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Exemptions from Drinking Wine

Q: What are the options for someone who cannot or does not want to drink four cups of wine or

grape juice?

A: First, I would like to list the reasons for not drinking wine or grape juice. Wine is a problem
for people who are not used to consume alcohol in high quantities, recovering alcoholics, people
who suffer from allergies, and those who avoid wine for health or moral reasons. Grape juice is a

problem because of the high levels of sugar in the juice.

While there are those who hold that drinking four full cups is an unavoidable obligation, there
are some options for those who might suffer as a result of drinking. As | have shown in previous
posts, it makes no difference whether the suffering is physical or emotional, and whether it is

temporary or permanent.

1. You could drink of each cup only the minimal amount required. The minimal volume of a
cup is Revi’it, which has been calculated to be at least 75cc or 2.5 fluid ounces. The
minimal amount for drinking is the majority of a cup, which is 38cc or 1.3 fluid ounces.’

2. Those who cannot drink even that amount can either sip a little from their cup, as a
symbolic act, or rely on the blessings and actions of the person who conducts the Seder.

This second option is based on the words of the Mishnah and the interpretation of the Mishnah
by the Tosafot. | have also witnessed it in the Seder of my grandfather, Hakham Shaul Fetaya,
who would drink the majority of the cup himself, but would let the participants drink whatever

they felt comfortable with, or not at all.

The Mishnah | am referring to is found in the tenth chapter of tractate Pesahim and it says the

following: “one should not be served less than four cups of wine

In the commentary of Tosafot on the Talmud we find the following interpretation: It seems that
one is served by his children or wife. Those who serve him do not have to drink, and he
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represents them with his cup. It is a logical argument, since on every Shabbat one person does
Kiddush for all others."

R Nathan Gestetner comments that although the conclusion of Tosafot is that each one has to
drink four cups, it is presented as stringency, rather than as an essential halakha. He explains that
the Tosafot’s opinion is that the person who conducts the Seder can cover for the participants."

R Hayyim David HaLevi further explains that while eating Matzah is a biblical commandment,
having four cups of wine is only a component of setting a table with a luxurious meal. According
to the Tosafot, he says, the four cups are analogous to the Kiddush. Just as one can fulfill the
obligation Kiddush by hearing someone else, so also he can fulfill the obligation of the four

cups.”
Conclusion:

If one cannot drink four cups of wine or grape juice, he or she can either drink the minimum

amount, which is 1.3 fluid ounces, or rely on the blessing of the person who conducts the Seder.
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