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  From the FCCA Pastor 
 
“After the sun had set and evening  
had come, people brought to Jesus  
all the sick and those who had 
gathered in front of the house.  
Jesus healed many who were sick 
with all kinds of diseases and drove  
out many demons….  Very early the  
next morning, long before daylight,  
Jesus got up and left the house.  He went out of town 
to a lonely place, where he prayed.”  Mark 1:32-35 

 
In this passage from the Gospel of Mark, we see 

that after a long evening of healing the sick, Jesus gets 
up early the next morning and goes to a lonely place 
where he prays.   

 
During the season of Lent this year, we are going to 

explore what happens when we “go to a lonely place to 
pray” as Jesus did after a busy day.     

 
Inspired by Marcia McFee, our Lenten theme this 

year is “Listen.”  In quiet (lonely) places we listen…to 
our own hearts…and we listen for the voice of our still 
speaking God.   

 
Marcia writes about the attitude of pray we will 

nurture during Lent.  She writes, “Have you ever 
misplaced your phone—which is on vibrate of course—
and then asked someone to call it?  We get really still 
and really quiet.  Our ears perk up in all directions in 
order to be ready to hear that little buzz.  It is a 
quieting down and high alert all at the same time.  This 
Lent we will quiet things down and heighten our 
attention to the ‘still, small voice’ of God and our own 
True Self.  Listening through prayer as well as 
meditation on holy texts is an ancient Lenten practice.”   
 

This year, Lent begins on Valentine’s Day, February 
14.  Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent…so there 
will be a mash up of Valentine’s hearts and ash 
crosses…celebrations of love and reminders of our 
mortality. In the words of the old hymn we will take it all 
“to the Lord in prayer.”  Hearts and ashes will 

 

 

          Both articles continue on page 2…  

 

From the CPC Pastor 
 
Dear Friends,  

 
This winter, we in Pittsburg 

have partnered with Clayton 
Valley and others within Winter 
Nights to create a Parking Lot 
Program, allowing people who 
live without shelter – primarily 
those who sleep in their cars – to  

see how we could help them, get to know them, and 
make life just a little better for them. 

  
We know they are out there, because our friendly 

neighborhood police officers like to make reports on how 
many homeless people they’ve made move along in the 
middle of the night – keeping them from really sleeping.  
As if that was somehow helping them.   

  
What we’ve learned:  There are two responses to 

homelessness, but it leads to the same kind of behavior.  
Some families are afraid of Child Protective Services 
finding them.  Other families just keep everything so 
private and secret because they don’t want anyone to 
know or think they are homeless – for fear of the stigma, 
of people wondering why? Don’t they make enough 
money? What happened?  Where did they mess up?  Are 
they not good parents?  Some families are afraid that 
being homeless will make them lose their kids, and the 
others are so shamed that they hide, which keeps them 
from getting into the best programs.  

 
 We asked some of the families if they would rather be 

in a Warming Center, like the County is trying to create at 
the Antioch Library or the Parkside Church in Concord.  
But many of them have said that they are wary of such 
programs as a family.  The Warming Centers are open to 
single people, families, couples, off the streets and out of 
the encampments – so, because it’s not family centered, 
they don’t feel as safe there as they feel in our Parking 
Lot Program or the Winter Nights Rotation Family 
Shelter.   

  
So, we know that the need is there.  We also know 

that the cost of living, and a health emergency or some 
other huge cost hike makes them homeless, and our 
society so shames them that they hide or question their 
ability as parents.     

Community Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg 
Sharing Ministry with  

First Congregational Church of Antioch 
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February 2018, Issue 2 



 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  Pastor Will continues…      
 
The question has become, “How do we do the 

outreach, and decrease the stigma and create the trust 
that they will be safe – that they won’t be referred to 
CPS, and that in the midst of all of that – they can find 
a place to get a good night’s sleep.  First, they seek 
Safety – free of Stigma – with the freedom to take a 
night in a Motel or on a friend’s couch, then back in 
their car.   

  
 What is Good News for such families?  Having the 

option to be in a safe place with access to restrooms 
and some snacks.  That was it.  We gave some money 
to Winter Nights to hire more staff to have someone 
there at the church to be there for the families.  All of 
our staff have previously lived without shelter, so they 
know the drill.  We also give them access to the Winter 
Nights Oasis Day Program that all the other Winter 
Nights families can go to for help getting back into 
housing.  It’s not much, but they are able to get more 
sleep than moving from place to place. 

