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In the Northern Hemisphere, where
Christianity was birthed and evolved early in
Europe, the ancient season of Lent parallels
Mother Nature’s movement. Lent literally means
“lengthening” and, of course, in Spring, the days
lengthen with light.
It seems a fitting metaphor, doesn’t it? Lent is
a time for our “lengthening” in the light of Christ
– or our “brightening” with Jesus’ ways.
But what does this look like and how do we
achieve it? To me, it means growing to think and
feel, to look and sound, more like Jesus.
Such a journey may parallel Jesus’ life
journey as depicted in the gospels. This journey,
like any well told story has three movements: a
beginning, a middle, and an end.

Chuck Laurent

9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P. M.
Monday thru Friday

For me, the Lenten story that can be ours
begins where the gospel story begins, namely
with John, the Baptist, and then Jesus, teaching
about repentance: turning around, seeing
something new, and embracing it.
In the gospels, Jesus receives John’s Baptism
of Repentance and embraces a new identity and
calling as “God’s pleasing, beloved Son.” Then,
he goes out into the wilderness to consider and
confront the ramifications of his choice.

The wilderness experience becomes the middle
of Jesus’- and our - story. Alone in the wilderness
and considering a change, we may hear the
perspective of different voices. We may be
tempted or swayed to conclude this or that before
returning to the usual settings of our lives.
In the end, Jesus “puts Satan behind him” and
so may we. In the end, Jesus returns to the very
place from which he has come. But when returns,
in town and in the synagogue, he is a very
different man. So it may be for us when we
repent and spend time in our own Lenten
wilderness.
Blessings of the Lenten Season,

experience God’s love and gentle nudges
towards wholeness and healing.
Like the ever-changing snow sculptures in
my back yard, I want to be open to God’s gentle
nudges, allowing God to move in me and to
open my eyes to seeing and loving those around
me as Jesus would. Instead of giving something
up for Lent this year, I want to be opened to
being re-formed and renewed by the breath and
love of God.
Blessings,
Paula
**********
Peace Cranes Update

Rev. Ed
**********
A Note from Paula
As I sit in the warmth of my sunroom,
drenched in sunlight, looking out into our back
yard, I can’t help but notice a scene of stunning
beauty. We have a huge rock in the back yard and
the wind is creating ever-changing snow
sculptures all around it. With each gust of wind,
the scene changes, reforms and is renewed.

After Monday’s Peace Crane meeting we have
822 Peace Cranes completed toward the 4500
needed
GREAT JOB!!!!!!
KEEP FOLDING
**********

Wednesday, February 14th is Ash Wednesday,
(Happy Valentine’s Day too) the first day of the
season of Lent. For me it’s a time to reflect and
examine how I can strengthen my walk with God
and examining the barriers that I create to prevent
me from drawing closer to God. Sometimes I get
so busy, so rushed and so immersed in what I’m
doing, doing, doing; that I don’t pause to

AN INVITATION TO JOIN!

