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  From the FCCA Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
Lean on Me was the theme  

for our last Continuing the  
Conversation/Building the  
Beloved Community Sunday. 

 
The disasters impacting large  

numbers of people have been overwhelming in 
magnitude and coming at breakneck speed, one on top 
of another.  Hurricanes, fires, earthquakes, violence….. 

 
During the service on Lean on Me Sunday, we 

provided space for sharing our feelings in response to 
the suffering and chaos in the world around us.  We 
spoke to each other of our feelings of being 
overwhelmed and feeling helpless.  We affirmed the 
power of the Beloved Community, of love, in the face of 
suffering.   

 
We affirmed the power of being in community where 

we can turn to each other and support each other.  And 
strengthen each other so we can respond to the 
suffering in our own lives and the lives of others.   

 
God is love….God is the presence of love in the 

midst of all that harms.  We are never alone in the 
struggle.  And so we lean on each other supported by 
the love of Christ that we share in community. 

 
Sometimes music says it best…. 

 

Sometimes in our lives we all have pain  

We all have sorrow  

But if we are wise  

We know that there's always tomorrow 
 

 Lean on me, when you're not strong  

And I'll be your friend  

I'll help you carry on 

For it won't be long  

'Til I'm gonna need  

Somebody to lean on  
 

Please swallow your pride  

If I have faith you need to borrow 

 For no one can fill those of your needs  

That you won't let show  
 

 

Both articles continue on page 2… 

 

From the CPC Pastor 
 
Dear Friends,  

 
Some of you know my friend 
John Louviere, who has come 
out to California twice to share 
his unique music and heart 
– once at the church and once at 
my house.   

 
He is also a writer of short stories, and recently he 
shared a story he wrote on facebook that I’ve been 
chewing on lately.   
 

The Horse And The Tree 
 
There was a horse whose mane was tangled in a tree. 
The rider had been thrown into a river - his head 
landing against a stone. The horse kicked and 
struggled but could find no one to help. The tree gave 
a laugh as the horse pushed against its trunk and 
tugged the branches to free himself. “It’s no use, my 
friend,” said the Tree.  
 
“Your struggling will only make it worse.” The horse 
snorted, “What do you know about struggle? You’re 
just a tree.” “You are correct, I am only a tree. But, 
that does not mean I am immune to struggle. No, the 
difference between you and me is how we go about 
our struggling.” “I am a horse - a powerful horse - I 
even threw my human rider into a river for treating me 
poorly.” “A human hand would be helpful for you right 
about now, wouldn’t you say?” The horse was quiet 
for a moment. Then the tree said, “Do you see that 
scar along my trunk?” The horse nodded. “That was 
from a great storm that took several of my branches. I 
did all that I could to hold my roots deep. I allowed the 
wind to take me this way and that. But, in the end, the 
wind proved too powerful, and I lost a part of myself.” 
The horse became quieter still.  
 
“What was I to do? What is there for a tree to do - but 
to grow. So grow I did. Do I remember the branches I 
lost? Of course I do. But, look what time has done; I 
am bigger than I’ve ever been, and proud of all my 
new branches." The horse thought for a moment. He 
had been very anxious until this moment and the calm 
felt good.  
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Pastor Will continues…      

 
“Would you like me to help you?” asked the tree. 
“Very much so,“ the horse replied. “But how can you 
help me, you have no hands, and I seem to be 
terribly tangled.”  
 
“You are tangled because of impatience. Your 
anxiety and thrashing about only made things 
worse. Now - now you must wait.” “Wait? Wait for 
what?” “You will see.” The horse was not sure if he 
was going to become free from his situation, but the 
tree did seem wise, and he felt very calm. So, he 
decided to wait. The sun set and a gentle breeze 
came and pushed the trees branches back and 
forth. The leaves fluttered and clapped against each 
other. The horse shuffled his feet, anxious that 
things would get worse. “Keep waiting. And, do not 
find the wind.” A day went by and all the tree said 
was, “Do not fight the wind.” Birds came and birds 
went. Night came and night went. One evening, the 
horse was so tired that he fell asleep. That night a 
great wind blew and blew, tossing the horse’s mane 
and the branches of the mighty tree. When he 
awoke, he reminded himself to be calm and not to 
fight the wind. The tree smiled at the horse, “Good 
morning. How did you sleep?” “Very well, thank you. 
I dreamed I was running across a meadow, free 
from my troubles. At night I would sleep under your 
branches; the very branches that had entangled me. 
And each day I would run free. What does it mean?” 
“I think it means you are learning patience.”  
 
“Patience?” asked the horse. “Yes,” said the tree, 
“patience. What you do not know - is that in your 
following my instructions to wait and to not fight the 
wind - you gave the wind a chance to free you. Little 
by little, breeze by breeze, she tossed your mane 
this way and that, slowly undoing the mess you had 
found yourself in. Last night, as you finally lay still, 
she was able to free you.” The horse’s eyes 
widened, “You mean I am free?” The tree nodded, 
“You have done well to be still.” Cautiously, the 
horse walked away from the great tree, and to his 
surprise, found that he was no longer entangled. He 
kicked and leapt for joy. The horse began to run 
back and forth across the field, faster and faster. 
The horse ran all day until the sun went down. 
Exhausted and happy the horse came back to the 
great tree, laid down, and fell fast asleep. 

 
What do you do with your impatience?  How are you 
able to let it go?  In what situations do you find you 
have more patience? 
Often, I find myself as impatient as the horse.  Other 
times, I can see that a decision or needed action will 
need to be discussed much more than I anticipate and  
 

 

I’m fine with waiting for a meeting of the minds to see 
how best to move forward.  I imagine that if people 
watched me during such times they would find a lot of 
inconsistency, but I trust that is true for most of us.  Each 
time I ask myself, “What does this moment call of me?”  
And of course, there are usually unique differences to 
each troubling time.   
 
