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WARE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Of Saints and Angels
November is a busy month and the harbinger of an even busier month – December.
For many, Thanksgiving defines November. This national time of Thanksgiving
emerged from the turbulence of the mid 19th century. The Episcopal Church has declared that Thanksgiving Day is more than a national observation; Thanksgiving Day
is also a Major Feast of the Church -- a feast wherein we acknowledge that we are
God’s and that all that we are and all that we have is from God and the responsibilities associated with this truth. Yet, November offers much more especially when we
look at the beginning and the ending of the month – saints and angels.
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Welcome to Ware!
Worship Times
Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum
(September-May)

10:10 a.m. Children’s Chapel
(September—May)
10:25 a.m. Sunday School
(September—May)
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Get in Touch with Ware
P.O. Box 616
7825 John Clayton Memorial Highway
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
www.warechurch.org
804-693-3821

Staff
Rector: The Rev. T. Grant Ambrose
rector@warechurch.org
Parish Administrator: Kristin Brooks
office@warechurch.org
Minister of Music: Michael Monaco
music@warechurch.org
Christian Education: Beth Richardson

November begins with the great feast of All Saints’ Day. During previous eras of
church history, the period from October 31, All Hallows’ Eve, to November 2, All
Souls’ Day, was a period of great solemnity and celebration in the church. Throughout the Church Year we focus on the life of Jesus Christ and his teachings. We commemorate his birth at Christmas, the great price he paid for the sins of the world at
Holy Week, and we rejoice with heart and voice at Easter – the Day of Resurrection.
The Feasts of All Saints and All Souls help us apply the Good News of Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection directly to our own lives. On All Hallows’ Eve, we recognize
our mortality. On All Saints’ and All Souls’ we are reminded that even in death,
there is life through Jesus Christ, and we direct our attention to how those who have
gone before and lived their lives in faithful service to the message of the Good News
of Christ Jesus. And, in our remembrance of those gone before, we evaluate the way
in which we live our own lives in service and glory to God.
By the time we reach the end of November, Advent is almost, if not already, a reality.
Of the many topics that mark Advent, the messages of angels rank near the top. Advent calls us to prepare for the Coming of Christ. We do this by remembering
Christ’s first coming, his Nativity, and, also, in preparing to welcome Christ at his
second coming – when he comes again in power and great glory. During Advent, we
are reminded of the message of the angels to Mary and Zechariah and Joseph -- messages that challenged them and invited into a closer relationship with God, if they
were only willing to pursue that relationship. We reflect on how goes is uniquely calling each one of us to serve in ways we cannot yet imagine.
Eternal Life. Thanksgiving. Answering the call of God. November is more than a busy
month; November is a life changing month through the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Faithfully,

RECTOR’S NOTES
T. Grant Ambrose
“And I mean to b one too” . . . A Confirmed Member of Ware Episcopal Church
Yes, it really is that time again . . . to begin preparing for Confirmation. Bishop Susan Goff will
be joining us on Easter Sunday 2018 (April 1) for our Episcopal Visit, and that means it’s time to
start thinking about confirmation, reaffirmation, or reception. Each of these are ways in which
one may become a “confirmed adult communicant (member)” of Ware Church and the Episcopal
Church. But first, a little bit about “rites of initiation” and “membership” in general.

An “initiation” is basically an act by which we become a member of a larger group. When we add
the word “rite” we shift our thinking to actions whereby we become a member of a faith community.
The first Rite of Initiation in the Christian Church is Baptism. When one is baptized, one makes
an eternal covenant with God in the presence of fellow Christians to seek to live a Christian life.
The one being baptized receives the promise of those gathered to support them in living out the
Christian Life. The individual is then immersed in water, or water is poured over the individual, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the person is now a
member of the Body of Christ – the universal and eternal Church.

