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From the CPC Pastor 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Borders have been in our 
news a lot lately. Our 
Southern border, Doctors 
Without Borders serving 
refugees all over the world, 
there is much being talked 
about borders. These  

conversations include the borders between 
countries in conflict and the 68 million ecological 
refugees searching for a new home over the 
borders of neighboring countries as they search for 
a place with enough water to drink or enough land 
to grow food.  Some of those eco-refugees were 
among those who experienced tear gas at our 
southern California border with Mexico this week, as 
if that would keep people seeking asylum away from 
their rights to seek such asylum guaranteed by 
International Law.   
 
Borders are often about such basic things as food 
and water.  And yet, given the history of the world, 
many of our borders are capricious, temporary 
things that can rarely be seen from space (unless 
they follow a river or something).  They say you can 
see the Great Wall of China from space, which was 
one attempt to create a border.  Hadrian’s Wall was 
built to keep the Scots back from the Romans in 
England.  Both are not a border between two 
different peoples today.   
 
Borders are one of the last vestiges of human 
tribalism.  Just as nation states are tribe’s writ large, 
sometimes it’s the unhealthy part of our tribalism 
that compels us to keep others out of our lives.  We 
saw this with the Warsaw Ghetto – a whole 
neighborhood walled off in order to “other” the Jews 
as they were being exterminated in World War II.  
Even at the end of that war, another failed wall, the 
Berlin Wall, was used to attempt to keep the ideas 
of one side away from the other, dividing families 
from each other in the process. 

  From the FCCA Pastor 
 
It is raining. I can hear it bouncing 
against the window pane. Puddles 
are starting to form on the dry, dry 
ground. No green on the hills yet… 
but soon the little grass seeds that 
have been waiting so long for  
water will sprout, and the hills will 
turn their gorgeous winter green. 
 
I am reminded of the passage from Isaiah 35.  
 
“Streams of water will flow through the desert; 
The burning sand will become a lake,  
and dry land will be filled with springs.    
  
The desert will rejoice, the flowers will bloom in the 
wastelands. 
The desert will sing and shout for joy…. 
Everyone will see God’s greatness and power.” 
 
The land has been so parched. Fires raged.  
Smoke filled the skies. Now the rain has come.  
The fires are out.  But devastation remains.  Scars 
left by the fire are raw and deep.  People grieve the 
loss of homes, the death of family and friends, the 
destruction of a community. The work of salvaging 
and rebuilding, of grieving and healing has just 
begun. 
 
Again, the words of Isaiah come to mind.   
 
“Give strength to hands that are tired 
and to knees that tremble with weakness. 
Tell everyone who is discouraged,  
‘Be strong and don’t be afraid! 
God is coming to your rescue.’” 
 
The Isaiah passage inspires us to celebrate the 
life-giving presence of God in our lives…like water 

 
 

 

Both articles continue on page 2… 
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Pastor Christy continues… 
in a barren desert, like the rain falling now in 
NorCal.   And to know that God’s life-giving 
presence calls us to reach out to those who are 
struggling. 
 
In this spirit during the season of Advent, the 
FCCA Cabinet is inviting folks to  
give to the UCC Wild Fire Relief Fund.  The 
Cabinet will match gifts up to $500.  The needs of 
the fire victims are overwhelming.  Thousands of 
people lost everything.  Responding in any way 
may seem futile at times.  However, we join with 
so many others. Each of us a drop in the ever-
flowing stream of compassion that will respond to 
the needs of the fire victims.  (Details for how to 
contribute are included in this newsletter.) 
 
May our Christmas prayer be a prayer of hope 
based on Revelation 21:4   
 
O Creator God let your work be our work, as we 
long for the promised day when you will wipe all 
tears from the eyes of those who suffer.  There 
will be no more death, no more grief or crying or 
pain. Amen. 
 
Merry Christmas,  

Christy 
Pastors Schedule: 
Christy will be away Dec. 27th to Jan. 4th and Will will be 
away Dec. 26-31st.  Rev. Teresa Chávez Sauceda will be 
preaching on Jan. 30th and will cover for pastoral 
emergencies.   

 

 
The Lucy Kinchon Chorale Christmas Concert will be 
next weekend Saturday, December 8th, at 3 p.m. The 
concert will be held at First Presbyterian Church in 
Oakland, 2619 Broadway. Our own Michael Miller is a 
part of this organization, and we are all invited to 
attend. This is an amazing group and the music is 
truly inspiring. If you haven't been to one of their 
performances, you missed a wonderful musical 
experience. 'Tis the season. Let's go hear the reason! 
 

