
We arrived in Barcelona early Saturday morning.  Barcelona greeted us with an abundance 
of sun and warm temperatures.  As we walked down the Ramblas, we could feel the 
excitement in the air.  The Ramblas is a walking street filled with all kinds of entertainment, 
food and kiosks selling their specialties. Our hotel, called "Las Ramblas" was located 
directly in front of the square of the same name.  Our students practiced their Spanish as 
the festivities on Rambles lasted well into the night.   
 
On Sunday, our group was fortunate to have the opportunity to celebrate Palm Sunday 
Mass at Barcelona's Cathedral.  Our mass was celebrated in Catalán, the official language of 
Cataluña and Barcelona.  After leaving the Cathedral, the group headed out for a walking 
tour of Barcelona and a visit to the Picasso Museum. Our ND group not only enjoyed the 
ambiance of historical Barcelona, but could not wait to partake in some gastronomic 
favorites like: tapas, churros con chocolate, ice cream and paella.  It was very difficult 
getting our students away from churros con chocolate throughout our stay.   
 
On Monday, we had the awesome experience of visiting la Sagrada Familia.  La Sagrada 
Familia is different.  As we walked to the Gothic Basilica one could spot it by its giant 
colored plaster flowers which adorn its steeples. The basilica was designed by one of the 
world's finest architects, Antonio Gaudi.  The inside of the Basilica was truly inspirational, 
creating an atmosphere of joy and beauty by its uplifting facets of light.  To quote one 
student, "Unbelievable". 
 
On our last night in Barcelona we visited the home of the Olympic Village.  Barcelona's 
coast line is endless.  We viewed some of the apartments and sites of the Olympics. In 
keeping with the sports theme we continued on to the Soccer Stadium.  We could feel the 
thrill of the complex, from the very first gate to the stadium proper, student excitement 
heightened.   Finally, we set out for our final dinner, some tapas, as we bid Barcelona good 
bye. 
 
On Tuesday, we reluctantly gave our final farewells to the Gold Coast of Barcelona and set 
out for the "city of lights", Paris, France.  We arrived at the hotel Campanile, located in the 
Bastille region of Paris.  We could feel the history as we looked at the site which was once 
housed the buildings which made up the Bastille. We knew then, we were going to love 
Paris.   
 
Wednesday we officially began our tour of Paris. Our excitement became overwhelming as 
we entered the Louvre Museum.  We doubted if any of us have ever seen a museum so 
large.  As we walked, in search of a very famous lady, we passed sculptures dating back to 
Greek and Roman times.  Then, all sudden we came to one room full of people and to our 
wonder there she was the Mona Lisa.  The students grasped in amazement as to how small 
yet beautiful she appeared. We continued to see room after room of paintings and 
sculptures.  Unfortunately, the Louvre would take days to complete and we only had 
hours.   
 
Upon departing the Louvre, our travelers set out on the gorgeous Rue Rivoli. As we walked 
to our next destination, we took in the magnificent architecture of the buildings that lined 



the Rivoli. The weather was beautiful - very sunny and the trees and flowers were all in 
bloom.  Some of students stopped and eagerly awaited to board the Grand Roue de Paris-
the huge Ferris wheel equal in height to a skyscraper. The students loved every stop-better 
them than us!  We walked and continued to walk, passing through park lined avenues until 
we arrived at Invalide, an old Army hospital used during the French Revolution.  Invalide is 
now the burial site of Napoleon.  From Invalide we went down to the Sewer and from the 
Sewers to Musee D'Orsay, highlighted by the big clock window which overlooks the city. In 
between museums, a Ferris wheel, a tomb and the sewers, ND students would stop to grab 
a quick crepe on the street. They love to eat!!! 
 
Finally,after mile and mile of touring quaint streets, we arrived at our final destination the 
Eiffel Tower. After dining at a local Maison, the group began our journey up the Tower.  As 
we waited patiently for our elevator to the top, Voila, a flash of light illuminated the sky-the 
tower was lit with tiny crystals bulbs which appeared as stars.  The top of the Eiffel was 
breathtaking; a truly once in a life time memory. 
 
On Thursday, off to see the majestic Versailles Palace.  It was the home of Louis the 
XIV.  Vibrant magenta and royal blue adorned the living quarters and state rooms which 
segued way into an entire room of mirrors. Out of control was its Beauty.  After leaving 
Versailles we went back to Paris to shop.  We needed to shop in Paris!  The group hopped 
on a metro destined for Galerie Lafayette.  Galerie is one of the world's finest high end 
department stores.  Well, the girls shopped until they literally dropped and Joe even bought 
something.  From Galerie we went on to Montmartre, one of the most beautiful spots in 
Paris.  To get to Montmartre, you can use the 110 stairs or take a funicular up.  Once at the 
top, we were greeted by the artists, selling their sketches and asking our students to pose. 
None of which agreed.  Dinner was at the tiny French cafés which line the alleyways.  A fun 
time! 
 
On Good Friday, Notre Dame arrived at Notre Dame that is the Cathedral, where we 
participated in an hour and half long Stations of the Cross, conducted in the French 
language.  From the Cathedral on to the Catacombs, from the catacombs on to the Champs 
Elyseés and the Arc d Trionmphe. 
 
We finished our trip that Friday night with a River Cruise down the Seine. 
Our trip ended Saturday, April, 15th. 
To quote our students: "the trip was Awesome, the Best, Unforgettable, "Delicious" and I 
want to go back!" Hasta la Vista y Au revoir until next year. 
 


