
 

O God, You know us better than we know ourselves. Guide us throughout our time of transition. 

Empower each one of us to use our unique gifts to create a beautiful life, to share openly and 

honestly our thoughts, to respect the opinions of others, and to encourage humility, patience 

and joy. Instill in us a vision of the life you intended for us to lead. Guided by your Holy Spirit, we 

will be united in love and joyfully accomplish this mission, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/galleries/7-prayers-for-those-in-

transition.aspx?p=6#duZMdRSHkDJfJFu6.99 

 

Sisters and Brothers of San Joaquin, 

 

With the season of Advent on the horizon, I am thinking of transition.  I’m thinking of what it means to live 

in a time of anticipation.  As my spiritual director is so keen to remind me, nothing is permanent.  As much 

as I wrestle with that notion, I also embrace it.  It gives me a sense of hope when things are difficult or 

challenging because it means those difficulties and challenges won’t last forever.  But it can also make me 

nervous or anxious because when things are good, I want them to stay that way forever.  Perhaps you can 

relate to these feelings. 

I started the year sharing with you all that as a diocese, we would be experiencing several clergy transitions.  

Clergy transitions are one of the most wonderful and challenging transitions for a congregation.  It’s an 

opportunity for us to reflect on the things that we are proud of (our mission, our relationships, the ways 

we’ve grown), to dream big about how God is calling us to engage the world, to name the things that we 

are grieving (loss of friends, unmet expectations, unrealized goals), and then to think about what kind of 

clergy can walk with us into the next phase of our life.  Having done this work with several congregations 

now, I am so excited about what the future holds for our diocese, and I have been honored to participate in 

these conversations. 

 

On December 1, we will welcome The Rev. Ryan Newman and his family to St James Cathedral.  This will 

be a historic event for our diocese because he will be the first dean of the cathedral since it’s return in 

October 2016.   

In early January, we will welcome The Rev. Luis Rodriguez back to the diocese and St Paul’s Bakersfield.  

Luis is very excited to be returning to the diocese and to walk with the people of St Paul’s.  

I am currently working with St John’s and St Anne’s in Stockton on what shared ministry might look like.  

We are exploring what it might look like to share a clergy person between the two congregations, what 

ministry projects we can do better together than separately, and how we can be a strong Episcopal 

presence in the city of Stockton. 

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/galleries/7-prayers-for-those-in-transition.aspx?p=6#duZMdRSHkDJfJFu6.99
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/galleries/7-prayers-for-those-in-transition.aspx?p=6#duZMdRSHkDJfJFu6.99


Similarly, Church of the Saviour in Hanford is exploring shared ministry with the local Lutherans (ELCA).  

Again, this would be sharing a clergy person between the two congregations, exploring what ministry 

projects we can share, and how we can best minister to the community of Hanford. 

 

The passionate and committed Episcopalians in Ridgecrest and Taft are continuing to do their feeding 

ministries and the bishop and I are having conversations with both bi-vocational and retired clergy who may 

feel called to serve these unique communities.   

And here’s what I find so amazing about these transitions…despite the natural anxiety that exists, these 

folks are remaining faithful and continuing to look forward in their ministry.  Change has not paralyzed them; 

rather the way they have worked with and through these changes serve as a testimony to their 

steadfastness to the Jesus Movement.   

Not only did I want to give an update and reflection on the transitions happening in our diocese, but I also 

wanted to bring to your attention the fact that there are other significant and inspiring changes happening 

in the larger church as well.  For years, female clergy have bemoaned the fact that female bishops in the 

House of Bishops have been a significant minority.  Until recently, female bishops have numbered 12 out 

of the almost 300 bishops in the House.  It has mobilized us to advocate for more women to be nominated 

for bishop search processes, for women to be proactive in seeking mentors to prepare them for the 

episcopacy, and to stand for election to leadership positions within their diocese.   

This summer, with the Listening Liturgy (also known as the #MeToo liturgy) at General Convention, we 

heard stories of women (and men) who have been abused by and discriminated against in the church.  We 

heard women being told that they were incompetent to hold positions of leadership based on their gender.  

As a result of these years of efforts and the stories shared in this liturgy, more women have been standing 

up and stepping up, calling for equal representation in the House and in the leadership of our church.   

The Diocese of Kansas was the first…an all female slate for the bishop election.  They won’t be the last.  

There will be others.  Every slate that I’ve seen since Kansas has had at least 2 women on it.  People are 

listening, watching and discerning how God is calling ALL members of the Body of Christ to ministry. These 

are exciting times indeed. 

But what do we know about change and transition?  We know that while there is indeed excitement and 

hope, for some, these changes will challenge them.  Even if they support women in ministry, having a 

woman in a mitre might still be too hard to imagine.  So friends, I invite you to pray.  I invite you to pray for 

these women who are brave enough to say “Yes” to God’s call.  I invite you to pray for those who are 

struggling with these changes.  I invite you to pray for the dioceses that are discerning their next bishop. 

And I ask you to pray for our diocese.  For the clergy who are en route to their new calls, for the clergy who 

are discerning their call to join us, and for the faithful Episcopalians who are experiencing transition of clergy 

leadership.   

May the coming of the season of Advent guide us into a place of hopeful anticipation and joy for the changes 

ahead. 

Amen. 


