 
 

Come Celebrate Your December Birthday  
At Shabbat Kiddush following services 

December 9 
 

Recognize a person or event in your life or  
remember a loved one. 

 Donate to the Enhanced Kiddush,  
  “Challah & Schmear “ Today  

 Contact Sara  in the office     smiller@shaaretefila.org 

THE MONTH OF TEVET IN JEWISH HISTORY 

 
Tevet 12 
 
In 1936, the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra performed its inau-
gural concert. Its members were 75 Jewish musicians from ma-
jor European orchestras who had made Aliyah. The concert was 
conducted by Arturo Toscanini.  
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TOT SHABBAT  
Led by: Mara Lansky 
 

Who: Young Children & Families  
What: Morning Shabbat Program  
When: Shabbat, 10:45 am - 11:30 am 

SAVE THE DATE   
 
December 
Friday, December 8 - Shabbat/Chanukah Dinner 
Sunday, December 10 - A Wider Circle - Adult Chesed & Learning Event 
Sunday, December 17 - Social Action Program with Jews United for Justice  
Tuesday,  December 19 - Chanukah Laser Show 
 
January 
Saturday, January 20 - Havdalah Experience 3 
Monday, January 22 - Sisterhood Adult Coloring 
Sunday, January 28 - The Great Challah Bake 

 

PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG FAMILIES 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
December - January 

FAMILY SHABBAT INCLUDES: 
HAZZAN REBECCA,  SHABBAT DINNER, FAMILY SERVICE, TOT SHABBAT, BIRTHDAY SHABBAT 

Programs Friday Evening through Saturday 
Join in at any point 

Friday Evening: 6:00 pm 
Saturday morning: 10:15 am  

 
 

Questions?  Contact Missy Mandell mmandell@shaaretefila.org - 301.593.3410 X 103 

GAN KATAN PLAYGROUP 
Led by: Mara Lansky 
 

Who: Children preschool age and their parents 
What: play, story time, crafts, and snack - Free 
When: Sundays , 10:00 am 

RSVP to Cilla  Grosberg: drgmrs@aol.com 

WOMEN’S ROSH CHODESH CIRCLE 
Led by: Susan Rubenstein 
 

           

Rosh Chodesh Kislev - Shabbat, December 16 

Rosh Chodesh Shevat - Shabbat, January 20 

Rosh Chodesh Adar - Shabbat, February 17 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosh Chodesh Nissan - Shabbat, March 17 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar -  Sunday, April 22 

Rosh Chodesh Sivan - Shabbat, May 12 

December 9 
February 24 
March 10 

April 21 
June 2 December 3 

January 21 
March 18 

April 22 
May 6 

December 8-9 February 23-24 April 20-21 

Starting time: 10:15 am or when the Torah service begins  
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TRIBUTES  
October 1, 2017 - October 31, 2017 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Andrea Z. Tilles  

Memorial Chesed Fund 

In Honor Of: 
 Susan Levin's recovery 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Chesed Committee Members 
 Gary & Betsy Morgenstern 
 

In Memory Of: 
 Charles Futrovsky 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Hal & Elaine Stein 
 Helen Solomon 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Julian & Frances Leidman 
 Larry & Ellie Alpert 
 Marvin & Diane Schneider 
 Perry & Stephanie Buckberg 
 Ronnie & Gale Greenbaum 
 Harold Schlaffer 
 Susan Levin  
 Hal & Elaine Stein 
 Carl & Beryl Tretter 
 Sonia Taylor 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 Rose Schlaffer 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 

Building Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Jennie Harkaway 
 Barbara Harkaway 

 Charles Futrovsky 

 Barbara Harkaway 
 Barry & Sandra Handloff 

Speedy Recovery to: 
 Sarah Hirshfield 
 Audrey Haber 
 Saul Cohen 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 

Charles Futrovsky  
Endowment Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Charles Futrovsky 
 Art Podolsky 
 Arthur & Judith Kirsch 
 Audrey Haber 
 Barbara Fink 
 Burt & Judy Goldberg 
 Daniel Snow 
 David & Rhona Byer 
 Diana Epstein 
 Diane Rosenberg 
 Elisa Rothfeld Chaze 

