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Beams from Boehm’s
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

January/February

Inside this issue:
1&3

Holy Saturday
at the Theater:

Pastor’s Letter

2

“Jesus Christ Superstar”

Missions & Outreach

3

Birthdays

4

Events and
Announcements

Ministries of Worship
& Minutes
Calendar

See
Insert
4

March 31, 2018
4:00 p.m.
For more than a decade, the community
theater company Midnight Productions
has been offering a professional production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
Jesus Christ Superstar at the Keswick Theater in Glenside. Please join
Boehm’s Church on Saturday, March 31st—Holy Saturday—as they attend
this 1970 rock opera which portrays the final week of Jesus’ life, beginning
with his arrival in Jerusalem and ending with the crucifixion. The cost of
the tickets are $20.00 and are limited to fifteen people in total—so let
Pastor Bill know as soon as possible if you’d like to come!
The final deadline to reserve tickets is Sunday, February 25th.
However, tickets are on a first come, first served basis.

Assistance is needed on
Saturday, January 20
(beginning at 9:-00 a.m.)
to take down and put away
the Christmas decorations.
All help is greatly
appreciated!

Ash Wednesday
Service
February 14, 2018
7:30 p.m.
Come join the Boehm’s Church family for a
service of contemplation and imposition of
ashes.
The Annual Meeting for the Congregation of Boehm’s Church will
be held on Sunday, February 25th, after worship.
Please plan to attend to review the annual report and hold the
consistory election.
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Dear Family and Friends of Boehm’s Church,
I wanted to take a moment and thank everyone for
helping to make this Christmastide so beautiful.
Despite inclement weather being pesky and
disruptive, the Christmas spirit was active at
Boehm’s Church. The sanctuary, as the picture to the
right attests, was beyond festive. It was holy. Again,
thank to everyone who helped make it so.
So, with that being said, let me ask the big question: How’s it going with those New Year’s resolutions?
What’s that? Your New Year’s resolution was to not make any more resolutions? Gotcha. Been there. Done
that.
But, what if there was a resolution that we could make that would fundamentally shift our lives? That would
give us the power to change everything? Here’s the promise, there is a change that we can make, a true
resolution, that will change everything. That change is a change in our attitude, a change in our perspective.
The apostle Paul wrote, in the letter to the Ephesians (4:22-24), that “you were taught, with regard to your
former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in
the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness.” In other words, it’s not making more money, becoming more attractive or acquiring more status
that will bring us serenity or joy. What will is adopting a new attitude in our minds. It’s a perspective thing.
If I perceive my life as wanting, or lacking, or empty...then that’s what I’ll have. If I see my life as promising,
filled with hope and possibility...then that’s what it’ll be.
Recently I saw one of those inspirational posters. It read: “Sometimes happiness is a feeling. Sometimes it’s
a decision.” Happiness isn’t a result of something that you own or even achieve, rather it’s something that
you choose. Part of that choice is deciding on what to accept, what to do differently and what to let go.
Dearest friends, choose happiness...and do it with resolve. Happy New Year!

Pastor Bill
Living the Questions 2.0: An Update
Since September, and in the months ahead, Boehm’s Church has been “living the questions” at the twice
monthly adult education study. The study participants have been exploring topics like taking the Bible seriously (but not literally); the stories of creation; the lives of Jesus; evil, suffering & a God of love; debunking
the rapture; realizing God’s vision through social justice; and creative transformation. The format of each
session includes videos (featuring notable theologians, clergy and philosophers such as Marcus Borg, Diana
Butler Bass, John Dominic Crossan, Robin Meyers, Jack Spong, Helen Prejean and John Bell); short teaching
moments by Pastor Bill and lots of conversation. Come join us...and explore the questions of our faith.
Meetings are held on alternate Tuesdays in the Pastor’s study. Dessert and coffee
will be provided!
Living the Questions is a 21-session DVD and web-based small group study designed for folks
convinced that Christianity still has relevance in the 21st Century. It is for people who want to
explore the future of Christianity and what a meaningful faith can look like in today's world. Unlike most studies focused on teaching the fundamentals of Christianity by giving fixed answers,
Living the Questions is more centered on exploring the questions themselves, to look beyond the
traditions and rote theologies in which so many people and local churches often seem to be
stuck.
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From the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference

Asylum Seekers Ministry
The following is a excerpt from a letter from the Rev. Jonathan Hauze,
Pastor of St. Paul’s UCC in Exton.