 

  
 

Pastor Will continues…      
 
This Advent, we will be using some art made by 
the YWCA in Palestine to help us think through 
the intersections of the borders created between 
Palestinians and their homes and extended 
families, and the lives of the numbers of refugees 
still living in camps in Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, the 
West Bank and Gaza.  A small olive wood wall will 
grow with the stories of women, represented by 
the dolls made of olive wood and native 
embroidered cloth as we seek to understand the 
plight of the Holy Family as they sought refuge in 
Egypt after Jesus’ birth.   

 
What borders and walls exist in your life?  What 
keeps you away from the loves in your life?  What 
would life be like for you if such walls were 
replaced with welcome?   
 
As we move into Advent this year, let us consider 
again who is the “other” in our culture?  How 
would Jesus invite us to break down the walls of 
difference that exist between ourselves and those 
of other languages, religions and cultures?  What 
might God be calling us to do and be?  What kind 
of advent of God’s presence do you hope for this 
year?  
 
Together we serve, 

Pastor Will 
 

Transformed People, Transformed Church, 
Transformed World: 
 
Friday January 11, 2019 4:00-6:00pm 
Los Altos United Methodist Church 
 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 2:00-4:00pm 
Walnut Creek United Methodist Church  
 
Join us January 11th or 13th as Jack Jezreel, creator of 
JustFaith, nationally celebrated speaker, and author of 
the new book, A New Way to Be Church, speaks to the 
vision of God’s healing presence in the world and offers 
a new tool called JustFaith for churches who want to 
deepen and expand the work of personal and social 
transformation. 
 
There is no fee, but registration is required at 
justfaith.org/bay-area-workshops to reserve a seat. We 
encourage churches to send 5 members or more. 
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THE SHARED LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

The Monthly Fellowship Lunch: Will be 

Wednesday, December 5th 11:30am at Black Angus 
Steakhouse 2355 Sand Creek Rd, Brentwood. 
 

Fellowship Commitee: TBD 

 

Outreach Committee: We will now meet on the 

first Wednesday of the month @ 1:30pm, next 
meeting is December 5th in the Stoneman Room. 
 

Worship + Welcome & Marketing 
Committee: Will meet Wednesday, January 16th at 

10:00am in the Stoneman Room. 
 

Theology Pub: Will meet Tuesday Jan. 22nd at 

Waterfront Grille at 6:30pm. 
 

Care Team: Will meet January 20th at 8:30am. 
 

Shared Ministry update: Next Joint 

CPC/FCCA Cabinet/Session meeting is scheduled 
for December 2nd, following worship in the Stoneman 
Room. 
 

Sparkle Saturday 
Wear something that shines to share the light of 
Christ. Bring a can of food or a donation for the 
food banks. 

 
We will be serving a Bountiful Table Lunch on 
Saturday December 15th at 11:30am. We need a new 
stock of blankets, coats, sweatshirts and other men’s 
and women’s apparel. Please drop them off in the 
sanctuary or Stoneman Room. If you feel you are 
being called to serve, please come and participate. 

 

Fellowship Hour: There are always dates on the 
calendar for you to sign up and help with some of the 
food.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
the social hall.  Just add your name to the preferred 
date.  If a name is already on the date you want, 
please coordinate with them what to bring.  

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
December 

 
19 Fred & Margi Murphy 
22 Chris & Cherie Persing 
23 Jim & Janie Hodges 
  

Care Team Offering: 

 
The first Sunday of each month has traditionally 
been Deacons' Sunday at Community Presbyterian 
Church – it will now be Care Team Sunday at 
ECSM. The Care team has a special fund for 
persons in need who come to our church looking for 
emergency support. The fund has been used to 
provide housing, food or gasoline to help families 
who find themselves in difficult circumstances. 
Special envelopes are available in the pew racks for 
those who wish to help the Care Team provide 
support for those in need coming to our church 
seeking help. The Care Team thanks everyone for 
their continued support. 
 
 

December 
   2 David Cameron 
   5 Reggie Washington 
   8 Hazel Coward 
  10 Bonnie Bertelson 
  12 Donald Lang  
 13 Melissa Paniagua 
 16 Jacob Brown  
 19 Judy Hartz 
 19 Fred Murphy  
 24 Jim Becker  
 27 Liz Paniagua 
 30 Ethan Sullivan 
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First Congregational  
Church of Antioch  
 

 
FCCA Cabinet: Will meet on December 16th   

immediately following worship in the Stoneman 
Room. 
 

