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DCPS	Social	Studies	and	
the	DC	Arts	and	

Humanities	Collaborative

August	17th,	2017



Social	Studies	in	DCPS

Mission:	Empowering	students	to	become	
inquisitive,	informed	and	engaged	
members	of	society	who	use	critical	
thinking,	inquiry	and	literacy	to	prepare	
for	college,	careers,	and	civic	life.

§ Scott	Abbott,	Social	Studies	Director
§ Leslie	Booth,	Social	Studies	Assessment	Manager
§ Donna	Phillips,	PhD,	Social	Studies	Curriculum	Manager
§ Jayson	Wilkinson,	Social	Studies	PD	Manager	

Social	Studies	in	DCPS
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DCPS	Social	Studies	Way

§ Inquiry	is	at	the	heart	of	social	studies.
§ Partnerships	with	organizations	whose	mission,	record	
of	service,	and	resources	most	closely	align	with	our	
mission	can	strengthen	the	experience	of	learning	
social	studies.

§ Social	studies	emphasizes	skills	and	practices	as	
preparation	for	democratic	decision-making.
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Our	Curriculum
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Unit	Inquiry	Arc	
Question

DC	Social	Studies	
Content	
Standards



Performance	Tasks	–Opportunities	for	Engagement
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Compelling	and	
Supporting	
Questions	
aligned	to	
content	
standards

Student	authentic	
demonstration	and	

application	of	
knowledge



Example	Partnership
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Opportunities	for	real-world	
engagement	and	authentic	forum	
for	communicating	knowledge



Ways	to	Partner:
§ Provide	experiences	for	students	to	
deepen	their	inquiry	into	a	subject	

§ Provide	forum	for	students	to	
present	their	new	knowledge

§ Bring	resources	and	experiences	into	
the	classroom	

§ Bring	students	outside	of	the	
classroom	to	sites

§ Align	content	with	DC	social	studies	
standards
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§ Align	approach	with	Unit	Inquiry	Arc	and/or	compelling	and	supporting	
questions	within	the	unit.

§ Find	and	forge	interdisciplinary	connections	(ELA,	Science,	etc.)



Ways	to	Partner
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Ways	to	Partner
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§ We’re	actively	looking	for	content	experts	to	present	to	teachers	
about	the	following;
§ The	Americas
§ Egypt	and	Israel
§ American	Revolution
§ East	Asia
§ World	War	I	(United	States)
§ World	War	I	(Non-United	State	Perspective)
§ The	Constitution
§ Gentrification



DC	Student	Walkout
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DC	Student	Walkout
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DC	Student	Walkout
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DC	Student	Walkout
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Next	Steps/Thank	you!

§ Jayson	Wilkinson,	

§ Social	Studies	Professional	Development	Manager

§ Jayson.Wilkinson@dc.gov

§ Twitter:	Call_Me_Mr_Wilk

§ Scott	Abbott,	Social	Studies	Director

§ Email:	scott.abbott@dc.gov or	Twitter:	@DCSocialStudies
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