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Letter from the Director of the Kansas 

Division of Environment, KDHE 

KEN readers,  

Thank you for visiting our website and reading this on-line newsletter.  

It is my pleasure to introduce to you to our new Small Business and 

Pollution Prevention Coordinator, Jayson Massey.  Jayson joined our 

team on August 29 and is already hard at work.  Much of Jayson’s work 

involves small business support, planning our annual Environmental 

Conference, organizing the department’s annual Pollution Prevention 

(P2) Awards program, publishing this online Kansas Environmental 

Newsletter, and serving as the department’s liaison between KDHE 

and the Kansas State University Small Business Environmental 

Assistance Program (SBEAP).  This is done through a partnership 

arrangement with the K-State Pollution Prevention Institute (PPI).   

The PPI offers environmental assistance to Kansas small businesses by offering free and 

confidential help.  The K-State staff is there to answer your questions, provide on-site technical 

assessments, and provide pollution prevention technology resources for you and your business 

to consider.  These services are provided for businesses to assist them in complying with 

environmental regulations.  The K-State team can be reached by calling 1-800-578-8898.   

More information about the PPI and its services appears elsewhere in this newsletter.   

If ever we at KDHE can help you please don’t hesitate to reach out to our staff at any time.  I 
too can be reached directly at 785-296-1535 or by email at John.Mitchell@ks.gov.   
 

My very best wishes to you, 

 

 

John W. Mitchell 

mailto:John.Mitchell@ks.gov
http://www.kdheks.gov/environment/index.html
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Letter from the Director of the K-State 

Pollution Prevention Institute.  

Dear KEN readers: 

In partnership with KDHE, the K-State Pollution Prevention Institute, or PPI, has 
more than 25 years of experience working with industry on various pollution 
prevention, or P2 projects. Many of you have participated in or heard about the P2 
intern program, as well as other P2 assessment opportunities our agency offers. Our 
program provides direct multimedia assistance to facilities with an emphasis on 
minimizing compliance burdens through source reduction. 

Our five PPI specialists represent nearly 90 years of experience, and are located in 
four different offices across the state including Manhattan, Olathe, Salina and 
Wichita. These remote locations allow us to build local relationships and work 
closer with various industries that utilize our free, confidential services.  

One of our primary programs is the Kansas Small Business Environmental 
Assistance Program or SBEAP. Hosted in partnership with KDHE, primarily through 
the Bureau of Air, SBEAP primarily serves businesses with fewer than 100 
employees. In addition to on-site compliance assistance, specialized projects for 

2017 include – 

Development of major-source and area-source boiler permit navigation tools 
Air-permitting 101 workshop 
New potential-to-emit calculators for metal fabricators 
Outreach to air-curtain incinerators 
Grain elevator air quality outreach 
SBEAP e-tips 
Hazardous waste compliance calendar 
Dry-cleaner compliance calendars 
Underground storage tank outreach and training video 
Updates to several Bureau of Water bulletins 

PPI is an agency within engineering extension at K-State and is 100% grant funded. Our extension programs 
are growing and also include outreach in areas of radon mitigation and energy efficiency. In the next 
newsletter, I will introduce new additions to our team. In the meantime, if you have questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact me at 800-578-8898 or sbeap@ksu.edu. 

 

All the best, 

 

Nancy J. Larson 

 

mailto:sbeap@ksu.edu
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FUN IN HUTCH! 

 The Kansas 

Environmental Conference 

was held at the Hutchison 

Atrium Hotel and 

Conference Center August 

8th – 10th. The conference 

covered topics including 

pollution prevention, the P2 

program and P2 interns at 

Kansas State University, 

environmental compliance, 

and Bureau Director 

updates. 

Kansas Environmental Conference  

By Sophia Brunetti/ KDHE Bureau of 

Air 

http://www.kdheks.gov/sbcs/environment_conf.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/sbcs/environment_conf.html
http://www.atriumhotelandconferencecenter.com/
http://www.atriumhotelandconferencecenter.com/
http://www.atriumhotelandconferencecenter.com/
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On August 8th, the Bureau of Waste Management 

hosted Beginner and Advanced Hazardous Waste 

Generator Workshops. On the same day, the Bureau of 

Environmental Remediation hosted a workshop on 

Brownfields, and the Bureau of Air hosted the Clean 

Air Act Advisory Group meeting. Over 100 

individuals attended the various workshops and 

meetings. 
The conference commenced on August 9th. John 

Mitchell, Director of KDHE Division of 

Environment, led the opening plenary with a 

Kansas environment update. EPA’s Jeffery 

Robichaud presented the drinking water program 

update. Bureau of Air, Water, and Environmental 

Remediation hosted informational meetings and 

Bureau Director updates.  

http://www.kdheks.gov/waste/index.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/ber/index.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/ber/index.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/bar/index.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/water/index.html
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The closing session was presented by Gus Shaar, plant manager of 

Siemens Wind Turbine Assembly Facility in Hutchison, Kansas. 

He offered an overview of the Siemens Wind Power Nacelle 

Assembly and goals of the Siemens Facility. 

