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In our Rotary world, September has been designated Basic 
Education and Literacy month. As our  leadership has 
outlined, 67 million children in the world have little or no 
access to education and millions more over the age of 15 are 
functionally illiterate.  The goal of Rotary International is to 
strengthen the capacity of communities to support basic 
education and literacy.  A successful literacy program of the 
Rotary Foundation brought a concentrated language 
teaching method to remote villages in Thailand.  The 
project, funded by Foundation global grants, taught tens of 
thousands of children and their parents to read and write in 
the Thai language, prompting the Thai government to adopt 
this same program for use in the entire country. 
 
Closer to home, Rotary is uniquely qualified to address 
regional needs in order to foster literacy in people of all 
ages.  In our 11 county District, the National Assessment of 
Adult Literacy estimates that 11 percent or 119,460 of our 1 
million adults lack basic literacy skills. Many thousands 
more struggle to function effectively in today's society.  
Research shows that the only behavior measure that 
correlates significantly with reading scores is the number of 
books in the home. The Literacy Crisis: False Claims, Real 
Solutions, 1998. It is also shown that two-thirds of students 
who cannot read proficiently by the end of 4th grade will 
end up in jail or on welfare. Juel, 1998. Finally, The 
National Commission on Reading, 1985 found the single 
most significant factor influencing a child's early  >> 

educational success is an introduction to books and being 
read to at home prior to beginning school. As Sandie and I 
have traveled the District and addressed over 40 Clubs, we 
have listened to the many childhood literacy programs that 
our Clubs currently employ.  From the wide spread 
dictionary project for our third graders to books on buses, 
little libraries, bookcases for children and back packs for 
school age children, we are making a difference in our goal 
to strengthen the capacity of our communities to support 
basic education and literacy. Let us continue to provide for 
our communities.  Begin or expand your literacy projects in 
your Club. Attend the District Literacy Seminar on 
September 17th in Clifton Springs.  The Guest Speaker, 
Kathryn Yarlett will present the topic: Preparing our 
Children for Kindergarten Readiness, What we can do as 
Individuals and as Communities.   
 
September also begins the return of our successful ONE 
ROTARY SUMMIT  program which joins together Rotary 
leaders to exchange ideas on energizing and boosting your 
club for growth, service and public interaction. Rotarians 
are Leaders! Engage fresh new thinking and take home 
hands-on tools to strengthen membership, public image and 
involvement in Foundation programs.  At the Seminar we 
will talk about new things in Rotary . . . share techniques on 
how to leverage on our service projects and activities in 
attracting new members . . . talk about the 100th year of The 
Rotary Foundation . . . and . . . explore new tools and 
resources on making our Rotary Clubs more vibrant. 
Through the efforts of PDG Norma Madayag-Reilly and her 
team of dedicated District leaders, we are offering three 
seminars located throughout the District beginning on 
September 17th and continuing on September 24th and 
October 8th.  Please visit our District website 
www.Rotary7120.org  for information and registration.  
 
And finally, I once again urge all Rotarians to save the date 
of November 9th to attend the Eastern Cities Fellowship 
Dinner at the Rochester Riverside Convention Center.  Our 
keynote speaker will be the current Rotary International 
President, John Germ.  This multi-district, international 
event showcases Rotary at its finest, and presents the 
perfect opportunity for new and seasoned members alike to 
share in the fellowship of Rotarians. The Eastern Cities 
Fellowship Dinner is also a great opportunity to introduce 
prospective members to a glimpse of Rotary in action. 
 
Yours in Rotary Service, 
 

DG Tom 
 
 

District Governor Tom Rogers  
Home Club - Canandaigua, NY 

http://www.rotary7120.org
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ONE ROTARY SUMMIT 

(MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR) 
 

“The Impact Begins with You!!!” 
 
To all Rotarians of District 7120: 
 
Rotarians continually look for ways to make their clubs bigger, better and bolder 
than what it is right now!  

 
You are invited to come and attend one of the three Membership Development 
Seminars scheduled this year to find out how. 

 
There is still time to register:  
 

Here are the Dates & Locations of these seminars: 
 

Saturday, September 17, 2016      8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 
St. John Vianney @ St. Mary’s O’Malley Hall                Sessions start promptly at 9:00 
32 Main Street, Bath, NY 

Registration for this site has been extended to Sept. 14
th

. 
Send email to PDG Norma ASAP at leonora@frontiernet.net 

 

Saturday, September 24, 2016     8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.    Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 
Newark Garden Hotel      Sessions start promptly at 9:00 
125 N. Main Street 
Newark, NY 
Registration deadline for this site is September 21, 2016. 
 

Saturday, October 8, 2016          8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.           Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. 
Rush United Methodist Church                 Sessions start promptly at 9:00 
6200 Rush-Lima Road 
Rush, NY 
Registration deadline for this site is September 27, 2016. 
 
 

Register now by emailing PDG Norma at leonora@frontiernet.net or calling her at 585-425-
4812. Registration deadlines for the Bath site has been extended till Sept. 14

th
… 

 
We look forward to seeing each one of you at one of these seminars!  
 
      

From the District Membership Development Committee members, 

(PDG Norma, PDG Glenn Balch, Drew Ashley, Carl Grovanz, Daniel Kelley & Gary Reilly) 

mailto:leonora@frontiernet.net
mailto:leonora@frontiernet.net
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

FOR THE ROTARY  
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

 

 
 

October 29, 2016 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Canandaigua Inn on the Lake 

770 South Main Street 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

 
TO REGISTER: 

Go to www.rlinea.org 
 Click on RLI Home page. 

 Look on the left side of the page with 
Upcoming Events title and scroll down till 

you find Canandaigua Inn on the Lake. 
 Click on course registration. 

 Fill out the form and special attention to the 
payment section. 

 
Note to attendees: All payments must be 

received on the specified date to be included in 
the training. 

 

This is a must event for current and future Rotary 
leaders! 

 

It is a multidistrict leadership development 
program whose mission is to strengthen Rotary. 

District 7120 Membership 
  
The District Membership Development Committee is 
pleased to welcome and congratulate the following 
new members/transfers for the month of August 2016: 
  

Dee Anderson – Dundee 
Martin D’Ambrosa - East Rochester 
Wendy Blimline - friendship 
Martina Ocran - Monroe County South 
Charlene Wiwel (Nee Volansky) - Penfield 
Susan Cornett, Donald Earle, & Robert McKeveny - 
Seneca Falls 

  
Please note that the above is based on reports found 
on the District 7120 website. There may be more new 
members/transfers than the list shows due to some 
clubs registering directly with Rotary International and 
not with the District. 
  
We encourage ALL CLUBS to register their new 
members/transfers with the District so we can 

 

New Member at Monroe County South 
By Amanda Hughes   

 
Past District Governor Bill Gormont inducted Martina 
Ocran as the new member of Monroe South Rotary Club. 
He also took the opportunity as a guest speaker to make a 
presentation to club members, regarding districtwide 
international service initiatives. Joining him for the 
evening’s activities was Dan Cole, Assistant District 
Governor for Area 8. 

Pictured above: Front Row: Secretary Amanda Hughes; 
President Ebo Ocran; new member Martina Ocran; Past 
District Governor Bill Gormont; Literacy Chair Deborah 
Hughes. 