 
Sure, God could just do it all without us, but this is 

one of the greatest honors on the planet – we get 
invited to join the revolution.  Parts of it may be hard 
work, but the real honor is being a part of this holy 
insurrection. We may even see some of these families 
when Winter Nights rotates back to us in May.  

  
We’ve been invited to be a part of making an impact 

on the very future of the Universe for these kids and 
parents who’ve been told they lie that they should be 
ashamed – instead of the systems that made them 
homeless in the first place. We get to serve kids that 
may or may not remember that for a brief moment in 
their lives – sure, they were homeless – but they got to 
see Jesus himself in all of the servants who were there 
every night, helping them with homework, playing with 
the toys, or eating dinner with them on that 
adventurous time of their lives when they got to camp 
out in their cars or the tents of a church hall.   
 
Together we serve, 

Pastor Will 

 

Pastor Christy continues… 
 

remind us that love supports and sustains all that is 
mortal, all that will die.   

 
As we pray during Lent, we invite the power of that 

love to transform our lives so that we know deep in our 
hearts that “nothing can separate us from the love of 
God.” This love empowers us to go out as Jesus did to 
respond to the needs of a hurting world.   

 
Jesus had a busy day, went to a lonely place to pray 

and then renewed and strengthened by his time of 
prayer, he headed out again to preach and teach and 
heal.  May we too find strength for the journey in this 
rhythm between service and prayer, activity and quiet. 
 

Blessings for this Lenten season,   

Christy 

 
 

 
Pastors’ schedule:  Pastor Will will be away 

February 16-19th.  In case of a pastoral emergency, 
please contact Pastor Christy at 510.847.4650 or the 
church office 925.439.9361. 
 

 

Christy will be visiting her parents in SoCal in Feb. 6 – 
13th, In case of a pastoral emergency during that time, 
please contact Pastor Will at 925.597.9797 or the church 
office 925.439.9361. 
 

 
 

  
Join us for the Ash Wednesday Service in the 
Chapel at Community Presbyterian Church in 

Pittsburg on February 14th at 7:00pm.  This will 
be a shared service with Clayton Valley 

Presbyterian Church. 
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FCCA Cabinet will next meet Sunday, February 

18th, immediately following worship. 
 

FCC Monday Bible Study: We meet at 

10:00 am every Monday in the Stoneman Room for 
an informal time of conversation, prayer & study.  
We will not meet Monday, February 12. 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: We meet 

every Tuesday at 10 am in the Stoneman Room.  

 
EPIPHANY 
PARTY:    
Margaret Diest 
Lorgion, Sandy 
Henry, and Judie 
Moore were 
Queens for the 
day at the recent 
Epiphany 
Party.  Myrdell 
Dybdal found the  

thimble and she will do something extra for the 
church this coming year.  Carol Krishnan found the 
ring so will bake the cupcakes next year and Joan 
and Ken Schmitt found the dime so they will be 
raising some money for the church. 
 

 
Memorial Service for Reed 
Custer will be Saturday, 
February 3rd at 2:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary followed by 
a light reception in the 
Social Hall. 
 

 

The Monthly Fellowship Lunch will next meet 
Wednesday, February 7th at 11:30 am at Double Dragon 
Chinese Restaurant (2621 Somerville Rd, Antioch). ALL 
ARE WELCOME! 
 

Fellowship Ministry: Our next meeting will be 

February 7th after the fellowship lunch at 1:30 pm at 
Mary Burks’ home. 
 

Outreach Committee:  We will next meet Monday, 

February 12th at 1:00 pm in the Stoneman Room.  
 

Welcome & Marketing Committee:will next 

meet February 21st at 11:30 am in the Stoneman Room.  
 

Worship Committee:  will next meet  Wednesday, 

February 21st  at 3:00 pm at Ann Custer’s home.   
 

Theology Pub: Will next meet Tuesday, February 

27th at 6:30 pm, at EJ Phairs.  
 

Classic Film Night formally LGBTQ Film Night: 
Will next meet Tuesday, March 13th at 5:30 pm in the 
Stoneman Room. 
 

Leadership Retreat:  Next Joint CPC/FCCA 

Cabinet/ Session meeting is scheduled for February 10th  
at the Leadership (Cabinet/Session/Care team) Retreat 
in the Stoneman Room at 9:00 am.   
 