To help those people in our community who
are in need, the deacons oversee the Dorcas
Fund. Dorcas was a disciple mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles who was known for her
good deeds. An advantage of the fund is that it
can maintain anonymity of both givers and
receivers. Originally designed to help church
members as a discretionary fund, its mission
has since been expanded to include nonThere will be an informational meeting on
members who are Laconia residents. Requests
Sunday, February 25 at 11 A.M. in the parlor.
for assistance are typically received by our
Kathy Giovanni, Margie Kreitler, Muff Kruse,
pastors with funds being disbursed by the
Florence Merrill, Alida Millham, Peg Petrie, Beth
treasurer of the diaconate. For non-members,
Shehadi, Linda Tunnicliffe and Diane Wells
funds can be used for four purposes: payment
of electric bill with notice of impending shut**********
off, emergency heating fuel assistance, gasoline
for out of town doctor appointments, and
Committee of the Month emergency baby supplies for women upon
entering a shelter. There is an annual limit per
Diaconate
family. The Dorcas fund receives funding from
church fund raising activities and other
The deacons reach out to the membership donations.
and wider community in several ways. In
addition to the preparation and serving of the Members of the Diaconate are: Judy Genre,
sacrament of Eucharist, the deacons provide Matt Fink, Joni Stover, John Gill, Louise
opportunities for spiritual growth. Devotional Bastille, Carole Veer, Bob Harrington, Beth
booklets are provided during Advent and Lent Shehadi, Richard Bastille, Maurine Bastille,
and are also available throughout the year in the Karen Anderson, Betty Bergstrom, Christine
narthex. The Diaconate organizes a Prayer Vigil Evans, Janet Simmon.
in the church chapel from Good Friday
**********
afternoon to early Easter morning.
During
Lent, they provide soup suppers followed by a
Lenten study lead by our pastors.
They
support our pastors in offerings of study and
prayer to deepen our faith.
The Open and Affirming Committee wishes to
invite those persons interested, especially men
(we have none), to call the church office (5240668) and leave your name and contact number.
You may also speak to a member of the
committee to let us know you are interested in the
work of building a “Radical Welcome Team” that
will pursue all justice issues.

The deacons reach out to older friends and
members of our congregation with visits, rides
to church services, and weekly mailings that
include a note from the deacons, church news,
and a copy of the previous Sunday sermon.
During Advent, the deacons prepare goody
baskets of Christmas cheer and deliver them to
these members and friends.

Lent Justice Video Series
Join one or all of the Lent Justice Video Series sponsored by Outreach Ministries - we are partnering
with several local non-profits to bring this series to more people. We are partnering with The Taylor
Community and using their movie theater located in the Woodside building at the top of the
hill. There is plenty of parking and we will be in a comfortable theater with a very big screen. Videos
planned for this event are:
Feb. 18th - we are partnering with Belknap House, the local family homeless shelter and watching
“Time Out of Mind” a Richard Gere movie about homelessness. George seeks refuge at Bellevue
Hospital, a Manhattan intake center for homeless men, where his friendship with a fellow client helps
him try to repair his relationship with his estranged daughter.
March 4th - we will be partnering with Stand Up Laconia and present “Paper Tiger”. This is a
powerful video and helps community members to better understand some of the issues our young
people are dealing with in today's world and why this can sometimes lead to substance misuse. This
movie is about an alternative high school in Washington State, that radically changes its approach to
discipline with its students after the principal is exposed to research about ACE (Adverse Childhood
Experiences). It was shown at LHS the students and teachers were moved by it and felt it mirrored
issues our students are dealing with.
March 18th - we will be partnering with Navigating Recovery and presenting “Anonymous
People” - a powerful feature documentary about the 23.5 million Americans living in long-term
recovery from addiction to alcohol and other drugs. The moving story of the Anonymous People is
told through the faces and voices of the leaders, volunteers, corporate executives and celebrities.
Lent Soup and Study
March 1st, 8th, 15th, & 22nd 5:30 - 7 pm. - The Diaconate will be providing soup, and dessert
for the evening and Rev. Ed and Rev. Paula will be discussing individual chapters of Marcus Borg’s
book Speaking Christian - Why Christian Words Have Lost Their Meaning and Power”. No purchase
of book necessary.

2017 Church Service Award
At the Annual Meeting on January 28, Andy
and Kathy Giovanni were given the Church
Service Award for their outstanding dedication
to the Congregational Church of Laconia. They
became members in 2005 and have been busy
with committees and activities ever since.
Some of their volunteer efforts include:
Andy has been a devoted member and CoChair of the Property and Finance Committee.
He used his professional skills to take on the
enormous task of performing an audit for the
Church finances and accounting procedures.
Kathy has been an active musician as an
alto in the choir and Chair of the Music
Committee. She has served as Recording Clerk
and as a member of Educational Ministries.
Most recently, Kathy was Co-Chair of the
Open and Affirming Committee.
Together they have enjoyed participating in
service trips, as chefs for many Church dinners,
and as helpers at numerous events. We give
thanks for the devotion and faithfulness of
Kathy and Andy!