 

Back Row: George Aberle; Assistant District Governor Dan 
Cole; President Elect-Kevin Kinnally; Membership Chair 
Skip Evon. 

http://www.rlinea.org
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 Corning Rotary Names Newest  
Paul Harris Fellow, Patricia Gilchrist 

By Paula R. Smith 

Corning Rotary Club is pleased to announce its newest Paul 
Harris Fellow, Patricia Gilchrist. Gilchrist accepted the 
award at the Corning Rotary Club meeting, Thursday, 
September 1, 2016 at the Radisson Hotel Corning.  

Gilchrist was born and raised in Indiana, receiving her BS 
degree in Nursing at Indiana University. She married in 
December 1968 and began her nursing career at a 
Community Hospital in Chula Vista California. Following 
her husband's transfer to the Naval base in Galveston, 
Texas, she took a shared position as head nurse of a Neuro-
Surgery Unit at the University of Texas Medical Center. 
After her husband's discharge from the Navy in 1973, the 
family returned home to Indiana where spending time 
raising Dawn and future arrivals Matthew and Robert was 
her first priority and greatest joy. 

Career moves eventually took the family to Wellsboro, PA, 
Cumberland, RI, and finally in 1986, to Coming, NY. With 
her children fully engaged in school, Mrs. Gilchrist re-
engaged as a community volunteer. She served St. Patrick's 
and the Corning-Painted Post Roman Catholic community 
as a member of the Parish Council, including three years as 
Vice President. From 1990 to 1993, she served as co-chair 
of the Coming­ Painted Post School District PTA Council's 
Alcohol & Other Drug Education Committee. She was a 
First Aid and CPR instructor for the American Red Cross, 
and a volunteer for the Coming Food Pantry and Meals on 
Wheels. She was also a member of the Corning Hospital 
Auxiliary and served as Vice President of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

In 1995, she was asked to assist with the home care of a 
patient who had no family to assist her. Caring for this lady 
with other volunteer nurses lead to the formation of a task 
force to evaluate the healthcare needs of people without 
medical insurance or the ability to pay for their medical 
care.  

Corning PHF (continued): 

 
The result was the opening of the Corning-Painted Post 
Health Ministry a year later. This single medical center 
evolved into five centers and was renamed Health Ministry 
of the Southern Tier (HMST) in 2003. Volunteer providers, 
nurses and auxiliary volunteers served the uninsured for the 
next 12 years.  

At HMST, Mrs. Gilchrist not only volunteered as a clinical 
nurse, but also wore many other hats in the organization. 
She served as Volunteer Executive Director until 2009, Vice 
President of the Board of Directors for seven years, 
Infection Control Nurse, Assistant Safety Nurse, and 
Chairperson for the Operations and Standard's Committees. 
She was a fundraiser, recruiter, presenter, grant writer and 
served in many ad-hoc roles required to meet the mission of 
the organization. HMST closed its doors December 31, 
2015, due in large part to the availability of affordable 
medical insurance and the expansion of Medicare eligibility 
in New York State. 

In June 2005 our community recognized Mrs. Gilchrist as a 
recipient of the first annual Jefferson Award for public 
service and she had the honor of representing our region in 
Washington, DC. In 2007, Patti and Bob Gilchrist jointly 
received the Errol Shand Award from the United Way and 
the Spirit of Humanity Award from the Greater Steuben 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

Pictured above, left to right: Corning Rotary President Bill 

Boland, Patti Gilchrist, Rotarian Ray Defendorf 

(Continued) >> 

Spencerport Rotary Hosts  
Pajama Party 
By Colleen Farley   

 
 
The Spencerport 
Rotary Club 
members hosted 
a "Pajama Party" 
at their local 
library for World 
Literacy Day.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rotarians read to 
the children and 
the children read 
to the Rotarians. 
Afterwards, 
everyone 
enjoyed an ice 
cream treat. 



 

5 

 

September  2016         Page   5 

 House with Heart Recovering  
1 Year after Earthquakes in Nepal,  

with help from Corning Rotary 
 

It has been 16 years since Beverly Bronson, a native of 
Britain, found two-year-old Babu and his five-year-old 
brother Krishna on the street in Kathmandu, inspiring her to 
open a home for abandoned and orphaned children in Nepal. 
House with Heart, as the home is called, has since expanded 
to also be an education center for impoverished women and 
children and an outreach program for needy families in 
Kathmandu. The children were thriving and the programs 
were in full swing, until… April 25 and May 12, 2015, 
when two devastating earthquakes hit Nepal, reducing the 
home and schools to rubble. 

Recently, House with Heart founder Beverly Bronson came 
to speak to the Corning Rotary Club about the challenges 
she and the children faced over the past year. “We had an 
emergency supply room for water, food, and some medical 
supplies thanks to the Corning Rotary Club,” said Ms. 
Bronson, “and two huge tents we had purchased only a week 
before the earthquakes.” Those tents and the grounds gave 
shelter to Ms. Bronson, the children in her care, and about 
40 of their neighbors for several weeks following the 
quakes. Ms. Bronson and the children would continue to live 
in those tents for 12 more months, surviving 450 
aftershocks, monsoons, frog infestations that drew rats and 
snakes, cold winter nights, cooking gas and gasoline 
shortages, and load shedding, which meant no electricity or 
running water for up to 16 hours a day. 

House with Heart’s children returned to school just a month 
after the second quake, and its other programs gradually 
restarted too, including the Rise Above program to keep 
girls in school, the Children’s Learning Center, and the 
Women’s Training Program. With staff and board 
involvement, House with Heart developed an earthquake 
recovery plan that included significant outreach outside of 
their organization. 

It was a rough year, but through it all, Ms. Bronson said she 
and the children learned, “that we are not alone. We have 
many friends and organizations on the ground in Nepal who 
came to our assistance. We also had great support from 
friends and organizations in America, primarily Corning 
Rotary, who helped us in times of dire circumstance. We 
also know now that we have the capacity and infrastructure 
on the ground where, in a time of crisis, we are in the 
fortunate position to help our neighbors and community, 
even to the furthest outreaches in remote villages. Third and 
lastly, the children have proven to be resilient and 
responsible beyond my furthest expectations, and together, 
as a family, we endured.” 

A little more than one year after the quakes, much progress 
has been made on the road to recovery, but there is still so 
much more work to be done. At the beginning of May 2016, 
after living outside under challenging conditions for one 
year, House with Heart was rebuilt, retrofitted with rebar to 
withstand future quakes. Now the Learning Center, which 
was heavily damaged in the quakes, needs to be repaired. 

House with Heart (continued): 

Corning Rotary Club’s International Committee is working 
diligently with the Bhaktapur Rotary Club in Nepal to 
secure a Rotary International Global Grant to help House 
with Heart recover from these devastating quakes. Corning 
Rotary’s relationship with House with Heart goes far 
beyond financial assistance, though. Several Corning 
Rotarians have visited Ms. Bronson and the children. Most 
recently, Dave Anderson and his wife Mamie made the trek 
to Nepal in May, 2016. Said Anderson, “How they survived 
in the cold and wet of the fall and winter is a tribute to their 
stamina and the planning of Beverly Bronson. It was her 
management that had the tents and extra food and water 
available in case of emergency. They were able to survive 
themselves and help their unprepared neighbors. Presently 
House with Heart is helping the neighborhood elementary 
school get back on its feet. 

