
Our Opinion

Merrimack
homework
plan flunks

Whether Merrimack School 
District officials want to call their 
strategy of not grading homework a 
policy, a protocol, or something else, 
we believe it is just a mistake.

The school district did not grade 
homework for the entire 2017-18 
school year. The plan, which school 
officials insist on referring to as a 
“protocol” rather than a “policy,” is 
scheduled to continue for the 2018-
19 academic year.

Attorneys representing the dis-
trict argue the school can imple-
ment a protocol without a vote by 
board members or input from the 
public. A policy, they say, would re-
quire board action.

Homework at Merrimack is still 
to be assigned, reviewed and re-
turned. However, completing it is 
optional – and it will not be graded.

Wednesday, members of the the 
New Hampshire State Board of 
Education denied an appeal filed by 
Robert Bevill, a parent with three 
children in Merrimack High School, 
which sought to overturn the home-
work plan. State board Chairman 
Andrew Cline said the state’s mini-
mum instructions standards require 
a school to have a policy on home-
work. However, Cline said it cannot 
be argued that the standards require 
homework to be graded.

Bevill is not happy about this de-
velopment, as he is considering an 
appeal to the New Hampshire Su-
preme Court.

“It has been a nightmare,” he said 
last week, “and there has been no ac-
countability.”

According to Merrimack As-
sistant Superintendent Mark 
McLaughlin, there are multiple rea-
sons for implementing the plan, in-
cluding concerns that:

■■ There had been too much 
homework,

■■ Teachers weren’t checking it,
■■ It didn’t help the students, and
■■ It hurt the GPA of students.

In our opinion, these arguments 
are not strong enough to discon-
tinue grading homework. Whether 
they are elementary school students 
learning basic vocabulary words, 
middle schoolers studying world 
history, or high school students 
working on calculus equations, we 
believe the benefit of holding stu-
dents accountable for homework 
far outweighs the alternative.

In the best interests of their stu-
dents, we urge other school districts 
to continue grading homework. In 
the case of Merrimack, we ask offi-
cials to reconsider their plan. There 
should be a way to assist students 
who struggle with homework with-
out creating a disincentive for those 
who are capable.

Dads
needed

Warren Farrell was once con-
sidered a feminist leader. He hung 
around with Gloria Steinem and 
wrote about why men and women 
should break out 
of rigid old gender 
roles. 

But then, as he 
learned more, he 
started to disagree 
with parts of mod-
ern feminism. 

“I don’t agree 
with the part of 
feminism that says 
men are the oppres-
sors and women are 
the oppressed,” he 
says in our latest Stossel TV video. 
“That part of feminism is sick.” 

In Farrell’s new book, “The Boy 
Crisis,” he argues that hostility to-
ward males undermines boys’ psy-
chological development. “Boys are 
a third less likely than girls to get 
college degrees, twice as likely to 
commit suicide.” 

We pushed back, pointing out 
that men make more money, run 
most companies and run most of 
the government. 

“Our dads and grandpas,” he re-
sponded, “made sacrifices to make 
more money! Then the feminist 
movement turned all of that sacri-
fice against men.” 

He says he wishes once in a while 
feminists would say, “You (men) 
were discriminated against in your 
own way. You were obliged to earn 
more money or we wouldn’t even 
think about marrying you and hav-
ing children with you.” 

In “The Boy Crisis,” Farrell notes 
that dads routinely get passed over 
when it comes to custody of kids, 
even though kids benefit enormous-
ly if they have male role models. 
Boys without fathers suffer more, 
he says. 

Why does a same-sex role model 
matter more for boys? 

“Boys tend to not have as many 
skills at developing friendships and 
emotional connections,” answers 
Farrell. “So when the family con-
nection breaks apart, it affects boys 
more profoundly than it does their 
sisters. Boys are then far more 
likely to be disobedient, delinquent, 
drop out of school.” 

One reason fathers are critical, 
says Farrell, is because men tend 
to parent differently. For example, 
men roughhouse more with kids. 

“Roughhousing creates so many 
skill sets,” said Farrell. “It creates a 
bond with the child, so the children 
don’t mind discipline ... (T)he disci-
pline is the price they pay for more 
fun with dad.” 