SAFE CONDUCT POLICYEDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

We are striving to make our Church
environment safe for everyone who comes
through our doors. We have followed the
Church’s “Safe Child Policy” since it was
established in 1996 and amended in 2011.
The Educational Ministries Committee is
working on an updated comprehensive “Safe
Conduct Policy” based on the UCC’s policy
with the Insurance Board. An example of a
policy is “There will always be two adults in
each classroom and a “Safety Check” person
who confirms this each week”. There are
requirements for those working with children
and expected behaviors for all involved with
the Children/Youth.
In the meantime, please remember:
 Children/youth should not roam around
the Church buildings unaccompanied by
an adult.
 Complete an updated registration form for
each child including any critical
information that we should know about
them.
 Parents should pick up their children in
their Faith Formation room after the
Church service ends whether or not they
are attending Coffee Hour.
 Please join us at Coffee Hour and get to
know our Church family!

We are a growing community that builds
strong relationships as we learn, pray and
give thanks together. Thank you for bringing
your enthusiastic kids on Sunday mornings!

My Church… is composed of people like me. We
make it what it is.
I want it to be a church that is a lamp unto the path
of the pilgrims, leading them to goodness, truth
and beauty, it will be – if I am.
It will be friendly, IF I am. Its pews will be filled,
IF I help to fill them. It will do great work, IF I
work. It will make generous gifts to many causes,
IF I am a generous giver. It will bring other people
into its worship and fellowship, IF I bring them. It
will be a church of loyalty and love, of
fearlessness and faith, and a church with noble
spirit, IF I am filled with these qualities of a true
church member.
Therefore, in the quietness of this morning worship
and in the silence of my own soul, with the help of
Almighty God, I shall dedicate myself anew to the
task of being the kind of person that I want my
church to be!
By Roberta Hackett as share by Diane Wells at the
UCC Women’s Conference board meeting.

Bible Study
Bible Study – the Gospel of Mark continues every
Tuesday at 2:30 PM at Peg Petrie’s home.
Contact Paula for readings. All are welcome to
join in conversation.
**********

COFFEE HOUR
Check the Coffee Hour list for your committee
Each committee is responsible for bringing
Half n Half for there group

February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

7:00 Choir

4
9:30 Worship/Faith
Formation

5
11:00 Peace Crane
Making

6

7

2:30 Mark Study

6:30 Diaconate

10:00 Comm Team

6:30 Outreach

7:00 Choir

6:30 Membership
7:00 Stitches of
Love

11
8:00 Early Worship
9:30 Worship/Faith
Formation

12
11:00 Peace Crane
Making
Tower Tiding
deadline

13

14

2:30 Mark Study
6:00 Prop & Fin

6:00 Diaconate

7:00 Choir

7:00 Ash
Wednesday Worship

6:30 Ed Min
7:00 Stitches of
Love

18
8:00 Early Worship
9:30 Worship/Faith
Formation

19
11:00 Peace Crane
Making

8:00 Early Worship
9:30 Worship/Faith
Formation
Tower Tiding
deadline

2:30 Mark Study

21
5:30 Outreach

7:00 Choir

9:00 NH Conference

6:30 Council

Prepare to Serve

7:00 Stitches of
Love

Pembroke

5:30 ONA meeting

2-4 Lenten Justice
Video Woodside
Theater Taylor
Community

25

20

26
11:00 Peace Crane
Making

27
2:30 Mark Study
7:00 Stitches of
Love

28
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Upcoming Coffee Hour Hosts
02/18/2018 Property/Finance
02/25/2018 Membership
03/04/2018 Music/Worship
03/11/2018 Outreach Ministry
03/18/2018 Parish Activities
03/25/2018 Diaconate

Tower Tidings Schedule
Tower Tidings is sent bi-monthly prior to
the 1st and 15th. Deadlines for
submissions are the 10th and 25th of
each month.
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO:
towertidings@laconiaucc.org ONLY
Submissions may be edited lightly due to
space considerations.