“House with Heart is a home, rather than a conventional 
orphanage. Beverly Bronson is ‘Mama,’ and the children 
think of themselves as brothers and sisters. Though we have 
known about the home for perhaps ten years, we were 
surprised to see how well it is run and how the staff and 
children really love each other.” 

For more information or to get involved, please visit 
housewithheart.org. 

House with Heart founder Beverly Bronson and Board 

Chair Colleen Boland pose with Corning Rotarians who 

have made the trip to Nepal to visit House with Heart. 

(Pictured, left to right: Bob Cole, Dr. Hari Sharma, Barry 

Nicholson, Beverly Bronson, David Anderson and Colleen 

Boland). 

Celebrate The Rotary Foundation’s 100th Anniversary 
In Atlanta - June 10th to June 14th, 2017 
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 Spencerport Rotary Club  
40th Anniversary  

Changeover Dinner & Awards 

Charter Rotarian and PDG Roger Ressman (at left) presents 
a Paul Harris Award to Kosmos Mihalitsas (at right) in 
recognition of his volunteerism and dedication to Rotary. 
Mihalitsas has been a Rotarian since 2009.  

Past District Governor Bill Gormont presents incoming 
President Kathy Magin with a recognition award for her 
service on the 2016 District 7120 Conference Committee. 
Kathy was also awarded a 2nd Paul Harris Award the same 
evening. 
 
The Club would like to thank Sharon Spencer for her service 
as Club President from 2015-2016.  

Canandaigua Rotary Awards  
Paul Harris Fellowship 

By Jack Kellogg 
 

At a recent meeting of the Canandaigua Rotary Club Marty 
Muehe was awarded the Paul Harris Fellowship +2. The 
Fellowship is awarded to an individual who exemplifies a 
community inspiration and who has brought leadership and 
service to our community. Marty recently completed a stint 
as 2015-2016 Rotary Program Chair. He also has served on 
various boards and committees such as the Salvation Army, 
YMCA Advisory Board, as a volunteer trainer for Town 
and Village Justices, Canandaigua Emergency Squad and 
their board, past President of Merrill Hose Volunteer Fire 
Company and currently a Trustee. 

Pictured above is President Ellen Polimeni (at left) pinning 
Marty Muehe with his Paul Harris Fellowship Plus Two 
pin. 

 

Exchange Student Arrives at Bloomfield 

Bloomfield Rotary President Don Cicchino (at left) and 
PDG Norma Madayag-Reilly (at right) with 
Bloomfield’s new exchange student, Mercedes, who 
recently arrived from Spain.   
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 Bloomfield Rotary Welcomes  
Two New Members 

By Pat Overmoyer 

Bath Rotary (continued): 

 
Nancy Latour was named Rotarian of the Year by the co-
presidents and her husband, Woody Latour, who was 
named Honorary Rotarian of the Year.  Continuing a 
tradition of recognizing new Rotary members for their 
contributions to the club, Stanley Bhaskar and Eleanor 
Collinsworth were named Co-Rookies of the Year. 
Bath Rotary also traditionally bestows a Citizen of the Year 
upon a community member in recognition of his or her 
contributions to Bath and the surrounding area.  This year’s 
award was given to Rhonda Sweet, who is a long-time 
business community member and has contributed many 
hours of service to the Bath Area Chamber of Commerce. 

 
 
 
 

Bath Rotary Club Paul Harris Fellow awardees include, 
from left, Rotarian June Bates, Curtiss Museum Director 
Trafford Doherty, Rotarian Randy Lehman, Haverling 
Interact Club Advisor Cari Scott, and Rotarian Dave 
Stewart. 

Pictured above, left to right, are: District Membership 
Committee Chair, PDG Norma Madayag-Reilly, sponsor 
Estelle Hall, new member Terry Hall, Bloomfield Rotary 
President Don Cicchino, new member Kathy Coler and her 
sponsor Meg Huff.  

Bath Rotary Installs New President 
Awards Paul Harris Fellowships 

By Robin Lattimer 
 

Bath Rotary Club installed Elaine Tears as president for 
2016-17 during its annual change of gavel dinner, in 
addition to awarding several Paul Harris Fellow awards to 
both local Rotarians and non-Rotarians in recognition of 
their service to the community. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outgoing co-Presidents John Stranges and Joseph Rumsey, 
who served at the helm of the Rotary Club during 2015-16, 
announced Paul Harris Fellow awards to local Rotarians, 
including Mike Slovak, June Bates, Randy Lehman and 
Dave Stewart.  In addition, awards were given to Trafford 
Doherty,  executive director of the Curtiss Museum, and 
Cari Scott for her work as advisor to Haverling’s Interact 
Club. 
 

(continued) >> 

From left, Rotary District 7120 Governor-Elect Tom Rogers, 
District Governor Bill Gormont, outgoing co-President Joe 
Rumsey, 2016-2017 President Elaine Tears, and outgoing co-
President John Stranges. 

Penfield Rotary at EquiCenter 
By Jack Best 

 
Penfield Rotary held a special meeting at The EquiCenter in 
Honeoye Falls. EquiCenter offers hippotherapy for persons 
with disabilities, like member Joe Best, seated atop Rebecca.  

From the left, sidewalker Jerry, leader Kathy Best and 
Rotarians Tara DuMont, Louise Johnston and Jack Best. 



 

8 

 

September  2016         Page   8 

 Brockport Rotary - Awards and 
Acknowledgement 

By Pat Baker 

Outgoing president Brad Mitchell (at left) along with Paul 
Harris Honor Committee Chair Gene Wood (center) present 
a Paul Harris Award to Club secretary Doris Russo (at 
right). Doris is an invaluable member of the club, taking 
responsibility for many areas particularly where getting free 
items is vital to the club events such as the Ziti Dinner and 
the County Fair and Arts Festival Food booths.   

Past president Doug Clare (at left) receives the Club’s Irv 
Kropman Award, given annually to a club member who 
exemplifies the qualities of Kropman, from outgoing 
president Brad Mitchell.  Kropman was an outstanding 
member of the club and a model for Rotary’s “Service 
Above Self” motto. 
  
Past President Art Appleby receives a special 
acknowledgement and gift for his tireless work in the 
Brockport community from Brad Mitchell (shown in the 
column at right).  His wide ranging accomplishments 
include Boy Scouts, Olympics of the Mind where he is an 
international judge, Crop Walk, BISCO (Brockport 
Integrated Service and Community Organization).   
 

(continued) >> 

 
Brockport Rotary (continued): 

BISCO, founded by community service clubs, runs the 
annual Brockport Arts Festival the second weekend in 
August.  Art Appleby is also president of the organization 
where Brockport Rotarians Doris Russo and Dave Arnold 
serve on the board of directors and Arnold is treasurer. 