Another Rite of Initiation is Confirmation / Reaffirmation. The Church places a great deal of importance on an Adult Profession of Faith. This is the reason for confirmation. If you were baptized as an infant or very young child, you were not able to speak for yourself and the Baptismal
Covenant was made on your behalf. Once you reach “adulthood”, your confirm that Baptismal
Covenant yourself, speaking for yourself. There is no right age for this to happen. The decision
to have a child confirmed is made by the parents in consultation with the priest. Usually, children are ready to be confirmed starting around age 10 or 11, while some families prefer to confirm when the child becomes a teen. But again, there is not “right age”. Confirmation does not
apply to just children. Anyone who was baptized as an infant and has not Confirmed their Baptismal Covenant, would pursue confirmation. Confirmation recognizes a person as an
adult member of the Body of Christ AND a member of the Episcopal Church as represented by the local congregation. Confirmation is only done by a bishop of the Church thus
connecting us with the ancient faith through Apostolic Succession.
When someone who was baptized as an adult, meaning they have already made their adult profession of faith, then when the bishop comes, REAFFIRMATION is administered. This is the
same as confirmation only recognizing that the person has already made an adult profession of faith and is reaffirming that in the presence of the bishop. People also reaffirm their baptismal covenant after significant life changes: marriage, birth of a child, retirement, etc.
CONTINUED>>>
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An additional Rite of Initiation is reception. “All Christians of other denominations who have
been baptized with water and in the name of the Trinity, who have as adults made a prior affirmation of their baptismal vows and who wish to be received "into the fellowship of this Communion," shall be presented to the Bishop for reception (from the Guidelines of the Diocese of
Virginia). Reception is the rite wherein we recognize our brothers and sisters from other denominations who wish to become members of the Episcopal Church and a local congregation.

*A note about Letters of Transfer. If you come to Ware Church from another Episcopal Congregation and desire to be recognized as a “confirmed adult communicant” you need to transfer
your letter of membership from your previous congregation. There is nothing that has to be
done by the bishop. The local priest will contact your previous church and request a letter
transferring your membership from that previous church to Ware Church. Unless this is done,
you remain, officially, a member of the previous church.

Fww. That’s a lot! Easiest way to figure all this ask, contact Fr. Grant to speak about your particular situation and desire.

Where do we go from here?
First, prayerfully consider if the time for confirmation or reaffirmation or reception has arrived.
Especially consider reaffirmation if you have had a significant event occur in your life or just
need to reconnect with the church.
Second, contact the church office to begin the process.
Third, spread the word. Let others know about these opportunities and do your part to encourage the growth of the Kingdom of God.

Again, at any point along the way, please contact Fr. Grant with questions.

Please let the church office know if you or someone you know is interested in a rite of initiation
by November 19. Classes will begin in December (schedule and more information to follow).

Parish News

Fall Stewardship campaign Our recent "Gathering at the Well" sessions opened the door to engaging
conversations about the future of our parish and God's plan for us as individuals, as well as Ware as a Church. During our stewardship campaign, we will
step back from the group discussions, to
reflect individually on what exactly God
is calling each of us to be at Ware. With
"all hearts open," we hope that you are
able to share a more intimate conversation with your family and with God about
how to make the best use of your resources (time, talent, and
treasure) to
fulfill God's plan for our church.

Ware Church’s Young Adult Community Reaches Out to Local Doctors
October 18 is the Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist. St. Luke is the patron saint of doctors and
surgeons. This year, as a way of saying “Thank You” to area doctors and surgeons, the Young
Adult Community put together gits bags complete with pens shaped like bones and vitamins,
dark chocolate, a thank you card and, of course, a roll of LifeSavers! These tokens of thanks
were given to the members of the surgical department at Walter Reed Hospital and the health
providers at Courthouse Family Medicine. The Young Adult Community expects this to be an
annual event and looks to “adopt” a new set of healthcare providers each year.

SPIRITUAL WEEKEND RETREAT
December 2017
“We Laud and Magnify God’s Glorious Name”
This is the retreat weekend at Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond ,VA, a retreat center of the
Diocese of Virginia. There is an optional overnight component for those who wish to have an
extended retreat prior to the start of Advent. A precise date will be shared closer to the weekend.

