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Upcoming week’s schedule: Year 3, week 13—brachos 54a 

Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberg 

Sponsored by  

Dr. Debra F.  Fink, D.M.D. M.S.P.C.   

Adult and Child Orthodontics (314) 984-9900 

Zmanim: Zmanim: Zmanim: Zmanim: Candlelighting: 8:11 pm                Sof Zman Krias Shema: Sof Zman Krias Shema: Sof Zman Krias Shema: Sof Zman Krias Shema: M.A. 8:46 am    Gra”: 9:22 am   

SSSShhhhaaaabbbbbbbboooossss    EEEEnnnnddddssss::::     9:15pm  (Rabbeinu Tam: 9:42 pm) 

Parsha Perspectives 
Moments of  

Greatness 

Rabbi shlomo soroka 

Rabbi Avi Kula 

Rabbi Johnny Fruchter, son-in-law of David & Jill Mogil 

Maggid shiur of the week for the Amud: Sam Lefton, son of R’ Daniel &  Jessie Lefton 

For more info, or to sign up to get the weekly video shiurim please contact Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz 

When Rabbi Meir Shapiro (1887-
1933) was a little boy, nothing 
meant more to his mother than for 
him to become a great Talmid 
Chacham, a Torah scholar. Al- 
though she was quite poor, she 
hired a melamed, a Torah teacher, 
to help little Meir develop in his 
learning, even pawning her jewel-
ry to pay for the daily sessions. 
One cold snowy day, the melamed 
didn’t show up to the house. Rabbi 
Shapiro’s mother could not control 
herself and burst into tears over 
the loss of Torah study. The young 
Meir said to his mother, “Don’t 
worry Ma, we will make up the 
learning tomorrow”. She respond-
ed, “You don’t yet realize the im-
portance of kvius, regularity, in 
Torah learning. Every day one 
misses out on Torah is a great loss 
and that is why I am so sad.” 
When Rabbi Shapiro grew up, he 
created the famous Daf Yomi con-
cept, in which everyone learns one 
page of Talmud daily, never going 
to bed until the quota has been ful-
filled. Rabbi Shapiro credited his 
amazing idea of Daf Yomi to his 
mother's tears and love of Torah.     

Learning Torah is our way of life 
and we should all merit to make 
that commitment to studying it 
with consistency in order that we 
may fulfill our complete potential. 

    I used to think it was impossible for anyone to hurt my feelings...until I got married. 
Allow me to explain. By the time I had reached young adulthood, if someone would hurl 
an insult at me, I might've wanted to punch the guy but I can't recall feeling humiliated or 
holding back an urge to cry. Then I got married to the most wonderful woman in the 
world. I wanted her to love and respect me the way I loved and respected her. Her opin-
ion meant everything to me. So the first time she said something that I interpreted as a 
lack of love and respect, I was devastated. The sharp words penetrated like a dagger 
thrust into my chest. I'm still sensitive in that regard but after 18 years of marriage, I 
know she loves and respects me. If she would ever say anything harshly critical 
(hypothetically, of course) it might be I really did mess up, but it could also be that she's 
had a long hard day and she knows I'm there for her to vent a bit. It's usually a combina-
tion of both. It's far easier not to feel hurt when I know it's not personal. It's really not her 
talking. It's some demonic spirit (called "dybbuk" in Yiddish folklore) that has possessed 
her and I'm a skilled exorcist. We usually laugh afterwards about the "dybbuk." (Again, 
this is all hypothetical, and hypothetically, I could be possessed as well.) 
   Balaam was a megalomaniacal avaricious evil sorcerer, known to behave in a deviant 
manner and was “wedded to his donkey,” but still taught us an important lesson in rela-
tionships. He saddled his beloved burro and set out on a journey to curse and destroy the 
Nation of Israel. Suddenly she veered off the path, refusing to go further. The jennet saw 
an angel wielding a sword. One more step and Balaam would've been headless. But the 
angel was invisible to Balaam and he was oblivious to the danger ahead. Wanting to forge 
ahead, he began to strike her. But the angel had cornered her between stone walls and 
with no choice she pressed her body-and Balaam's leg against the stones. Balaam furious-
ly beat the poor animal until G-d miraculously gave her the power to speak. Instead of 
yelling back at him she simply asked, "What have I done that you have hit me?" Balaam 
shouted back that if he had the means to, he'd already have killed her. Jenny replied, "Am 
I not your faithful she-donkey that you have ridden all upon all your life? Have I ever act-
ed this way with you?" For as long as he could remember, she was his loyal lover who car-
ried him wherever and whenever he desired. There was no obvious logical explanation for 
a sudden change. But instead of considering that there were unknown circumstances 
compromising her ability to heed his command, Balaam just assumed she was being re-
bellious. So she asked him what made more sense: that she just decided to be insubordi-
nate even while being beaten or if there was more than met the eye. Balaam conceded 
that she had a point. And then G-d opened his eyes and he saw the angel.  
                                                                                                                  (continued on next page) 



Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz 

Alef to Tav: Insights into the Alef-Beis 

I Didn’t  

know That! 