FCC Monday Bible Study: We meet at 

10:00am every Monday in the Stoneman Room for an 
informal time of conversation, prayer and study.  

Community  
Presbyterian Church 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: We meet 

Tuesday mornings at 10:00am in the Stoneman room. 
 

Session Meeting: The next meeting will be 

Tuesday, December 18th at Michael’s home at 
6:30pm. 

 

CPC Treasurer Corner: 
October:  
Income: $9,190.35 
Expenses: $14,719.35 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Send Leslie Gomez to Peru! 

 
I will be going on a mission’s trip in June and the 
people of Peru will be changed. We can love on them 
and share Jesus with them. This is not the only thing 
we are able to do though, we can bring in shoes, build 
clean water filtration systems for communities without 
access to clean water, and build homes for the 
country. In preparation for departure, I am seeking 
support, both financially and in prayer. If you would 
like to donate you could leave your donation in the 
box on my desk or write a check out to me. I really 
appreciate each one of you in helping me make my 
dream come true. 

DEADLINE is this month on December 31st, 2018.  

I’m only $900 away to reach my goal! 
 

 
 

Cookie Exchange: 

 
This has become somewhat of a tradition.  We will 
have our cookie exchange after worship on December 
16.  How this works is you sign up if you want to be 
part of the exchange. Depending on how many sign-
ups depends on how many cookies you make.  For 
instance, if 10 people sign up, you may make 10 
plates of 7 cookies each for instance. You will share 
one for coffee hour and take home 8 other plates of 
different kinds (you won’t be taking home one of your 
own). This is just an example. Wait until everyone has 
signed up to find out for sure. The deadline to sign up 
is DECEMBER 9.   

 

Little Free Library (LFL) 

 
The Little Free Libraries have gone through a rough 
patch for a few months.  Various unknown people 
were literally stuffing books inside each one to the 
brim so that it was impossible to even find anything.  I 
was at the point of taking all the books out of them and 
donating them to something called Discover 
Books.com. I did that for a few weeks and then put 
some notes inside them asking them to stop and then 
reopen the libraries on October 29. It seems to have 
slowed the over donations down. Everyone within our 
church has been so generous in book donations that 
one of the Sunday School rooms is full of books.   
The only books I would still accept at this time are 
toddler and pre-school books; and recent edition adult 
novels. Let me know about those and bring them on a 
Sunday and drop them off with me.   

 
Towel Washing: 
Only a few dates are left to help wash towels. Thanks 
all who have already volunteered. The dates available 
are: January 25, March 15 and 29, May 17, 24, 31.  
That should do it for. Let's get this sign up done so I 
don't have to keep hounding you. A few have already 
signed up for more than one date. Contact Mary Burks 
for more information (925) 852-8392. 
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BUILDING IMPROVEMENT UPDATE: 
When you read this the new carpet in the hallway and 
mailroom and hard surface vinyl plank in the restroom 
area, vestibule and hallway to the office manager's office 
should be installed and those areas are painted.  This 
improvement project began in October 2017 when we got 
the bid for the chapel carpet.  This has ALL been done 
with donations and memorial gifts designated for the 
Chapel Improvement Fund, the contribution from 
FCCA of the hard surface flooring, and paint donated 
by George Stephens.  The only expense from the CPC 
budget was $117.03 for additional paint and painters’ 
tape.  This is important information as we are in our 
stewardship season and asking you to consider how you 
will financially support our church in the coming year.  
These improvements have been made because many of 
us wanted to see them happen and gave above and 
beyond our regular pledges and giving.   
Many thanks to George for all the painting he did.  He's a 
pro and we're grateful that he shared his expertise and 
time with the church (and donated so much paint).  Thanks 
also to Bill Dexheimer for assisting George, trimming 8 
doors to accommodate the new flooring and helping in so 
many other ways, Mary Burks for taking the initiative to 
revamp the hallway bulletin boards, and Cherie Persing for 
her paint prep work.  My hope is that our spirits will all be 
lifted by these improvements, and our guests and visitors 
will feel welcomed and know that we care about our 
historic building. 

 
A Quick Stewardship Note: 

 
Hopefully, you have returned your stewardship pledge to 
the church.  If not, please get it in ASAP, where it will be 
received with appreciation.  The CPC Finance & 
Stewardship committee will be preparing the proposed 
2019 budget December 11.  It will be submitted to the 
session December 18 for approval, or modification. What 
we can do next year - staffing, programs, outreach, and 
even keeping the heater and air conditioning on - is totally 
dependent on what funds we anticipate receiving. As you 
probably know, income from rental of the social hall is a 
part of our operating budget, and that income is dropping 
significantly. Pledges are our best indicator of what income 
we expect to receive, and the basis of the budget process. 
If you did not receive a stewardship letter and pledge form, 
please contact the CPC Financial Secretary Myrdell 
Dybdal at quiltingmd@aol.com or FCCA Financial 
Secretary Ginny McGuire at owlluv2@att.net.  
Thanks for your support of our wonderful church 
community. 
 

