
Jim and Carol Doebler 

 

Both Jim and Carol are fortunate to be from the beautiful Niagara Falls area near the 

southern shores of Lake Ontario in northern New York State. However, they didn't meet 

until high school. And while they have been together a long time, I'll tell you how close 

they really are a little later!  

 

Jim graduated from the University of Rochester as an engineer in June 1960 and was 

commissioned via the Navy ROTC program. They were married a week later, and then it 

began - twenty-five moves and never more than five years in one place, until they settled in 

Ford’s Colony in 2002. The Navy Civil Engineer Corps took him to Port Hueneme, 

Brunswick, Great Lakes, Madrid, London, Vietnam, Postgraduate school at R.P.I., the 

Pentagon (3 times), Naval War College, Norfolk, San Diego, Guam, Charleston, and 

Hawaii, ending in retirement in Norfolk in December 1992. Then Jim worked for Parsons 

Brinckerhoff and was Chairman of PB’s Construction Services Company, moving from 

Herndon to Boston, where from 1994 to 1999 he served as the Downtown Construction 

Manager for the Central Artery/Tunnel Project (aka “The Big Dig”).  

 

Later, after a short assignment in London, he found out that he needed a new kidney within 

one year. Carol volunteered to be his donor and, miraculously, she was compatible! The 

transplant took place in September 2000. Both have been doing fine since then. A year later, 

his brother needed a kidney and his wife was compatible as well. There must be something 

special in the water around Niagara Falls!  

 

The Doebler’s have two daughters in North Carolina and Northern Virginia and five 

granddaughters. Jim enjoys Civil War history and playing golf. Carol is fond of needle-

pointing and interior decorating; and they both love to travel. They happily join up with 

family members for vacations whenever schedules can be arranged. Jim also has had 

temporary consulting jobs in London and in Johannesburg, South Africa for 3 months each 

in 2007-2009. Carol was able to join him and go on a delightful safari and a driving tour 

around South Africa in May 2007. The owners of the boutique hotel where Jim stayed each 

year will visit them here at Patriots Colony later this year.  

 

While the Doebler’s have one more move to the second floor from the first, they plan to 

continue traveling and enjoying the rest of the world. Bon voyage!  
 

– Julie Hathaway – 