Synopsis: In Advent, we contemplate what it will mean
to receive God as a child and as a human as well as contemplate the glorious return of Christ. Today, we think
about our Advent preparations to once again hear the
Angels sing and see the child wrapped in swaddling
clothes.

Parish News

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
On Sunday, October 29th the Sunday School students made a love chain to correlate with
the day's scripture, Scripture:
Matthew 22:34-46. "Jesus tells us that the two greatest rules or commandments that we can
keep are to love God with our heart, soul and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves."
This year, GUEST celebrates the 5th season of providing emergency winter shelter in
Gloucester. GUEST could not do it without YOU...our amazing volunteers and friends!
The GUEST Shelter will be opening its doors on Monday, December 4, 2017 at 7 am at the
Day Shelter and will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week through Monday, March 26,
2018. We look forward to a sheltering season of new friendships and helping our new
friends with their needs.

Volunteer Training Dates
Volunteer training will be offered before the shelter season begins. New volunteers must
attend a training session before volunteering.

Sunday, November 5, 4pm - Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church (formerly known as First
Presbyterian Church)
Sunday, November 19, 4 pm - Bethany United Methodist Church
Sunday, December 3, 4 pm - Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

If you have additional questions regarding G.U.E.S.T., please
Contact Carole White at caw1001@aol.com.

BETH RICHARDSON

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Christian Education classes (K--‐12) are held during the 10:30 am service. The church provides Children’s
Bibles, but it is encouraged for students to bring their own from home. An Adult Forum/Bible is held at 9:30
am on the second floor of the Parish Hall. Refreshments are served.
Happening This Month
November 5 All Saints Day--‐Who are the saints in your faith community? What makes someone a saint?
Children are asked to dress as their favorite saint for church. Will you be Margaret of Scotland, Joan of Arc,

Martin of Tours? These are a few of saints we will study in during class. We will have a contest for the best
costume during Sunday School. Students will decorate their crowns & shields in class.
November 12 Matthew 25:1-13 What could it be telling us today? I wonder what we can do to prepare for
God? Today, we celebrate the Harvest with Farm ‐to- Table during Coffee Hour.
November 19 Each child will be given different colored leaves. On each leaf, they will draw or write one thing
that God has given them. The leaves will be placed on our tree to decorate and remind us of the gifts we
have received.
November 26 Streamers of Thanks! Last Sunday after Pentecost. The students will begiven streamers of rib-

bon to write things they want to give thanks for in their lives. When they are done, have them roll it up around
a popsicle stick to take home for their rooms.
A Look Ahead to December
December 3 Advent Sunday & Breakfast– collect greens from your gardens to make an Advent Wreath.
Please bring enough to share. The church supplies the oasis & candles. Remember the local nursing homes
and those who are infirm will receive and advent wreath.

Christmas wreaths for sale- Please support our annual fundraiser for our youth and purchase a wreath. The
wreaths are fresh and handmade at Farmer’s Daughter in Gloucester.

December 10 Help us decorate the Christmas Tree for our Farm‐to-Table scheduled during coffee hour.
December 17 Missionary Project – Come prepared to make cookies for our “Barbara’s Cookies.” Named in
memory of the late Barbara Roane, who always shared a smile and her support of the children at Ware. Each
bag filled with cookies and love are adorned with a Angel drawing by Barbara.
SPOTLIGHT: We are so proud of the youth of our church and would like to celebrate the following accomplishments: Rhiannon and Rauri Kilduff’s figure skating performance with the Hampton Roads Ice Plex; Jillian
Lawrence has been accepted to the University of Mary Washington and is a member of the amazing Dukes
Field Hockey team, who at Grapevine deadline had advanced to Regionals; Carolina Masiak cheering on our
Gloucester Dukes football team for their best season!
Blessings,
Elizabeth (Beth) Richardson,
Director of Christian Education

CHOIR & MUSIC
Charles Humphries

Sanctuary Choir and Recruiting: You have probably heard the Sanctuary choir on Sunday’s and I am sure you will agree that they are sounding wonderful. Our journey has
begun and we would love for you to join us. Did you sing in High school? Have your

previously sung but had a family and never got round to trying again? Would you like
to have fun? Do you like a challenge? If you answered yes to any of these questions,
then come and visit Charles. No audition is needed, but a good idea of pitch and
rhythm would be advantageous. Rehearsals take place on Wednesday evenings from
7 to 9pm. ALSO, We need MEN!!!

