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The Edelstein Family would like to 
thank all those who learned mishnayos 
in memory of our father, Lou Edelstein,  

during the recent shloshim. 
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PARSHA PERSPECTIVES 
Moments of Greatness 

   The Gaon and Tzaddik Rav 

Yaakov Edelstein was one of the 

most unique Gedolim of our 

generation. He was one of the 

great luminaries of the genera-

tion yet he was the Rav of a 

modern secular Israeli city, 

Ramat HaSharon. He was one 

of the great Mekubalim of the 

Dor, having learned the secrets 

of Kabbalah from the sacred 

"shoemaker" of Bnei Brak, yet 

he was an approachable 

Litvishe Dayan and Posek.  

   The last two years of his life 

were difficult ones where a se-

ries of illnesses left him without 

the capability to speak, and he 

communicated by writing. At 

one point he recovered enough 

that his caregivers felt they can 

teach him how to speak again. 

The therapist asked him to 

write down the two words that 

he wanted to start with. Rav 

Yaakov wrote "Amen" and 

"Todah". Two words that say it 

all, Bein Adam LaMakom and 

Bein Adam Lachaveiro.  

   It takes a gaon and a tzaddik 

to come up with something so 

simple and so brilliant, even as 

he struggles on his sickbed. 

Yehi Zichro Baruch!  
 

(Courtesy of Revach L’Neshama) 

 

Honor your father and mother, as the L-rd your G-d has commanded you, so that you may live long. 

(Devarim 5:16)                                                                                                    

    A nearly iden�cal verse appears in Parshas Shemos (20:12), “Honor your father and mother so that 

you may live long.” Here, in Parashas Va’eschanan, the Torah adds; “As the L-rd your G-d has com-

manded you.” What is the significance of this addi�onal phrase? 

    The Meshech Chochmah refers to the Jerusalemite Talmud that considers honoring parents an “easy 

commandment.” Ra�onal people understand that debts have to be repaid. If you are in need of 

$10,000 and someone is kind enough to lend you that sum, when you have the money to repay the 

loan, you should be happy to pay the debt with gra�tude.  

    By the same token, every person also understands that he has a moral obliga�on to repay his debt 

of gra�tude to his parents. A6er all, the cost of raising a child must be at least between $200,000 and 

$400,000, not to men�on the �me, effort and energy parents invest in their children. Therefore, the 

least one can do is honor their parents. It is not a hard thing to make such a small payment on such a 

large debt. The Sefer HaChinuch writes that one of the underlying principles of this commandment is 

Hakoras Hatov- showing gra�tude. 

    But what if someone’s parent didn’t help raise him? What if his parents got divorced when he was 

baby and he was raised by his mother while his father didn’t even help with child-support? Must the 

child s�ll honor the father? The Torah tells us here that the duty to honor one’s parents is not just 

about gra�tude. It is not just a self-evident and logical obliga�on. It is incumbent on us because “The L-

rd, your G-d, has commanded you” to do so. Why did the Torah wait un�l now to teach us this added 

dimension?    

   I once heard from Rabbi Yissachar Frand that Hashem waited un�l Parashas Va’eschanan to make 

this point, because it became most clear now, a6er 40 years in the desert wilderness. During those 

years, raising children was easier than ever before, or ever would be. Children did not have to be fed; 

there was manna from heaven. They did not need to be given to drink; there was water from Miriam's 

well. They did not even have to change diapers; the consump�on of the manna did not leave waste 

products. They did not need to pay tui�on; Moshe taught them all they needed to know. They did not 

need new shoes and clothing; nothing ever wore out. Most likely they didn't need orthodon�c braces 

either, because life in the desert was a virtual paradise.  (con#nued on next page) 

NOTE: As our Kollel Rabbis take �me off to “reJewvenate”, please enjoy the next few 

week’s edi�ons of the Kollel’s “Family Torah Journal” which has been adapted and revised 

to include a variety of enjoyable lessons from Torah sites and past edi�ons of our Kollel 

newsleGer.  The Kollel will be back in session on Monday, August 13th and all classes and 

programs resume at that �me.  We wish all of our Kollel Rabbis a healthy and enjoyable 

summer together with their families. 

