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Parsha Perspectives
Rabbi Yossie Charner
“Hashem spoke to Moshe saying, "Pinchas son of Elazar, son of Aharon the Kohen, has
turned away My wrath from on the children of Yisrael by his zealously avenging Me among
them, and I did not consume the children of Yisrael in My zeal." The Alshich (Rabbi Moshe
Alshich 1508-1593) makes note of the word ,ְתוֹכם
ָ֑
בּamong them. Pinchas’ zealous action
was not very popular, and there were those who were ready to kill him for his zealousness.
Nevertheless, Pinchas was ready to sacrifice everything in order to do the will of the Almighty. He took action even though many people disapproved of what he did. He did it
even ,ְתוֹכם
ָ֑ בּeven amongst the people who disapproved, he did what he felt was the right!
There are many instances in life in which the correct thing to do is not always the most
popular, but life is not a popularity contest. Our focus has to be on doing the will of G-d.
A little bit further in this week’s Parsha, Hashem said to Moshe and to Elazar HaCohen,
| את ־ ֣ר ֹאשׁ
ֶ  שְׂ ֞אוּ:עזָ֛ר בֶּן ־אַה ֲ֥ר ֹן הַכּ ֹ ֖ ֵהן ל ֵאמֹֽר
ָ ְ אל
ֶ מּגּ ֵָ֑פה ו ַיֹּ֤אמֶר י ְהו ָה֙ אֶל ־מ ֹ ֔שֶׁ ה ו ֧ ְֶאל
ַ ה
ַ ו ַי ֖ ְִהי אַח ֲֵ֣רי
אל
ֵ ֗ ָבּנ ֵי ־י ִשְׂ ר
ְ “כָּל ־ע ֣ ֲַדתAnd it was after the plague, that Hashem spoke to Moshe and to
Elazar son of Aharon the Kohen, saying, "Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Yisrael.” ־ר ֹאשׁ
֣ שְׂ ֞אוּ אֶתcan also be translated, "raise their heads." Moshe and
Elazar the High Priest were told to elevate the nation's awareness and help them recognize
that everything is from Hashem. When this would be achieved, they would not become startled and frightened by the various challenging situations in life. They would approach each
challenge with peace of mind and acknowledgment that everything comes from Above.
By our realizing everything comes from Hashem, it will help us always realize what the
right thing to do is. It will allow us to put life in perspective and enable us to make the correct decision even if there are others who might disagree with our decisions.
The following story shows us that when we do the “right thing,” the decision that Hashem wants us to make, we won’t lose out.
After a successful fundraising trip, the Ponovezher Rav (Rav Kahaneman) told the students of Ponovezh yeshiva that he accredits his success to his care to always daven with a
minyan. He said, "A wealthy person told me that the only time I could meet with him was
early in the morning at the train station. This wealthy person was taking the 8:30 a.m.
train, and he asked me to meet him there fifteen minutes beforehand. “That morning I
woke up late, at 7:00 a.m. (I don’t think I ever woke up so late before.) I realized if I daven
Shacharis with a minyan, I wouldn’t be on time for the meeting. I debated what to do.
(continued on next page)
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Moments of
Greatness
Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberg
The town of Radin, Poland, hometown of
the Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Mayer
Kagan 1839-1933), was also home to some
terribly harsh winters. The townspeople
stayed inside as much as they could unless
it was impera%ve to wander out. Once a
wealthy man came to the Chofetz Chaim
with a fancy pair of fur-lined gloves as a
gi( to the holy rabbi. Although reluctant
to accept any gi(, the Chofetz Chaim
agreed a(er seeing how happy it would
make the aﬄuent giver. A few days later,
the Chofetz Chaim was traveling by train,
out of town, for some important
mee%ngs. When he entered the stuﬀy
train, he took oﬀ his gloves and put them
into his coat pockets. A(er si.ng on the
crowded train for some %me, it became
quite warm and subsequently the windows were all opened. Suddenly, the Chofetz Chaim got up, in order to switch seats,
and somehow one of his gloves got
knocked out of his coat pocket, falling out
the window and onto the cold ground.
Immediately, the Chofetz Chaim took out
the second glove and threw it out the window as well. The Chofetz Chaim explained
to his bewildered students, “Someone will
be walking along the tracks one day and
ﬁnd the beau ful expensive glove, but,
being only a single glove, have no use for it
and throw it back down. I thought to myself, what use is one glove to me, so I
quickly threw the other one out, to allow
this person to stay warm and properly
enjoy this fancy pair of gloves.” Let us all
take advantage of every opportunity to
act with kindness and not squander away
a precious mitzvah!
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know That!

