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OSKAR WILANDER
Has A Passion for History

BY JONATHAN KANE
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Wilander,
a senior

at Wood River High
School and president
of the school’s Model
United Nations Club,
has a love of histo-
ry. The son of for-
mer tennis pro Mats
Wilander, Oskar also
plays tennis and ice
hockey and has re-
cently taken up oil
painting.

“I'm really inter-
ested in studying his-
tory and I also have
a strong interest in
government,” he said.
“I’ve read so much
but I’d have to say that
my favorite is ancient
history, especially studying the
Roman Empire. It’s amazing how
much that culture impacts us and
resonates to this day.”

Oskar traces his interest in his-
tory back to when he was about
9 years old and got his hands on
his older sister’s Ancient History
textbook. Today, he’s focused on
both world history and U.S. his-
tory.

“I try to take any class that
applies, like psychology, govern-
ment and any of the humanities,”
Oskar said. “Last year my favor-
ite class was “War in the Modern
World.” I'm interested in the his-
tory of warfare because things
change and some stay the same.
I'm most interested in those that
stay the same.”

One of those is how societies
cope with combat stress.

“Another constant is racial dis-
crimination against the enemy
because it makes it easier to fight
them. There is also the search to
find the most efficient way to kill
people.”

‘War in the Modern World’
also talks extensively about the
Gulf War, especially the econom-
ic impacts.

When asked what we have to
learn from the Roman Empire,
Oskar said, “The key thing is that
they didn’t have the separation of
powers that we have today in the
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in Jackson Hole, Wyo., in Novem-
ber, and then one in Berkeley, Ca-
lif,, in March. At the conferences,
each school will represent one
country and we prepare by writ-
ing position papers and dealing
with logistics.”

WRHS will represent China,
which Wilander said was a daunt-
ing task. The conference will
have a United Nations Security
Council. The topic will be the ref-
ugee crisis.

“It will be exciting to have that
power,” Wilander said. “What’s
most interesting is that all the
countries have a different per-
spective on the issues from us. We
have just started researching and
there is some culture shock see-
ing how much China may differ
on an issue. It’s a challenge at first
to take on positions that you don’t
really agree with and we have
never taken on something this big,
so it’s really exciting.”

Wilander was elected president
at the end of his junior year and
he is proud and excited to take
a bigger role. “I guess what I’ve
taken out of the whole experience
is amore international view of the
world. That’s something that can
be hard to experience when you
live in a small valley like ours.”

Editor’s Note: Anyone who
would like to recommend a Blaine
County School District student

United States. This led to alot of for The Weekly Sun’s “Student

civil war and tyranny.”

This is the third year Wilander
has been a part of the Model Unit-
ed Nations Club.

“There are about 25 people in-
volved and we meet once a week,”
he said. “We attend a conference

Spotlight” feature should contact
Jonathan Kane at jkjonkane@
gmail.com.
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Our Mission:
To be a world-class, student focused, community of
teaching and learning.

For the latest news and happenings
at BCSD sign up to receive our BCSD
Weekly Update on our website:
www.blaineschools.org
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“Like” us on Facebook and sign up for
RSS Feeds from our home page and
each school's home page too. Go to
“News" at www.blaineschools.org