The Coleman Company, Inc. has been a manufacturer of quality outdoor 

recreational products since 1904 when WC Coleman first started 

manufacturing operations in Wichita, Kansas. 

Coleman participated in the Pollution Prevention Program by hosting an 

intern in 2016, reducing hazardous air pollutants, continuing to schedule 

implementation of remaining, identified projects, and committing to 

furthering the efforts and direction in regards to pollution prevention. 

Henke Manufacturing has fabricated and manufactured 

large vehicles, mounted snow plows, and salt and sand 

spreaders for industrial uses. 

Henke Manufacturing has taken steps to meet all of the 

pollution prevention guidelines. They have achieved 

success in source reduction and have expressed a 

willingness to share their process with other businesses. 

P2 Award Recipients 

T.J. Coyle of Henke Manufacturing accepting the 2016         

Pollution Prevention Award w/ Distinction. 

Katy Goering and Gary Honomichl of Coleman Company, Inc., along with P2 K-State Intern Jacque-

lyn Sommers,  accepting the  2016 Pollution Prevention Award.  

http://www.siemens.com/global/en/home/markets/wind/turbines.html
http://www.coleman.com/
http://henkemfg.com/
http://www.kdheks.gov/sbcs/p2_pollution_prevention_awards.html
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REMEMBER…… 

The 2017 Pollution Prevention Awards are right 

around the corner. If you think your company should 

be recognized, please apply!  

 

More details with an updated application will be  

released soon. Thank you!!! 
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*Update:  

 

The 2017 Kansas  

Environmental 

Conference will be 

held  August 8th, 

9th, and 10th at 

the Topeka Capital 

Plaza. 

mailto:kdhe.ksenvironmentalconf@ks.gov
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With documented savings of more than $11 million, 280 million gallons of water and 70 MWh of energy by 

Kansas pollution prevention (P2) interns over the past decade, the program continues to add to these numbers. 

EPA has identified three new national emphasis areas, or NEAs, as a focus for P2 programs across the county in 

2017-18. One NEA is industry-specific, targeting food manufacturing and processing. The other two involve 

prevention of greenhouse gas emissions and hazardous material source reduction, targeting general media and 

processes. 

 

In partnership with KDHE, the K-State Pollution Prevention Institute will gear programing to target all three 

NEAs, including but not limited to — 

 

·        Hosting round tables for food processing industries 

— the first is Nov. 2 at Frito-Lay; 

·        Hosting round tables for industries interested in 

eliminating TCE; 

·        Providing P2 interns for a variety of industries with a 

focus on water and energy reduction for food processing 

— a virtual informational meeting is Nov. 10; and 

·        Providing a variety of P2 technical assistance to 

industry and partners such as KDHE. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about any of these 

Kansas P2 initiatives, contact Nancy Larson.  

 

P2 Programs Target EPA’s National 

Emphasis Areas 

*Photo courtesy Earl Richardson for Visit Topeka  

https://www.sbeap.org/intern-program
mailto:nlarson@ksu.edu
https://www.visittopeka.com/
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Employers and top management employees need to ensure compliance with environmental standards. This should not be seen 
as a regulatory burden, but instead a driving force that stimulates growth and competition in the corporate world. A well-
organized schedule of compliance for all environmental media ─ air, waste and water — is one way to show sincerity of purpose 
in respect to corporate social responsibility, or CSR.  In addition, many consumers today are better informed about the impact 
of industrial activities on the environment.  
Staying in compliance at all times is a step in the right direction in order to improve a company’s public image and build a 
culture of environmentally responsible businesses. Small and medium-sized businesses, including “startups,” can take 
advantage of the green business guide to enhance their knowledge about modern trends. They can request free and 
confidential compliance assistance ─ a service provided by Kansas Small Business Environmental Assistance Program, or 
SBEAP.   

Larger industries can benefit by hosting a pollution prevention intern or requesting an on-site pollution prevention assessment from the K-State 
Pollution Prevention Institute. Pollution prevention, or P2, is a source-reduction approach where pollution is reduced or eliminated at the source. P2 
is considered a part of green initiatives for businesses. Several different benefits are associated with P2: it encourages energy and resource 
conservation; it reduces waste generation; and it helps reduce operating and waste disposal costs. The table below details environmental outcomes 
identified through K-State’s P2 intern program conducted at Kansas industries over the past decade. To learn how to obtain an intern in 2017, 
contact us to join our short virtual meeting at 9 a.m., Nov. 10. 

 

Importance of Environmental Compliance and 

Pollution Prevention in the Corporate World 

By Larey Sadiq/ Pollution Prevention Institute 

*Photo courtesy Earl Richardson for Visit Topeka  

https://www.iisd.org/business/issues/sr.aspx
https://www.sba.gov/managing-business/running-business/green-business-guide
http://www.sbeap.org/
http://www.sbeap.org/
http://www.sbeap.org/intern-program
http://www.sbeap.org/%20
http://www.sbeap.org/%20
https://www.epa.gov/p2/learn-about-pollution-prevention%23why
https://www.epa.gov/p2/what-you-can-do-about-pollution-prevention-business-resources
https://www.epa.gov/p2/what-you-can-do-about-pollution-prevention-business-resources
http://www.sbeap.org/intern-program
mailto:nlarson@ksu.edu
https://www.visittopeka.com/
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New EPA Portal Helps  

Communities Prepare for Climate Change 

WASHINGTON– The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today launched a new online portal that will provide local leaders in the nation’s 
40,000 communities with information and tools to increase resilience to climate change. Using a self-guided format, the Adaptation Resource Center 
(ARC-X) provides users with information tailored specifically to their needs, based on where they live and the particular issues of concern to them. 
 