How do you pay attention to yourself in such times?  
Does it help to have times of such self-reflection? 
 
Together we serve.   

Pastor Will 
 

Pastor Christy continues… 
 

You just call on me brother, when you need a hand  

We all need somebody to lean on  

I just might have a problem that you'll understand  

We all need somebody to lean on  
 

Lean on me, when you're not strong  

And I'll be your friend  

I'll help you carry on  

For it won't be long  

'Til I'm gonna need  

Somebody to lean on  
 

Lean on Me, the song written Bill Withers speaks to 
the profound healing that is possible as we lean on each 
other for support… as we acknowledge that we cannot 
go it alone.  Sometimes the suffering is too great, the 
pain too intense, the despair too overwhelming, the 
anguish too oppressive, the injustice too debilitating…to 
go it alone.  We need support.  We need community.  We 
need to go together.  And the presence of the Spirit goes 
with us.  Jesus said, “I will not leave you desolate….I will 
send the comforter in my name.” 

 

We are called be of service in the name of love.  
“Carry each other’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

 

And so strengthened by the support and 
understanding of the community of faith, we reach out.  
We will continue to find ways both individually and 
collectively to respond to the disasters that have affected 
so many peoples’ lives.   

 

Please continue to pray for those who are 
suffering…and find ways to offer financial or material 
support.  Through the church, you may continue to give 
financial support for those affected by the hurricanes and 
fires.  Simply put Hurricane relief or Fire relief in the 
memo line of your check. 

 
Blessings, 

Christy 
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Happy Anniversary! 

November 

2 and 3   Richard James and  
              Jerry Castleberry 
  (Domestic Partner and Legal  
   Marriage Anniversary) 
 3 Laurie and Dan Pease 
 8 Allan and Nancy Grissette 
29         Ward & Bev Preston 
 

 
 

Interfaith Council of Contra Costa 
County 2017 Annual Meeting 

Sunday, November 5th at 6:00 pm 
Sufism Reoriented • 11 White Horse Ct, Walnut 
Creek 

(To RSVP and reserve parking nearby go to 
http://tinyurl.com/SRParking )  

Potluck dinner begins at 6:00 pm and the program 
begins at 7:00 pm.  Reports from all of our 
programs with a celebration of all we do together! 

 

The Joint FCCA-CPC Women’s Luncheon will 
next meet Wednesday, November 1st at 11:30 am at 
Skyview Noodle and Tea (200 E. 3rd Street, Pittsburg). 
 

Fellowship Ministry: Our next meeting is 

scheduled for November 1 at 1:30 PM in the Camp 
Stoneman Room.  Please join us!  Share your ideas for 
this important part of who we are! The word ministry after 
fellowship is just that;  A Ministry.  I would love to talk to 
you about this.  Talk to me before I talk to you.   Thank 
you. - Mary Burks, Chair 
 

Outreach Committee:  We will next meet Monday, 

November 13th at 3:30 pm in the Stoneman Room.  
 

Welcome & Marketing Committee: We will next 

meet Wed., November 15th  at 11:30 am in the 
Stoneman Room.  
 

Worship Committee:  will next meet  Wednesday, 

November 15th at 3:00 pm at Ann Custer’s home.   
 

Theology Pub: Will next meet Wednesday, 

December 27th at 7:00 pm, at EJ Phairs.  
 

Classic Film Night formally LGBTQ Film Night: 
Will next meet Tuesday, Nov. 28th at 5:30 pm we will 
watch Rumor Has. 
 

Shared Ministry update:  Next Joint CPC/FCCA 

Cabinet/ Session meeting is scheduled for December 3rd 
following worship in the CSR.  
 

November 19th will be our monthly  
 

 
 

Wear something that shines to share the light of Christ. 
Bring a can of food or a donation for the food banks.   
 

 
Office Hours: 
Church Office will be closed  
the week of Thanksgiving,  
November 20 – 24.  
 
 

Daylight Savings ends 
Sunday, November 5th.  Don’t 
forget to set your clocks back  
1 hour before bed on Saturday! 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

November 

  1 Leah Becker  
 3  Chris Persing 
 4 Laura Rogers 
 7 Ginny McGuire 
13 Randy Hosmer 
14 Steven Brown 
18  Victoria Worchel  
20 Jackie James 
22 Evert Diest Lorgion 
25 Roseline Umozurike 
26 Tracy Bishop 
27  Peter Tedeschi 
28       Kookie McGuire 
29 Nina Javier 
30 Betty Pankey 
 Judie Moore 
 

*Contact Jessica, the Church 
Secretary, to add your Birthday & 
Anniversary to our records today! 

 

THE SHARED LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

http://tinyurl.com/SRParking
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FCCA Cabinet will next meet Sunday, November 

19th immediately following worship. 
FCCA's Stewardship Campaign. 
FCCA will be receiving pledges on Nov.19th. Please 
prayerfully considered how God is calling you to 
support our shared ministry. 
 

FCC Monday Bible Study: We meet at 10:00 

am every Monday in the Stoneman Room for an 
informal time of conversation, prayer & study.  We 
will not meet Monday, Nov. 6th or Nov. 27th.   

 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: We meet 

every Tuesday at 10 am in the Stoneman Room.  
 

Session Meeting: The next meeting will be 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 hosted by Dave Arms 

 
 

Bountiful Table Free Lunch Program 
We will be serving a Thanksgiving meal for our 
Bountiful Table lunch on Saturday, November 
18th.  We are looking for 5 volunteers that would 
like to cook a turkey.  Turkey's will be purchased  
by Bountiful Table, we just need cooks. 
 