I met the Baceanu family outside a Giant Food Store. They were
asking for help with food. Marin, the head of the family, told me he
was ashamed to be begging, but he had no other choice.
The Baceanu family are Roma — better known in America as
"Gypsy," a word that is often considered an insult. Roma all over
Rev. Hauze with the Baceanu Family
Europe have suffered centuries of persecution and poverty because of
their ethnicity. The Baceanus came America to escape discrimination and seek a better future for themselves
and their children, but their journey has been a difficult one.
Marin (the father), Mirabela (the mother), Gustavo (age 17), and Suraj Baceanu (age 16) have been in process
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) ever since their arrival from Romania in 2016. Our
immigration laws allow them to stay in America in order to apply for asylum. But after more than a year, they
still have not received their official authorization to work. This is why they were reduced to begging when I
met them.
Because they come from a country without refugee status, the Baceanus are ineligible for any of the support
services provided by refugee agencies. When we learned about their situation, we felt that God was calling us
to action. With the generous help of neighbors and other local churches, we have raised $10,000 to minister to
this beautiful family. This has enabled us to provide vital help in a number of areas. Including housing . . .
The only home they could afford was a dilapidated rental unit in a dangerous neighborhood of Wilmington,
Delaware. They shared the home with six other families. But on November 2, with the help of this ministry
fund, we moved the Baceanu family into a newly renovated rental home of their very own. Now we are
reaching out to the churches of the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference to ask for your help in raising an
additional $8,800 to enable us to continue to provide rental support to the Baceanus for one year, giving them a
chance to build a foundation for themselves as they wait for their asylum status to be determined.
How You Can Help
• Write a check to "St. Paul's UCC" with "Asylum Seekers" in the MEMO section. Checks can be mailed to St.
Paul's UCC, 101 Worthington Road, Exton PA 19341. Or, donate online to the GoFundMe campaign, and/or
sharing the link with others. Here is the shortlink: gf.me/u/6wc62
• Remember Marin, Mirabela, Gustavo, and Suraj in your prayers.
In Christ,
The Rev. Jonathan Hauze

Thank you for your very
generous gifts to Pastor
Bill and the staff this
Christmas!
It is indeed a blessing to serve with all of you!
Happy New Year to each of you…
Pastor Bill, Carol Pfister, and Dave White

HELP WANTED
Do you enjoy the fellowship
time after the worship service
each week? Time to talk is
sweet and so are the snacks
provided for that time! We need your help to
provide those snacks...the schedule on the bulletin
board is often empty. Please consider signing up.
Your fellow worshippers will really appreciate you!
The first Sunday of the month we celebrate
birthdays. Please consider providing a small cake
for that time!
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Boehm’s Calendar
Sundays
 Worship @ 10 am
 Sunday School during worship
Committee meetings:
History : TBD
Consistory: January 14 @ 11:30 am
& February 18 @ 11:30 am
COG : January 21 @ 11:30 am & February 11
Spiritual Council: January 28 @ 11:30 am

7

Shane Rowles

15

Angela McKinney

21

Kylene Weidner

22

Hildegarde Schubert

24

Jackson Palmer

27

Alysha Weidner
Linda Jane Moore

Special events:
 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, Feb 14
 Congregation annual meeting February 25
 Benefit Concert March 4
 Jesus Christ Superstar trip March 31
4

Martha Bresnan

7

Pat Delp

11

Judy Keller

16

Lana Rosiek

19

Joan Weidner

22

Pastor Bill Middleton

27

Isabella Rowles
Other Meetings
at Boehm’s:

Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pastor: The Rev. William A Middleton
We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on Facebook!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts
Alternate Tuesdays, 6:30 pm
Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Alternate Sundays,
11:00 a.m.
Readings: Alternate Wednesdays,
7:00 p.m.
Jesus Es El Camino church
Worship: Sunday 10:00 p.m.
Sunday School: Sunday 1:30 p.m.
Bible study & prayer service:
Tuesday and Thursday @ 10:00 p.m.