But aren’t mothers more atten-
tive to children’s needs? 

“As a rule, mothers are more 
empathetic, but an empathetic 
parent does not create an empa-
thetic child,” answers Farrell. In-
stead, “It may just teach children 
to expect others to think of their 
needs.” 

Real empathy, by contrast, is cre-
ated “by the father or mother re-
quiring the child to think about the 
father’s needs, the mother’s needs, 
their brother’s needs.” 

Fathers often fulfill that role by 
being a little more demanding of 
kids. 

“Moms are filled with love, and 
they want to make sure their chil-
dren do well, so they often do for 
the children,” says Farrell. “Dads 
are also filled with love, but the 
way that dads love is to think, ‘I 
need to love the children by having 
the children learn how to do for 
themselves.’” 

Studies consistently find that hav-
ing both an involved mother and fa-
ther leads to the best outcome. 

A government summary of 
studies on parenting concluded 
that “children who live with their 
fathers are more likely to have 
good physical and emotional 
health, to achieve academically, 
to avoid drugs, violence and delin-
quent behavior.” 

Yet government policy simulta-
neously discourages fatherhood. 
Welfare programs give more mon-
ey to households in which the fa-
ther is absent. Even now, although 
teen birth rates are down, the per-
centage of kids who don’t live with 
fathers is up. 

In a world with more fragmented 
families, Farrell argues that we 
should think about ways to rein-
troduce masculine role models in 
boys’ lives. He wishes there were 
more male teachers. 

“Not just males who are imita-
tion females, but males who have 
some background in doing more 
traditionally masculine stuff. 
Then the children would have role 
models of a female, and a male 
who’s softer and also a male who 
is more traditionally male,” he 
says. 

“Currently, many boys go from 
all-female homes to all-female 
schools, and then we go, gee, I won-
der why they were vulnerable to a 
gang leader saying, ‘I’ll show you 
what being a man really is.’” 
John Stossel is author of “No They Can’t! Why 
Government Fails – But Individuals Succeed.” 
For other Creators Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit www.creators.com.

A stand to end homelessness
It hardly seems possible that 

just a month ago I was writing 
about rappelling with us from 
the Brady-Sullivan Tower to 
support the work of numer-
ous nonprofits 
in our com-
munity. That 
event – LIVE 
UNITED Over 
the Edge – 
took place two 
weeks ago, and 
raised more 
than $181,000 
for 24 differ-
ent nonprofits, 
an increase of 
more than 25 percent from 
last year. We did it with the 
support of almost 2,200 indi-
vidual donors. I could not be 
prouder of our community 
and this tremendous outpour-
ing of support for causes as 
diverse as Girls Inc., Revive 
Recovery, Grow Nashua, the 
Greater Nashua Dental Con-
nection, Habitat for Humanity 
and many others. Our belief 
at United Way is that this type 
of collective, collaborative ef-
fort is what is needed to truly 
transform the way we ap-
proach lasting community im-
pact. We already are looking 
forward to next summer when 
we will attempt to take this 
event to even greater heights 
(metaphorically speaking, of 
course). On a personal note, 
a huge shout out to the 62 do-
nors who helped me to exceed 
my goal of raising $6,000 to 
help end youth homelessness 
in our community. That is the 
subject that brings me to our 
next event and the topic for to-
day’s column: United We Sleep 
to End Hunger and Homeless-
ness 2018.

On Sept. 21-22, we will be 
gathering for the third year 
in a row to bring awareness 
and raise funds to end home-
lessness in our community. 
The goals for the event are 
twofold. First, it is a fund-
raiser. The money we raise 
– $140,000 over the past two 
years – is invested back into 
the community through Unit-
ed Way’s unique “community 
assessment and investment” 
process. This process, driven 
by data that describes the 
true needs of our community, 
points us in the direction of 
programs to support that ul-
timately help permanently 
break the cycle of poverty. It 
seems simple, but the ultimate 
reason why people are home-
less is that they cannot afford 
housing, and by breaking that 
cycle, we give people the tools 

and wherewithal to become 
self-sufficient. Sometimes, 
people ask me if the money we 
raise goes to homeless shel-
ters and soup kitchens. While 
these are very important in-
stitutions, most of our invest-
ment is placed instead in those 
programs that enable people 
to be lifted out of poverty – as 
often is stated, these are hand-
ups, not hand-outs. The data 
shows that if people have ac-
cess to health care, child care, 
dental care, transitional hous-
ing, hospice care, etc., that 
they will be much more likely 
to become self-sustaining in 
the long run.

