
PLEASE TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT CHILDREN using 
school playgrounds, soccer fields and outdoor classrooms 
FROM OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT 

Northridge High School track and field in Greeley set up for graduation.  Oil drilling rig is 400 feet from 
the school track. 

Currently, Colorado law requires oil and gas development to be at least 1,000-feet 
from school buildings.  This requirement leaves playgrounds, sports fields, and 
outdoor classrooms unprotected.  
  
House Bill 1256 is a common-sense adjustment to current law to measure the 
1,000-ft setback from school property lines rather than the school building itself.  
This legislation is supported by several school organizations and local government 
officials.  The only opposition to the bill is from oil and gas industry lobbyists.  
Unfortunately, there are over 50 oil and gas lobbyists in the state capitol right now 
working to defeat this bill.  



HOW YOU CAN HELP 
  
This common sense proposal will only pass if legislators hears from their constituents.  Please 
take one or several actions below to support this bill: 
  
1)  Attend the legislative hearing on HB 1256 Thursday, March 23rd at 1:30PM.  The Health, 
Insurance, and Environment Committee hearing will be at the State Capitol in Denver in room 
271.  
  
2)  Email or call to undecided legislators on the committee: 

Rep. Phil Covarrubias 
DISTRICT 56 
COUNTIES:  Adams, Arapahoe 
303-866-2912 
Phil.Covarrubias.house@state.co.us 
  
Rep. Kim Ransom 
DISTRICT 44 
COUNTIES: Douglas 
303-866-2933 
KIM.RANSOM.HOUSE@STATE.CO.US 
  
Rep. Susan Beckman 
DISTRICT 38 
COUNTIES: Arapahoe 
303-866-2953 
susan.beckman.house@state.co.us 
  
Rep. Stephen Humphrey 
DISTRICT 48 
COUNTIES: Weld 
303-866-2943 
rephumphrey48@yahoo.com 
  
Rep. Lois Landgraf 
DISTRICT 21 
COUNTIES: El Paso 
303-866-2946 
lois.landgraf.house@state.co.us 

3) Ask your own School District, Parent Teacher Association, or parent group to support 
HB 1256!  Please send any organizational endorsements for HB 1256 to Sara Loflin at LOGIC: 
sloflin@coloradologic.org 
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For more information: 
  
• Link to House Bill 1256: 

http://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017A/bills/2017A_1256_01.pdf 
  
• Fact Sheet: 

     

         
Support HB1256: School Perimeter  

Clarification 
  
Current law in Colorado states that the minimum mandatory distance for new oil 
and gas facilities is 1,000 feet from any “high-occupancy building,” which includes 
schools. However, in practice this means that the measurement starts from the 
building itself and not the property line. School children - who play on surrounding 
sports fields and outdoor areas and attend classes in modular classrooms - are 
significantly less protected as a result. 

  
HB1256 will clarify that for public and private schools and childcare centers 
the property line (rather than the building) is the measuring point for new oil 
and gas facilities. This simple, common sense clarification will help protect our 
children from the potential negative health impacts of oil and gas development. 
Failure to close this loophole in the existing law places school children at risk of 
the health and safety dangers associated with close proximity to oil and gas 
operations, including air pollution and the results of blowouts. 
  
There are several examples of where oil and gas wells have been placed within 
1,000 feet of school property. For example, on Friday, March 10, the state 
approved 25 wells approximately 600 feet away from the Bella Romero Academy 
school’s property line and its adjacent soccer fields, but 1,360 feet away from the 
school building in Weld County. A 22-well proposal near Grand Valley High 
School, in Garfield County would be less than 300 feet from the school property. 
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HB-1256 would: 
  
• Protect areas where children play. Measuring from the school boundary would 

mean that playgrounds, athletic fields, outdoor lunch areas, modular classrooms, 
and other areas used on a daily basis by school children are now included in the 
law. 

• Increase consistency. This bill treats the oil and gas industry like other 
industries engaged in activities requiring setbacks. Denver1, Aurora2 and Pueblo3 
all have 1,000-foot mandatory perimeters from the property line of schools with 
regard to selling, growing, transferring or distributing marijuana. Similarly, the 
federal “drug-free school” statute creates a zone within 1,000 feet of the school’s 
property line.4 

• Better protection from pollutants from oil and gas facilities that are harmful 
to the health of children. Oil and natural gas facilities release particulate matter, 
nitrogen oxide, and volatile organic compounds, such as benzene and toluene, 
that negatively impact human health, which have been shown to 
disproportionately impact children. These pollutants are dangerous enough for 
children that Colorado has an idling law for diesel vehicles, including school 
buses, that limits idling because similar pollutants are emitted. 

• Affords more protection from accidents. The effects of an oil and gas accident 
are not restricted to 1,000 feet. For example, a recent well blowout in Hudson, 
Colorado sprayed a mist of oil, gas, and drilling waste water over an area 2,000 
feet long by 1,000 feet wide. Additionally, in Frederick, Colorado, an oil storage 
tank fire 1,800 feet from Legacy Elementary School required students and 
teachers to shelter in place. 

• Helps minimize the negative impacts of drilling. The majority of residential 
complaints about noise, odor, and dust come from within 1,000 feet of an oil or 
natural gas facility. 

  
  

PLEASE SUPPORT HB 1256 
  

For questions, please contact: 
Theresa Conley, (619) 944-8023, theresa@conservationco.org or 

Sara Loflin, (303) 819-6531 sloflin@coloradologic.org
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