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Hewnriette Delille s the first united States native-born African American
whose cause for canonization has beew officially opened by the Catholic
Church.

Hewriette Delille, born in New Orleans, Loulsiana in 1812, was a real-life
persow Like You and me. She lived all of her Life in New Orleans and had
fanmily and friends.

Hewrlette was very devout and Loved qod very much. Becaunse of her Love
for Jesus and for the sake of the Gospel, she was determined to help those tn
need.

Hewrlette, as she made her wa Yy through Life, bovre MANY CrOSSES, ENCOUN-
teved obstacles, ano suffered personal illness.

BY her example she taught us that perseverance and sanctity can be at-
tained by following the path of Jesus. it was in this manner that she
dealt with her major obstacles andl troubles to achieve her goals.

Sowe of the troubles Henriette Delille faced were the resistance of the rul-

lng population to the idea of a black religious congregation; the lack of
finances to more fully serve those in need; the taunts and disbelief of peo-
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ple tn her mission; the lack of support from both the Church and civil aw-
thority and poor health.

However, Henriette practiced heroic virtue. She had faith, Lived in hope and
love, was compassionate, forgiving, and merciful. She believed in justice
and was not afraid to do what was right in the eyes of God.

God blessed her efforts and in 1242, she founded the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Holy Family.

Hewnrtette died November 17, 1862. Her funeral was held at St. Augus-
tine Chureh.

Her obituary states, “. . . Miss Hewriette Delille had for long years conse-
crated herself totally to Goo without reservation to the instruction of the
Lgnorant and principally to the slave . . . .”

“...worn out by work, she died at the age of 50 years . . . . The crowd gath-
ered for her funeral testified by its sorvow how keenly felt was the loss of
her who for the love of Jesus Christ had wmade herself the humble servant of
slaves.”

(Taken from the Sisters of the Holy FamiLg website)
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