 Harriet Moore 
 Harvey & Barbara Weise 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 Jeffrey & Frances Weiss 
 Judith Beiser 
 Larry & Ellie Alpert 
 Law Office of Futrovsky Forster & 
  Scherr Chtd. 
 Lionel & Charlotte Shapiro 
 Marcia Friedman Katz 
 Marilyn Cohen 
 Mark & Karen Kaufman 
 Matthew & Jennifer Gerst 
 Michelle & Arden Farni 
 Michelle & Josh Narotsky 
 David & Laura Torchinsky 
 Nancy Rubin 
 Paul & Sheryl Tilles 
 Paula Levine 
 Ralph & Phyllis Gittleson 
 Richard & Jill Finci 
 Rita Rubinstein 
 Ronald & Gayle Miller 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Steven & Dorye Harfenist 
 Steven & Ellen Gittleson 
 Susan & David Fink 
 Zelda Rosenthal 
 Norman Weissberg & family 
 

Chavaya  
In Memory Of: 
 Reuven Yalon 
 Frank & Donna Colletta 
 

Education Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Adriana Sandler 
 Gilda Kuritzky 
 Gan Katan 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Lanny & Cathy Plotkin 
 Marilyn Pontell 
 Ethel Levine 
 Marty & Ruth Gutstein 
 Susan Levin 
 Marty & Ruth Gutstein 
 Shaare Tefila 
 Rabbi Robert & Ruth Layman 
 Ruth Newhouse 
 Sarah Nachlas Cohen and  
  Michael Cohen’s marriage 
 Stan & Fran Kensky 
  
 

In Memory Of: 
 Charles Futrovsky 
 Aaron & Rita Weisstuch 
 Al Kliman 
 Alan Deresh & Linda Wertlieb 
 Ann Berman 
 Anne Shuman 
 Arnold & Maris Binder 
 Aronson LLC 
 Bernard & Janyse Weisz 
 Bernie & Natalie Fish 
 Charles & Rhona Fink 
 Chuck & Susie Mann 
 Donald & Carol Helfer 
 Edwin & Adele Cohen 
 Eileen Smith 
 Frances Rothfeld  
 Gary & Jane Blum 
 Gertrude Flom 
 Gilda Kuritzky 
 Gloria Tempchin 
 Helen Sandler 
 Herbert & Aleen Chabot 
 Ila Swartz 
 Irma Hirschman 
 Jack & Diana Binder 
 Jerry & Micheline Rosenthal 
 John & Nancy Petro 
 John & Susan Bloomfield 
 Judith Hyman 
 Larry & Lisa Cines 
 Larry & Sandra Brockman 
 Larry Hirschman 
 Leonard & Beth Sloan 
 Leonard & Linda Greenberg 
 Linda Koricki 
 Mala Berman 
 Marilyn Pontell 
 Matthew Bogin &  
  Emily Stashower 
 Max Kantzer & Patricia    
  Greene 
 Melvin & Evelyn Tabach 
 Michael & Karyn Simon 
 Paul & Irene Sacher 
 Paula Rubenstein 
 Rabbi Daniel & Louise Zemel 
 Richard & Sandra Brusca 
 Rob & Marsha Epstein 
 Robin Cohen 
 Ruth Newhouse 

 Sam Crook & Ellen Lodwick 
 Sondra Brody 
 Stephen & Cheryl Quitt 
 Sudhalter Family 
 Sue & Gary Tabach 
 Susan Spence 
 Susan Straus 
 Sarah Sandler 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Robert Solomon 
 Alisa Levy 
 Gary & Kathy Brill 
 Irving Podolsky 
 Art Podolsky 
 Jane Wendy Harkaway 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 Victor Romano 
 Gabriel Romano 
 Leonard Tracer 
 Harvey & Judy Peritt 
 Vera Vitanza 
 Harvey & Judy Peritt 
 Ruth Bresler 
 Judy Bresler 
 Cecil Gelburd 
 Jules & Zelma Fink 
 Lillian Platt 
 Jules & Zelma Fink 
 Irving Jaffe 
 Ken & Karen Lefler 
 Bess Zajic 
 Kenneth & Lois Zajic 
 Rose Shapiro 
 Liane Lunden 
 Sidney Shein 
 Linda Shein 
 Eleanor Komisarof 
 Linda Shein 
 Lillian Shein 
 Linda Shein 
 Ethel Goldstein 
 Morty & Ina Goldstein 
 Beverly Greenspan 
 Paul & Lenore Kelner 
 Max Blank 
 Paul & Lenore Kelner 
 Louis Lipsky 
 Phillip Goldman 
 John Leidman 
 Roanne Leidman 
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                    Thought of the Month                       From: Rabbi Layman  