                                                      RABBI SHLOMO SOROKA 



The Harmonious  Home 

I Didn’t know That! 

  Thank  You  To   
Our  Corporate   

Sponsor  

Q. Is it permi(ed to buy stock shares in a 

public company whose board members are 

non-Jews who operate the company on 

Shabbos and Yom Tov? 

A.  Yes, it is permiGed. The poskim explain 

that buying shares in a company is not the 

same as becoming a partner in the compa-

ny. Buying shares is merely a method of 

inves�ng. The buyer hopes that the value 

of his shares will rise and enable him to 

turn a profit when he sells them; he has no 

intent or interest in becoming an owner or 

a manager of the business. Although all 

publicly traded companies must have an 

annual mee�ng where officers are elected 

by the shareholders, it is well known that 

this is merely a formality, and a6er all is 

said and done, the power to run the com-

pany remains in the hands of the board; 

the individual minority shareholders have 

no say or power to speak of. Thus, buying 

minority shares in a non-Jewish company 

which operates on Shabbos and Yom Tov 

is not considered as if one is becoming a 

partner with a non-Jew and is permiGed. 

Q. What about buying stock shares in a 

public company whose board members are 

non-observant Jews who operate the com-

pany on Shabbos and Yom Tov? Is that 

considered as if the investor is contribu#ng 

to the company’s finances and thereby 

aiding and abe1ng Shabbos desecrators?  

A. Most contemporary poskim rule that 

buying stock shares is not considered to 

be aiding and abeJng Shabbos desecra-

tors as there is no shortage of investors 

who are ready and able to buy shares. 

Anyone who buys shares does so for his 

own investment purposes and not for the 

purpose of financing the company. 

Weekly-Halacha, Copyright © 1997 by Rabbi Neu-

stadt, Dr. Jeffrey Gross and Project Genesis, Inc.  For 

final rulings, please consult your Rav. 

The Torah exhorts us many #mes against the prohibi#on of idolatry. The Talmud 

(Yoma 69b) tells us that the Sages destroyed the inclina#on to worship idols. That is 

why we have a difficult #me understanding the pagan culture of earlier civiliza#ons 

and why any sane man would worship inanimate or even man-made objects. If we 

believe that the Torah is eternal, #meless, and relevant, why is this prohibi#on repeat-

ed so many #mes and what relevance is there today in the numerous warnings 

against worshiping idols?  (email answers to office@stlkollel.com) 

Kollel KASHA Korner 

PARSHA PERSPECTIVES (CONTINUED) 
    And s�ll, the Torah demanded that parents be honored. Clearly, the obliga�on was to obey 

Hashem's commandment and not just to repay a debt of gra�tude. By the �me the Jewish peo-

ple lived through the era of the desert, they could relate to the mitzvah of honoring parents as 

an independent obliga�on. 

   Alterna�vely, perhaps we can suggest another approach. If an adopted child is lovingly raised 

and cared for by his adop�ve parents as if he were their own biological child, logic dictates 

there is an obliga�on to be grateful to the adop�ve parents. The level of gra�tude should obli-

gate the child to accord them honor and respect as one would to natural parents. At the same 

�me, the commandment to “Honor your father and mother” obligates the child to honor his 

biological parents, despite the fact that they may never have spent a dime nor lost a night’s 

sleep in raising their child. The biological mother at the least carried the child during pregnancy 

and underwent pains of labor and childbirth. But the father? What did he do? Why should one 

have to honor a father that never cared for, nor made any sacrifices for the welfare of his son?  

    The answer is that the father s�ll gave the child the gi6 of life and was one of the partners in 

crea�ng this human being. Whatever his mo�va�on or intent (or lack thereof), the child bene-

fiGed immeasurably from his father’s ac�on, and is therefore obligated to honor and respect 

him because of that. As children, we must always remember that aside from all our parents did 

for us, or despite what they did not, the greatest gi6 they ever gave us was the gi6 of life. For 

that we must remain forever grateful.  