 

 ט 

 

Rabbi Yitzchak Kowalsky 

Le�er: Tes 

Numerical value: 9 

Spelling: Tes, yud, sav 

Thank  You  To   
Our  Corporate   

Sponsor  

Q. One of the neighborhood chil-
dren came knocking on our door 
asking to borrow one of our bikes. 
We gladly acquiesced and asked 
him to please return it when he 
was done. The bike was never re-
turned and the child does not re-
member where he left it. Can I ask 
the parents to pay us back for 
what their child borrowed? 

A. The halacha is that a minor 
who causes damage is not obligat-
ed to pay even when he matures 
(SA CM 424:8). However, the 
Mishneh Brurah (343:9) writes 
that it is a meritorious act for the 
child to compensate for damages 
he caused while he was a minor, 
when he matures. Nonetheless, 
there is no obligation on the par-
ents of the child to repay for the 
lost bike because giving an item to 
a child to use outdoors is akin to 
forfeiting the item. (see Pischei 
Teshuva CM 291:1) 

Q. We recently hired a non-
Jewish painter to repaint some 
areas in our home. On his own 
volition, he removed the mezuzos 
before he painted and re-attached 
them when he finished. Do I have 
to reaffix them in their place?   

A. Rav Shmuel Wosner zt”l 
(Shevet HaLevi 2:158:2) explains 
that the mitzvah is to place a me-
zuzah on one’s doorpost, not 
merely to have a mezuzah on the 
doorpost. As the text of the bra-
chah recited upon affixing the me-
zuzah connotes, “...v’tzivanu l’kvo-
ah mezuzah”, therefore it must be 
placed on by a Jew. In this case, it 
would therefore be necessary to 
reaffix the mezuzah but no bracha 
is recited. 

Please consult your Rav for final ruling 

Parsha Perspectives (cont.) 
   When your spouse says something hurtful, it's only natural to want to counterattack or at least 

retreat and withdraw. That just escalates the whole situation. But is it more likely that he/she 

just decided today that he/she no longer loves you or is it more likely that there are other cir-

cumstances at play? The same goes for parents, children, and even friends and coworkers. You 

usually don't know the whole story. If what you saw doesn't fully add up, don't react instinctive-

ly. Try to find out what is really going on and if you can't, at least give the benefit of the doubt. 

Certainly if you know that there are stressful circumstances, you shouldn't take it personally. 

Take a personal interest. What is said mean isn't usually what he/she means to say. 

       I'm not giving a pass to anyone who is stressed out to start yelling at everyone around. I'm 

just saying if Balaam took his donkey's lesson to heart, we can too.   

Rabbi Shlomo Soroka was a Kollel member from 2005-2015, serving as Associate Rosh Kollel for the 

last three years of his tenure. He currently lives in Chicago, serving as Agudath Israel of Illinois’ 

Director of Government Affairs.   

The Talmud (Bava Kama 54a) teaches that if someone sees the letter tes in a 

dream, it is a good omen for him. Why is that? The gemara explains that this is be-

cause the first time the Torah uses the letter tes, is in the word tov, good. The Ben 

Yehoyada (Rabbi Yosef Chaim of Bagdad 1835-1909) elaborates further that the 

number 9 is a very “strong” number. He explains that when 9 is multiplied by any 

number until 10, the number 9 always emerges. 9x2=18 - 1+8=9 / 9x3=27 - 

2+7=9 / 9x4=36 - 3+6=9 / 9x5=45 - 4+5=9 etc. The ultimate of tes, and tov, is 

the Torah itself, as it’s written (Proverbs 4:2) “  for I  נתתי לכם טוב כי לקח

[Hashem] have given you a good product…”, referring to the present of the Torah. 

