
Kathryn Kenny:  Graduate and Peer Instructor 

 

Kathryn Kenny’s loss of hearing did not prevent her from being on the dean’s list and obtaining 

her associate degree in human services, and becoming a peer instructor. 

After obtaining her high school diploma at age 17, she realized later in life, when she turned 45 

years old, that she needed to refresh her skills in reading and math in order to get a college 

degree. She came to Center for Literacy (CFL) for help. For a year and a half assistance was 

provided to her by instructors Maribel Ojeda, Mary Wilson and Vann Delaine, and by learning 

coach Cortney Bruno.  

“Kathryn recognized her disability and always sat close to me in class so she could hear better. 

She was proactive. She always had a goal.  Her assignments were always done and she asked 

for more.  She never gave up,” said Vann. “I’m so proud of her. It was a big deal for her to enroll 

in Kaplan University, taking online college courses, and a bigger deal for her to graduate with 

her associate degree.” 

Kathryn graduated from Kaplan on July 26, 2016. Her favorite subject at Kaplan was how to 

understand human behavior. She also listened to TED Talks to increase her knowledge. 

She is a volunteer peer instructor, with a certificate from the City of Philadelphia’s Department of 

Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility Services, to conduct group sessions. She now 

facilitates sessions with adults recovering from drugs and alcohol through Pennsylvania 

Recovery Organization - Achieving Community Together (PRO-ACT). “I lead groups from eight 

to 20 people, and also help them get their GED. Vann taught me math and I used his 

techniques to help one of my clients learn math. On December 20 I will receive a certificate from 

the Philadelphia Peer Leadership Academy, which will help me with peer mentoring.” 

She added: “I take on challenges. I believe in learning. Even when I’m facilitating a group, I’m 

always learning.” 

 

 

 


