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StudentsFirstNY 
Raising Parent 
Voice in 2016 

StudentsFirstNY’s 13,000 parent members are the result of the most significant district parent organizing effort 
in the country. From the halls of power in Albany to the steps of City Hall in New York City, our parents speak 
truth to power and demand better education opportunities for their children. The following are recent notable 
examples of our parent members in 2016 alone. 
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January 2016  |  Albany State Capitol

Parents Tell New 
York State Leaders 
All Kids Can
Hundreds of parent advocates traveled to 
Albany to call attention to the need for better 
school options. At the event, held just as the 
2016 legislative session was getting underway, 
parent advocates who live in low-income 
communities across New York City and have 
children who attend both district and charter 
schools wanted to make sure their voices were 
heard. 

Watch the video to see more.

Read the release on the event.

Read an article from the Times Union
on the event.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DOyuvQ87cWBk
http://www.studentsfirstny.org/studentsfirstny_parent_advocates_call_for_better_school_options_as_legislative_session_begins
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Education-advocates-rally-at-New-York-state-6754845.php%23photo-9242369
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Education-advocates-rally-at-New-York-state-6754845.php%23photo-9242369
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February 2016  |  Albany State Capitol

Panel on How 
New York’s School 
System Can Best 
Serve Communities 
of Color
At the annual NYS Black & Puerto Rican Caucus 
Weekend, StudentsFirstNY teamed up with 
Assemblymember Michael Blake to host a panel 
discussion on how New York’s school system 
can best serve communities of color. Moderated 
by NYCAN Executive Director Derrell Bradford, the 
panel featured leaders in the education reform 
movement as well as public school parents from 
across the state. The overflow audience included 
hundreds of StudentsFirstNY parents.

Watch the video to see more.

Read the release on the discussion.

Read an oped from a Jamaica, Queens  
public school parent and grandparent.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gpfyx5l3k47h6xb/SFNY%2520Albany%2520Panel_021316_v5.mp4%3Fdl%3D0
http://www.studentsfirstny.org/studentsfirstny_s_statement_on_department_of_education_s_absent_teacher_reserve_data_dump
https://medium.com/%40StudentsFirstNY/how-ny-s-school-system-can-best-serve-communities-of-color-3552ae6928b2%23.mi3uegxxu
https://medium.com/%40StudentsFirstNY/how-ny-s-school-system-can-best-serve-communities-of-color-3552ae6928b2%23.mi3uegxxu
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april 2016  |  NYC Doe Headquarters

Parents Demand 
Answers from 
Mayor de Blasio 
About ATR Cover-up
More than one hundred district school parents 
stood outside the Department of Education’s 
headquarters to demand equity for their 
children – and full transparency from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. For five months, the de Blasio 
Administration has been stonewalling parent 
efforts to find out where ineffective teachers 
from the Absent Teacher Reserve (ATR) are 
being placed. The parents called on the Mayor 
to end this ATR Cover-Up and provide real 
answers to their requests for information.

Watch the video to see more.

Read the release on the event.

Read an article from the New York  
Daily News on the event.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DH6lKdPU_7Js
http://www.studentsfirstny.org/parents_demand_answers_from_mayor_on_atr_cover_up
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/charter-school-parents-information-roving-teachers-article-1.2600324
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/education/charter-school-parents-information-roving-teachers-article-1.2600324
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may 2016  |  Outside Mayoral Control Hearing

Parents Call for 
Accountability from 
Mayor de Blasio 
Outside Mayoral 
Control Hearing
Dissatisfied public school parents gathered 
outside the New York State Senate’s mayoral 
control hearing in New York to demand Mayor 
de Blasio be held accountable for New York 
City’s education crisis. They were there to send 
a clear message: parents are dissatisfied with 
the quality of NYC public schools and they 
expect Mayor de Blasio to be held accountable.

Watch the video to see more.

Read the release on the event.

Watch coverage from ABC 7 on the event.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dle5ZL7AfiD0
http://www.studentsfirstny.org/mayoral_control_tough_questioning_of_de_blasio_administration
http://abc7ny.com/politics/tension-between-mayor-lawmakers-over-city-schools/1346589/
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june 2016  |  NYC City Hall Steps

500 Parents 
Rally to Tell Mayor 
de Blasio They 
Deserve Details 
About the ATR
More than 500 district school parents rallied 
outside City Hall demanding  answers from 
Mayor de Blasio about the Absent Teacher 
Reserve (ATR). In just two months, more than 
7,500 parents have now signed on to the effort 
to get the de Blasio Administration to turn 
over basic information about where ineffective 
teachers from the ATR pool are being placed. In 
the middle of the rally, Mayor de Blasio exited 
City Hall, but instead of responding to the 500 
parents’ call for details about the ATR, he never 
broke stride.

Watch the video to see more.

Read the release on the rally.

Watch coverage from Fox 5 on the rally.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DH6lKdPU_7Js
https://www.google.com/url%3Fhl%3Den%26q%3Dhttp://www.studentsfirstny.org/deserve_details_press_06_14%26source%3Dgmail%26ust%3D1467297235453000%26usg%3DAFQjCNGuSn_99Z1_cGU1h39PHOo0WNEMqA
http://www.fox5ny.com/news/159767865-video