This idea of the Ben Yehoyada applies, more than to anything else, to Torah. No 

matter how ethics and morals change, the Torah and its ethics and morals are im-

mutable and total truth. 

Rabbi Yaakov Silverman 

Where in Tanach do you have a trio of grandfather, father 

and son whose names are palindromes and spell the same 

name both backwards and forwards?  

Last week’s riddle: Where in tefila do we say four words in a row that all 

share the same shoresh, root word? (Answer: On Shabbos, in Nishmas we say 

Me’alef elef Alfhei Alofim, all sharing the root word elef, thousand)   
 

Kollel KASHA Korner 

Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz 



Spotlight on  

Thank  You  To   
Our  Corporate   

Sponsor  

 

 

Find out how affordable life insurance can  

provide protec�on for you and your family. 

Get an instant quote 

For information contact  
Jonathan Spetner 

314.442.0001 

 

FREE MAHJ LESSONS ALL SUMMER 

SPONSORED BY SENIOR KOLLEL 

CALL 314 726-6047 TO SIGN UP! 

Sunday,  

October 21st  

10am - 4pm 

Sheraton 

Clayton Plaza  

Call Susan Scribner for info 314-913-1200  

“...I am grateful for having opportuni�es each week to delve deeper into the Gemara through the video  

shiurim. The wide variety of speakers and topics in these short videos open up the Amud and are always  

a treat. Thank you...for your con�nued efforts on this project.” —-Mark Friedman 
 

"I love how the Amud-a-Week brings together two things that I love: Jews and Torah."  —Jonathan Douek 

“Being able to par�cipate in the Amud shavui program truly invigorated my learning. Being on the same 

page as an en�re community brought a sense of togetherness that only Torah can do. It made an impact on 

me so much so that I was able to help start a branch in Boca Raton where we are planning to finish Masech-

es Makkos by Rosh Hashanah IY”H. Mazel tov on the siyum perek!  —Dr. Mordy Goldenberg  

(Ed: Check out their website amudshavui.com) 

 

 

 

The Amud-a-Week shiur in the Boca Raton Synagogue Senior Kollel Learning the Amud with Rabbi Nitsun 

   Next week we will begin the final perek of Maseches Brachos! Join in at the end and reap 

the benefits of comple-ng the whole thing! See Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz for more details 

regarding this exci-ng program or for help finding a shiur or chavrusah. And be sure to pick 

up ArtScroll pocket gemaras for this perek, available for purchase at the Kollel Bookstore. 

MAZEL TOV! 

The Amud-a-Week program  

finished the 8th perek of Brachos! 
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SPEC IAL  THANKS  TO  OUR  KOLLEL  PROGRAM  SPONSORS  

 

YARCHEI KALLAH 2018 

JULY 16TH THROUGH JULY 19TH 

SPONSORED BY THE FREDMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION  

IN MEMORY OF MR. ALVIN FREDMAN, A”H 

WOMEN’S PROGRAM: JULY 16TH—JULY 18TH  

YOUNG ISRAEL BEIT MEDRASH  10:30AM to NOON 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: MRS SARA ALIZA SCHEINBERG 

MEN’S PROGRAM: JULY 16TH - JULY 19TH AT AGUDAS ISRAEL 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE: RABBI SHAUL SINSKY  

Mentor to hundreds, sought-after teacher and educational consultant 

“Mitzta'er (Discomfort) In Mitzvas Sukkah” 
• In what way is the mitzvah of Sukkah different than any other one?  
• When would it be wrong to sit in the Sukkah on Sukkos?  
•How can one Sukkah be a valid Sukkah for one person and not valid for 

another? 
Hot Breakfast 8:30 AM following Shacharis 
Learning Schedule: 
9:00 AM to 11:AM Morning session 
8:00 PM to  9:45 PM Evening Session 
For more information, contact yberkowitz@stlkollel.com 

Senior Lecturer for Partners Detroit. Highly respected speaker, teacher and mentor known for her 

passionate and intellectually stimulating classes that are both practical and as inspirational. 

Topic: “Yaakov and Esav - A Battle for Destiny”  Their cosmic struggle began before their birth and 

continues until this very day.  What is the nature of their conflict?  
What are the stakes? For more information, email cbregman@stlkollel.com 

 

 Women’s Program Made Possible In Part By A Generous Donation from  

Mrs. Ellen Abramson In Loving Memory Of Dr. Neil Abramson a”h 

Plus Special Shabbos Inspira(on Throughout  

The Community…More Details To Come...Don’t Miss It! 


