
Team Up, Take Action:  
Partnering for Health Equity
Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Using Data Effectively to Advance Health Equity
 
Presenters:  Kimberly Philips, PhD, UNH Institute on Disability; Sara Rainer, UNH Institue on 
Disability;  Trinidad Tellez, M.D., Director, NH Office of Health Equity, NH DHHS; and Amy 
Parece-Grogan, M.Ed., Cultural and Linguistic Competence Coordinator, NH Office of 
Health Equity, NH DHHS
  
Data capacity is vital to equity promoting efforts for historically disenfranchised pop-
ulations.  Individuals with disabilities, and racial, ethnic, language, gender and sexual 
minorities are often overlooked because institutions lack capacity to disaggregate 
quality data and identify disparities in access, use and outcomes.  Staff from the NH 
Disability and Public Health Project and the NH Office of Health Equity will share  
common barriers, best practices, current strategies, and examples of data use to 
promote health equity including mining new data sources to improve understanding 
of subpopulations, developing partnerships to collect program-specific data, and 
discussion of issues around dissemination of data results.

Using Data for Improvement  

Presenters:  Mary Evanofski, OT, MPH and Sally Kraft, MD, MPH 

In this workshop, participants will learn how to collect and analyze data to inform local  
improvement projects and implementation of interventions.   Participants will consider the 
strengths and limitations of data that is used to inform improvement work and will apply  
that knowledge to create a data collection plan. Participants will explore the association 
between variation and equity and how variation can signal opportunities for improvement.

Conversation for Health Equity 

Presenters: Greg Crowley, PhD, Director of Community Partnerships, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center and Alice Ely, MPH, Executive Director, Public Health Council of the Upper Valley 
 
In this workshop attendees will be presented a tool for convening and facilitating a conversation 
with members of your community on how to collaborate to achieve health equity. This tool is  
inspired by the Health Equity Lab of Reos Partners, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
The Lab seeks to give momentum to a nationwide movement to create the conditions in which 
everyone has equal opportunity to achieve optimal health and well-being. The workshop utilizes 
a peer learning approach to help you gain insight into how you can think and act differently in 
order to successfully address health equity in your community.

(more)



Climate Change, Health Equity, and Transportation Planning  

Presenters:  Terry Johnson, Foundation for Healthy Communities; Dan Quinlan, Vermont  
Climate and Health Alliance; Rob Werner, NH League of Conservation Voters
  
The impacts of climate change are increasingly evident.  Vulnerable and underrepresented 
communities are at particular risk, with health equity and social justice implications that must 
be considered within public policy. Many of these same communities lack safe, complete 
sidewalks or bike paths, and convenient access to transit, making walking and biking diffi-
cult. The session will review community engagement efforts to address climate change ad-
aptation planning, transportation system planning, and developing public policy actions at 
the state and local level that decrease inequities.

Overcoming Individual and Systemic Barriers to Health Equity for Immigrant 
Farmworkers and in Diverse Communities: Vermont Migrant Health Promoters 
and New Hampshire Community Health Workers in Action 

Presenters:  Kalyn Rosenberg, Migrant Health Promoter, UVM Medical; Naomi Wolcott-Mac-
Causland, MS, Bridges to Health Coordinator, UVM Medical; Jazmin Miranda, MAE, CHW; 
Jennifer Goulet, CHW; and Wanda Castillo, CHW
 
This session will highlight two exciting service delivery models that seek to improve health out-
comes by addressing individual and systemic barriers to optimal health.   
 
Vermont will describe its work with immigrant farmworkers as it relates to linguistic barriers, 
rural setting, financial challenges, work schedule conflicts, and health care policies. Utilizing 
a care coordination model carried out by regional Migrant Health Promoters, the program, 
Bridges to Health, empowers farmworkers to make timely health decisions. In addition to  
offering care coordination to migrant farmworkers in need of health care services, Bridges  
to Health creates capacity building opportunities for local health entities to implement  
linguistically and culturally appropriate services. 
 
The New Hampshire panel will provide an overview of the Community Health Worker move-
ment and discuss different service delivery models that incorporate CHWs in systems to  
improve the health of our communities.  CHWs support community members by assisting  
with navigating the health care system, providing peer education, and addressing social  
determinants of health.  CHW panelists will describe the setting in which they work, explain 
how they act as the bridge between the community and the health care system and  
provide insights into the opportunities and challenges they face in their day to day work. 

(more)
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NH and VT Medicaid:  An Assessment of the Two States’ Approaches, Where 
They Are Going, and Implications for Health Equity 

Presenters:  Matthew Houde, Vice President of Government Relations at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
and  Kevin C. Stone, Helms & Company 
 
This session will include a comparison of the two states’ approaches, discussion of the direc-
tion they are taking, including the All-Payer Model in VT and scenarios with respect to Medic-
aid expansion reauthorization in NH, as well as implications for health of relevant populations.  
Work in the mental health and substance use disorder arenas will also be discussed.

The New Contraceptive Measures through a Reproductive Justice Lens 

Presenter: Donna Burkett, MD 
 
This session will introduce attendees to the six new contraceptive National Quality Forum 
(NQF) quality measures, their history and development, and the response of the Reproductive 
Justice community to them. These NQF measures were developed to measure 
disparities in access to quality reproductive and perinatal care and in outcomes among 
different racial and ethnic groups as well as sociodemographic disparities. There is concern 
that the new NQF contraceptive care measures may be misused, thus impacting access to 
care. The workshop will include an illustrative and  practical discussion of how the measures 
are being used and might be used across New England.  We will use Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New England’s internal practice and the Vermont Blueprint for Health’s Women’s 
Health Initiative as examples of regional use of the measures.

Afternoon Breakout Sessions (cont’d)

Visit https://nhpha.org/events/partnering-for-health-equity to register
Event sponsors include Dartmouth/Hitchcock, New England Public Health Training Center, and 
Northeast Delta Dental 

This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration(HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) under grant number UB6HP27877 “Regional Public Health Training Center Program”


