
The Family Institute of Washington 

presents 

2017    Parenting  with  Purpose   Conference

     Preparing Your Children for Heaven 

      A family conference for parents and engaged couples 

Saturday, February 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 Congressional Country Club, 8500 River Rd, Bethesda, Md. 

 Good families don’t happen by chance. Effective parenting is  an art that requires faith, hope, heart, humor, 
good communication, and support from other strong families. Come and enjoy hearing and meeting our 
speakers who will share their wisdom and experience on what makes for a strong marriage and for good 
family life. Mingle with other couples who are similarly committed to raising  happy, faith-filled children.  
Engaged couples are also welcome. 

Fees: $80 per couple

$350   table of 10 

Child Care: $15 per child  (includes lunch);  please indicate ages 

Program: 

10:00  Fr. Carter Griffin: "The Calling to be a Father"

10:45  Prof. John Bergsma: “Family Habits for Holiness"

11:30   Betsy Kerekes:     Selections from "101 Tips for a Happier Marriage"



12:30   Buffett lunch  

To register and pay online,  go   to:   www.fiwdc.org,  click on "Events” tab.  Drop down menu provided. 
Doors open at 9 a.m.  Allow plenty of time to get your little ones settled in.
For more information contact Raymond Bradley: rbrad3@gmail.com or 
faminstitute@fiwdc.org.  Phone: 703-689-3433, x 201

1:30     Pat Fagan:   "Changing the Culture, One Family at a Time" 

2:30    Juan Betancourt:  "Technology to size: customizing age-specific access to technology"   

 Following his presentaton Juan will conduct a demo workshop.

Final Q and A

Our emcee is Tom Spence

About our speakers:

Dr. John Bergsma is Professor of Theology at the Franciscan U. of Steubenville. He served as a Protestant pastor for 
four years before entering the Catholic Church in 2001 while pursuing a Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame, 
specializing in the Old Testament and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Since 2004, his primary work has been forming the 
theology and catechetics majors of Franciscan University in Scripture.  A frequent guest on Relevant Radio’s Drew 
Mariani Show and Sacred Heart Radio’s Son Rise Morning Show, Dr. Bergsma has appeared on EWTN’s The 
Journey Home and Life on the Rock, and speaks regularly at conferences nationwide.  Dr. Bergsma has numerous 
academic and popular publications, including the books Bible Basics for Catholics and New Testament Basics for 
Catholics from Ave Maria Press.  He and his wife Dawn reside with their eight children in Steubenville, Ohio.  

Betsy Kerekes is a home-schooling mother of 3 and coauthor of 101 Tips for a Happier Marriage and 101 Tips for 
Marrying the Right Person. Her professional experience includes journalism and public relations for Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, she also worked for Patrick Madrid’s Envoy magazine, and has contributed articles to 
Aleteia, MercatorNet, Catholic Lane, Catholic Exchange, Catholic Mom, The Southern Cross, and Creative Minority 
Report. Kerekes serves as editor and director of online publications at the Ruth Institute, where she also writes weekly 
newsletters and manages the blog. She telecommutes from her home near San Diego. She writes about her family on 
her blog, parentingisfunny.wordpress.com

http://www.fiwdc.org
http://www.parentleadership.com


Dr. Pat Fagan is founder and executive director of the "Marriage and Religion Research Institute," now located at the 
Catholic University of America.  He publishes and speaks world-wide on the impact of public policy on family stability 
and religious pracetice.  His research broadly centers on national data regarding family and religion.  His specialities are 
the impact of family stabillity, divorce and religious practice on outcomes for the common good of society. 

Juan Antonio Betancourt has a Law Degree from Monteávila University in Venezuela and a Juris Doctor 
Degree from Puerto Rico University. He is a certified Technology Educational Trainer by Interaxion Group, a 
worldwide organization that works with media and family. He has dedicated his professional life to building 
character education programs for youth. In 2013, he founded Technology to Grow, a consulting firm that 
addresses the problems that our technology age poses for families. He speaks frequently at conferences and 
private seminars on the importance of building a healthy digital lifestyle. 

Father Carter Griffin is a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington, DC. Raised Presbyterian, he converted to 
Catholicism while attending Princeton University. After graduating in 1994, he served for four years as a surface line 
officer in the United States Navy prior to entering the seminary. He attended Mount St. Mary's Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland for two years of philosophy followed by the North American College in Rome for five years of 
theology. Father Griffin was ordained to the priesthood in 2004 and served as the priest-secretary to the Archbishop of 
Washington before beginning doctoral studies in Rome in 2008. His doctoral dissertation, "Supernatural Fatherhood 
Through Priestly Celibacy: Fulfillment in Masculinity," was published in 2010. He is presently the parochial vicar of St. 
Peter's parish on Capitol Hill, and has recently been reassigned as the Vocations Director of the Archdiocese of 
Washington and the Vice-Rector of the Archdiocese's new Saint John Paul II Seminary.

https://heights.edu/letters-from-the-headmaster/


Pope Francis: "Let us fervently call upon Mary Most Holy, the Mother of Jesus and our Mother, and 
St Joseph her spouse. Let us ask them to enlighten, comfort and guide every family in the world, 
so that they may fulfill with dignity and peace the mission which God has entrusted to them.” 

From St. Josemaria: "Listen to your children. Give them your time, even the time that you 
have reserved for yourselves. Show them your confidence; believe whatever they tell you, 
even if sometimes they try to deceive you. Don't be afraid when they rebel, because, at 
their age, you yourselves were more or less rebellious. Go to meet them half-way and  
pray for them. If you act in this Christian manner, they will come to you with simplicity, 
instead of trying to satisfy their legitimate curiosity by talking to some vulgar friend. Your 
confidence, your friendly dealings with your children, will receive an answer in their 
sincerity in dealing with you. Then, even if there are quarrels and lacks of understanding, 
they will never amount to much; and this is what peace in the family and a truly 
Christian life mean." 
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