Exciting news! There will be several concert opportunities are happening this month

at Ware and further afield but both involving Charles. On Thursday, November 2nd,
at 6:30pm, Ware Church will be hold “All Souls’ Requiem Eucharist” with the Treble
Choir. Then, on Monday, November 20th, Charles is singing with a professional baroque orchestra at the “Virginia Weslyan college” in their arts series. This will be a
programme of Handel’s music with excerpts taken from 4 of his biblical oratorios. He
will be joined by Soprano Emily Noel, one of the leading early music sopranos on the
East coast. For further information, please see Charles or email him at mu-

sic@warechurch.org. Finally, on Sunday November 26th, Ware Church will be celebrating Music Ministry Sunday for the 10:30 service. Followed by Charles giving a
short afternoon recital at 4pm, in both voice and organ, to celebrate his appointment
at Ware. A programme of early English music as well as some opera arias. This should
be well worth getting the date in the diary early and come and sample what we have
at Ware. More information can be offered either from Charles or from the Church
Office.

ST. TABITHA’S GUILD
Martha Ambrose

–

-

-

-

-

Join Peg Moncure on November 5th,
12th, and 19th during coffee hours
to discuss Wonder by R.J. Palacio.
Then join the group for an outing to
see the film after the last meeting.
All who participate will be given a
free movie ticket on the 19th.

YAC
YAC’s Engaging the Faith: At Home
and Abroad will continue with a book
study on Songs My Grandma Sang
by Michael Curry. We will meet on
Sunday, December 3rd at 4pm.
Please join us!

CHILI COOK-OFF
The Stewardship campaign Chili
Cook-Off will be on Sunday,
November 12th after the 10:30 am
service. Mark your calendars!

The Book Club will meet on November
13th at 11am. We will be discussing
the book, Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker
by Chiaverini. Please join us!

The Vestry will on Monday,
November 20th at 6pm in the
Library.

Please join us for the following
services:
·Wednesday, November 1st at
noon for All Saints Day at Kingston
Parish
·Thursday, November 2nd at 6:30
pm in the Church for A Requiem
Eucharist
·Thursday, November 30th at 6:30
pm in the Church for St. Andrew

-

Sun

Mon

Tue

—

Wed

Thu

Fri

November 2017
Sat

-

1 - David Teagle

16 - Jane Nichols

1 - Oliver Ulsaker

7 - James Dykeman

16- Louise Gianakos

1 - Grayson Wilt

8- Sydney Barbee

17 - Muriel Shackelford

1 - Hayden Zima

13 - Wayne Jackson

18 - Catesby A.P. Jones

2 - Mary Hyde Berg

13 - Mary Ann Kiku

23 - Connie Kittler

3- Paul Andersen

13- Susan Jenkins

24 - Lee Kerns-Anderson

4 - Deborah Wiggins

14 - Tabytha Clayton

29 - Melissa Shepard

5 - Gilbert Birdsall

15 - Sandy Geiger

29 - Wes Jones

15 - Bobbie Ray
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Bishops, Clergy, and Vestry
The Right Reverend Shannon S. Johnston, Bishop of Virginia
The Right Reverend Susan E. Goff, Bishop Suffragan of Virginia
The Right Reverend Edward “Ted”
Joseph S. Brown, III;
Woodrow W. James,
Gulick, Bishop Assisting
Jr.;
Carole
A.
White;
Diana Joyce;
The Reverend T. Grant Ambrose,
Helen Brown;
J ohn Galloway;
Rector
Edward
H.
James
D.P. (Pat) Roane, Jr., Senior Warden
Richard D. Zima, Junior Warden
George Bains, Treasurer

