
Volunteer of the Month Mary deManbey 
 
It was a combination of timing and opportunity 
that opened the door for Mary deManbey to 
begin as a volunteer at West Middle School. She 
had recently retired from her job at CBIA where 
she had worked with high school students from 
around the region. She is a member of Asylum 
Hill Congregational Church where she sings in 
the choir, and for a long time she has had a 
desire to work with younger children. So when 
she heard about the Volunteer Resource Center 
that was recently established at WMS, she 
started the process. 
“So I met with Nicole Rodriguez, the Volunteer 
Coordinator there” Mary said, “the way they do 
it is teachers let her know where there’s a need 
for volunteers.” 
 It turns out Ann Sullivan, a second grade 
teacher and the daughter of Kathleen Sullivan 
who works at AHCC, was looking for a volunteer to help her students with their writing 
skills.  
“I’d also done a lot of writing in my previous career so I thought this would be a perfect 
match” Mary said. “I’m not the kind of person who can just sit back, I have to feel like I’m 
contributing in some way, it makes me feel more alive.” 
So Mary began at first twice a week and later three times a week working with her students 
encouraging them to write their stories.  
 In the end, every student had written a story that was included in the “published” 
anthology. And every student got a copy. And if you go to http://tinyurl.com/ybakapg3 
 you can have a copy too. 
When asked if she’ll be coming back next year, Mary said “Absolutely! But I’ll have the 
older kids next year, the sixth graders” 
In the end, reflecting on the experience Mary said “these kids gave so much to me, I 
learned so much from them… so much about their culture, where they came from… and 
the hugs, what a wonderful way to start your day, with hugs!” 
For more info on the Volunteer Resource Center at WMS go to 
http://tinyurl.com/y76bnz7n   
To find your place there, contact Nicole Rodriguez, Director of the Volunteer Resource 
Center at (860) 695-5562 or nrodriguez@bgchartford.org  
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