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Archbishop Savio Tai-Fai Hon, Archbishop Salvatore J.
Cordileone, and Father Peter Zhai outside the archbishop’s
office Oct. 7. Right, many of the 150 Chinese Catholics and
others who gathered at Vallombrosa Retreat Center for
the North America Chinese Catholic Apostolate conference
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Evangelization focus of North American Chinese Catholic conference

VALERIE SCHMALZ
CATHOLIC SAN FRANCISCO

“The mission continues” to evan-
gelize the world for Jesus Christ said
one of Pope Francis’ top Vatican
officials for evangelization during his
visit to the San Francisco Bay Area
to speak to North American Chinese
Catholics on the topics of mercy and
evangelization.

“It goes back to Jesus’ command
after his resurrection: Go and preach
the Gospel. It’s fundamental,” said
Archbishop Savio Tai-Fai Hon,
secretary of the Congregation for
the Evangelization of Peoples since
2010. He is also currently serving
as apostolic administrator in the

Diocese of Guam because of issues in
the diocese.

“That becomes part of the nature of
the church,” he said, citing the Vati-
can IT document published 51 years
ago, “Ad Gentes: On the Missionary
Activity of the Church.”

“The church needs to renew itself,”
Archbishop Hon said, a Salesian of
Don Bosco who was born and lived
much of his ministry as a priest in
Hong Kong, citing Pope Francis’
philosophy, adding: “To leave the
comfort zone is part of the mission of
the Christian life.”

Archbishop Hon spoke on the
topics of mercy and evangelization
and on the topic of mission at the
North American Chinese Catholic

GABRIEL FAURE'S REQUIEM

A Mass to be celebrated for all the faithful departed

with choir and orchestra

Sunday, November 6, 2016
5P.M.

ST. IGNATIUS CHURCH

650 Parker Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94118

To memorialize loved ones in this Mass or to
make a donation, please contact Sr. Theresa
Moser at (415) 422-6520 or moser@usfca.edu

Apostolate conference held Oct. 7-9 at
Vallombrosa Retreat Center in Menlo
Park. The conference drew more than
150 Chinese Catholics from as far as
Canada and even New Zealand, said
Father Peter Zhai, director of Chinese
ministry for the Archdiocese of San
Francisco. The archdiocese and the
dioceses of Oakland and San Jose co-
sponsored the conference.

Evangelization is a global phenom-
enon, with missionaries going forth
today from Asian countries including
Vietnam, Korea and India to serve
their own immigrant communities in
other countries such as the U.S., but
also for instance, Korean missionar-
ies are working in Africa, Archbishop
Hon said.

In the archdiocese, the role of
Father Zhai, a Divine Word Mis-
sionary born in China, is important
to accompany Chinese here, Arch-
bishop Hon said. “We need Chinese-
speaking priests here. While they
are facing all the challenges here, if
someone can accompany them with
certain Christian messages, that
is already good evangelization. At
the end of the day we are not sim-
ply raising family ... after this life,
we are aiming for something more.
Inside our desire, we do have this
tendency for beyond this life.”

For more information on the Chinese
Catholic ministry in the archdiocese,
zhaip@sfarch.org

LOOKING EAST

First-Saturday “Looking East”
Lecture on Eastern Catholicism
Topic: “The Legacy of St. Gregory

Palamas: Byzantine Mystic

and Theologian”
November 5,2016, 1 p.m.

Our Lady of Fatima
Russian Byzantine
Catholic Church

5920 Geary Boulevard/23rd Avenue

San Francisco, 94121

(415) 752-2052 | www.ByzantineCatholic.org

Join Father Kevin Kennedy, our parish, and guests for

a catechetical lecture on Eastern Catholicism on the
First Saturday of each month at 1 p.m. And be sure to
come early to experience the Russian Byzantine Divine
Liturgy first-hand at 10 a.m., followed by our fellowship
luncheon. We have free parking in the St. Monica’s
parking lot. Everyone is welcome!

All are welcome throughout the day .
Parking is available in the St. Monica’s Parking Lot

For more information, visit www. ByzantineCatholic.org
Call 415-752-2052 or email: OLFatimaSF@gmail.com
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Catholic Church
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