
The Kiwanis Club of Northside Naples ~  

“Christmas in Immokalee” 
 

After performing a community-assessment years ago, Past 

President Jack Silk discovered that most of the families in 

the farming communities – especially Immokalee - do not 

have the resources to provide 3 meals each day for their children during the Christmas break 

from school.  It was also discovered that many of the children never received gifts on 

Christmas Day simply because their parents could not afford such a luxury.  On his tour of the 

Immokalee area, Past President Silk met Mary Evans, a local resident, who despite her own 

hardships would cook and bake and share what she had by handing out food through her 

kitchen window to those looking for a meal, many of whom slept in the fields adjacent to her 

home.  That meeting would change Jack’s life AND those members of the Kiwanis Club of 

Northside Naples.  Mary Evans became ill and was hospitalized.  She never went home again, 

but Jack promised Mary the day before she passed away that Kiwanis would continue to 

fulfill her wish of generosity in feeding those in need.  So, on December 25th of every year 

since, Mary Evans’ spirit is “alive” thanks to Jack Silk and the Kiwanis Club of Northside 

Naples. 

 

This project’s main focus is providing children – from newborn to young teens – an 

opportunity to receive a gift from Santa Claus on Christmas Day.  The meals we serve to these 

children and their families are a big additional benefit to all in attendance.  Providing a family 

photograph with Santa and Mrs. Claus is a family keepsake that the young children will 

always remember and cherish.  Each year, we treat 800 to 1,000 to a special gift according to 

their age grouping. 

 

By the end of Christmas morning, these children of migrant workers truly know that 

someone loves them – and – they are equal to every other child on earth. 

 

The amount of people attending our “Christmas in Immokalee” giving event varies each year.  

An average year would provide gifts for 800 to 1,000 children, and provide meals for 2,000 to 

2,400 persons total. 

 

Each year, every member of the Kiwanis Club of Northside Naples works the event – this is 50 

plus Kiwanians.  In addition, many of our sister Kiwanis clubs in Division 22 want to volunteer 

for  the event – providing as many as 20 to 30 additional Kiwanians.  Additionally, we have 



Immediate Past Governors, current Governors, and Governor-Elects attending this event on 

an annual basis. 

 

This giving project has occurred every Christmas Day for the past 34 years.  It is a special day 

that is “looked forward to” by every member of the Immokalee community. 

 

CKI, Key Club and Aktion Club members are invited and participate in this event every year. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN IMMOKALEE” is a service project that has been held each of the past 34 years 

– on Christmas Day - in the town of Immokalee, Florida – a migrant farming community of 

low-income, disadvantaged families.   Hundreds of volunteers - made up of generous 

individuals and families - serve our “Guests” (which to date total over 116,000) hot meals 

cooked on commercial gas grills.  Volunteers also help children pick out a toy of their choice, 

guide guests through the candy tents where they can stuff their stockings with goodies, serve 

popcorn, cotton-candy and snow cones to smiling children and watch as the kids ride horses 

and ponies, many for the first time in their young lives.  

Pictures are digitally taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 

printed using high-speed printers and then given to each 

family.  For most, it’s the first time they’ve ever had a 

photo taken of themselves and their families.  Serving a 

predominately Hispanic community, the event Santa Claus 

and Mrs. Claus are played by Past Governor and current 

Kiwanis International Trustee Chuck Gugliuzza and his wife 

Emilia – both bilingual. 

 