February will be our monthly  
 

 
 

Wear something that shines to share the light of Christ. 
Bring a can of food or a donation for the food banks. 
   

Office Hours: Church Office will be closed  
Monday, February 19th in observance of President’s Day.  
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 
February 

 1 Dev Krishnan 
 4 Shelley Persing 
 Daniel Persing 
 5 Kelly Lieber-Perez 
 7          Hillary Lamb 
 9 Lauren Arms Kindorf 
    Vicki McGuire  
12 Jerry Castleberry 
15 Carol Krishnan 
17 Steven Burks 
 Nora Buluran 
18 Vicky Winkler 
22         Carrie Worchel 
23 Libby Brownrigg 
24  Auryn David Cameron  
25  Yamil Guyton-Natal  

 
*Contact Jessica, the Church Secretary, to add 

your Birthday & Anniversary to our records today! 

THE SHARED LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
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Please contact our Events Coordinator, Jessica Natal 
for information.  Private Rental rates for your friends 
are based on the number in attendance. CPC & 
FCCA members get the Church Member rates. 
Contact Jessica at 925.276.0960 or 
cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net 

 
CPC - 2018 Per Capita 
News you can use for CPC members: the per 
capita amount for 2018 is $36.25 per member.  
Paying per capita is part of being a connectional 
church.  It is used to support the ecclesiastical 
expenses, mission and ministry of our presbytery, 
synod and General Assembly.  CPC budgets and 
pays per capita for each member.  If you are able, 
paying your share of per capita is a great way to 
support the CPC budget and to feel that you are 
indeed part of a larger church.  Just note "per capita" 
on your check and it will be received with appreciation 
at any time. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Notes from Michael  
 
Here’s our schedule for the  
next several weeks: 
 
February 11  Rehearsal – 11:45 am 
February 25 Warmup – 9 am 
  Worship – 10 am   Celebrating Black 
History month with our theme: On Our Feet 
  Rehearsal – 11:45 am 
 
March 11 Rehearsal – 11:45 am 
March 25 Warmup – 9 am 
  Worship – 10 am   Celebrating and 
continuing our quarterly theme: On Our Feet 
  Rehearsal – 11:45 am 
 
April 1  Warmup – 9 am 
  Easter Choir – 10 am 
 
In February, the New Way team will be celebrating 
Black History month on February 25. Rehearsal will 
be February 11 at 11:45 am and, of course, warmup 
on the 25th at 9 am (plus rehearsal afterwards at 11:45 
am).  
 
We have set quarterly themes for 2018, and they are 
First quarter: On Our Feet 
Second quarter: With Our Voices 
Third quarter: With Our Hands 
Fourth quarter: On Our Knees 
 
Please note, the Easter Choir will begin rehearsals in 
March, and voices are needed. This short-term 
commitment to our music program will be a blessing to 
all who sing and all who hear! 
 
Sing the praises of the Lord, you who are faithful to 
him. Praise him, because his name is holy. – Psalm 
30:4  

 

 
 

 

ECSM News! 
  

All newsletter articles  
are due on the 22nd  
of each month.  
Please email to  
Jessica at 
 cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net. 

 

mailto:cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cpcpittsburg@sbcglobal.net
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Fellowship (Coffee) Hour:  
The things on the agenda for February social hour include 
a soup potluck on February 4.  This is Super Bowl 
Sunday; therefore soup!  We also ask for a donation for 
the Souper Bowl of Caring offering which is a nationwide 
effort to donate to soup kitchens and pantries, etc.  We 
have in the past donated to PICES which is the Pittsburg 
food pantry and to others like that in the area.  This year 
the donations will go to Winter Nights to help fund the time 
we will be hosting their stay in our social hall in May.  At 
the outset of this, the suggested donation was $1.00.  But, 
of course, any amount is acceptable.  Youth will be posted 
at both doors at the end of worship with large soup pots 
for you to place your donations.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
  February 11 we will be having pancakes.  This is 
for Shrove Tuesday since Ash Wednesday is February 
14.  This has been a favorite over the last couple of years 
we have done this.  If you can help by donating ham or 
bacon would be excellent!  Just let Mary or Ginny know 
you will do so.  Thank you.  
 There are always dates on the calendar for you to 
sign up and help with some of the food.  The sign-up 
sheet is on the bulletin board in the social hall.  Just add 
your name to the preferred date.  If a name is already on 
the date you want, please coordinate with them what to 
bring. February 18 and 25 are both open and available.  