Also, if you would like to donate a pie (any kind, 
already cooked. we need 10-12) please send 
Letha an email or call me at, 925-698-1943 or 
Letha.Arms@gmail.com  
 

If you have any extra blankets or towels, we will 
also be handing them out during 
the winter months!  
 

If you feel you are being called to serve, please 
come anytime! 
 

Blessings, 
Bountiful Table 
 
 

Donations of clothes needed to include 
women's and men's: pants, shirts, sweat 
shirts, t-shirts, rain gear, coats and shoes.  
Let your friends know and bring donations to 
church office Mon-Fri AM or entrance hall to 
chapel on any Sunday AM. 

 

 

NOVEMBER REFLECTION 
 As we enter the holiday season, sometimes 
we are plagued with ‘shoulds’?-  Some of them are:  
We should be happy to be with family who are 
troublesome.  We should be happy even though we 
are grieving.  We should be happy even though we are 
battling illness.  We should spend large amounts of 
money on food and gifts.  We should be busy every 
moment in all festivities.  What are your ‘shoulds’? 
 
  If I am depressed due to my ‘shoulds’ it is time 
to find a better solution.  I can’t solve what you might 
want to do with your time or your inner-self, but I can 
recommend we focus on God’s gifts rather than the 
‘shoulds.’ 

- Janie Hodges 

 

Compassion Sunday  
 
We will celebrate 
Compassion Sunday 
on November 19. The 
Chancel area will 
display the 
cornucopia and other 
Thanksgiving  

decorations. Please bring non-perishable foods to 
share with those in our community who are in need.  
 
In times like these, gratitude and thanksgiving offer an 
anchor of hope when the world seems overrun with 
disasters and sadness. Let’s fill the cornucopia to 
overflowing and share our abundance with those who 
might not otherwise have a holiday meal.  
 

PEACE CAMP THANKS! Our 1st Peace Camp 

was a success, for the children who attended as well 
as the adults...With 7 kids in attendance on Friday and 
6 students on Saturday, we were a small, but mightily 
enthused group! 

Many thanks to the Adults who helped with their 
time, talent, and expertise: Lyn Loftin and Bev 
Peterson kept us fed & even gave us snacks & 
cleaned the kitchen after each meal, plus set up our 
Social Hour on Sunday. 

Jessica Natal, Joanne Chalmers, Gayle Namanny, 
Rev. Christy, & Elaine Palmer taught our peace & 
scripture based lessons in our classes. Rev. Will, 
Elaine Palmer, and Jane Fish led our music. Jessica 
Natal single-handedly created our beautiful decor and 
ambience. Our wonderful Pastors, Will McGarvey and 
Christy Parks Ramage, and Jane Fish led the whole 
group sessions.  We appreciate the positive response 
from the Congregation after our Sunday Peace 
Service, as well.  THANK YOU ALL for a job well done 
and helping to share PEACE with one another & in our 
community. 

 

ECSM News! 
  

All newsletter articles  
are due on the 22nd  
of each month.  
Please email to  
Jessica at 
 cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net. 

 

mailto:Letha.Arms@gmail.com
mailto:cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net
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Pastors Schedule 
Christy will be attending a Clergy Retreat, November 5 – 7 
and will be away in Southern CA November 21st –27th.  
For pastoral emergencies, please contact Pastor Will at 
925.597.9797. 
 

Fellowship (Coffee) Hour: I am usually looking for 

providers for the Fellowship Hour.  The Care Team group 
is providing a Birthday Cake every 2nd Sunday of each 
month to say Happy Birthday to all who have birthdays 
during that month.  Only cake is OK. But, how about those 
having a birthday that month add to it and provide other 
things? Any kind of snack is fine. I won’t specifically ask 
you. I’ve always liked the Nike slogan.  Just Do It!!!  So 
November 12 is next!    

Thanks to all who have been helping out the past 
month.   Especially all who brought pumpkin based 
goodies on October 29.   

Our next Sunday to help out is November 26th 
when we will be having Stone Soup.  The Turkey broth 
will be provided from the left over carcasses used at the 
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 19.  We are asking 
you to bring the rest; cut up and ready to go veggies of 
any kind, pasta, beans, anything that is good in turkey 
soup!   Please bring it to the kitchen prior to worship.   

Open dates for the near future are November 5, 
12 and December 24 and 31.  Please add your name to 
the calendar in the social hall.   
Thank you in advance. 

- Mary Burks, Chair 925.852.8392 
 

Equal Exchange: The coffee cart is available during 

Fellowship Hour in the Social Hall on most Sundays. You 
will find Fair Trade Equal Exchange coffee or tea! And 
chocolate bars.  There is also regular and decaf coffee 
and each come in regular roast and French roast! If you’re 
looking for a last minute gift these are the perfect things!  
People will love them.  

The chocolate bars have not been selling well at 
all so they are now priced at $2.00/bar.  Half price!   

Thank you for supporting the small farmers via 
the Equal Exchange program.  

- Mary Burks 
 

Save the Date! 
December 3—Advent Party 
 

December 10—Cookie Exchange—the sign-up sheet to 
participate in this will be available starting November 19.  
Depending on the number of people participating will 
determine how many cookies each person makes. 