Alef to Tav: Insights into the Alef-Beis

י

Le er: Yud
Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz
Numerical value: 10
Rabbi
Yaakov Berkowitz
Spelling: Yud, vav, dalet
Yud, though the smallest letter, connotes completion and perfection. This is seen in the
Mishnah in Ethics of the Father’s (5:1) which states that G-d created the entire world
world with 10 utterances. Furthermore, just as the physical world was created with 10,
the spiritual realm also is connected to 10 as we received the 10 Utterances (commonly
known as 10 commandments) which, as Rashi notes (Exodus 24:12) quoting the Midrash, include within them the entire Torah. The word for 10 in Hebrew is עשרesser,
which, if you change the vowels, also spells osher, wealth. The Maharal explains, that
just as 10 is a sign of completion, a wealthy person can be considered as though he has
reached completion in the physical realm. At the same time, however, we know that our
Rabbis teach us in Ethics of the Father’s (4:1) “who is wealthy? He who is content with
his lot”. Reaching a state of completion, in the world of physical enjoyments and financial wealth, is not dependent on our portfolio, rather it is a mindset. In the spiritual
realm, however, the opposite is true. We ought to be always striving for more and more.
With G-d’s Help we should all be blessed with success in all areas, and if it happens to
be that our current position in life does not include financial success, we should all
reach completion as seen in esser, osher, and be satisfied with what we have.

Parsha Perspectives (cont.)
“My first thought was to daven on my own and to meet this wealthy person at the train station.
After all, it was for a mitzvah, to support the yeshiva. However, after thinking about it some
more, I realized that I should daven with a minyan. To do otherwise was just work of the yetzer
hara. It was very late when I finished Shacharis, but I decided to go to the train station, regardless.” The Ponovezher Rav continued, "Five minutes after I got to the train station that wealthy
man arrived. He thought I waited for him almost an hour. He apologized effusively, and gave me
a large check." The Ponovezher Rav waved the check in front of the bachurim and told them it was
sufficient to support the yeshiva for a half a year.
Rabbi Yossie Charner joined the St. Louis Kollel in 2008 and was part of the team until he and
his family moved to Silver Springs, Maryland in 2012. He is now the Director of Development
for the Torah School of Greater Washington

Kollel KASHA Korner
Rabbi Yaakov Silverman
Name two people in the Torah that the inverse spelling of
their name spells the word the Torah uses to describe them*
Last week’s riddle:
Where in Tanach do you have a trio of grandfather, father, and son whose names are palindromes and spell the same name both backwards and forwards?
Answer:
Dovid Hamelech was the son of Yishai who was the son of Nosson ( )דוד ישי נתן
*Credit: Rabbi Moshe Neuman of Ohr Samayach)
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Rabbi Yitzchak Kowalsky
Q. I was recently in a shul for
Shabbos and received an aliyah.
When the gabbai made a mi
shberach I told him to say matanah (donation) and not announce a specific amount. I subsequently received a bill in the
mail for $36 with an explanation
that the shul policy is that a
standard matanah is that
amount. Am I obligated to pay
that amount? I was only planning on giving $10.
A. Unless you were told or there
was a clear sign, you are not obligated to pay the $36 and you
can give whatever you had in
mind at the time you received
your aliyah. If you decide to give
additional monies to the Shul
you are allowed to subtract that
amount from your maaser
funds. (see Shach YD 249:3).
Q. I had my afternoon snack of
pretzels and accidently recited a
borei nefashos instead on an al
hamichya for the after blessing.
Do I still need to make an al
hamichya or can I rely on the
borei nefashos?
A. The Kaf HaChaim (OC
202:79) brings opinions that
borei nefashos is similar to the
brachah of shehakol, in that it is
a general brachah that could
technically work for all food
items. The Mishna Brurah
(202:42), however, cites the
opinion of the Pri Megadim that
a borei nefashos cannot satisfy
the obligation, where an al
hamicha is required.
Please consult your Rav for final ruling
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With the Championship game behind them, the Torah & Turf ™
Basketball league got together for…..

Torah & Bowling!

“Torah and Turf basketball was compe ve, fun, and legit. Having the opportunity to learn Torah and play sports in a
professional-type se(ng (full size courts, referees and scoreboard) was a great experience. Torah and Turf remains a
great opportunity for young Jewish professionals here in St. Louis to connect and make friendships that will last a life me.
—Daniel Scheinbein
“...Had a blast playing basketball. It was a great way to stay connected to the community during the football oﬀ-season.
Hopefully the basketball league will con nue to grow and become even more compe ve.” — Adam Hendon
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