 
 

CPC Treasurer’s Corner: 
December 2017 

Income:    $15,360.77 
Expenses:   $ 22,957.62 

 
Bountiful Table Free Lunch Program 
We will be serving a Bountiful Table lunch on 
Saturday, February 17th at 11:30 am.  
If you have any extra blankets or towels, we will also 
be handing them out during the winter months!  
If you feel you are being called to serve, please come 
anytime! 
 

Blessings, 
Bountiful Table 
 

Equal Exchange: Coffee, tea and chocolate bars are 

available.  The cart is out on Sundays during the 
Fellowship Hour.  Give the money to Mary or Ann.  
Checks made payable to CPC.  Thanks. 
 

Winter Nights Towel Washing:  
There are just a few dates left for the rest of the year for 
you to participate in washing towels.   March 18 and 25 
are open and then all the Fridays of May.   Let me know 
as soon as possible which date you can help out.  Thank 
you for your help.  Mary Burks 
 
 

 

 
 

Support Our New Collaboration with the 
Winter Nights Program 
     East County Shared Ministry is hosting a new 
program affiliated with the Winter Nights Program during 
January and February. The Parking Lot Program will 
provide safe parking spots in our church parking lot for up 
to six families currently living in their cars. 
     The program is staffed by Winter Nights personnel 
and participants must abide by Winter Nights program 
guidelines.  They can safely park from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
each night and will have access to restroom facilities. 
     The Parking Lot Program will be funded by a San 
Francisco Presbytery donation made to member 
churches. Community Presbyterian Church, Clayton 
Valley Presbyterian Church and Lafayette Orinda 
Presbyterian Church are contributing funds from the 
Presbytery. Members and friends of East County Shared 
Ministry can contribute to this needed program through 
February. Donations should be designated for ‘Winter 
Nights’ and will be used to pay for utilities and breakfast 
supplies (juice and milk cartons, fruit, small pastries, 
individual cereal boxes) that will be available for the 
clients.  
     East County Shared Ministry will later host the Winter 
Nights Rotating Shelter for two weeks in May.   
 
 

 
 

 

Lucas Stuart–Chilcote 
spoke at the  
East County Walk for  
Equality and  
Unification. 
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February 4th 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Communion Sunday 
Rev. Christy Parks-Ramage 

 

February 11th  
6th Sunday after Epiphany 

2 Kings 2:1-12; Ps 50:1-6; 2 Cor 4:3-6; Mk 9:2-9 

Rev. Will McGarvey 
 

February 14th  
Ash Wednesday  

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isa 58:1-12; Ps 51:1-17; 
2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Mt 6:16, 16-21 

 

February 18th  
1st Sunday in Lent 
Sparkle Sunday 

Rev. Christy Parks-Ramage 
 

February 25th  
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps 22:23-31; Rom 4:13-25;  
Mk 8:31-38 or Mk 9:2-9 

Rev. Will McGarvey 
 

 
 

 
Souper Bowl Of Caring: Sunday, February 4th, Super 

Bowl Sunday, our youth will be collecting donations to tackle 
hunger in our communities. 
 

Care Team offering 
The first Sunday of each month has traditionally been 

Deacons' Sunday at Community Presbyterian Church – it 
will now be Care Team Sunday at ECSM. 

  
The Care team has a special fund for persons in 

need who come to our church looking for emergency 
support. The fund has been used to provide housing, 
food or gasoline to help families who find themselves in 
difficult circumstances. 

 
Special envelopes are available in the pew racks for 

those who wish to help the Care Team provide support 
for those in need coming to our church seeking help. 

 
The Care Team thanks everyone for their continued 

support. 
 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

February 4th  
Liturgists    George Stephens 
Ushers    Umoz Umozurike and  
    Gayle Namanny 

Greeters    Chris and Cherie Persing 
 

February 11th  
Liturgists    Steve Hosmer 
Ushers    Roberto and Nora Buluran 

Greeters    Janice Campbell 
 

February 18th  
Liturgists   Elaine Palmer  
Ushers    Chuck and Myrdell Dybdal 
Greeters          Mark Burks 
 

February 25th  
Liturgists    New Way 
Ushers    Bill & Barbara Dexheimer 
Greeters    The Arms’ Family  
 

March 4th  
Liturgists    TBD 
Ushers    TBD 

Greeters    George and Jude Stephens 
 
 

Ushers: Please let Janie Hodges know by the Friday 
before your Sunday If you cannot make it on the 

date/date’s above. You may contact her at 925-368-5797 
or njhodges@aol.com. If you have any questions or would 

like to become an Usher, please email or call her. 