Pictured, left to right: Past President Art Appleby and 
outgoing president Brad Mitchell  

Bringing Rotary Clubs Together 
by Paul Minor 

 
If you are a "5th Club" (5 meeting days a month) - try what 
the Irondequoit and Rochester Northwest Rotary Clubs did 
on August 31st (a 5th Wednesday) - a joint social!  The 
gathering was at a Food Truck Rodeo at the Rochester 
Public Market; LOTS of great food, live music, and Rotary 
fellowship!  As RI says, 'Join Leaders and Exchange Ideas'. 
Taking Action will follow.  Even the Rochester AM Rotary 
Club was represented. Other Rochester area Rotary Clubs 
were invited.  Thanks President Therese of Irondequoit for 
getting it going!   Assistant Governor Paul Minor hopes to 
see more of this happen - clusters of clubs in Rochester/
Monroe County - come together on a more regular basis. 
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 Perry Rotary Foundation  

Past President Amanda Parker (at right) and Foundation 
Treasurer and Past President and Genesee Valley Rotary 
Camp (GVRC) board member Fred Reed (at left), presented 
a $1,500 check from the Perry Rotary Foundation to Boy 
Scout representative Rick Tiede (center) for the construction 
of a tent platform, which will keep the campers off the 
ground.  

Spencerport Rotary  
Memorial Scholarship  

 
The Spencerport Rotary Memorial Scholarship began 30 
years ago to honor club members who had passed away. 
This scholarship is awarded to a Spencerport High School 
student, who displays good academic standing and is 
pursuing a college diploma. The scholarship recipient this 
year is Kaylin Wetherell.  
 
The Peter Scott Mueller Scholarship is awarded to a 
Spencerport High School student, who has decided to pursue 
a trade. It was begun by the family Peter Scott Mueller, a 
Spencerport student who lost his life in an automobile 
accident. The scholarship recipient this year is Mary 
(Amanda) Ventrella. 
 
Coincidentally, both students will be attending Niagara 
University in the fall.  

Pictured above, left to right: Kathy Magin, Spencerport 
Rotary President, Mary (Amanda) Ventrella, Kaylin 
Wetherell. 

Wellsville Rotary Celebrates 95th 
By Eva Benedict 

 
The Wellsville Rotary Club celebrated 95 years of service 
on June 1st, 2016.  District Governor Bill Gormont joined 
Wellsville Rotary Club members and guests from 
neighboring clubs at the Wellsville County Club in 
celebration and recognition of 95 years of service to the 
Wellsville community and Rotary Initiatives worldwide.  

 
 
 
 
At left -  Years of Rotary flags and 
memorabilia was displayed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The crowd was 
entertained by 
Governor Bill’s 
magic as well as 
inspirational 
comments on Rotary 
service.  At right is 
DG Bill and Steve 
Stout. 
 

 (continued) >> 

Wellsville (continued): 

 

Pictured above, left to right: Rotarians Art Van Tyne and 
Jim Stevens were recipients of the Paul Harris awards with 
DG Bill Gormont at right.   
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 District Governor visits Geneseo 

 
District Governor Tom Rogers visited the Geneseo Rotary 
Club on August 15th. Pictured above is DG Tom Rogers (at 
left) presenting Geneseo Rotary’s President Tim Hayes (at 
right) with  a "Rotary Serving Humanity" banner. 

Victor-Farmington (continued): 

 
Carli’s creative presentation included pictures of a sampling 
of some traditional Danish foods she will encounter during 
her year, some pictures of the local area in Denmark, and 
pictures of her first host family. 
 
Carli made her opening comments to the assembled 
audience in Danish, practicing for her first involvement with 
her hosts in Denmark. She answered several questions from 
the group. Carli stated  that she is very happy that she will 
be spending the year in Denmark. Her mother, Pam Schlierf, 
had previously been a Rotary exchange student in Denmark 
in 1984. Pam has remained in contact with her Danish 
hosts . They are looking forward to Carli’s arrival. 
 

In response to a question concerning the selection process to 
be a Rotary exchange student Carli advised that the most 
difficult part came early on in the process when she 
underwent formal interviews by a Rotary team and spent the 
weekend at the Rotary Sunshine Camp in Mendon. The 
interviews were intense and designed to make certain the 
applicants are aware of their responsibilities as ambassadors 
representing their country and Rotary. She met other 
applicants and had her first opportunity to interact with 
Rotary exchange students from foreign countries as well as 
local students who had returned from a year abroad as 
Rotary exchange students. 

Victor Farmington Rotary Picnic  
and Farewell 
By Dave Luitweiler  

 
The Victor Municipal Park was the setting for a summer 
picnic meeting of the Victor-Farmington Rotary Club on 
July 20th. After club members grilled hot dogs and burgers 
the assemblage of Rotarians, family members and friends 
enjoyed a wide variety of picnic items and desserts in the 
lodge at the park.  

The program for the evening was a slide show presentation 
by outgoing Rotary Youth Exchange student Carli 
Vanmaaren who will be leaving for her year in Denmark on 
August 5th. Carli discussed her upcoming trip and displayed 
pictures of the town in Denmark where she will be hosted by 
the local Rotary Club.  (continued) >> 

Victor-Farmington Rotarians with Carli Vanmaaren at their 
Summer picnic  

Carli Vanmaaren 
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 Bath Haverling Interact member 
participates in Rotary Youth Leadership  

By Robin Lattimer 

 
Justynna Seager-Parulski, a member of Haverling Central 
School’s Interact Club, recently participated in the annual 
Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) program at 
Rochester Institute of Technology.  She presented an 
overview of her experience to Bath Rotarians, who 
sponsored Seager-Parulski’s attendance in the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justynna, who is a Haverling senior this fall, also is 
president of the school’s Interact Club.  The organization is 
self-supported and receives guidance from the local Rotary 
Club.  It is open to youths ages 12-18 years old who 
participate in community service projects and learn about 
international activities supported by Rotary International.  
The Haverling Interact chapter is advised by Cari Scott and 
Rotarian Becky Stranges. 
  
Bath Rotarian Michael Slovak, a District 7120 District 
Governor Nominee for 2018-2019 and International 
Services Director for the local club, served as a counselor, 
also known as a “pop,” for the five-day workshop at RIT. 

Honeoye Rotary Welcomes  
Youth Exchange Student 

By Jeanne Hamele 
 
The Youth Exchange Program has kicked off for the 
Honeoye Lake Rotary Club.  On Tuesday, August 23rd, a 
group of excited people gathered at the Rochester 
International Airport to welcome Laura Annen from the 
Netherlands.  Laura’s first host family, Scott, Cathy and 
Kali Pestle, were joined by Sandy Hubble, Libbie West, 
Jeanne Hamele and her daughter, MJ, a seasoned exchange 
student from 2000-2001.  Also included in this welcoming 
group were Anne Morrell, District 7120 YE chair and Ed 
Kime, one of the country officers from the Avon club.  

 A little after 7:00 PM, Laura Annen came into view and she 
received lots of hugs, warm handshakes and kisses.  She 
could immediately recognize her Honeoye family as they 
had welcoming posters and flags in hand.  After chatting for 
a bit we ventured to the “Rochester bench” located in the 
airport which was a great background for taking welcoming 
pictures.  Even after traveling for thousands of miles and 
several hours, Laura had a gorgeous smile to offer. 
 
From the airport, Laura and her host family headed out to 
get her first American meal.  Then off for a good night’s rest 
before meeting the volleyball team on Wednesday.  Laura 
was introduced to the HLRC at their weekly Thursday night 
meeting and will enjoy being the guest of honor at the club’s 
annual progressive dinner cruise on Sunday. 
 