So, as a fundraiser, the way 
the event works is that people 
sign up to participate and then 
ask their friends, family, col-
leagues and companies to sup-
port them. Everyone has a fun-
draising goal that they try to 
meet or exceed. This year, we 
are broadening the effort by 
adding teams to the event. A 
team is three or more individu-
als who might be from a com-
pany, organization, church, 
service club, etc. The team also 
has a fundraising goal that they 
work toward, and all the mon-
ey that they raise goes toward 
United Way’s Community Im-
pact network of programs.

This brings me to our sec-
ond purpose for United We 
Sleep, and frankly, the more 
important one: education and 
awareness. Over the past two 
years, approximately 140 peo-
ple have participated. They 
spend an intensive evening 
learning from real-life people 
and experts from the commu-
nity in topics such as mental 
health, housing, economics 
of poverty and programs 
which provide pathways out 
of homelessness. The pro-
grams this year are being 
run by an outstanding panel 
of experts that will include 
representatives from Habitat 
for Humanity and Neighbor-
works Southern New Hamp-
shire discussing affordabil-
ity of housing, City Welfare 
and United Way running 
an “economics of poverty” 
simulation, Child and Family 
Services and Harbor Homes 
facilitating a conversation 
about youth homelessness, 
human trafficking, and vul-
nerability and finally Public 
Health and Greater Nashua 
Mental Health discussing the 
physical and mental health ef-
fects of and on homelessness. 
As you can see, this is a robust 
conversation and a great op-
portunity to “dig deeply” into 

topics that ordinary residents 
don’t otherwise have the 
chance to discuss with such 
experts. I’m also often asked 
whether the event is open to 
youth, and my answer is that 
if they are old enough to be in-
volved with these discussion, 
that youth are just fine to take 
part. However, we make no 
attempt at softening the topic 
for younger ears.

After an evening of pro-
gramming and what can only 
be described as a very spartan 
meal, each participant gets 
their box and we set up for the 
night. Participants are only al-
lowed to bring a sleeping bag, 
a tooth brush and the clothes 
they are wearing. Bathrooms? 
Not really – we all share a 
single port-a-John. And in the 
morning, after an uncomfort-
able night of restless slumber, 
we have coffee, PB&J and de-
brief on moments of insight 
and clarity as well as discuss-
ing what concrete steps we 
can take based on what we 
have learned.

I often tell people that no-
body comes away from this 
event thinking they know 
what it is like to be homeless. 
However, everybody comes 
away with a deeper under-
standing of the causes, issues 
and potential solutions, and 
they learn in a very profound 
way through a personal ex-
perience what they can do to 
make a difference. If this ap-
peals to you, then consider 
this an open invite to join us, 
as an individual or as a team 
for “United We Sleep 2018.” 
It’s easy to learn more and 
get started. The best way is 
simply online at the event site, 
which is https://app.mobile-
cause.com/vf/sleepout2018. 
You also could find more infor-
mation on our Web page under 
“events” or on our Facebook 
page. By the way, if you par-
ticipated last year or the year 
before, please join us again 
and this time be sure to bring 
a friend.

We are excited about this 
fall’s sleepout, which will 
again take place promi-
nently on Amherst Street in 
front of our partner, Nash-
ua Community College. 
We look forward to seeing 
many, many of you there 
and truly appreciate how 
this might be a great chance 
for each of us to demon-
strate as individuals how 
Great Things Happen when 
we LIVE UNITED.
Mike Apfelberg is president of United Way 
of Greater Nashua.
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WASHINGTON – It is difficult 
to imagine any Republican sena-
tor opposing President Trump’s 
nomination to the Supreme 
Court of Brett 
M. Kavanaugh, 
a judge with 
impeccable cre-
dentials, strong 
intellect and 
sterling charac-
ter. If Republi-
cans stay united, 
K a v a n a u g h ’s 
confirmation as 
the next associ-
ate justice is as-
sured. And no 
one is praying harder for Repub-
lican unity than the three Demo-
cratic senators – Joe Manchin 
III, W.Va., Heidi Heitkamp, N.D., 
and Joe Donnelly, Ind., – who 
voted to confirm Justice Neil M. 
Gorsuch and who are up for re-
election this fall in states Donald 
Trump won by double digits.