Alternative Gift Fair: 

 
The Annual Alternative Gift Fair will be held this year on 
December 9 and December 16. For those who may not 
know about this, it is a chance to give a Christmas gift to 
that special someone that you just don’t know what to 
give them. It may be someone you want to remember, 
but they really don’t need anything. It may be just a 
reminder that you are thinking of them. I found it very 
useful, when I had children in school, to give to their 
teachers. They absolutely loved the idea. It also works for 
co-workers or neighbors. A great way to just finish your 
Christmas shopping for those you just don’t know what to 
give AND you don’t have to go to the store! This year we 
are going to feature Habitat for Humanity and The Heifer 
Project. You can purchase as little as a hammer for 
building homes or for just a dollar you can purchase 100 
honeybees. You will receive a small card to let your 
recipient know what you have given in their name. Bev 
Peterson will also have a table set up with her lovely 
homemade Christmas Ornaments. In addition, she will 
also set up a table at the annual Advent Party on 
December 2. A table of Equal Exchange products will be 
available as part of the Alternative Gift Fair which is part 
of the Outreach Committee and held on December 9 and 
16 after worship in the Social Hall. There will be a variety 
of chocolate bars, and our regular coffees and teas. 
These things make great gifts for those you like to gift 
consumables to. So be sure to check it out. 
 

Fifth Sunday Giving: 
December also has five Sundays this year. The Outreach 
Committee decided that instead of adding something 
extra to the Christmas season, we would just concentrate 
on our regular Christmas giving. Please consider our 
annual Christmas Offerings when giving during this 
holiday season. There will be envelopes in the pew for 
your convenience. 
 

Winter Nights: 
Just a heads up for Winter Nights in 2019. Our annual 
project for allowing homeless families to use our church 
for a couple of weeks has been moved slightly for 2019. 
The dates will be from May 20 to June 3. For those of 
you who like to furnish a meal, you can plan on those 
dates. For those who would like to donate to help fund 
meals, the Fifth Sunday Giving will concentrate on Winter 
Nights on our next 5th Sunday, which will be in March. 
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December 2nd  
1st Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Christy Ramage 

 
December 9th  

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Mal. 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 

Rev. Will McGarvey 

 
December 16th  

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Zeph. 3:14-20; Isa. 12:2-6; 

Rev. Will McGarvey 
 

December 23rd  
4th Sunday of Advent 
Rev. Christy Ramage 

 
December 24th  
Christmas Eve 
Isa. 9:2-7; Ps. 96; 

Rev. Will McGarvey 

 
December 30th   

1st Sunday after Christmas Day 
Rev. Teresa Chavez Sauceda 

 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner: 

 
Bountiful and delightful interfaith Thanksgiving dinner at our 
church with representatives of Islam, Judaism, Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Presbyterian and United 
Church of Christ sharing of their faith, followed by a 
delicious dinner of roast halal turkey and a plethora of exotic 
dishes furnished by members of all faith groups. Beautiful 
way to share on many levels! - from Jim Hodges 
 
*Thank you to everyone who made this day possible. 
Special thanks to Bev Peterson, Ginny McGuire, Becki 
and Scott Peterson. 

DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

December 2nd    
Liturgists    Myrdell Dybdal 
Ushers   Chris & Cherie Persing 
Greeters    Chris & Cherie Persing 
 

December 9th   
Liturgists    Judy Hartz 
Ushers    Chuck & Myrdell Dybdal 
Greeters    Roberto & Nora Buluran 
 

December 16th   
Liturgists   Mike Sullivan 
Ushers    Dave & Letha Arms 
Greeters          Dave & Letha Arms 
 

December 23rd   
Liturgists    New Way 
Ushers    George & Jude Stephens 

Greeters    George & Jude Stephens 
  

December 30th    
Liturgists    Lucas Stuart-Chilcote 
Ushers    Jim & Janie Hodges 

Greeters    Jim & Janie Hodges 
 

 
Ushers: Please let Janie Hodges (new head Usher) 
know by the Friday before your Sunday If you cannot 

make it on the date/date’s above. You may contact her at 
925-368-5797 or njhodges@aol.com.  

