
Charlestown Peace Park Initiative 

 
 “Well-maintained and high-quality parks are an essential element of any progressive 
city. Parks not only attract residents and increase economic activity, but they also 
serve to enhance the quality of life for the surrounding community. An attractive park 
can act as a catalyst for economic renewal and as a means for changing social 
perception and behaviors. Currently the Mt. Vernon Street Plaza Park leaves much to 
be desired decreasing value and residential attention. At present, the neighborhood 
park lacks adequate leisurely space and aesthetic appeal. Due to the small scale of Mt. 
Vernon Street Plaza, we hope to develop creative solutions to allow the park to 
accommodate both needs. We will address the overall visual component of the park to 
create a sacred space for residents where they can reflect upon loved ones lost due to 
community violence and substance use as well as other tragedies. 

In short, our mission is to lead a coordinated strategy of economic development and 
civic design to strengthen the community in Charlestown. Our plan is to develop the 
Mt. Vernon Street Plaza into a Peace Park” which honors those who have been affected 
by community violence and substance use and loss in general. Our hope is to create an 
attractive urban environment that promotes unity and will bring residents of all 
backgrounds and ages to come together with the same intention. Use of the park will 
grow as we use our social media to promote events being held in the park helping to 
create community bonds. 

Most of the parks in Charlestown are for recreational activities, and do not necessarily 

generate the tranquil setting we wish to achieve at Mt. Street Vernon Plaza. This 

missing feature is highly desired by the Charlestown residents as there are currently 

no parks serving this necessity for peace and remembrance. Dog parks have recently 

become a popular attraction in our town, but they bring with them noise and at times, 

chaos. By cleaning, restoring and revitalizing what’s already in place and adding to 

Mt. Vernon Plaza’s appeal with beautiful landscaping and flowers, memory rocks, 

small solar-powered features, we will attain a location dedicated to peace and hope. 

Not only will this increase visibility into the park, but also presents the opportunity to 

install a colorful and artistic element in the urban landscape. Moreover, greater 

visibility into the park has the potential to positively influence the behavior of its users 

which will positively impact the community at large. Reshaping Mt. Vernon Plaza will 

be the basic dynamic of this project. Our solution to revitalize this park will not only 

bring more awareness surrounding community violence, substance use, and grief, but 

it will also encourage residents of all ages and local businesses to team up and create 

an atmosphere where all are welcomed. Therefore, the final design proposal is 

centered on enhancing public awareness and making the park more welcoming, 

useful, and connected to the neighborhood”. 

 

        -Charlestown Coalition 