 
 

CPC Treasurer’s Corner: 
September 

Income:   $16,584.93 
Expenses:   $16,779.85 

 

Holiday Tea Fundraiser, December 2:  CPC is 

planning a Holiday Tea fundraiser for Saturday afternoon, 
December 2 from 1-4 pm in the Social Hall.  Tickets are 
priced at $15, or two for $25, and will be available 
beginning in early November.  So save the date and plan 
to attend.  What will be unique about this tea is the 
theme:  we plan to feature a variety of creches/nativity 
sets.  We will have tables set up displaying creches, and 
are asking you to contribute to the success of this event 
by sharing yours for the day.  We would like to have a 
wide variety of creches:  primitive, elegant, ethnic, wood, 
ceramic, pottery, fabric, metal, etc.  Maybe you have one 
you got on a trip, or as a gift, or made yourself, or had for 
your children to handle.  We will not allow them to be 
touched by our guests, they are just for their viewing 
pleasure.  Thanks to the few who have offered theirs, and 
we still need several more.  If you have any you would 
like to share for the day please let Cherie Persing (925-
439-7881 or cheriepersing@comcast.net) or Myrdell 
Dybdal (925-858-7752 or quiltingmd@aol.com) know. 

We also will need some folks to help make this a 
success by helping with set-up Friday afternoon and 
Saturday morning, plating the savories and sweets, 
serving our guests, monitoring the creche display tables, 
and helping with the take-down and clean-up.  Please let 
Cherie or Myrdell know how you can help.  And of 
course, we are asking you to help spread the word and 
encourage friends, family, neighbors and colleagues to 
join us for an enjoyable and tasty afternoon as we enter 
into the holiday season. 
Thanks for helping make this a wonderful holiday event. 

- Cherie and Myrdell 
 

Winter Nights Towel Washing: We have been 

helping with this project for about 3 years now.  Winter 
Nights is a program through the Interfaith Council where 
churches across the county have homeless families as 
their guests for 2 weeks.  Tents are set up in social halls, 
gyms, etc. for the families to have a dry, warm place to 
stay at night.  During the day while the children are in 
school and some parents are working, others spend their 
time at the Oasis Center which is at the St Vincent 
DePaul facility on Gladstone in Pittsburg.   There they are 
able to take showers so there are towels to wash.  Along 
with St Ignatius Catholic Church in Antioch we take turns 
washing these towels.  ECSM will be washing towels in 
November, January, March and May.  The slots for 
November are filled but we need help the other months.  
How it works is, pick the dirty towels up on Friday 
afternoon between noon and 4:00 pm and return the 
clean towels on Monday morning between 8:30 am and 
noon.   
You will be hearing more about Winter Nights as we will 
be the host church in May. 
Questions?  Talk to Mary Burks or Betsy Sullivan.  
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November 5th  
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Rev. Christy Parks-Ramage 

 

November 12th  
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Josh 24:1-3a, 14 -25 • Ps 78:1-7 OR 

Wisd of Sol 6:12-16 or Amos 5:18-24; Wisd of Sol 6:17-20  
Or Ps 70 • 1 Thess 4:13-18 • Matt 25:1-13 

Rev. Will McGarvey 
 

November 19th  
Thanksgiving Sunday 

and Stewardship Sunday 
Sparkle Sunday 

Rev. Christy Parks-Ramage 
 

November 26th  
Reign of Christ 

New Way Sunday  
Ezek 34:11 – 16, 20-24 • Ps 100 OR  
Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24 • Ps 95:1-7a 

Eph 1:15-23 • Matt 25:31-46 

Rev. Will McGarvey 

 
 

Stewardship Campaign: The CPC 2018 pledge 

drive has begun and will culminate with the dedication of 
pledges on November 19th.    We ask you praYerfully ask 
yourself how you can “serVe and giVe” to CPC in 2018.  
Faithfully yours, 
The Finance and Stewardship committee 

 

November  
Music News 
A Christmas choir will 
hopefully be forming to sing 
in December. Please 
contact Michael if you can  
join for a seasonal group 

just for the month of December. 
 

The New Way schedule in  
November is rehearsal on the  
second Sunday, November 12,  
at 11:45 am. 
 
New Way Sunday is November 26  
(Sunday after Thanksgiving). Warmup is at 9 am, New Way 
worship celebration is at 10 am, followed by a rehearsal 
(after Fellowship Time) at 11:45 am. 
 
All are welcome to sing and make a joyful noise! 

 

NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

November 5th   
Liturgists    Sandy Henry 
Ushers    Mary Burks and Pat Vines 

Greeters    Janice Campbell 
 

November 12th  
Liturgists    Janie Hodges  
Ushers    Jim and Janie Hodges 

Greeters    Mary Burks 
 

November 19th  
Liturgists   Mike Sullivan  
Ushers    Dave and Letha Arms 
Greeters          The Arms’ Family   
 

November 26th  
Liturgists    New Way 
Ushers    George and Jude Stephens 

Greeters    George and Jude Stephens 
 

December 3rd   
Liturgists    Jim Hodges 
Ushers    Roberto and Nora Buluran 

Greeters    Roberto and Nora Buluran 
 

Ushers: Please let Janie Hodges (new head Usher) 
know by the Friday before your Sunday If you cannot 

make it on the date/date’s above. You may contact her at 
925-368-5797 or njhodges@aol.com. If you have any 

questions or would like to become an Usher, please email 
or call her. 

 

 
Care Team offering 

The first Sunday of each month has traditionally 
been Deacons' Sunday at Community Presbyterian 
Church – it will now be Care Team Sunday at 
ECSM.  

 

The Care team has a special fund for persons in 
need who come to our church looking for 
emergency support. The fund has been used to 
provide housing, food or gasoline to help families 
who find themselves in difficult circumstances. 

 

Special envelopes are available in the pew racks 
for those who wish to help the Care Team provide 
support for those in need coming to our church 
seeking help. 

The Care Team thanks everyone for their 
continued support. 

