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Second Yom Tov and Halakhic Methodology

The question whether two days of Yom Tov should still be celebrated outside Israel is not a new
question, but here 1 would like to present two giants of Halakhic thought who have dealt with the

question in modern times. The first is Rabbi Yisrael Moshe Hazzan

! and the other is the current chief rabbi of Netanyah, Israel, Rabbi David Haim Chelouche (b.
1920).

In 1855 Rabbi Hazzan published a book called The Sanctity of Yom Tov. In the book he argues
bitterly against those who wanted to change the practice of celebrating two days of Yom Tov,
but towards the end of the book he alludes to a possibility of doing so, if it is done in the right

manner?:

I will say without fear that if we [the rabbis] were able to convince people to follow our rulings
on important issues...we should have convened in one place the great scholars from all over the
globe, they should be knowledgeable in Talmudic studies and Halakha, act with reverence, and
understand worldly matters and the needs of the community. These sages should discuss
practices [which should be changed] because they cause animosity, or shame, or great loss, or
suffering. These outcomes vary based on the place and time, as well as the severity of the
prohibition [biblical or rabbinical]... these matters are very relevant to the businesses and
livelihood of many Jews...Indeed it is necessary to find ways to permit things which people are
not keeping or which they cannot keep... many great rabbis, each of whom was one in a
generation and whose word is law for us followed this path, trying to justify the practices of their
communities or provide remedy when needed... when | spoke with the head of the Beth Din in
the Galilee... he was crying, and he said to me... | will travel all over the world to sign up rabbis
for this cause. Is there a greater cause than that? ...we should not be like the fools who do not
feel the pressing needs of the changing times... but rather like the true scholars who want to help
their communities, even if it means closing their eyes to some details, and using some rules
which the rabbis taught us such as... “we cannot demand that everyone will be extremely
pious”... the most important thing is to guarantee that people will remain within the fold and will
not abandon religion... this was the leadership style of all the great sages from the day our

forefathers’ feet stood at Mount Sinai... because the sages who understand the methodology of
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Halakha know the way of angels, the pleasant manner of leading the people with patience and

reverence, overlooking some details in order to make everyone a righteous person...

Rabbi Hazzan suggests that a general assembly of great rabbis who are not only masters of
Talmud and Halakah, but also of civility, general studies, and who possess a thorough
understanding of current events, would be able to have legislative powers and to change
cumbersome practices. He stresses again and again that the leaders must work for the spiritual,
emotional, and financial well-being of the community, and that they should seek to be lenient
and not strict. It is also clear from his heartfelt words that he considered all Jews to be part of the
community, unlike the approach of some Halakhic authorities today who preach only to the choir

and consider the rest of the nation non-religious.

Almost a hundred years after rabbi Hazzan’s book was published, Rabbi David Haim Chelouche,
who has witnessed the amazing progress in transportation and communication, writes in his

Hemda Genuza®:

Today tens of thousands of Jews travel each year from Israel abroad and vice versa by air. They
meet each other on the second day of Yom Tov. On that day the Israelis work as usual, and on
the eighth day of Passover they would also eat Hametz, while the tourists pray festive prayers,
say Kiddush and make a second Seder. If all the great scholars in Israel would have gathered

together they could have nullify the practice of two days of Yom Tov for the following reason:

The main reason for the practice does not exist since the calendar is known to all... most rabbis
are not familiar with all the complex calculations but follow the printed or online calendars...
even a royal decree [against calculating the calendar] could not prevent people from finding out
the exact time and date of Jewish holidays, thanks to the advanced technology which reaches

every corner of the world...

Rabbi Chelouche goes on to explain that since the practice of keeping two days started because
of a doubt regarding the exact dates, once the doubt is clarified any Rabbinical court can override
the practice, and there is no need, as some claim, to wait for the Great Beth Din of Jerusalem to

be reestablished.
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He concludes, however, that there is little hope that the rabbis will rise to the task:

because of our many transgressions people do not obey the leading Rabbinical courts... today’s
scholars, some are engaged in abstract discussion and are not interested in practical Halakha,
while others just copy the words of their predecessors. Some seek to be always strict while others

only search for lenient opinion.

This reminds me of the lamentation of the poet: “how did the light of Halakha die? The Talmud

became bereft, who can understand?”

The nation is split and polarized and observant Jews cannot agree on what is Kosher and what is
not [so it seems] that we will keep the practice of second Yom Tov until the coming of
Mashiach.

It is clear that Rabbi Chelouche believes that the practice can be overturned. What he gave up on
is the ability of the rabbis to get together and provide real solutions to the problems of the whole

nation, not just to the narrow factions which follow each rabbi.

Finally, regarding tourists who come to Israel during the pilgrimage holidays, says rabbi

Chelouche:

Those who come to celebrate the holidays in Israel, even if they are planning to return... should
keep only one day regarding prayers and Tefillin. They should avoid work, travel, and eating

Hametz on the eighth day of Passover.

I do remind the readers here that according to rabbi Chelouche, and as | had explained previously
in the Daily Halakha, using electricity on Yom Tov is allowed. Even those who do not usually

follow this ruling could do so on the second Yom Tov in Israel.
Conclusion:

In the time which passed since Rabbi Hazzan’s and Rabbi Chelouche’s writings, the necessity of
addressing the question of two days of Yom Tov has become clearer and clearer. It is only a
symptom of the unwillingness of the rabbinic establishment to join forces and make the world a

better place, even for observant Jews.
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We join Rabbi hazzan and Rabbi Chelouche in prayer that the people will be able to convince the
rabbis in the urgency of this and other problems, such as women who are refused their Jewish
divorce, the exorbitant prices of Kosher food, corruption, embezzlement, and harassment in
institutions and congregations and many more. This should not seem so impossible, since
thorough reading of the Halakhic literature will reveal that whenever the rabbis realized that they

are facing a serious problem, they were able to provide a solution.

It is hard to tell what would the solution be but there are several options. One is to consider the
second Yom Tov a doubt-based practice and declare that it is no longer valid. Another option
might be the creation of a legal loophole which will allow people to keep only one day
worldwide without uprooting the practice. One loophole could be considering ownership, even
partial or timeshare, of real estate in Israel as living in Israel. Another is expanding the religious
boundaries of Israel to the diaspora, with the exception of certain regions, for example the sub-
Sahara. In this manner there will still be areas where two days are observed. There is also the
possibility of the rabbis recommending that people will observe one day privately but two days

publicly, thus bringing change gradually and not overnight.

There is no doubt, however, that when that moment arrives, and the rabbis convene for the first
time in many centuries to provide a solution which unifies and helps the nation, rather than to
deepen divisions and stratification, we will know that we are one step closer to the coming of
Mashiach.

Shabbat HaGadol, Gadol HaShalom

! R Hazzan was born in Smyrna, Turkey, in 1808 and passed away in Sidon, Lebanon, in 1865. He served as the
chief rabbi or Rome, Corfu, and Alexandria. He was a polyglot and a philosopher, a prolific author and a defender of
traditional Judaism.
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