 
ECSM Women’s March Contingent 

 

mailto:njhodges@aol.com
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PRAYER PAGE 

February Prayer Families & Churches  
 

February 4 
Greg and Rosemary Almand 

The Arms Family 
Clayton Valley Presbyterian Church – Clayton 

Faith Community UCC – Oakland 
 

February 11   

Jim & Leah Becker 
Janis Bellinger Harris 

First Presbyterian Church – Concord 
First Congregational UCC – Oakland  

  

February 18 
Bonnie Bertleson 

The Bishop Family 
Mision Hispana Presbiteriana NCD – Concord  

First Samoan CCCAS UCC – Oakland  
 

February 25       
The Borja-Dybdal Family 

Marie Bourgeois 
Ygnacio Valley Presbyterian Church – Concord 

Plymouth UCC – Oakland  
 

Prayer cards are located in the Narthex by the 
Guest Book 

 

Prayers of Healing 

 
 

Renée Moore, Virginia Devens, Reggie Washington, 
Starr Lieber, Dorothy Shipe, Lucille Corzine, Elaine 
Grothmann, Anne Cakebread, Betty LaMar, Margaret 
Wilcox, Paul Telfer, Betty Rexroth, Mary Vargo, Patsy 
Nash. Elwin, Bev Peterson’s husband. Carol Krishnan’s 
sisters. Grace, Donald Lang’s grandmother. Hanby & 
Greenwood Families (Betsy Sullivan’s Family). Deborah 
Scott (with many health issues right now). Catherine 
Hewitt, Mary Burks cousin who is battling cancer. Kahli 
Davis. Jerry Castleberry and Richard James. Carol 
Czarnowski. Lucille Brautigam. Pat Vines and Bill 
Dexheimer 
 

 

Prayers of Concern 

 
 

Those affected by the recent violence here and abroad.  
Those affected by the natural disasters in Texas, the 
Caribbean – St. Martin, St. Barts, Antigua and Barbuda, 
British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Turks and Caicos, Miami, Cuba, Mexico, Nepal, 
Northern & Southern California, the Philippines, Japan. 
Safety for all in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, 
Egypt and Sudan. California Public Schools and 
teachers. The economy, and those laid off or in need of 
employment.  Those living without shelter, experiencing 
any form of mental illness and those without healthcare.  
Betty Pankey. The families of Betty Brown, Reed Custer 
and Silver Halladay. 
 
 

Prayers For Our Mission Partners 

 
 

Prayers for the ministry of Let’s Feed  
the Kids, Friends Feeding Friends,  
Habitat for Humanity, the Interfaith  
Council of Contra Costa County,  
Loaves and Fishes, P.I.C.E.S., the 
Antioch Ministerial Food Bank, the  
Literacy Project in Pittsburg, the  
Presbytery of San Francisco, the  
Bay Association of the Northern California-Nevada 
Conference, UCC, Westminster Woods, Camp Cazadero, 
Rev. Charles Tinsley at the Juvenile Detention Center, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Winter Nights Rotating 
Shelter, Shelter Inc., Shepherd’s Gate, Heifer International, 
and the Al-Basma School and Program in Beit Sahour, 
Palestine, Joining Hands – Bolivia, Hesperian International, 
the Keep Hope Alive Program, and Minar and Milad 
Vosqueritchean in East Jerusalem with their after school 
peace school and music program.   