 

mailto:njhodges@aol.com


 
 
 
 
 

Page 7 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER PAGE 

November Prayer Families & Churches  
 

November 5   

Kylie McLaughlin 
First Presbyterian Church – San Leandro 

Bev Peterson 
Kenwood Community UCC 

 

November 12   
Tristan Mendoza and Matt Taum 

Brazilian Fellowship – San Mateo 
Beverly Preston 

Community UCC – La Selva Beach 
  

November 19 
Renee and Hayley Moore 

First Presbyterian Church – San Mateo  
Betty Rexroth 

Lodi United Congregational Christian DOC UCC 
  

November 26       
The Namanny Family 

Mid-Peninsula Hispanic – San Mateo 
The Rogers Family 

Loomis Basin Congregational UCC 
 
  

Prayer cards are located in the Narthex by the 
Guest Book 

 

Prayers of Healing 

 
 

Renée Moore, Virginia Devens, Reggie Washington, 
Starr Lieber, Dorothy Shipe, Lucille Corzine, Elaine 
Grothmann, Anne Cakebread, Betty LaMar, Margaret 
Wilcox, Paul Telfer, Betty Rexroth, Mary Vargo, Patsy 
Nash. Elwin, Bev Peterson’s husband. Carol Krishnan’s 
sisters. Grace, Donald Lang’s grandmother. Hanby & 
Greenwood Families (Betsy Sullivan’s Family). Deborah 
Scott (with many health issues right now). Catherine 
Hewitt, Mary Burks cousin who is battling cancer. Kahli 
Davis. Pastor Will. Jerry Castleberry and Richard 
James. Betty Brown, Carol Czarnowski. Lucille 
Brautigam. Letha Arms. 
 

 

Prayers of Concern 

 
 

Those affected by the recent violence here and abroad.  
Those affected by the natural disasters in Texas, the 
Caribbean – St. Martin, St. Barts, Antigua and Barbuda, 
British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Turks and Caicos, Miami, Cuba, Mexico, Nepal, 
Northern & Southern California, the Philippines, Japan. 
Safety for all in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, 
Egypt and Sudan. California Public Schools and 
teachers. The economy, and those laid off or in need of 
employment.  Those living without shelter, experiencing 
any form of mental illness and those without healthcare.  
Betty Pankey. The family of Forrest Brown.  All those 
affected by the fires in Northern California.   
 
 

Prayers For Our Mission Partners 

 
 

Prayers for the ministry of Let’s Feed  
the Kids, Friends Feeding Friends,  
Habitat for Humanity, the Interfaith  
Council of Contra Costa County,  
Loaves and Fishes, P.I.C.E.S., the 
Antioch Ministerial Food Bank, the  
Literacy Project in Pittsburg, the  
Presbytery of San Francisco, the  
Bay Association of the Northern California-Nevada 
Conference, UCC, Westminster Woods, Camp Cazadero, 
Rev. Charles Tinsley at the Juvenile Detention Center, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Winter Nights Rotating 
Shelter, Shelter Inc., Shepherd’s Gate, Heifer International, 
and the Al-Basma School and Program in Beit Sahour, 
Palestine, Joining Hands – Bolivia, Hesperian International, 
the Keep Hope Alive Program, and Minar and Milad 
Vosqueritchean in East Jerusalem with their after school 
peace school and music program.   

 
 

Prayers for Sisters & Brothers  

Around the World 
 

The Conflict in the Middle East; Darfur, Sudan; East 
Congo, Bolivia; Colombia; Venezuela; Lebanon, 
Israel-Palestine, North Korea, and Mumbai, India.  
Long term aid to Haiyan victims; children in Hurricane 
areas; those affected by earthquakes, and the unrest 
in Pakistan.  For those who serve in the Armed 
Forces.  For those who suffer from hunger and thirst; 
loneliness; illness; malnutrition; ageism.  For those 
who are excluded; homeless; friendless; the 
underemployed and jobless. For those affected by 
Hurricane Harvey and the other natural disasters 
around the world.  
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Minutes for Regular Stated Meeting of Session              October 17, 2017 
 

 

Called to order at 6:40 p.m. at the home of Mary Burks by checking in.   
Elders present:  Ruling Elders: Dave Arms, Mary Burks, Betsy Sullivan, Jim Hodges and Teaching 
Elder/Moderator:  Rev. Will McGarvey.  A quorum was present. 
Elders excused:  None. Visitors: None. 
Mission statement was read by all and Moderator Will McGarvey opened in prayer.   
Docket was read and approved. 
MSC to approve minutes of September 19, 2017 Regular Stated Meeting of Session as corrected. 
Consent Calendar:  None.   
 

SPECIAL REPORTS: 
Clerk of Session:  None  Correspondence:  Nominating Committee letter from Presbytery 10-09-17. 
Passed around for suggestions from Elders.  
Pastor's Report:  Regular monthly committee meetings.  Peace Camp planning meeting. SF Presbytery 
Ministers Retreat included conversations about helping members become more missional in their own lives 
and outlook.  Classic movie night was amazingly theological in topic.  Worship planning lunch with Christy and 
Kathryn for Oct. 22nd.  Lunch with a member of the Police department to discuss the needs of the homeless 
community.  Z Café worship planning.  Peace Vigil for Las Vegas in Concord.  Welcoming Schools and 
Congregations Faith Leaders panel in Concord.  Regional Presbytery meeting at LOPC. Peace Camp!  
Witness Our Welcome service.  Worked with Jessica to report the break-in and get new locks installed.  Police 
came by for report, and Delta Locksmith came by and replaced some outdoor keys.  Connected with a pastor 
from Havana, Cuba who ministers to LGBTQ people there, who seeks a sister-church relationship with us.  I’ll 
be meeting online with him monthly to help give him ideas.   
November 15th, 7:00 PM reserved chapel for Wednesday evening Church community meeting to have open 
informational discussion about how to use $5000 mission money. 
Presbytery Meeting report:   Will and Mary reported on the Tuesday, October 10th regional presbytery 
meeting at Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church in Lafayette.  We approved a way to approve the sharing of 
Presbytery funds to Far East Bay mission projects.  The next regular Presbytery meeting will be Tuesday, 
November 14 at First Presbyterian in Concord.  More to come from regional gifts committee on how to 
distribute.  (2x per year is standard, perhaps we would join with another church to help serve a meal.) 
Treasurer's Report:    Report emailed by Cherie Persing 10-13-17.   
Care Team:  Minutes emailed by Chuck Dybdal 10-12-17.   
Event Coordinator:  Updated Events Calendar emailed by Jessica 10-10-17.    
Nominating Committee:  Report emailed by Cherie Persing 10-13-17.  Prospects are looking slim for people 
available to serve. We need a discussion about requirement for ordaining deacons to serve on Care 
Committee.  Will said deacons can be organized to be whatever they need to be, but he will research how to 
accomplish that.  Need discussion about polity between congregations going forward. 
Personnel Committee:  No report. A meeting date needs to be set before Advent. 
 