Laura will be kept busy the next few weeks as she adjusts to 
her new surroundings, culture and friends.  She is eager to 
get immersed in her exchange year and will have many 
opportunities for travel and new adventures.  
 
Welcome, Laura, and best wishes for a super year.  We hope 
to learn as much from you as you learn from us! 

Pictured above: Bath Rotary President Elaine Tears, right, 
recognizes Interact Club member Justyna Seager-Parulski, 
for her participation in the District 7120 Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award program. 

District 7120 District Conference 

Erie, PA 

May 19th to May 21st, 2017 

Honeoye Lake's YE Student With Her Welcoming Party  
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Carnival Night at Camp Haccamo 

By Grace Soong 
 

On Thursday, August 
12, the Rotary Club of 
Pittsford hosted 
Carnival Night at Camp 
Haccamo. Carnival 
Night brings to an end 
the week-long free, 
safe and fun summer 
camping experience for 
children with a wide 
range of special needs. 
Volunteers including 
Rotarian Bruce Spector 
(at right) who manned 
the bouncy house and 
dished out cotton 
candy, snow cones and 
pop corn to the 
campers.   
 
Founded and funded by the Rotary Clubs of Monroe 
County, Camp Haccamo retains all of its treasured 
characteristics including a ratio of one counselor per two 
campers, a chance for a respite for camper’s families and 
special events like the Carnival Nights, Talent Show, and 
Prom. 

Fun and Fulfilling Golf Scramble 
By Grace Soong 

The annual Rotary Club 
of Pittsford golf scramble 
was held at Victor Hills 
Golf Club on August 8, 
2016. Proceeds benefit 
Pittsford Rotary Club 
service projects. 
 
Over 60 golfers 
participated in the 
scramble format 
including Rotarian Grace 
Soong's daughter, 
Victoria. The golfers 
enjoyed blue skies, 
continental breakfast, 
lunch at the turn, 
beverages and snacks 
delivered all day 

long.  At the end of the day, they had a delicious steak and 
chicken dinner. 
 
Participants joined in the putting contest and the Woodcliff 
getaway raffle. A million thanks to Rotarian John Bernacki 
for donating our raffle prize. Over 40 door prizes were 
awarded, and each golfer took home a bottle of wine. They 
all had a great time! 

Dansville Rotary at GVRC 
By Jon Shay 

Dansville Rotarians mingling with campers at Genesee 
Valley Rotary Camp (GVRC). Record number of campers 
and staff this year.  
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 Avon Rotary’s Blue Jean Ball 
By Laurie Vonglis 

Avon Rotary celebrated a successful Blue Jean Ball by 
inviting representatives from each charity of choice to 
attend our August 9th meeting.  Genesee Valley Rotary 
Camp board president, Chris Wood, Teresa House’s Denise 
Bentley and Honor Flight Rochester’s Elaine Fahselt joined 
our meeting.  Chairman of the Blue Jean Ball, Jake Ayers 
presented each organization with the funds we raised from 
this event which totaled $5000.  Chris, Denise & Elaine all 
expressed their sincere gratitude on behalf of their 
organizations.  Our next Blue Jean Ball will be Saturday, 
May 13, 2017.  Our charities of choice are to be determined. 
 
 

Avon Rotary Visits GVRC 
By Laurie Vonglis 

22 Avon Rotarians traveled to Genesee Valley Rotary Camp 
(GVRC) and witnessed the love, dedication and fun 
occurring all around us.  We were treated to a delicious 
meal thanks to Rotarian Ernie Wiard as well as a camp 
update from Director Brian.  The camp hosted the largest 
number of campers ever at 118.  Campers enjoyed a 
program that provided a variety of creatures to see and learn 
about.  Once again, a humbling experience and one that 
makes us proud to be Rotarians, supporting such a great 
organization - GVRC. 
 
 

District Governor visits  
Brockport Rotary  

By Pat Baker 

Brockport Rotary President Eric Jensen (at right) exchange 
banners at the Governors official club visit (his 37th club 
visit since beginning his term in July).  DG Tom discussed 
the importance of the RI Foundation and urged all to donate 
the $26.50 that members are being encouraged to give in 
honor of the 100th anniversary of the Foundation’s 
founding.  He also profiled new RI President John Germ 
and encouraged club to do something for Literacy 
month.  The members appreciated being able to meet the 
new governor and his wife, Sandie. 

Pictured, left to right: Chris Wood, Jake Ayers, Denise 
Bentley, Elaine Fahselt  

“Shake in the Park”  

Performed at Dansville  
sponsored by the  

Dansville Rotary Club. 
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 Honeoye Assembles Treasure Boxes 
By Jeanne Hamele 

 
So what happens at the Honeoye Lake Rotary Club when 
Literacy chair Jeanne Hamele announces at a meeting that it 
is time of year to put together our treasure boxes again. Club 
members open their hearts (and wallets) and gather enough 
supplies to donate 26 Treasure Boxes to Honeoye Central 
Elementary School for distribution to students.  These boxes 
give students the supplies needed to get off on the right foot 
when beginning the new school year in September. 

Thanks to 13 members and six Friends of Rotary the HLRC, 
was able to put together a record breaking 26 plastic shoe 
boxes filled with a pencil box, crayons, markers, 
highlighters, erasers, pens, pencils, colored pencils, a ruler, 
scissors, index cards, glue, glue sticks, as well as five two- 
pocket folders, a spiral notebook, and a composition 
notebook.  Once labeled with a sticker indicating these are a 
gift from the HLRC, the boxes are delivered to the 
elementary office where they are kept until needed by a 
student.  
 
This yearly tradition was put into place a few years ago after 
a couple of club members attended the annual District 
Literacy Seminar in September. The club has entertained 
this important community service project every year since 
and has extended it to collecting folders, notebooks and 
pencils for students in the Valley of Orosi in Costa Rica.  
There, students cannot enter school without having those 
items so we do our best to ensure a number of students are 
prepared.  We have now added flip flops to our collection as 
so many of the students have been walking to school 
barefoot. We were first made aware of this need when a few 
years ago we were invited by the Lima club to join them in 
their efforts to provide these items to Callie Rabe who is our 
contact for this project. For several years she has taken a 
group of students to Costa Rica each February to work on 
updating buildings and schoolyards. When they go they take 
all these supplies with them.  It is also fun to include 
markers, crayons, etc. for these students as availability is 
limited. 
 

(continued) >> 
 

Treasure Boxes (continued): 

 
If you are a member of the Honeoye Lake Rotary Club or 
one of our friends of Rotary, and you have not yet 
contributed to this important and meaningful local and 
international service project, please contact any member of 
the club for more information.  Perhaps you are a 
community member who would like to join us in this effort -
-- contact Jeanne Hamele at jnnhamele@aol.com, Sandy 
Hubble at shubble@rochester.rr.com or Pat McWilliams at 
gpmcwilliams@frontiernet.net.  This is a great time of year 
to purchase the needed supplies as many stores are having 
back to school supply specials.   
 
For a small club we manage to do big things! Thanks to all 
who have helped to ensure those students who need some 

support, receive it! 