Prayers for Sisters & Brothers  

Around the World 
 

The Conflict in the Middle East; Darfur, Sudan; East 
Congo, Bolivia; Colombia; Venezuela; Lebanon, 
Israel-Palestine, North Korea, and Mumbai, India.  
Long term aid to Haiyan victims; children in Hurricane 
areas; those affected by earthquakes, and the unrest 
in Pakistan.  For those who serve in the Armed 
Forces.  For those who suffer from hunger and thirst; 
loneliness; illness; malnutrition; ageism.  For those 
who are excluded; homeless; friendless; the 
underemployed and jobless. For those affected by 
hurricanes and fires and violence. 
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             COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes for Regular Stated Meeting of Session              January 16, 2018 
 

 

Called to order at 6:40 p.m. at the home of Jim Hodges by checking in.   
Elders present:  Ruling Elders: Dave Arms, Mary Burks, Betsy Sullivan, Jim Hodges and Teaching 
Elder/Moderator:  Rev. Will McGarvey.  A quorum was present. 
Elders excused:  None. 
Visitors: David and Donna Henry, Ken and Joan Schmitt 
Mission statement was read by all and meeting opened in prayer by Moderator Will McGarvey.   
Docket was read and approved. 
MSC to approve minutes of December 19, 2017 Regular Stated Meeting of Session as submitted. 
Consent Calendar:   
• Approve Revised Rental Application for 2018 with added words “No Cash” on deposits. 
• Approve receiving the following denominational offerings in 2018:  One Great Hour of Sharing, 

Pentecost, Peace & Global Witness (formerly Peacemaking), Christmas Joy 
• As per Finance & Stewardship Committee recommendation, approve renewal of The Upper 

Room until the Worship Committee recommends discontinuing the subscription 
• As per Finance & Stewardship Committee recommendation, authorize the treasurer to 

reimburse the purchase of flowers for the Lenten and Christmas seasons, with appropriate 
receipts, from the restricted Flower Fund 

• Appoint Cherie Persing as Treasurer for 2018 
• Appoint Myrdell Dybdal as Financial Secretary for 2018 
• Approve designating all of Pastor Will McGarvey’s 2018 salary/housing to housing, as per his 

request 
• Approve the following dates for serving communion in 2018:  First Sunday of each month, Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Easter Sunrise and Christmas Eve. 
• Approve receiving the Souper Bowl offering February 4th with proceeds going to the Winter 

Nights program which CPC will host in May. 
     
SPECIAL REPORTS: 
Clerk of Session:  The membership as of December 31, 2017 is 54 members, as approved by Session 
August 20, 2017.  Annual statistical report to PCUSA has not been submitted, as final 2017 budget figures 
are pending at this time.  With the death of Reed Custer on January 3, 2018, the current active 
membership is 53. 
Correspondence:  MSC to accept Nancye Blasingame’s financial report. Jim to send thank you to 
Nancye, and request Cherie Persing to send a $50 donation “in honor of Nancye Blasingame” to 
Pittsburg Entertainment and Arts Hall Of Fame (PEAHOF) from the Stewardship Fund, line item 
5515. 
Pastor's Report:    Regular committee meetings.  Theology Pub.  Policy and Procedures update 
meeting.  Church Fellowship lunch.  Hospital visitations.  Local pastors lunch.  Worship.  Bayard Rustin 
event sermon prep. Inquirers class, Personnel.  Musicians and Pastors lunch meeting. 
Presbytery Meeting report:   No Meeting.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church. 
Treasurer's Report:    Report emailed by Cherie Persing 01-16-18.   
Care Team:  Minutes emailed by Chuck Dybdal 01-014-18.   
Event Coordinator:  Events Calendar and December Attendance report emailed by Jessica 01-16-18.    
Nominating Committee:  No report.  Committee is requested to get the final nominations to Jessica by 
January 22, to prepare for the annual meeting. 
 

           Continues on page 9 
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Personnel Committee:  No report.  
 
COMMITTEE/MINISTRY REPORTS: 
Building & Grounds:  Annual report emailed by Dave Arms 01-13-18. 
Christian Education:   No report this month.    
Fellowship:  No meeting this month.  
Outreach:  No meeting this month. 
Stewardship & Finance:   No report this month. 
Welcoming & Marketing:  No meeting this month. 
Worship:   Report emailed by Ann Custer 01-15-18.   
 
 NEW BUSINESS: 

• Interviewed potential new members, Donna Henry, Ken and Joan Schmitt. MSC to accept them into 
membership. 

• Discussion of which elders wish to chair what committees: Mary will stay with Personnel, Myrdell 
(incoming) will be Financial.  Other committees will be determined after the final list of elders is 
complete. 

• Agreed to ask Care Team to provide lunch for the Cabinet/Session/Care Team retreat Saturday, 
February 10th, and Mary will get with Sandy about bringing one item and each elder will bring something 
for continental breakfast. 
   

CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

• Postpone work on revising Policies and Procedures Manual to reflect dissolution of Board of Deacons 
and replacement by Care Team to the February 10th Leadership meeting.  Jim is to share the changed 
policies with the Elders and share the Memorandum of Understanding between FCCA and CPC with 
Cherie Persing and Paul Fish for their review of updates of how cost sharing changes between the 
congregations are currently being addressed. 

• Possible Workshop with Rev. David Henry will be discussed after the Leadership meeting. 

• Installation of Crosses:  Update from Dave and Chris, waiting on response from fabricator for 
connections to foundation. 

• The Chapel Improvement Fund & “Hearing loop": Lyn Loftin has promised to fund the cost of the 
hearing loop when we are ready.  Status of painting and carpet replacement is pending costs. 

• Continuing the conversation with the pastor:  Update was given by Will. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
Next Session Meeting:  February 20, 2018 hosted by Mary Burks. 
Mary Burks is scheduled to prepare February communion. 
Next Joint CPC/FCCA Leadership meeting scheduled for February 10, 2018 at from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, 
with continental breakfast starting at 8:30, including the Session, Cabinet and Care Team.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Hodges 
Clerk of Session 
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     RECIPE  

    CORNER  
 

Root Beer float cake 
Submitted by: Mary Burks 
CAKE 
  1 Box yellow cake mix 
        3 Oz vanilla instant pudding 
       2 Eggs 
       12 oz root beer 
        1 tsp root beer extract* 
 

FROSTING 
 
 8 Oz Cool Whip 
 1 stick melted butter 
 1 cup powdered sugar 
 1 tsp root been extract 
 
Combine dry cake mix, dry pudding mix, eggs, root 
beer and extract.  Mix well.  Bake at 350* in a 9X13 
greased pan, 25-30 minutes or until firm.  I made 
cupcakes and baked them about 15-17 minutes.  
Test with a toothpick.   
 
Combine the frosting ingredients and stir well.  When 
cake is completely cool, frost and refrigerate. 
 
You can make Orange Dreamsicle cake by 
substituting orange soda and orange extract.   
 
*the Root Beer extract is available at WinCo and 
costs about $5.00.   
 

 
 

Do you have a yummy 
recipe you would like to 
share? Submit it to Jessica 
by the 22nd of any month to 
feature in the newsletter.   
 
Try these!  Let us know how 
they worked out! We’d love to 
hear the feedback. Enjoy!  

 
 

Tater Tot Breakfast Casserole 
Recipe courtesy of Ree Drummond 

Submitted by:  Bev Peterson 
 

Ingredients 

• One 16-ounce bag frozen Tater Tots 

• Butter, for the baking dish 

• 1 tablespoon olive oil  

• 1 pound spicy bulk breakfast sausage  

• 1 medium onion, very finely diced 

• 1 cup milk  

• 1/2 cup half and half  

• 1/4 teaspoon seasoned salt  

• 1/4 teaspoon cayenne  

• 4 large eggs  

• 1 red bell pepper, very finely diced 

• 1 green bell pepper, very finely diced 

• 2 cups grated Cheddar cheese 

• 1 cup grated pepper jack cheese 

• Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper 

 
Directions 
Line up the tater tots in a buttered 9-by-13-inch 
baking dish. 

Add the olive oil to a large skillet over medium heat. 
Add the sausage and onion and cook, breaking the 
sausage up with a wooden spoon, until browned and 
cooked through, 8 to 10 minutes. Set aside to cool 
slightly, then sprinkle it over the tater tots. 

In a large bowl, mix the milk, half-and-half, seasoned 
salt, cayenne, eggs, bell peppers, half of both 
cheeses and some salt and pepper. Pour over the 
tots and sausage mixture, then top with the rest of 
the cheese. Cover with foil and refrigerate overnight. 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 

Bake, covered, for about 25 minutes. Remove the 
foil and continue to bake until the cheese is brown 
and bubbly and the casserole is cooked through, 
another 20 to 35 minutes. Cut into squares and 

serve. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

28 
10:00 am   
New Way Worship 
Service in the Chapel  
 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 
following worship 
CPC – sanctuary 
FCCA – CSR  
 

4-7 MC - Sanctuary & 
classrooms 

29 
 

10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts – SH 
 

 

30 
 

10:00 am  Bible 
Study – CSR  
 

 