COMMITTEE/MINISTRY REPORTS: 
Building & Grounds:  No report.  Special thanks to Bill Dexheimer for all his efforts. 
Christian Education:   Peace Camp was a great success with 7 or so attendees and good participation by all 
in Sunday’s Service.  Thanks to Jane Fish, Jessica Natal, Pastor Christy and Pastor Will for organizing and 
implementing.   
Fellowship:  Report emailed by Mary Burks 10-12-17.  
Outreach:  Report brought by Betsy.  Thanksgiving Interfaith Dinner.  Assistance is needed for cost of turkeys, 
will be handled by asking folks from other churches to bring turkeys.  
We discussed names and locations of known groups who are providing services in fire areas to which help 
could be given to help distribute contributions of funds and goods. 
Stewardship & Finance:   Minutes emailed by George Stephens 10-15-17.   See action items below. 
Welcoming & Marketing:  Minutes emailed by Elaine Palmer 10-12-17. 

           Continues on page 9 
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Worship:   Minutes emailed by Ann Custer 10-11-17.  Update on services:  Building the Beloved Community, 
Oct 22; Reformation Sunday Oct. 29, Father Tom Bonacci preaching; October 29 and November 5 we will have 
Moments for Stewardship to lead up to Stewardship Sunday on November 12. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Finance and Stewardship Items: 
o Question regarding Bounce Houses, most come with generator, and would not need church power? 

Dave Arms said that only applies where the event is in a park or area where power is not available.  
Those using our courtyard contributions use church power.  Second question was about verifying that 
the contract requires a rider and that we get a copy of the insurance rider from each renter.  Will said 
that Jessica does this already as a matter of course. 

o Recommend Jessica work with suppliers to resolve issues of printer/computer communications while 
both still under warranty.  Will stated that the warranty does not cover our side of the internet 
connection.  Sometimes it is slow, and she just uses a flash drive. 

o Recommend putting any funds raised from Holiday Tea December 2nd go to General Fund.  MSC, 
Session agrees funds go to General Fund. 

o Due to chapel improvements required at unknown cost, recommend determining participation in 
these costs.  This is an internal question for Session.  It was agreed that estimated cost will be $15k, 
as a figure to aim toward. 

o CPC Synod Investment signers.  MSC, Session decided that Jim Hodges, Clerk of Session; 
Cherie Persing, Church Treasurer; and Mary Burks, Corporation President will be named as 
signers. 

• Possibility of Futuring workshop/training with Rev. David Henry.  Session agreed it should be requested as a 
topic for the joint cabinet Session meeting, December 3rd after church. 
   

CONTINUING BUSINESS:  
•     Progress of FCCA request to move their three crosses and bell to CPC:  Dave and Chris will just go over to 

the FCCA member’s yard to look at the crosses and the bell.  Dave will ask Christy about what to do with the 
Mower to make room for the bell. 

• Peace Candle project update.  Nothing new to report. 

• $5000 from Presbytery Mission and Vision Leadership committee to be used for mission in our local 
community.  Results of Wednesday, Sept. 20th meeting and feedback from October 10th East Bay Regional 
Meeting were given by Mary and Will.  November 15th at 7:00 PM the chapel has been reserved for 
Wednesday evening Church community meeting to have an open informational discussion about how to use 
$5000 mission money from Presbytery. 

• Replacement of the damaged church sign.  Nothing to report.  

• Church website updated pictures and new theme: On hold for the time being  

• Music Library Filing:  Pending.   

• Church Attendance Records:  Due to computer failure, past data was lost, and Jessica must start over.  MSC 
to start over with current attendance and enter it only for the last month and forward.  Jessica should 
provide reports to Session and Care Team on monthly basis. 

• Appoint members at large to the Personnel Committee for 2017:  Pending Lucas’ decision for a baptism 
date. 

• Continuing the conversation with the pastor:  Updated. 

• Appreciation for Jessica for all her Peace Camp efforts.  MSC to give her a card and gift card for $50 for a 
Day Spa.  Betsy will get a gift card and the amount will be charged to line item 2126 Camp Fund.  Mary will 
make a card. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  Next Session Meeting:  November 21, 2017 hosted by Dave Arms and Dave 
will prepare communion. Next Joint CPC/FCCA Leadership meeting scheduled for (December 3rd) following 
worship.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Hodges 
Clerk of Session 
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Please contact our Events Coordinator, Jessica Natal for 
information.  Private Rental rates for your friends are 
based on the number in attendance. CPC & FCCA 
members get the Church Member rates. Contact Jessica 
at 925.276.0960 or cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net 

 

News from the Care Team 
 
Last month, we  
published a list of all  
your Care Team leaders, 
and those who have  
been assigned to them  
as part of our call to care. 
 