A Supreme Court fight is al-
ready a nightmare for these 
vulnerable Democrats. The 
left understands that Kavana-
ugh’s nomination is an existen-
tial threat to its activist judicial 
agenda, so it is going to throw 
everything it has at him in a 
multimillion-dollar sliming. The 
confirmation hearings are going 

to make the infamous Robert H. 
Bork hearings seem like a kum-
baya session by comparison.

Caught in the crossfire are 
Manchin, Heitkamp and Don-
nelly, all of whom were hoping 
to steer a steady course down 
the middle to reelection but 
will now have to spend the next 
couple of months getting pushed 
and pulled by both sides. The 
Democrats’ left-wing base will 
demand that they vote “no” on 
Kavanaugh, while the trio’s pro-
Trump constituents will demand 
they vote “yes.” And the confir-
mation fight will dominate the 
final months of their campaigns. 

That’s a nightmare. But so 
long as Republicans are united, 
Manchin, Heitkamp and Don-
nelly more or less get a free 
vote. They won’t pay much of a 
price if they end up as the 51st, 
52nd and 53rd votes confirming 
Trump’s nominee, adding a bi-
partisan veneer to the final vote. 
But if any Republicans defect, 
the nightmare becomes a disas-
ter, because each of these red-
state Democrats suddenly be-
comes the deciding vote. That is 
the last thing they want. If any 
Democrats provide the swing 
vote that puts Trump’s nominee 
on the high court, many on the 
left will be furious and aban-

don them on Election Day. But 
if they are the deciding vote 
against Trump’s nominee, then 
voters in their states – which 
all voted for Trump decisively 
– would be more energized and 
determined to throw them out 
of office. It’s a no-win situation.

Normally, it is the job of a 
party’s Senate leadership to 
protect vulnerable incumbents 
by giving them political cover to 
do what they need to do to win 
reelection. But in this case, the 
Democratic leadership seems 
to be throwing these three sena-
tors under the bus. Sen. Richard 
J. Durbin, Ill., the No. 2 Demo-
crat in the Senate, suggested 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press” this 
past weekend that these vul-
nerable red-state Democrats 
should sacrifice their reelection 
to stop Trump’s nominee. “They 
understand it’s a historic deci-
sion,” he said. “It’s about more 
than the next election.” 

That is unprecedented. 
Durbin just told these Demo-
crats to commit political sui-
cide. It is shocking that one of 
its own leaders just gave the 
left-wing base license to de-
mand that these senators vote 
in such a way that will virtually 
guarantee the loss of their seats. 
Don’t expect these senators to 

forget it if they are still in office 
for the next leadership election.

Red-state Democrats want to 
get this vote over with as quickly 
as possible. A delayed vote could 
backfire terribly. Right now, 
Democrats enjoy a significant 
enthusiasm advantage in the 
2018 midterm elections. In a Wall 
Street Journal-NBC News poll 
last month, 63 percent of Demo-
crats rate their interest level as 
a “9 or 10” on a 10-pointscale, 
while only 47 percent of Repub-
licans do the same. Any delay 
in Kavanaugh’s confirmation 
can only help Republicans close 
that enthusiasm gap. Accord-
ing to The Post, 26 percent of all 
Trump voters said the Supreme 
Court was most important fac-
tor in their vote, compared with 
just 18 percent among Hillary 
Clinton’s voters. The Supreme 
Court motivates the right more 
than the left. The best way Dem-
ocrats can guarantee a strong 
GOP turnout in key Senate races 
is to make the Supreme Court an 
election issue this November. 

So, conservatives are hoping 
that Republicans stay united. 
But deep in their hearts, red-
state Democrats are praying for 
GOP unity as well. 
Follow Marc A. Thiessen on Twitter,  
@marcthiessen.
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