Area 13 Presidents Together 
By Paul Minor 

Assistant Governor Paul Minor (right rear) recently 
convened a gathering of current and past Presidents in his 
Area 13 (City of Rochester) Rotary Clubs to talk about the 
experiences of the Presidents last year, what knowledge 
they might pass along to their current Presidents, and what 
everyone's dreams were for the coming years.  Obviously a 
great deal of interest in more collaboration of Rotary Clubs 
in a close geographical area. 
 
Pictured, left to right: Julio Vasques, President Rochester 
Latino Rotary Club, John Haynes, President Rochester Deaf 
Rotary Club, Antwan Williams, President Rotary Club of 
Southeast Rochester, Dave Boyer, Past President of the 
Southeast Club, Robert Tawney, Past President of the Deaf 
Rotary Club, Paul Minor, President Rotary Club of 
Northwest Rochester, Kathy Labue, Past President of the 
Northwest Club, and Kate Sherry, Past President of the 
Rochester AM Rotary Club.  Donna Deedee, President of 
the Rochester Rotary Club, is sorry to have missed this one 
but will attend our next gathering in November! 

mailto:jnnhamele@aol.com
mailto:shubble@rochester.rr.com
mailto:gpmcwilliams@frontiernet.net


 

15 

 

September  2016         Page   15 

Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is the Eastern Cities 

Fellowship Dinner? 
 
 
The Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner is a Rotary tradition, 
annually attracting Rotarians from across the Northeastern 
United States and Canada. Proudly hosted each year by the 
Rochester Rotary Club, hundreds of Rotarians gather in 
Rochester, New York to share in what is a cornerstone of 
the Rotary tradition…fellowship. 
 
In addition to the many clubs represented, current and past 
district governors and Rotary International officers attend 
the dinner each year to welcome the sitting RI President. 
 
The Rochester Rotary Club started the Eastern Cities 
Fellowship Dinner in 1921, and over the years it has 
evolved from a local event in the Greater Rochester 
Community to an international fellowship event. 
 
This multi-district, international event showcases Rotary at 
its finest, and presents the perfect opportunity for new and 
seasoned members alike to share in the fellowship of 
Rotarians. The Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner is also a 
great opportunity to introduce prospective members to a 
glimpse of Rotary in action. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Exchange Student  
Home from Denmark 

By Jack Best 

Penfield Rotarians heard Grace Conheady, second from 
left, talk about her experiences last year as an exchange 
student in Denmark. Pictured also are last year’s club 
president, Linda Kohl, current president Jack Best, her 
mother, Elizabeth, and Nancy Aumann, her youth exchange 
counselor. Most students on exchange spend their “gap” 
year between high school and college.   September 15 is the 
deadline for expressing interest in studying overseas next 
year.  Contact president@penfieldrotary.org 

Wellsville Rotary Donates  
School Supplies 

By Eva Benedict 
 

For the past 13 years the Wellsville Rotary Club has 
provided school supplies and back packs for hundreds of 
needy student of the schools in Allegany County.  This 
year was no exception, the Wellsville Rotary donated over 
$1500 in supplies to local students.   

Pictured above is Rotarian Steve Stout, who along with his 
family, coordinates the project, Karen Cunico, Wellsville 
Elementary School and Student of Wellsville Elementary 
School.  

mailto:president@penfieldrotary.org
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 Sail on the Emita II, October 2, 2016, 
for Second Annual Rotary Cruise 

 Enjoy a 7 hr. cruise on the historic Erie Canal 
from Newark to Macedon, via Palmyra, 
Bushnells Basin and Fairport, aboard the fully 
equipped Emita II 

 9:00 AM departure from Newark 
 Fare includes a continental breakfast, three-

course lunch, hors d’oeuvres, luxury coach 
back to your automobile, taxes and 10% 
gratuity 

 Stops and walking tours possible (weather 
dependent) 

 $99 fare per person, with Rotary discount. 
Mention at time of booking you are a 
Rotarian to ensure special fare. Published 
fare: $115 plus tax. 

 Book Now! Cruise at regular  pr ice is also 
available to the public. 

 Two $100 gift certificates to be raffled, to 
benefit The Rotary Foundation. 

Please call Mid-Lakes Navigation at 
1(800)545-4318 to reserve your seat 

Welcome “Ida” 
By Judie VanBramer 

Greece Rotarians gathered at Rochester International 
Airport in August to welcome their most recent exchange 
student Ida (front-center), from Denmark. 

Joe & Jack Best enjoy the view from the Emita II 

Corning Rotary Club to Sponsor  
2017 Scripps Regional Spelling Bee 

 
Regional Public School Districts and Homeschool 

Organizations Urged to Register for the  
2017 Regional Spelling Bee 

 
The Corning Rotary Club will again sponsor the Scripps 
Regional Spelling Bee for schools in the following counties:   

 
Our 2016 Regional winner, Jairam Hathwar, went on to be 
declared co-champion of the 2016 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, following in the footsteps of his brother, Sriram 
Hathwar, our 2014 Regional winner, who went on to be 
declared co-champion of the 2014 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. 
 
The Corning Rotary Club is asking school districts and 
homeschool organizations to participate in this prestigious 
event by enrolling with Scripps National Spelling Bee at 
spellingbee.com. Early bird enrollment is open until 
October 14, 2016, with a $145 enrollment fee per school. 
The regular enrollment period begins October 15, 2016, and 
runs through December 12, 2016, with a $220 enrollment 
fee per school. 
 
 

(continued on page 17) >> 
 

Allegany Broome Chemung 

Schuyler Steuben Tompkins 

Bradford, PA Tioga, PA  

http://www.spellingbee.com
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 Scripps Regional Spelling Bee (continued): 

 
School districts and homeschool organizations will conduct 
spelling bees for students in grades one through eight to 
identify one winner and one runner-up from each 
participating school. The winner and runner up of each 
school will participate in the Scripps Regional Spelling Bee 
hosted by the Corning Rotary Club on March 4, 2017. The 
champion of the Regional Spelling Bee will represent our 
region in the 2017 Scripps National Spelling Bee in the 
Washington D.C. area in May 2017. 

 
In addition to the Corning Rotary Club, the Tripp 
Foundation, Corning Incorporated, ServU Credit Union, and 
M&T Bank are all confirmed sponsors of the Regional 
Spelling Bee. Sponsors help to provide an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington D.C. for the Regional Spelling Bee 
winner, as well as T-shirts, trophies, and other prizes for 
each school’s champions. Wegmans, Atlas Brick Oven 
Pizzeria, and Bob Evans will provide refreshments for the 
Regional Bee. 
 
For additional information about enrollment in the Scripps 
Regional Spelling Bee, please contact Deborah Joseph at 
(607) 329-6854 or dajoseoh007@gmail.com. 

Global Scholarship Winner Speaks  
To Rotary Club 

By Dave Luitweiler  

The August 10th lunch meeting of the Victor-Farmington 
Rotary Club was the venue for a presentation by the 2016 
Rotary Global Scholarship winner, Alina Urbanic of Victor. 
Alina is the recipient of a $30,000.00 Rotary scholarship 
that will allow her to spend a year at the SDA Bocconi 
School of Management in Milan, Italy, pursuing a Master of 
Public Administration degree. 