Rabbi Shlomo Soroka was a Kollel member from 2005-2015, serving as Associate Rosh Kollel for the last 

three years of his tenure. He currently lives in Chicago, where he is serves as Agudath Israel of Illinois’ 

Director of Government Affairs.   

 

The table is set with the finest china, crystal, and silver. (When it comes to Shabbat, 
nothing is saved for a special occasion, for this is the special occasion!) Those who 
went to shul have now returned, and the room is filled with the warm sounds of Good 
Shabbos greetings. Everyone is invited to the table, as we begin the meal with song. 
Shalom Aleichem! -- the traditional greeting used when two Jews meet, and the name 
of the song that begins the Shabbat meal Friday night. Shalom Aleichem -- May peace 
be upon you. Shalom ... peace ... from the Hebrew word shalem, which means com-
plete…..On Shabbat, one is no longer split. During the week there is the working you, 
the family you, the day-to-day you. But on Shabbat you are focused, with everything in 
harmony: family, learning, joy of life…Shalom Aleichem! 

MRS. LORI PALATNIK 
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Summer Yarchei Kallah (continued)  

We  hope you enjoyed last week’s selec�on of Yarchei Kallah memories. Here are a few  

more memorable moments captured �ll we meet again….See you all at Winter Yarchei Kallah! 

WOMEN’S 

PROGRAM 

MEN’S PROGRAM WITH RABBI SHAUL SINSKY 

SPONSORED BY THE 

ABRAMSON FAMILY IN 

MEMORY OF DR. NEIL 

ABRAMSON a”h 

“I got to work after the Yarchei 

Kallah and people were asking 

why my face was glowing. Sara 

Aliza (Scheinberg) has the 

unique ability to relate to every 

single person, no matter where 

they're from or who they are."        

- Judith Gordon 

SPONSORED BY THE  

FREDMAN FAMILY  

CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

IN MEMORY OF MR.  

ALVIN FREDMAN a”h 

“Yarchei Kallah has been one of the 

highlights of my summer. Having 

the opportunity to learn with a 

Kollel Rav and one of my fellow 

chevrah, as well as listening to Rav 

Sinsky give brilliant shiurim was a 

privilege.” - Gary Goldmeier 
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Find out how affordable life insurance can  

provide protec1on for you and your family. 

Get an instant quote 

For information contact  
Jonathan Spetner 

314.442.0001 
jspetner@spetner.com 

 

 

 

 

FREE MAHJ LESSONS ALL SUMMER 

SPONSORED BY SENIOR KOLLEL 

CALL 314 726-6047 TO SIGN UP! 

Sunday,  
October 21st  
10am - 4pm 

Sheraton 

Clayton Plaza  

Call Susan Scribner for info 314-913-1200  

This Sunday, July 29th at Young Israel 
7:00 PM –Light buffet (special thanks to Jon Rubin!) 

7:30  - Instruc�on begins 

Let Ruchie Usprich show YOU step-by-step how ANY-

ONE can create a masterpiece. $25 per person. RSVP 

cbregman@stlkollel.com  Sponsored by your friends 

at Eishes Chayil, Young Israel and the Senior Kollel 

“Hotel Influenza” 
What are the ethics of experimen�ng new treat-

ments on otherwise healthy pa�ents? Join Dr. ScoG 

Kaar and Rabbi Yitzchak Kowalsky for an intriguing 

discussion. The answers may surprise you! 

Thursday, August 23rd 6 PM - 7 PM  

SSM - St. Mary's Hospital 6420 Clayton Road  

For more info, email ykowalsky@stlkollel.com 

 

 

Wednesday, August 8th at 2PM 

                      “That’s A Wrap!” 

Ladies...If you loved the “Tomer Devorah” series, you’ll 

love this next offering from the incomparable Rabbi Nitsun 

All New Lunch ‘n Learn Sponsored by the Kollel  

and U City Shul Starts Monday, August 13th 

“Spirit of Shabbos” 
Join Us For Lunch at 12:30 PM ~ Class Begins at 1PM  

 All Classes At U City Shul  700 North & South 

 No charge for lunch but RSVP required. Call the Kollel  


