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We are asking Congress to ensure adequate funding for programs funded through annual 
appropriations, by continuing the bipartisan practice of providing relief from 
sequestration budget cuts and opposing any new efforts to cut these programs more 
deeply. These "nondefense discretionary" (NDD) programs serve many vital national 
needs but have been subject to repeated cuts over the past six years, including through 
the appropriations caps and sequestration process established by the 2011 Budget Control 
Act. Full sequestration returns in fiscal year (FY) 2018, when the two-year relief provided 
by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 expires. Congress should avoid making further 
reductions in these programs and work to replace the scheduled sequestration cuts 
through a package that is balanced—both in how such relief is paid for and how it is 
applied to defense and NDD programs.  
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