
Holy Relics of Saint Anthony of Padua  
To Visit Saint Augustine Parish on October 7 

The Holy Relics of Saint Anthony of Padua, well known as the patron saint of lost things, will 
be brought to St. Augustine Parish on Saturday, October 7th for veneration.  Veneration will be 
held from 1-5:30pm with the celebration of the Vigil Mass at 4pm while the relics are present.  
This Mass will be presided by Fr. Mario Conte, OFM Conv, Executive Editor of the Messenger of 
Saint Anthony.   
 
Saint Anthony’s reputation as a finder of lost things dates to an incident in the saint’s life.  As the 
legend goes, a novice who had grown tired of religious life decided to leave the Franciscan 
community but before leaving, the novice took Saint Anthony’s psalter. The book was very 
important to Anthony, which had notes and comments he made in teaching his students in the 
Franciscan order. Anthony prayed that the psalter would be found and returned to him. His 
prayers were answered, not only did the novice return the psalter, he also returned to the order. 
St. Anthony died on June 13, 1231, and was buried in a little church outside the walls of the town 
of Padua. In 1263, his remains were transferred to the newly constructed Basilica.  Present at this 
ceremony was Minister General of the Order of Franciscan Friars Minor, Giovanni Di Fidanza, who 
later became Saint Bonaventure.  When St. Anthony’s coffin was opened, bones and ashes were 
found but the Saint’s vocal apparatus was found to be intact, in particular, his tongue was still 
red and soft.  At the sight of this miracle, St. Bonaventure exclaimed: “Oh blessed tongue, that 
ever praised the Lord, and led others to praise Him!  Now it is clear how great are your merits 
before God!” 
    
Fr. Mario will travel from the Basilica of Saint Anthony of Padua, Italy, with two relics of the 
beloved saint.  One reliquary contains the floating rib of Saint Anthony and the other contains 
layers of the saint’s skin.  We invite you to come and ask for Saint Anthony’s intercession for 
more than the loss of material things, but also for such spiritual things as the loss of faith, family 
harmony, health, hope and peace of mind. 
 
Pope Benedict Emeritus said of relics: “By inviting us to venerate the mortal remains of the 
martyrs and saints, the Church does not forget that, in the end, these are indeed just human 
bones, but they are bones that belonged to individuals touched by the living power of God. The 
relics of the saints are traces of that invisible but real presence which sheds light upon the 
shadows of the world and reveals the Kingdom of Heaven in our midst.” 
 
Ours is one of several parishes in the Archdiocese of Boston that were invited to host the relics 
during a ten day tour in the Archdiocese of Boston.  Please join us for this special day of 
devotion, mass, novenas and veneration.  Parishioners will be asked to write their prayer petition 
to the saint and Fr. Mario will bring the petitions back to the Basilica in Padua to place them at 
the tomb of Saint Anthony where the tour officially ends. 


