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Dear Colleagues, 

In June 2017, Ontario launched its Plan to Strengthen Rural and Northern Education in 
which the Ministry of Education committed to revising its Pupil Accommodation Review 
Guideline (PARG) and Community Planning and Partnerships Guideline (CPPG). 

We are writing to inform you of the ongoing work across government arising from 
Ontario’s Plan to Strengthen Rural and Northern Education, including: 

• 

• 

• 

an update on draft amendments to the Pupil Accommodation Review 
Guideline (PARG);  

research of planning tables and collaboratives across Ontario to 
understand the different approaches and planning tools used by these 
groups; and 

new supports for improved co-ordination of community planning. 
In fall 2017, the Ministry of Education sought input from education stakeholders 
including parents, students, communities and school boards on proposed revisions to 
the PARG and CPPG. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
valuable input. Your suggestions were insightful and have informed our work to date. 
We appreciate your ongoing participation in this process, starting with our engagement 
sessions last spring. 

Based on your feedback, the Ministry of Education has drafted a revised PARG. The 
amended PARG will be posted to the ministry’s website for six weeks, until March 23. 
After gathering further input, the final amended PARG will be released later in spring 
2018, at which time school boards may begin to review their own policies. Amendments 
to the PARG will affect all school boards across the province, not just those which cover 
rural and northern communities. As such, all school boards and municipalities are 
encouraged to review the draft. Some of the key suggested changes that are now 
reflected in the draft PARG include: 

•

• 

requiring boards to assess the impact of accommodation options on
communities, student well-being, programming and school board resources;

requiring boards to explore at least three accommodation options;
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/rural_plan.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/1516/2015B9appenAEN.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/1516/2015B9appenAEN.pdf
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• 

• 

• 

• 

allowing more opportunity for public input by requiring more meetings and 
extended timeframes; 

limiting the use of modified pupil accommodation reviews (PARs); 

strengthening the role for secondary students; and 

integrating the administrative review process into the PARG, and the addition 
of e-signatures to the petition process. 

The Ministry of Education, working in collaboration with education and municipal 
stakeholders, will develop a new toolkit and resources to support boards in conducting 
pupil accommodation reviews in a manner that fosters increased collaboration and 
community understanding. This will be provided in the fall of 2018 and will include 
standardized data requirements, as well as templates for community partners to engage 
school boards on potential partnership opportunities. 

Another important initiative in the Plan to Strengthen Rural and Northern Education was 
the introduction of the Rural and Northern Education Fund, an ongoing $20 million 
investment dedicated to enhancing education for students in rural and northern 
communities. School boards have the flexibility to use this funding based on their local 
needs, including revisiting accommodation review decisions and using this funding to 
continue operating rural schools. 

During the recent engagements, many of you identified the need to strengthen local 
integrated planning, and noted that adding new requirements through the CPPG in an 
attempt to compel local partnerships is unlikely to be successful. That is why we are 
taking a more comprehensive look at how to make this system work more effectively for 
all those involved. We heard that it is important that local integrated planning 
conversations extend beyond school boards to include municipalities and other relevant 
local partners. 

We want you to know that our government is committed to delivering client-focused 
services through improved local integrated planning.  We continue to research 
promising practices, tools and resources that communities of all shapes and sizes can 
use to assist with their service planning efforts. 

Building on this research, our three ministries propose to work together, with guidance 
from the Minister’s Reference Group on Community and Education Planning and 
Partnerships, to develop a new voluntary pilot program that will provide flexible support 
to municipalities, school boards, and other relevant local partners who wish to enhance 
their collective capacity for integrated local planning. Best practices and lessons learned 
will inform future policy and supports for integrated local planning across the province. 
The Minister’s Reference Group includes representatives from the education and 
municipal sectors, academia, students and community organizations. 
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The Ministry of Education remains committed to updating the CPPG to further 
encourage joint responsibility for integrated community planning as we learn more from 
the new voluntary pilot program and other work across government. During this period, 
the Ministry of Education expects school boards to continue to use the existing CPPG, 
including the requirement of convening an annual Community Planning and 
Partnerships (CPP) meeting. In addition to sharing planning information at the annual 
CPP meeting, we encourage partners to continue these important conversations outside 
of this meeting and to develop other processes to foster better communication at the 
local level. 

We will also continue moving forward with initiatives to support Community Hubs in 
Ontario: A Strategic Framework and Action Plan. This includes provincial funding to 
retrofit excess school space for use by community partners, the Community Hubs 
Resource Network and the Surplus Property Transition Initiative, a program designed to 
provide more time for communities to determine the viability of acquiring surplus 
provincial property while covering the holding costs of the school board or hospital 
properties in order to repurpose the asset to meet the needs of the local community. 

We look forward to receiving your feedback on the draft PARG as we continue engaging 
with your representatives on the Minister’s Reference Group on Community and 
Education Planning and Partnerships. Thank you for your valuable contributions and 
insights to the development of the plan to date. We welcome your thoughts and 
suggestions as we move forward. 

Sincerely,

Indira Naidoo-Harris 
Minister of Education 
Minister Responsible for Early Years and Child Care 

Bob Chiarelli  
Minister of Infrastructure 

Bill Mauro 
Minister of Municipal Affairs 

http://www.communityhubsontario.ca/
http://www.communityhubsontario.ca/