Recent statistics from the Office of Management and Budget show the federal government has incurred more than $357 billion in direct costs due to 
extreme weather and fire alone over the last 10 years. Climate change is also expected to pose significant financial and infrastructural challenges to 
communities in coming decades. EPA designed ARC-X to help all local government official address these challenges – from those with extensive 
experience and expertise dealing with the impacts of climate change, to those working in underserved communities who are just beginning to meet 
those challenges. 
 
“From floods and droughts to dangerous heat islands and other public health effects, communities are facing the very real impacts of climate 
change,” said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. “ARC-X is a 
powerful new tool that can help local governments continue to 
deliver reliable, cost-effective services even as the climate 
changes.” 
 
Building on climate adaptation training for local governments EPA 
launched last year, ARC-X provides another important resource for 
building climate resiliency.  The system guides users through all 
steps of an adaptation process, providing information on the 
implications of climate change for particular regions and issues of 
concern; adaptation strategies that can be implemented to address 
the risks posed by climate change; case studies that illustrate how 
other communities with similar concerns have already successfully 
adapted, along with instructions on how to replicate their efforts; 
potential EPA tools to help implement the adaptation strategies; 
and sources of funding and technical assistance from EPA and 
other federal agencies. 
 
To access ARC-X: www.epa.gov/ARC-X 
 
For climate adaptation training: www.epa.gov/communityhealth/
local-government-climate-adaptation-training 
 

http://www.epa.gov/ARC-X
http://www.epa.gov/communityhealth/local-government-climate-adaptation-training
http://www.epa.gov/communityhealth/local-government-climate-adaptation-training
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eDMR 

By Debbie Mildfelt/ KDHE Bureau of Water 

We are living in a digital world where more of our everyday life is moving to digital format.  In the past decade we watched our cable 
television and our cameras transform to digital and now our banking and medical records are available online.  EPA recently 
published the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Electronic Reporting Rule that requires NPDES regulated 
facilities to report information electronically, instead of filing written paper reports. 

There are currently 120 permittees in Kansas that have been submitting Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMRs) electronically for many 
years through the Deemers program.  The Deemers program and paper DMR reporting will soon be replaced with a new online 
program called eDMR.  The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) will soon make available this new eDMR 
application that will allow users to access reports and submit DMRs online.  This new application is in response to EPA’s Electronic 
Reporting Rule that became effective December 2015.  This new Electronic Reporting Rule will require all Discharge Monitoring 
Reports be submitted electronically starting December 2016.   This new web based application is in the final stages of beta testing and 
should be available by the fall of 2016.  Each permittee will be contacted by email prior to this new application being made available 
to them.  Within the email will be instructions on how to use the new application, training opportunities, contact information, and 
what to expect.  There are currently over 1005 wastewater permittees with DMR requirements in Kansas so this process will be 
spread out over several months.  This new application will perform pounds per day calculations and rolling annual average 
calculations automatically for permits with these requirements as well as also display any exceedances immediately.  Users will also 
be able to view and print a scanned version of their permit and/or a summary of their permit requirements in table format.  Reports 
will be automatically generated upon submittal of the user’s DMR, which will be sent to 
both the permittee and KDHE. 

What should you do if you are located where internet service is not available?  
Applications for Temporary Waivers will need to be submitted to KDHE and will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis.  However, this program was designed with the user 
in mind.  It was designed to be as simple and straight forward as possible for everything 
from the most basic permit to the more complicated permit with numerous 
calculations.    

For general information on EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule, visit http://
www2.epa.gov/compliance/final-national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-
npdes-electronic-reporting-rule. 

http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/final-national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-electronic-reporting-rule
http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/final-national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-electronic-reporting-rule
http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/final-national-pollutant-discharge-elimination-system-npdes-electronic-reporting-rule
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https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WFINQJWcy-YVHzHkgg39YSF12f_A1puy
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WFINQJWcy-YVHzHkgg39YSF12f_A1puy
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For a clickable copy of the E-Tips newsletter please 

email sbeap@ksu.edu, or sign up for the newsletter 

HERE.  

 

Thank you! 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WFINQJWcy-YVHzHkgg39YSF12f_A1puy
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WFINQJWcy-YVHzHkgg39YSF12f_A1puy
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WFINQJWcy-YVHzHkgg39YSF12f_A1puy
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From the Archives 
*Originally published in the 2008 Kansas Environment Report 
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Upcoming 

2017 Kansas Environmental Conference: August 8th, 9th and 10th 

at the Topeka Capital Plaza  

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/region-7-pollution-prevention-roundtable-tickets-27776470170