If you have any questions or would like to become an 
Usher, please email or call her. 

 

Music Notes: 

 
On Sunday, December 9, our Christmas Choir will       
provide worship music in celebration and remembrance 
of the birth of Love, Peace and Hope in our world; 
accompanied by Joan Schmitt on piano and Alyssa 
Namanny on flute. There is still time to join us at our 
next rehearsal. All Are Welcome! 
Our rehearsals are: 
December 2 - Christmas Choir rehearsal at 11:45am 
December 9 - Christmas Choir warmup at 9:00am 
The next New Way service will be Sunday, December 
30th. 
 
Check our weekly announcements and eBlasts for 
further information or contact Michael or Elaine. 
May the spirit of the season fill your heart with music and 
love. 

 

mailto:njhodges@aol.com
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PRAYER PAGE 

December Prayer Families & Churches  
 

December 2nd     
Chuck Muhlenhaupt 

Gary & Gayle Namanny 
Iglesia Presbiteriana de la Mision – San Francisco 
Santa Cruz First Congregational UCC – Santa Cruz 

 

December 9th    
Patsy Nash 

Jessica Natal 
Korean Presbyterian Church – San Francisco 

Santa Rosa First Congregational UCC – Santa Rosa 
  

December 16th    
Elaine Palmer 

Melissa Paniagua 
Lakeside Presbyterian Church – San Francisco 

Sant Rosa First Samoan Congregational Christian 
CCCAS UCC– Santa Rosa 

 

December 23rd        
Christy Ramage 

Richard & Betty Pankey 
Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church – San Francisco 
Seaside Peninsula Malamalama Fou UCC – Seaside 

  

December 30th        
Dan & Laurie Pease 

Mary Lynne Peck 
Mission Bay Community Church – San Francisco 

Sebastopol Community UCC – Sebastopol 
 

  

Prayer cards are located in the Narthex by the 
Guest Book. 

 

Prayers of Healing 

 
 

Renée Moore, Virginia Devens, Reggie Washington, 
Starr Lieber, Dorothy Shipe, Elaine Grothmann, Anne 
Cakebread, Betty LaMar, Margaret Wilcox, Betty 
Rexroth, Mary Vargo, Patsy Nash. Carol Krishnan’s 
sisters. Grace, Donald Lang’s grandmother. Hanby & 
Greenwood Families (Betsy Sullivan’s Family). Deborah 
Scott (with many health issues right now). Catherine 
Hewitt, Mary Burks cousin who is battling cancer. Kahli 
Davis. Jerry Castleberry and Richard James. Carol 
Czarnowski. Lucille Brautigam. Gary Errington who has 
cancer. Janie Hodges. Pat Vines. Ann Custer. Will 
McGarvey and family. Jim and Janice Campbell. 
 
 

Prayers of Concern 

 
 

Those affected by the recent violence here and abroad.  
Those affected by the natural disasters in Texas, the 
Caribbean – St. Martin, St. Bart’s, Antigua and Barbuda, 
British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Turks and Caicos, Miami, Cuba, Mexico, Nepal, 
Northern & Southern California, the Philippines, Japan. 
Safety for all in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, 
Egypt and Sudan. California Public Schools and 
teachers. The economy, and those laid off or in need of 
employment. Those living without shelter, experiencing 
any form of mental illness and those without healthcare.  
All those affected by the fires in Northern and Southern 
California. Betty Pankey. Letha Arms and Family after 
the passing of Letha’s mother Lucille. Michael Miller and 
family after the passing of his brother-in-law. Ann 
Custer. Will McGarvey and family. 
 
 

Prayers For Our Mission Partners 

 
 

Prayers for the ministry of Let’s Feed  
the Kids, Friends Feeding Friends,  
Habitat for Humanity, the Interfaith  
Council of Contra Costa County,  
Loaves and Fishes, P.I.C.E.S., the 
Antioch Ministerial Food Bank, the  
Literacy Project in Pittsburg, the  
Presbytery of San Francisco, the  
Bay Association of the Northern California-Nevada 
Conference, UCC, Westminster Woods, Camp Cazadero, 
Rev. Charles Tinsley at the Juvenile Detention Center, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Winter Nights Rotating 
Shelter, Shelter Inc., Shepherd’s Gate, Heifer International, 
and the Al-Basma School and Program in Beit Sahour, 
Palestine, Joining Hands – Bolivia, Hesperian International, 
the Keep Hope Alive Program, and Minar and Milad 
Vosqueritchean in East Jerusalem with their after school 
peace school and music program.   

