
Regarding Bees need sanctuaries too! from BIOS, Volume 32, No.2 - I welcome the attention Saikat 

Kumar Basu is bringing to the protection of native bees and “the diversity and integrity of natural 

ecosystems”. I have worked as a botanist for 15 years conserving Alberta's native plants, and helping to 

contain non-native plants. I was surprised that 37 of the 60 suggested plants are not native to Alberta, and 

some of them are invasive in native habitats (e.g., sweet clover, red clover, foxglove). 

Basu says, "it is important to develop special seed mixes ... including a number of commercially available 

pollinator-friendly wildflower species as well as native grasses and/or wildflower mixtures".  However, 

Native Pollinators and Agriculture in Canada recommends planting "species endemic to your area, as 

native bees have been adapted to visit these" (AAFC, 2014). Along with a few mentions of native bees, 

Basu mentions farmed honey bees without clear context. As I understand it, none of Alberta's ~ 300 

native bee species (ABMI, 2015) produce honey (AAFC, 2014).  

 

Perhaps the article is meant to protect non-native honey bees too, and that is why non-native plants are 

listed? Basu recommends that specially designed mixes can be planted everywhere including swamps, 

marshes, meadows, ditches and city parks, however, the AB Revegetation Guidelines (AAFRD, 2001) 

recommend not seeding wetlands at all, especially not non-native species. Also many counties, and 

municipalities prescribe seed mixes for ditches/urban areas and more and more of them avoid non-native 

species, so care needs to be taken suggesting that citizens plant “wildflower mixes” in all these areas; 

many available mixes contain Noxious weeds listed on the AB Weed Control Act. For many of the 

suggested plants, AB has native species that are similar and do attract native bees, e.g., wild mint (Mentha 

arvensis; high nectar and pollen levels, AAFC, 2014) instead of catnip (Nepeta cataria; exotic throughout 

North America); brown-eyed susan (Gaillardia aristata) or yellow coneflower (Ratibida columnifera) 

instead of black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta), slender blue beardtongue (Penstemon procerus, or 10 

other native Penstemons) instead of P. hirsutus or P. pinifolius.  

 

There are numerous nurseries/seed companies that sell AB native plants and seeds; see the Native Plant 

Source list (ANPC, 2016). The source of the included list (Performance Seeds) is from Minnesota. Some 

of the listed non-native plants may not be invasive, and may be safe to plant in private gardens, but it 

would be appropriate in BIOS to distinguish native plants from non-native ones.  
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About the Author: In the foregoing commentary, Mari Decker, P. Biol., has written in response to an 

article published in ASPB’s BIOS Quarterly, Volume 32, No.2. Ms Decker is a Senior Vegetation 

Ecologist at CH2M Hill. 
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