Here is more information  
about the work of the  
Care Team.  
 
The Care Team is open to anyone who attends services 
here and is willing to reach out to our members in 
providing help and support however we can. 
 
The Care Team provides Jessica with grocery cards, 
McDonalds cards and bus passes to help those who 
come to our door in need.  
 
The Care Team honors birthday celebrants on the second 
Sunday of each month for that month with a beautiful 
cake from our own Becki Peterson at the Fellowship Hour. 
 
The Care Team coordinates the Angel Tree Giving at 
Christmas. 
 
The Care Team helps fund the Bountiful Table monthly 
free lunch. 
 
The Care Team raises funds at the annual barbecue. This 
year, we added an ice cream social fund raiser to 
augment our resources. 
 
The Care Team coordinates memorial services with the 
ministers and families, providing food for receptions 
following those services. 
 
The Care Team offers home communion to our home-
bound. 
 
Our nurture groups support our members and friends with 
phone calls, celebratory wishes, encouragement, and 
simple check-ins to keep the lines of communication 
open.  
 
Volunteers are needed and always welcome. We happily 
offer training and support for leaders, and encourage 
those who are interested to partner with one of us to learn 
the ropes, so to speak.  
 
The rewards of this endeavor are many, and the feeling of 
accomplishments for the greater good is high. We meet 
monthly on the second Sunday at 8:30am. Please 
consider working with this dedicated group. Any of the 

Care Team leaders will be delighted to discuss how you 
can help care for our church family and our church 
mission. 
 
Care Team Leaders: Letha Arms, Michael & Stephanie 
Capurro, Chuck Dybdal, Judy Hartz, Sandy Henry, Judie 
Moore, Elaine Palmer, Jude Stephens, Mike Sullivan. 

 
 
To my Church Family, 
 

My recent induction to the Pittsburg Entertainment and 
Arts Hall of Fame was a wonderful event.  Many thanks 
go to those who helped to make it such a lasting memory: 

➢ To all of you for the generous monetary gift which 
will be used towards Reed’s Caregiver expense. 

➢ To those who shared the afternoon with me. The 
church received a $200 rebate for the Music Fund 
from the ticket sales. 

➢ To Betsy and Myrdell who offered to stay with 
Reed so our daughter could attend the event. 

➢ To Chuck, who is the “mover and shaker” behind 
PEAHOF, for his fabulous organization and 
attention to detail.  

This community of faith has been so supportive in times of 
joy and sorrow and appreciative of my directing and 
playing efforts since 1961.  Now, more than ever, you are 
my lifeline.  
 

With love and thanks from my grateful heart, 
Ann 

 
 

 
 

Welcoming Newest Grandbaby to Paul & Jane Fish... 
Saoirse Ann, born October 18th, 6lb 7oz, 18”...Mama & Baby 
doing well, proud parents Matt & Kate and new big sister 
Jo all quite happy with new addition to their family!!!! 

mailto:cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net
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Interfaith 

Thanksgiving 

Potluck Dinner 

Sunday, November 19th, 2017 at 
3:00 pm for gathering,  

3:30 pm for dinner 
in the Social Hall at  

East County Shared Ministry 
(CPC & FCCA)  

200 E Leland Rd., Pittsburg 
 

Bring a side dish or dessert to share (vegetarian, kosher/halal 
are all welcome).  

 

East County Shared Ministry will provide halal turkey, 
with stuffing, potatoes and gravy to share.  

 

This is an East County Wide celebration.  Interfaith 
Clergy and Faith Leaders will be given a chance to 
share thanksgiving blessings from their traditions. 

 

Please RSVP to Jessica Natal at 925.439.9361 or 
cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net.  All traditions are invited. 

 

     

mailto:cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net
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I first walked through our church doors about this  

time of year in 1979.  I sat near the back, next to  

Nita Baker.  Nita has gone on to join the saints,  

and she was what we call a "pillar of the church".   

She was friendly and welcoming, and when the  

service started she groaned and said "Oh no,  

it's Stewardship Sunday.  We have a new visitor and the first thing she will hear is, We want 

your money."  Now I was raised in a great family, but we did not attend church and I had no 

idea how churches worked.  I guess I thought churches didn't have expenses, or if they did 

money just fell from the heavens, or there was somebody "out there" who took care of such 

things.  Well, as I grew into this church family I came to realize that none of that was true.  

Church "works" because we make it work.  WE are the ones who pay the PG&E bill, and 

modest salaries for our staff, and for garbage pickup and insurance and the water bill and 

property taxes and the copier lease and paper and toner and toilet paper and telephone and 

the myriad other expenses that churches have.  Just as WE are the ones who teach Sunday 

School and sing in New Way and serve as liturgists and ushers and greeters and show up for 

kitchen clean-up and the Bountiful Table meal program and host Fellowship Hour.  WE are the 

church.  This is our community, our family.  And yes, this is Stewardship Sunday.  

  

This is the time of year when the CPC session and FCCA cabinet start planning for next year.  

We are asking you to start thinking about how you can financially support this church 

community.  And we all have to prayerfully think about it.  Not many of us have unlimited 

resources - we consider what is important to us, and that is where we choose to put our 

money.  Is this church community important to you?  CPC and FCCA will both be sending out 

letters soon asking you to consider pledging.  A pledge is not a promise, but pledges are very 

helpful in budget preparation.  We ask you to be realistic about what you can provide, and if 

that changes at any time during the year you can simply contact the financial secretaries:  

Ginny McGuire for FCCA and Myrdell Dybdal for CPC.  You will likely pledge to FCCA or CPC 

if you are a member.  We have folks in our church family who haven't joined either CPC or 

FCCA but do pledge to one or the other and some split their pledges between the two.  If you 

aren't able to pledge at this time, and even if you do, continue to support this shared ministry 

as you are able, along with the special offerings, disaster assistance, food to local food banks, 

school supplies, and whatever else stirs your heart.  We are all called to BE the church by 

sharing our time and talents and resources.  That is how church "works".  