 
 

Prayers for Sisters & Brothers  

Around the World 
 

The Conflict in the Middle East; Darfur, Sudan; East 
Congo, Bolivia; Colombia; Venezuela; Lebanon, 
Israel-Palestine, North Korea, and Mumbai, India.  
Long term aid to Haiyan victims; children in Hurricane 
areas; those affected by earthquakes, and the unrest 
in Pakistan.  For those who serve in the Armed 
Forces.  For those who suffer from hunger and thirst; 
loneliness; illness; malnutrition; ageism.  For those 
who are excluded; homeless; friendless; the 
underemployed and jobless. For those affected by 
hurricanes and fires and violence. 
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Minutes for Regular Stated Meeting of Session              October 16, 2018 
 

 
Called to order at 6:35 p.m. at the home of Carol Hosmer by checking in and sharing a delicious meal Carol 
prepared.   
Elders present: Ruling Elders: Mary Burks, Michael Capurro, Myrdell Dybdal, Jim Hodges, Carol Hosmer and 
Teaching Elder/Moderator Rev. Will McGarvey.    A quorum was present. 
Elders excused:  None. 
Visitors: None. 
Mission statement was read by all and meeting opened in prayer by Moderator Will McGarvey.   
Docket was read and approved as revised. 
Minutes of October 16, 2018 Regular Stated Meeting of Session were approved as submitted. 
Consent Calendar: None 
     
SPECIAL REPORTS: 
Clerk of Session:   
Review of existing membership list. MSC since we have had no contact from Bonnie Bertelson, to move her to 
inactive list. Jim to contact two other members to see if they want to stay on our membership list. 
Correspondence: Clerk’s Annual Questionnaire was filed. 
Pastor's Report: Regular meetings, Bible Study, etc.  Moved Meg back to the bay area.  Theology Pub. Spent a 
week with family after my mother’s death.  Spent the next week at the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Toronto, 
Canada.  Ministers and Musicians lunch.  Presbytery meeting. Spoke at the MFAC Interfaith Thanksgiving service.  
Prayed and communed with participants at our Interfaith Thanksgiving dinner.     
Presbytery Meeting report: Report from the Tuesday, November 13, 2018 Presbytery meeting at Lakeside 
Presbyterian Church in San Francisco by Will. Reported on status of grant request for parking lot program, which will 
start potentially in January.  
Treasurer's Report: Report emailed by Cherie Persing 11-15-18.  Nancy Blasingame has been contacted about 
doing a financial review and will meet with Cherie in December. MSC to approve doing review of two years at 
once if it can be arranged by Cherie to have the 2018 report ready in January. Myrdell discussed the balances 
and concern over deficit budgeting.  
Care Team: No report received to date. Care Team met last Sunday and discussed Advent Fair and signups. It is 
unclear at this point if Care Team has decided to have a CPC member on the CPC Nominating Committee. 
Event Coordinator: Report emailed by Jessica Natal 11-19-18.  Discussed responsibility for event scheduling. 
Jessica is doing events and gets a commission on nonmember events, Leslie can do member events where there is 
no alcohol served. Leslie will schedule Scout events and Ministerios events.   
Nominating Committee: The committee met, and one person has agreed to be nominated for a three-year term in 
class of 2022. We need another elder if we could get someone for the class of 2020 (one-year term) and/or 2022 
(three-year term).   
 
Personnel Committee: Discussing dates with Will, Elaine and Michael.  Mary will explore a Tuesday afternoon 
possibility for meeting with Will, with possible meeting in January with other staff. 

 

COMMITTEE/MINISTRY REPORTS: 
Building & Grounds: Reports emailed by Mary Burks 11-16-18 and 11-20-18. See below for additional items.   
Christian Education: No report.    
Fellowship: No meeting to report. Cookie exchange will occur on 12/16. 
Outreach: Report emailed 11-12-18 by Carol Hosmer. Alternative gift fair is 12/09 and 12/16.  Habitat for Humanity 
and Heifer will be participating along with equal exchange and Bev Peterson. Blood drive possibility will be explored.   
Stewardship & Finance: Report emailed by Myrdell Dybdal 10-10-18.  See below for items. 
Worship Welcoming & Marketing: Report emailed by Elaine Palmer 11-10-18. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

• Funding request for Leslie Gomez’s Peru Mission trip (See note published in November ECSM News) MSC to 
approve letting her put request for support in Newsletter. 