Boehm’s United Church of Christ

January February 2018

Consistory meeting minutes October 2017
The October Consistory meeting of Boehm’s United Church of Christ
was held on Sunday, October 15, 2017 in the Sanctuary following
church services.
In attendance were the following:
July Keller
Joanie Weidner
Rebe Williams
Lorraine Nowlan
Diana Rau
Gary Rau

Mike Rowles

Judy commended Fran for the work she has done so far on this
project
Tree to come down – “Pin Oak” diseased
COG – Checking $6015.53
Investments $74.525.00

Fran Slingluff

World vision current
$536.00 for disaster
Marie’s concert upcoming
Gedifa - heard from him and received a recent photo

Meredith
Pastor Bill

Pastor opened the meeting with a moment of worship
Pastor’s comments
Blessing of the animals service went well and we had a few
dogs and cats and pictures
of other pets to be blessed.
World Communion Sunday was celebrated
19th Nov. – Thanksgiving service of the community
Connected more with St. John’s in Ambler in keeping
united in faith
Encourage people to be aware of the physical and social
needs of others – a course to train
people to help those in need – several churches
have held this training – possibly we will have
one of these training courses here at some point
Minutes – reviewed last month’s minutes – motion to accept the
minutes made by Fran
2nd by Lorraine
motion carried
Treasurers /Stewardship report – reviewed and then motioned by
Rebe to accept
2nd by Meredith
motion carried
Diana noted that she was going to pay down the line of
credit
Christian Education – October 29 – Halloween costumes and a
parade of the SS children –
Asking parishioners to bring in some goodies to hand out to
the kids
Advent dinner to be determined

Property – Gary had nothing to report
Fran noted that the church and property has never
looked better . Red door is being painted
Worship/Music – Choir rehearsing for Thanksgiving and Xmas
music
Planning on speaking to Lois for the handbells
Old business
Sexton or part time custodian is needed – Gary
suggested putting an ad on Craig’s list
New business
St. Luke’s – Trappe – 275th anniversary on Nov. 5
St. Matthew’s – youth group mission – trying to raise
money to go to Appalachia this year
Fran suggested perhaps letting Pastor Byron use the
museum room and move that stuff out of there. By using the
museum room he could walk up the regular steps instead of the
winding staircase. Keep the museum stuff together and take
inventory of such items so we have an accurate accounting of all
items.
Budget committee – Al, Diana, and Pastor Bill – they
will get together to discuss
Nominees to fill Consistory vacancies
Gary /Deacon and Florie’s terms end at the end of
2017
Joanie and Fran moved from deacons to Elders
Will double check the terms for all members to discuss
at the next meeting
Motion to end the meeting made by Diana 2nd by Fran

History – Fran
Investment account $137,000.00
Application being readied for a marker to honor Pastor
Boehm.
We would pay for the marker – placement to be
determined.

Meeting ended with all reciting “The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by,
Joanie Weidner, Consistory Secretary
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Consistory meeting minutes November 2017
The Boehm’s church consistory met on November 26,
2017 immediately after the regularly scheduled
church service. Those in attendance were: Judy
Keller, Pastor Bill Middleton, Lorraine Nolan, Pat Delp,
Diana Rau, Gary Rau, Rebe Williams, and Fran
Slingluff, acting as secretary for Joan Weidner who
was unable to attend. Also in attendance were Rebe
Jones and Al Slingluff.
The Pastor opened with a short prayer. The minutes
were then reviewed, and Fran commented that the
discussion of moving members from deacon to elder
was incorrect in her case. She had always been an
elder at Boehm’s. Lorraine moved and Rebe
seconded that the minutes be approved as corrected.
All voted yes.
Diana presented the Treasurer’s report. There is
$363,453 in the capital fund. Fran and Al both
observed that that amount has held constant in spite
of lots of expenditures to improve the property. Diana
also explained that the line of credit is fully paid off.
Fran moved and Rebe seconded that the report be
accepted as presented. All voted yes.
Rebe reported that the Christian Education committee
is getting together children’s bibles. They are using
them to coordinate with the Pastor’s lessons of the
day.
Fran reported that the application to the state for a
road marker honoring Pastor Boehm has been
submitted to the state. Fran, Carol and Lorraine
worked very hard on this project. Gary asked who was
going to pay for the marker if we are accepted. Fran
explained that the cost of the marker, about $1700,
is almost exactly the amount of money in the history
treasury, so it should not be a problem. The state
should respond in January.
Judy reported on COG. The group is still supporting
Gidifa. They are also making donations, $300 to Old
First Church for its homeless ministry, $300 to
Bethany Children’s Home, and $1000 to the UCC in
Douglasville for a new van.
Gary gave the property report. There has been
regular maintenance like furnace filters, light bulbs,
and snow stakes. There was an unresolved
discussion on how to encourage Pastor Byron to be
more responsible for his own routine issues. The
library air conditioner has been removed for the
winter.