SHAARE TEFILA 
16620 GEORGIA AVE.   OLNEY, MD 20832 

301-593-3410    WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 102 

Hazzan 
Rebecca Pohl Apt 
crpohlapt@shaaretefila.org 
 
President 
Stuart Carroll 
president@shaaretefila.org 

Executive Director 
Jill Goldwater 
jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 101 

 
Office Administrator 

Sara Miller 
smiller@shaaretefila.org 

301-593-3410 X 104 

Preschool Director 
Beth Adler 
badler@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 105 

Education Director 
Aviva Janus 
ajanus@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 106 

Youth & Family Programs 
Coordinator 
Missy Mandell 
mmandell@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 103 

THE MONTH OF KISLEV IN JEWISH HISTORY 

 
Kislev 26 
 

On this day in 1763, the Touro Synagogue in Newport Rhode 
Island was dedicated. It is the oldest existing synagogue in 
the United States. It was founded by Spanish Portuguese 
families who came from Curacao in the West Indies. George 
Washington issued a famous letter to the congregation 
promising religious freedom. In 1946 it was declared a Na-
tional Historic Site. The synagogue is named for Judah Touro 
who left funds in his will for the upkeep of the Jewish ceme-
tery and synagogue. 
 
Kislev 27 
 

In 1966, Israeli author, Shmuel Yosef (Shay) Agnon was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. His writings reflect 
on the conflict between traditional Jewish life and language 
and the modern world while capturing the fading traditions 
of the European shtetl. Born in the Ukraine, Agnon moved 
to Israel at age 20. He spoke in Hebrew at the award cere-
mony saying: “As a result of the historic catastrophe in 
which Titus of Rome destroyed Jerusalem and Israel was 
exiled from its land, I was born in one of the cities of the 
exile. But always I regarded myself as one who was born in 
Jerusalem.” 

 

In their discussion of Chanukah,  the rabbis ask what seems to be a very innocuous question. How should we light the candles? 
Rabbi Shammai said that we should light 8 candles on the first night and decrease the number of candles until we light one on 
the last night. Rabbi Hillel said the opposite, that we should light one candle on the first night and increase the number till we 
light 8 on the last night. Though it might not seem to matter how many candles we light, the question reflects an attitude of 
the rabbis toward spirituality and joy.  
By following Rabbi Hillel’s approach (as we do today) the rabbis teach that we are supposed to increase our joy and heighten 
our awareness of the meaning of the miracle of Chanukah every night. We shouldn’t focus all the attention on gifts and family 
gatherings on the first night and then see every other night as an after thought. Rather we need to keep retelling the story, 
keep enjoying the holiday until we are happiest on the last night. It may be challenging to do so but the rabbinic approach to 
the holiday is one to try to accomplish. 

   Goldie Goldstein 
   Rose Halpern 
   Samuel Goldstein 
   Rose Halpern 
   Miriam Widman La Porte 
   Ruth Newhouse 
   Jeannette Sragow 
   Ruth Newhouse 
   Irving Leon Sragow 
   Ruth Newhouse 
   Hal Schlaffer 
   Saul & Sherry Cohen 
   Rose Franklin 
   Sheila Marcus 
   Israel Resnick 
   Stephen & Freda Resnick 

  

 Speedy Recovery to: 
  Saul Cohen 
   Judith Beiser 
   Ronald & Gayle Miller 
 

 Programming 
 In Honor Of: 
  Havdallah Experience 
   Jack & Bess Teller 
 

 Machzor Dedication 
 In Memory Of: 
  Charles Futrovsky 
   Harold & Gloria Heyison 
   Julian Rosenberg & Zella  
    Shabasson 

Nathan Rubinstein  
Youth Fund  
Speedy Recovery to: 

  Saul Cohen 
  Rita Rubinstein 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of: 
  ShaareTefila 
  Egon & Inge Guttman 
  Marvin & Sylvia Levy 
  Hy & Cilla Grosberg 
  Gary & Stacy Levine   
  Rabbi Jonah Layman 
  Stanley & Frances Alper 

  

In Memory Of: 
  Charles Futrovsky 
  Ann Loeb 
  Ron Weiner 
  Gary & Stacy Levine 
 

 Siddur Dedication  
  In Memory Of: 
   Charles Futrovsky 
   Morton & Phyllis Lessans 

TRIBUTES  (Cont’d) 
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Cantor Emeritus Gershon E. Levin, z”l 
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