 
Continues on page 9 
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• The new Scout troops are listed on the master calendar on Google Calendar starting in November; Cubs on 
Monday night at 6:15, Venture Crew at 6:30 Stoneman Room, Boy Scouts at 7:30 in Social Hall. However, it is 
our understanding that the Cub Scout and Venture Crew will not start meeting until January. 
With PICES closing, Outreach recommends donating funds to Los Medanos College Food Bank. Carol will 
check with them to be sure that they accept donations of money and not just food donations. A question 
was raised about the decision of Session for distribution of Hunger support funds. After the meeting, Jim 
researched it and found that Session had made the following decision in August 20, 2017 “Session 
clarified timing of disbursement of Hunger Offerings. Presbytery portion to be paid first, then alternate 
with 50% of remaining portion each month, one month to Pittsburg charity, PICES; and the next month 
the other 50% to Antioch charities, (split half to Antioch Ministerial, and half to Salvation Army).” 

• CPC website was updated overall 8 years ago, UCC was gifted to update their site, but the CPC site has not 
been updated. Pastor Will agreed to train Leslie to update some aspects of the website. The home page 
and events should be priorities for updating, followed by volunteer opportunities. 

• The first toilet next to the sanctuary was plugged. Cost of unplugging was $465, to be paid from Buildings and 
Grounds budget, line item 5411, Building repairs and maintenance. Plumber stated that the sewer line is 
separated from the flange, was filled with wax. His estimate to adequately repair that is $1,800. Suggested to 
have Chris Persing call the plumber., as he knows how that line was constructed. Mary will contact Chris.  

• MSC to approve taking a special offering for UCC Wildfire Relief Fund. FCCA has offered to match funds 
up to $500.  
CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

• Buildings and Grounds items:   
o Update on request to add 3 surveillance cameras to the 8 existing ones:  If we want cameras, it would 

cost $14/month/camera. Other systems cost even more. A second monitor system to add cameras. Mary 
will call Vivint to get a price on a system, and report back next month. 

o Tree trimming report. Mary to ask the tree trimmer for cost of trimming trees away from the building 
to prevent rodent infestation as a start. The cost can be taken from gardener fund 5413 ($1835 
current balance). 

o Hallway painting update. Flooring will be installed next Monday and Tuesday. 
o Ethan’s Eagle Scout project. He wants to finish his project. Session suggested that he spend some 

time on a planting project with Peace Camp this summer. July 26-28.  (4pm Fri to after church on 
Sunday).  Mary will request Ethan to communicate with Pastors Will and Christy about it. 

• Outreach: 
o December fifth Sunday emphasis on Christmas denominational offerings for December.  
o Update on Parking lot program grant for December 2018-March 2019. The parking lot program will begin 

in January. Pastor Will is working to get grant request through. 

• Finance and Stewardship Committee will meet December 11 and will have a draft budget for Session’s 
December 18th meeting. 

o Stewardship campaign report. Status of pledges unknown at this time, an update will be sent to 
Session by email when it is available.   

o Committees are requested to notify Cherie Persing of any changes in 2019 budget request by 
December 1, 2018. 

• Installation of Crosses: No utilities in the area Chris had marked out.  He is planning to have some of his guys dig 
the holes and prepare the site. The Chapel Improvement Fund “Hearing loop":  No update. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. with Michael Capurro closing in prayer. 
Next Session Meeting: Next Session meeting is December 18, 2018 at Michael’s home at 6:30 pm. 
Myrdell Dybdal is scheduled to prepare December communion. 
Next Joint CPC Session/FCCA Cabinet meeting scheduled for December 2, 2018 immediately following 
worship in the Camp Stoneman Room.  
Next Joint Session/Cabinet/Care Team Leadership retreat scheduled for February 9, 2019 from 9 am – 1 pm.  
Next Presbytery meeting is Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at First Presbyterian Church in Richmond. 
Advent Dinner scheduled for December 2nd. 
Respectfully submitted, Jim Hodges - Clerk of Session 
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Christmas Eve Service: 

 
Please join us on December 24th at 6:00pm in the chapel 
for our Christmas service. (Pastor Will preaching). I hope 
everyone enjoys their Christmas it’s the best time of the 
year to share this day with friends and family. 
 

Christmas Poem: 

 
Christmas isn’t showy gifts or glittering decoration; it’s 
honoring our savior, Jesus Christ in humble adoration. It’s 
serving the less fortunate, meeting their needs before our 
own; it’s making sure at Christmas time that no one is 
alone. It’s taking what we would have spent on things that 
no one needs and using it to help someone with service 
and good deeds. Our savior showed us how to live with 
charity, faith and service. It makes the holidays a joy, 
more peaceful and less nervous. So, let’s remember 
Christmas is about our savior’s birth; that’s the way to 
happiness, the way to peace on earth. 
By: Joanna Fuchs 
 

Christmas Poinsettias: 
Poinsettias will be available for purchase as Memorial  
Gifts through Nora Buluran. Sign-ups will be available  
Starting December 2nd, 2018. 