31 
 

 

7:30 – 9 PM  Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 
 
 
 
 

February 1 
 

7:00 – 8 PM  
Ministerio Cristiano 
BAND REHEARSAL -  
Sanctuary 

 
 

February 2 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio  Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

February 3 
 

2:00 pm 
Memorial 
Service for Reed 
Custer 

 
 

4 
 

10:00 am Worship 
Service in the Chapel 
 
 

4-7 MC –  Sanctuary & 
classrooms    

5 
 

10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts – SH 

6 
 

 

10:00 am Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
 
 

 

7 
 

11:30 am – Monthly 
Lunch in Antioch 
 
1:30 pm – 
Fellowship Meeting 
@ Mary’s  
 
7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

8 
 

 
 7:00 – 8 PM  
Ministerio Cristiano 
BAND REHEARSAL -  
Sanctuary 
 

9 
  
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
  Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 
 
 

10 
 
ECSM 
Leadership 
Retreat 9am – 
2pm – CSR  
 

11 
8:30am Care team mtg. – CSR 
 

10:00 am Joint Sunday 
Service in the Chapel 
 

11:45 am New Way Rehearsal 
– Chapel 
PCT meeting  – 6:00pm – SH 
 

4-7 MC –   Sanctuary & 
classrooms 
 

12      
 

No FCC Bible Study  
1:00 pm – Outreach 
Meeting – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – Chapel  
 

13 
 

10:00 am   Bible 
Study – CSR 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 

14  

 
7:00 pm in the 

Sanctuary 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – SH  
 

7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 
 

15 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 
7:00 – 8 PM  
Ministerio Cristiano 
BAND REHEARSAL -  
Sanctuary 
 

16 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

17 
 

Bountiful Table 
– 11:30 am – 
12:30 pm – SH 
 

18 
 

 

10:00 am  
Joint Sunday Service – 
Chapel 
11:45 am FCC Cabinet Meeting 
– CSR  
 

4-7 MC –   Sanctuary & 
classrooms 
 

19    OFFICE  
CLOSED –  

President’s Day 

 
 

6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – Chapel 
  

20 
 

10:00 am   Bible 
Study – CSR 
 
6:30 pm Session 
Meeting 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 

21 
 

11:30 am – Welcome 
& Marketing – CSR  
 
3:00 pm – Worship 
Meeting – Ann’s 
home. 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  

 

7:30 – 9 PM     Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 

22 
*March 

newsletter 
articles Due to 

the Church 
Office today! 

 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  

 

 

23 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

24 
 
4 pm – 10 pm – 
Private event - 
SH 
 

25 
9:00 am New Way Warm up – 
Chapel 

10:00 am  Black History 
- New Way Worship 
Service in the Chapel  
11:45 am New Way Rehearsal 
– Chapel 
 

2 pm – 6 pm – Private 
event - SH 
 
4-7 MC - Sanctuary & 
classrooms 

26 
 

10:00 am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
6:30 pm Venture Crew – 
CSR 
7:30 pm  Boy Scouts – SH 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – Chapel  
 

27 
 

10:00 am  Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 

7:00 pm – Theology 
Pub – EJ Phair   
 
  
 

28 
 

PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 

7:30 – 9 PM  Ministerio 
Cristiano -  CSR 
 
 
 
 

March 1 
 
PCT – 7 - 10pm – 
Chapel  
 

7:00 – 8 PM  
Ministerio Cristiano 
BAND REHEARSAL -  
Sanctuary 

 
 

March 2 
 
7:30 – 9 PM        
 Ministerio  Cristiano   
 Sanctuary  & 2 
 class rooms 

March 3 
 

ECSM 
Leadership 
Retreat 9am – 
2pm – CSR  
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February Events at ECSM 
 Monthly Fellowship Lunch   

Wednesday, February 7th at11:30 am at Double Dragon Chinese 
Restaurant (2621 Somerville Rd, Antioch). ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 14th at 7:00 pm in the Camp Stoneman Chapel. 

 

 Bountiful Table - Free Lunch Event  

February 17th 11:30 – 12:30 pm in the Social Hall. 
 

Theology Pub 

February 27th 6:30 pm at E.J. Phair.  
Come have a brew and talk about God! 

 

Celebrating Black History month Service 
Sunday, February 25th at 10:00 am in the Camp Stoneman Chapel. 