Alina is a 2010 graduate of Victor Senior High School and a 
2013 graduate of George Washington University. During 
2014-2016 she served in the Peace Corps as a Youth 
Development Volunteer in Morocco. She was assigned to 
the small city of Tafraout, population 8,000, in southern 
Morocco. Her presentation included a talk on her 
experiences as a volunteer in this part of the world and how 
it helped shape her decision on a future career course. 
 
Her Peace Corps assignment was centered on her 
assignment to a Youth Center in Tafraout and also on a 
Woman’s Center in a nearby village. During the week she 
would work with local youth at the center. She engaged in 
activities such as teaching English to the students as well as 
establishing an art class – unique to that area. She initiated a 
World Map project to give the youth a better understanding 
of the world beyond southern Morocco. 
 
At the Woman’s Center she taught an English literacy class 
and also worked on an exercise class for women. Alina 
described other projects that she was involved with during 
her time in Morocco. These included building a playground 
from used automobile tires; swimming classes; a 
Halloween/Health Fair event; a Space Camp (with help 
from NASA); and a GLOW Camp. 
 
GLOW is an acronym representing Girls Leading Our 
World. It was an idea initiated by Peace Corps volunteers in 
Romania in the 1990s.   
 

(continued on page 18) >> 

Literacy and Basic Education: a focus of 
Rotary International 

By Jack Best 

Penfield Rotarians Mary Ann Mady, Jack Wetzel, visitor Ian 
Eppard, Dave Sturtz, Nancy Aumann and guest Nancy 
Johnstone gathered after a September meeting to discuss the 
club's local and international projects. They include a “Little 
Free Library” for Indian Landing Elementary School and 
school supplies for Rochester School 45. 

Alina Urbanic discussing her service in Morocco with 
Peace Corps at Victor-Farmington Rotary Club meeting 

mailto:dajoseoh007@gmail.com
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 Global Scholarship Winner (continued): 

 
It involves the concept of setting goals for girls, developing 
self- esteem, developing leadership skills as well as proper 
health practices and promoting gender equality. 
 
Alina was impacted by her experiences and what she 
encountered while with the Peace Corps. She told the 
assembled Rotarians that this experience, “…helped me 
figure out what I wanted to do.” 

 
 
 

While she was in Morocco, her mother, Carol, read an 
article in the Victor Post on the Rotary scholarship program. 
She brought this possibility to Alina’s attention and the rest 
was history.  She applied for the scholarship. She was 
interviewed while still with the Peace Corps in Morocco, via 
SKYPE, and was chosen to be the recipient of the award. 
Alina will use the funding to advance her education and 
prepare herself to work to improve life for others, 
particularly women and children. She hopes to eventually 
apply her education and life experiences in a positive 
manner through a position with a governmental or non-profit 
organization to help bring about change.   
 
At the completion of her presentation, Rotarian John Rugg 
best summed up the sentiment of the assembled Rotarians; 
“Now we know why you were chosen for this scholarship.”  

Honeoye Lake Rotary Club  
Rotary Reading Rally’s  
Outstanding Readers 

By Jeanne Hamele 

What better way to celebrate Literacy Month than to 
recognize our top readers for our Rotary Reading Rally 
Program!  At a recent dinner meeting, the Honeoye Lake 
Rotary Club invited Jasmine Scheele, Alyssa Bailey, 
Charlie Sherman, Heather Brown and Alexis Johnson to 
join our One Hundred Book Club.  Each student was 
presented with a t-shirt indicating he/she had read at least 
one hundred books over the time he/she was in third, fourth 
or fifth grade.  The students also received a gift to share 
with their families as a reward for helping them achieve this 
magnificent goal.  (Alexis Johnson was unable to join us at 
our dinner meeting so is not pictured.) 
 
We also had Ben Battle join us as a member of the 200 
book club.  Ben read these books during his time as an 
elementary student while in third through fifth grade.  Ben 
was also recognized for his outstanding record at the end of 
the year awards ceremony in June. 
 
Each student was accompanied by proud parents and we 
even had an aunt and uncle of one of the students join us for 
this special ceremony.   
 

Pictured, left to right: Victor-Farmington Rotary 
President Jim Crane, Alina Urbanic and her mother 
Carol Urbanic’ 

Penfield Rotarians get  
back-stage look at RBTL   

By Jack Best 
 
Rochester Broadway Theater League Marketing Coordinator 
Jessica Ripple gave Penfield Rotarians some insights about 
how touring shows are chosen and priced at the Auditorium 
Theatre in Rochester.  Some bigger and current shows 
bypass Rochester, she said, because of larger capacity 
auditoriums in Buffalo and Syracuse.  Club President Jack 
Best presented her with a copy of Images of Early Penfield. 

Janelle Deal (in the back) with Rotary Reading Rally students  

Jack Best with Jessica Ripple 
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 RYLA Student Shares Adventures  
By Jeanne Hamele 

Honeoye Central High School Senior Chris Coriddi shared 
his experiences at the week long RYLA adventure with 
members and guests at a recent Honeoye Lake Rotary Club 
meeting. Chris shared pictures of the week’s activities and 
filled us in on what he did and learned during this 
experience.  He was grateful he was chosen to attend RYLA 
as he feels the time was valuable in extending his leadership 
abilities and skills.  Chris encourages other students to take 
advantage of this opportunity.  For him, it was a time to 
establish new friendships and build needed skills to be a 
successful adult.  

Hiking To Machu Picchu (continued): 

 
It may have been built as an estate for the Incan emperor 
Pachacuti.  
  
The Spanish conquistadors were never aware of Machu 
Picchu. The outside world learned of it in 1911 when 
American explorer Hiram Bingham discovered the site and 
publicized its existence. In 2011 the Rotary Club of Cusco 
contributed a plaque at the Machu Picchu train terminal 
commemorating Bingham’s contribution.  Machu Picchu is 
a UNESCO World Heritage site.  
              
Bruce traveled to Peru 
in June, accompanied 
by his wife Vera, and 
daughter Gina. Their 
ten day trip included a 
four day hike by 
Bruce and Gina on the 
Inca Trail to Machu 
Picchu. They showed 
slides of the 
experience and 
described the 
experience of hiking 
with guides and 
porters over a trail 
initially built by the 
Incas. 
    
Access to the Inca Trail is strictly regulated. A maximum of 
500 hikers are allowed on the trail. All must be 
accompanied by guides and porters. They sleep in tents at 
night and are usually in small groups of six or more. Meals 
are prepared by the guides and served in a dining tent. Both 
Bruce and Gina stated that the hike was strenuous but the 
scenery in the Andes was magnificent and Machu Picchu 
was worth the effort. Vera Chapman  rejoined them at 
Machu Picchu via the mountain train from Cusco. They all 
returned to Cusco via train after the hike. They commented 
on numerous highlights of their experience including the 
opportunity to see the Southern Cross in the evening sky.  
 