Just a friendly reminder regarding building 
usage: PLEASE make sure you look over the space 

before you exit, check ALL doors. Make sure windows 
are closed and locked, AC & Fans are turned off, lights 
are off, and doors are locked. Be vigilant about who 
enters the building and how many doors are left unlocked 
during your stay as that may cause an issue also.   
Someone can come in during your time here, leave 
another door unlocked and return when no one is here.  
I encourage all to be vigilant while in the building and 
please report any suspicious persons to the authorities, 
myself, session member or pastor.   
Thank you kindly, Leslie.  
 

 
Please contact our Events Coordinator, Jessica Natal for 
information.  Private Rental rates for your friends are 
based on the number in attendance. CPC & FCCA 
members get the Church Member rates. Contact Jessica 
at 925.276.0960 or cpcpittsburgrentals@gmail.com. 

 

 
Come join us for our Advent Dinner on December 2nd, 
2018. We will have crafts beginning at 4:00pm, 
Christmas Carol Singing at 5:30pm and dinner at 
6:00pm. Come and enjoy the Christmas spirit! 
 

 
Donation Opportunity for month of December, to help 
with Wildfire Relief! FCCA is offering to match all 
donations received, up to $500, for help to victims of the 
recent CA fires. All monies will go through UCC 
Conference Wildfire Relief Fund for direct help to victims.  
If so moved, please note UCC Wildfire Relief on your 
check & put in offering plate. If donating cash, please 
place cash in a sealed envelope labeled UCC Wildfire 
Relief Fund. Donations may be placed on offering plate 
or given to Ginny Maguire or Paul Fish.  Thank you for 
your prayerful consideration & action to help others.   
Jane Fish, Moderator FCCA 

 

mailto:cpcpittsburgrentals@gmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

December  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
10:00am –  
Worship 
Celebration & Holy 
Communion 
11:45am-  
Joint Cabinet  
Session  
6:00pm – Advent 
Dinner 
  
 
4-7 pm M.C. – 
Sanctuary & 
classrooms    

3 
 

10:00am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
10:00am 
Bible Study - CSR 
 
 
 

5 
 
11:30am – 
Fellowship Lunch @ 
Black Angus   
1:30pm – Outreach 
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM M.C. 
 -  CSR 

6 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM        
 M.C. Sanctuary  & 
2 class rooms 

8 

9 
 
9:00am - Christmas 
Choir Warm-up 
10:00am –  
Worship Service 
11:30am – 
Fellowship Hour 
4-7 pm M.C. – 
Sanctuary & 
classrooms    

10 
 
 
10:00am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 

11 
 
10:00am   
Bible Study – CSR 
 
 
 
  
 

 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM M.C. 
 -  CSR 
 

 

13 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM        
 M.C.Sanctuary  & 2 
class rooms 
 
 

15 
 

11:30am 
Bountiful 

Table 

16 
 

 
 

10:00am – Worship 
Service 
11:45 am – FCCA 
Cabinet Meeting 
 
 
4-7pm M.C. – SH 
 

17 
 

10:00am FCC Bible 
Study – CSR  
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
10:00am  
Bible Study – CSR 
 
6:30pm – Session 
Meeting @ 
Michael’s 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM M.C. 
 -  CSR 

20 
 

 

 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 – 9PM        
 M.C. Sanctuary  & 
2 class rooms 

22 
 
 

23 
 
10:00am – Worship 
Service  
 
 
4-7pm M.C. - SH 

24 
Office closed 
 

6:00pm –  
Christmas Eve 
Service  

25 
Office closed 
No bible study! 

Christmas 
Day! 

26 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 

30 
 
9:00am – New Way 
Warm-up 
10:00am – Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
4-7pm M.C. - SH 

31 
 
No bible study!  
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December Events at ECSM 
 

 

 
Monthly Fellowship Lunch 

Wednesday, December 5th at 11:30am 
Black Angus Steakhouse 2355 Sand Creek Rd, Brentwood. 

 

Christmas Choir 
Sunday, December 9th at 10:00am during service. 

 

Bountiful Table Lunch 
Saturday, December 15th at 11:30am. 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
Monday, December 24th at 6:00pm. 

Pastor Will preaching. 
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