


What is a state report 
card? 

Information states 
provide on school 

performance at the state, 
district, and school 

level. 



Can people easily find and 
understand these report cards? 



The answer is NO.



States are not communicating 
effectively with the public. 



Finding and interpreting state 
report cards is confusing and 

frustrating.





45 states produce report cards in 
English only. 







Lack of transparency breeds mistrust between 
families and the education system serving their 

children. 



State leaders have a significant 
opportunity under the federal Every 
Student Succeeds Act to create report 
cards that actually meet communities’ 

information needs. 



All state leaders, not just the state 
education agency, are responsible 
for creating a clear picture of how 

schools are performing. 



State Report Cards to Watch 



Washington, DC

ü Graphic landing page 
ü Graphs include explanation of the 

measure and has a “details” 
button to dig deeper 

ü The site includes equity reports 
that cover:
• Student movement
• Discipline
• Attendance
• Graduation rate 

Visual Appeal, Navigability, 
Equity Focus 



Hawaii

ü Choose school from a map or 
search by school name 

ü Go directly to the school report or 
compare it with another school

ü Hover over sections of the graph 
to see what components make up 
the index score 

Visual Appeal and 
Interactivity



Illinois

ü Simple landing page 
ü Clearly labeled tabs to access 

data and dig deeper 
ü Additional explanations, context, 

and resources

Visual Appeal 
and Navigability 



Ohio

ü Easy to read overview page with 
clear explanations of each 
component

ü Each component has an option to 
view more data

ü Clearly labeled tabs across the 
top allow for easy navigation 

Visual Appeal, Navigability, 
Variety of Indicators 



ü Easy to read overview page with 
clear explanations of each 
component

ü Each component has an option to 
view more data

ü Clearly labeled tabs across the 
top allow for easy navigation 

Visual Appeal, 
Navigability, 
Variety of Indicators 

Ohio



Wisconsin

ü Plain English explanations for 
every graph a user generates

ü Hints and tips to help users get 
the most out of the resource 

ü Guidance on how to build and 
navigate graphs

Clarity 
and Usability 



More on Public Reporting

• Quality Public Reporting Informs 
Decisions, Empowers Action 

• Empowering Parents and Communities 
through Quality Public Reporting

• Opportunities to Make Data Work for 
Students in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act