They did see some llamas but not much wild life. Both were 
amazed at the engineering ability of the Inca’s who built a 
magnificent city of stone without the use of mortar and 
cutting tools. They were unaware of the wheel yet moved 
all of the stone to create a terraced city on an Andean 
mountain. Their architectural skill was obvious from their 
use of trapezoid doors and windows and stone construction 
that was perfectly fitted. The Incas were interested in 
astronomy as evidenced by the astronomical alignment of 
structures. They created terraced gardens to insure a food 
supply. The Incas had no written language. It is unknown 
why the city was abandoned approximately 100 years after 
it was built. This happened at the time of the collapse of the 
Incan Empire. In the native Quechua language Machu 
Picchu translates as “ancient peak.” 
 

Pictured above - Chris Coriddi, RYLA attendee 

Hiking To Machu Picchu  
By Dave Luitweiler  

Rotarian Bruce Chapman was the speaker for an August 17th 
meeting of the Victor-Farmington Rotary Club at the Victor 
Municipal Park Lodge. Bruce recently traveled to Peru and 
accomplished his goal of hiking to Machu Picchu, the 15th 
century Inca citadel located 7,970 feet above sea level in the 
Cusco Region in the Andes. It is the most familiar icon of 
the Incan civilization. It is believed to have been built circa 
1450 and later abandoned at the time of the Spanish 
Conquest.   (continued) >> 

Bruce and Gina Chapman on Inca 
Trail hiking to Machu Picchu  
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Club Name Division Member Count Year to Date (YTD) Percent 

  7/1/2016 7/31/2016 +/- July 2016 YTD 

Avon E 53 No Report    

Bath F 33 33 0 100 100 

Belmont G 17 17 0 100 100 

Bloomfield F 27 28 1 82 82 

Brighton F 29 No Report         

Brockport F 22 22 0 67 67 

Caledonia-Mumford G 8 No Report    

Canandaigua D 111 No Report    

Canisteo G 16 No Report    

Chemung County Sunrise F 32 31 -1 81 81 

Clifton Springs F 43 45 2 69 69 

Clyde G 10 10 0 76.66 76.66 

Corning D 111 106 -5 45 45 

Dansville F 39 40 1 65.15 65.15 

Dundee F 27 28 1 79 79 

East Rochester G 17 No Report    

Elmira F 42 38 -4 47.08 47.08 

Elmira Heights G 27 27 0 76 76 

Fairport E 58 No Report    

Friendship G 14 15 1 100 100 

Gananda G 14 No Report    

Gates-Chili G 16 16 0 70 70 

Geneseo F 40 No Report    

Geneva E 70 69 -1 75 75 

Gorham G 14 No Report    

Greece E 84 No Report    

Hammondsport G 9 9 0 100 100 

Hilton G 9 No Report    

Honeoye G 19 22 3 59 59 

Honeoye Falls-Mendon F 27 27 0 72.8 72.8 

Hornell G 16 No Report    

Horseheads G 15 No Report    

Irondequoit F 32 31 -1 55 55 

Lima G 13 No Report    

Livonia F 29 34 5 77 77 

Membership Attendance 
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September 2016 
 

 September 17th -  District Membership 
Development Seminar - Bath (see page 2) 

 September 17th - Rotary 7120 Literacy Workshop,  
Clifton Springs Hospital - Registration at 8:30 am  

 September 24th -  District Membership 
Development Seminar - Newark (see page 2) 

 

October 2016 
 

 October 8th - District Membership Seminar - Rush 
(see page 2) 

 October 15th -  President Elect Training Seminar 1 
and Grant Management Seminar (Renewal) - Mt. 
Morris  

 October 15th - Club Secretaries Training session, 
Mt. Morris - which will run simultaneously with the 
PETS I session. 

 October 22nd -  Grant Management Seminar (Full) - 
Bath  

 October 29th - Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) - 
Canandaigua Inn on the Lake, 770 South Main Street;    
7:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

 
November 2016 

 

 November 9th - Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner - 
See Page 15 for more information. 

 
 

January 2017 
 

 January 9 - 14 - District Governor Elect Host 
Hospitality  

 
 

October 2016 
 

 October 1,  Bath Rotary’s Wineglass Pasta Dinner - 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church , 4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Get you tickets before Thursday, September 22nd. 
Contact Elaine Tears at etears@stny.rr.com 

 October 27th - Newark Rotary 90th Anniversary 
Celebration - Clifton Springs Country Club 

 
 

November 2016 
 

 November 8th - Newark Rotary Spaghetti Dinner - 
First United Methodist Church - 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 November 12th - Avon Rotary Auction - Avon 
Primary School; Preview at 8AM; Auction at 9AM. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming DISTRICT Events 
http://www.rotary7120.org/DistrictActivities.cfm 

Upcoming CLUB Events 
http://www.rotary7120.org/DistrictActivities.cfm 

 

Howard Selleck - Newsletter Editor  
Prattsburgh, NY 14873 

Tel. (607) 522-3229 
Email - hselleck@empacc.net 

Marc Kreuser - Attendance 
Newark, NY 14513 
Tel: (315) 331-3662 

Email - marckreuser@gmail.com 

Let us know when your club’s  
special events are  

 

The information can be entered on the 
District website - contact: Tom Brown at 

TomBrown@mediabarker.com 
 

To be listed in The Grapevine email the 
information to: Howard Selleck, Editor 

hselleck@empacc.net 

mailto:etears@stny.rr.com
http://www.rotary7120.org/DistrictActivities.cfm
http://www.rotary7120.org/DistrictActivities.cfm
mailto:hselleck@empacc.net
mailto:marckreuser@gmail.com
mailto:TomBrown@mediabarker.com
mailto:hselleck@empacc.net


                         District 7120 Attendance Report for the month of July 2016                                Page   22 

Membership Attendance  

Club Name Division Member Count Year to Date (YTD) Percent 

  7/1/2015 7/31/2016 +/- July 2016 YTD 

Lyons G 13 No Report    

Monroe County South G 15 15 0 50 50 

Mt. Morris G 23 23 0 56 56 

Naples F 45 No Report    

Newark E 95 95 0 63.2 63.2 

Nunda G 6 6 0 100 100 

Ontario-Walworth F 29 29 0 65 65 

Palmyra-Macedon F 39 39 0 95 95 

Penfield F 19 19 0 74 74 

Penn Yan F 41 41 0 72.6 72.6 

Pen-Web G 18 No Report    

Perry E 66 66 0 100 100 

Pittsford F 49 42 -7 68.93 68.93 

Prattsburgh G 10 10 0 77.27 77.27 

Red Creek G 16 16 0 70.31 70.31 

Red Jacket G 20 22 2 77 77 

Rochester B 342 360 18 49 49 

Rochester AM G 15 No Report    

Rochester Deaf G 13 No Report    

Rochester Latino G 15 16 1 72 72 

Rochester Northwest G 13 13 0 61 61 

Rochester Southeast G 24 25 1 75 75 

Rush-Henrietta F 35 35 0 77.6 77.6 

Scottsville G 11 12 1 54.55 54.55 

Seneca Falls E 53 55 2 65 65 

Sodus G 21 23 2 88 88 

Spencerport F 28 28 0 100 100 

Victor-Farmington G 22 No Report    

Waterloo F 29 29 0 65.52 65.52 

Watkins-Montour E 51 48 -3 65 65 

Wayland G 14 14 0 91 91 

Webster G 24 23 -1 60.7 60.7 

Wellsville F 23 23 0 83 83 

Williamson G 5 No Report    

Wolcott G 14 16 2 61 61 