Thank you.  

 

Stewardship Message October 29, 2017 (Myrdell Dybdal) 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

October 29 
 

10:00 am   
Worship Service in the 
Chapel  
 

 
4-7 MC - Sanctuary & 
classrooms 

October 30 
 

10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
6:15 pm Cub Scouts – SH 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts – SH 

October 31 
 
10:00 am  Bible 
Study – CSR  

November 1 
 

11:30am Women’s 
Fellowship 
 
1:30 pm – Fellowship 
Mtg. – CSR 

 
PCT –6:30 –9:30pm SH 
 

7:30 – 9 PM  Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

November 2 
 
PCT –6:30–9:30pm -
SH 
 

November 3 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio  Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

November 4 
 

Private Event – 
SH 12-4 pm 
 
Meeting – CSR 1 
– 2:30pm  
 
Ministerio – SH  
5pm – 8pm 

5 *Daylight Savings 
 

10:00 am   
Communion Sunday 
Service in the Chapel 
 
 

4-7 MC –  Sanctuary & 
classrooms    
 
PCT – 4:30 – 8:30pm - SH 

 

6 
 

NO FCC Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – Chapel  
 

7 
 

 

10:00 am Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
 
PCT – 6:30 – 9:30pm - 
SH 
 

 

8 
 

PCT – 6:30 – 9:30pm - 
SH 
 

 
7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

 

9 
 
11 – 2:30 pm 
Private event in 
the SH 

 
PCT –6:30–9:30pm -
SH 

 
  

10 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
  Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 
 

PEACE CAMP! 
 

11 
11 - 6 pm Private 
event in the SH 
 
8:30am – 12pm 
PCT Rehearsal 
in the Chapel 
 
Ministerio – 9am 
– 12pm in the 
CSR  

12 
8:30am Care team mtg. - CSR 
 

10:00 am   
Joint Sunday Service in 
the Chapel 
 
11:45 am New Way Rehearsal 
– Sanctuary 
 
 

4-7 MC –  Sanctuary & 
classrooms    
 
PCT – 4:30 – 8:30pm - SH 

 

13 
10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
3:00 pm – Outreach 
Meeting – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – Chapel  
 

14 
 

10:00 am   Bible 
Study – CSR 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – 
Chapel  
 
PCT – 6:30 – 9:30pm - 
SH 
 

 
  
 

 

15 
 

10 am – Peace Camp 
MTG. – CSR 
 

11:30 am – Welcome 
& Marketing – CSR 
 
 

3:00 pm – Worship 
Meeting – Ann’s 
home. 
 
PCT – 6:30–9:30pm -SH 

 
7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

 

16 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – 
Chapel  
 

PCT –6:30–9:30pm -
SH 
 
  

17 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
 In the Social HALL 
 

 

18 
 

Bountiful Table 
– 11:30 am – 
1:30 pm – SH 
 
4:00 pm Private 
event in the SH 
 

19 
 

 

10:00 am  
Thanksgiving Service – 
Chapel 
 

11:45 am FCC Cabinet Meeting 
– CSR  
 

3:00 pm Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

4-7 MC –  Sanctuary & 
classrooms    

20    OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 
 

10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – Chapel  
 
 

21    OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 

10:00 am   Bible 
Study – CSR 
 
6:30 pm Session 
Meeting 

 
PCT – 6:30 – 9:30pm - 
SH 

 

22    OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 

*December 
newsletter 

articles Due to the 
Church Office 

today! 
 

PCT – 6:30–9:30pm- SH 
 

7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

23  OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

 

24  OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

25 
 
4:30 pm Private 
event in the SH 
 

26 
9:00 am New Way warm up – 
Sanctuary 
 

10:00 am   
New Way Worship 
Service in the Chapel  
 
4-7 MC - Sanctuary & 
classrooms 
 
PCT – 4:30 – 8:30pm - SH 

27 
 

NO FCC Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – Chapel  
 

28 
 

10:00 am  Bible 
Study – CSR  
 

5:30 pm – Classic 
Movie Night – CSR   
 
PCT – 6:30 – 9:30pm - 
SH 

 

29 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – 
Chapel  
 

PCT –6:30–9:30pm -SH 
 

7:30 – 9 PM  Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 
 
 
 
 

30 
PCT –6 – 10 pm – 
Chapel  
 

PCT –6:30–9:30pm -
SH 

 
 

December 1 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio  Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

December 2 
 

HOLIDAY TEA 
FUNDRAISER 
1 – 4 pm in the 
Social Hall  

 
 

JOINT CALENDAR OF EVENTS NOVEMBER 2017 
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November Events at ECSM 
 

 Bountiful Table - Free Lunch Event  
Our church is hosting free lunches every 3rd Saturday of the month 

for the community in the Social Hall. The next lunch will be a 
Thanksgiving Style Lunch on November 18th  

11:30 – 12:30 pm in the Social Hall. 
 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 19th at 3pm in the Social Hall.  
Please RSVP to Jessica, see insert for more information. 

 

Stewardship/Commitment Sunday! 

Sunday, November 19th at 10:00 am in the Camp Stoneman Chapel. 
Join us as we dedicate this year’s pledges. 

 

Holiday Tea Fundraiser 
Saturday, December 2nd at 1:00 pm in the Social Hall. 

Get your tickets today! See page 5 for more information. 
 

 