The music committee has not been very active
because of illness and travel by various
members. Bonita was away. The choir plans to
rehearse and perform next Sunday.
There was an extensive discussion about elections
and consistory terms. Al had the record from the
2014 annual report which was helpful. There was
disagreement about whether there should be
elections for new consistory members at the
December meeting. Carol Ruth’s review of the
constitution later determined that the election should
take place in January or early February when the
annual report is presented. The nominees will be
voted on then. Then consistory can reorganize at the
February meeting.
The pastor mentioned that there are problems with
the sound system. Getting them really fixed could be
expensive and require upgrading the electrical
system. All agreed that the matter requires more
study and that any large expense would have to go
through the congregation.
The budget was presented. It is nearly the same as
last year. The audit committee will meet on January
7 around the time of the consistory meeting. The
Pastor will be out of town from the 10th to the 15th.
Rebe motioned and Lorraine seconded to end the
meeting. The consistory ended with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Fran Slingluff reporting for Joan Weidner.
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COG minutes October 2017
Community Outreach Group Meeting Notes
Community Outreach Group Meeting Notes
Oct. 8, 2017
1.) Welcome:
Judy Keller welcomed everyone.
2.) Financial Report (as of Sept 30, 2017):

Checking account balance : $6015.53 (incl. $252.00 dividends)
Investments account balance: $74,525.00
3.) Old Business:
World Vision donations are current
Marie will get info about the Mental Health workshops to be held in Ambler
4.) New Business:
Shared a thank you card from Woodcrest UCC for the Smullen Fund and concert donation benefitting
their musical ministries.
A check for $536.00 will be sent to the UCC Disaster fund. Donation was from the money collected during
Boehm’s Rally Day potluck and matched with Smullen Fund donation.

Respectfully Submitted,
Judy
COG Chair

Congregational meeting December 17, 2017

A Congregational Meeting was called on December 17, 2017 to review and approve the 2018 Church
Budget. Diana Rau presented the proposed budget, and noted any changes or additions. The budget was
slightly increased from the 2017 version. The only budget line item added was to reimburse members for
the cost of refreshments (i.e. the Cookie Fund). The fund would be $100.00 per month for the year. Diana
answered any questions and/or concerns. Fran Slingluff made a motion to accept the 2018 budget as
revised and Lorraine Nowlan seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Keller, President
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COG minutes November 2017

Community Outreach Group Meeting Notes
Nov. 12, 2017
1.) Welcome:
Judy Keller welcomed everyone.
2.) Financial Report (as of Oct. 30, 2017):

Checking account balance : $5,444.07 which included $300.00 investment dividends
Investments account balance: $74.791.00
3.) Old Business:
World Vision donations are current
A check for $536 was sent to UCC Disaster Relief Fund to be applied where needed. This
donation was money collected during Rally Day and matched by the Smullen Fund.
4.) New Business:
Donations were discussed and approved to be sent to Old First Church ($300), Bethany
Children’s Home ($300), and Christian Concern Communities a ministry of Douglasville,
PA UCC ($1,000).
Food donations to Mattie Dixon’s food cupboard are ongoing
The Mitten Tree has been setup in the Sanctuary. Marie has hung white mittens with
information on the children who can be adopted. The Mitten Tree donations are to be in
by the first week of December.
Respectfully Submitted,
Judy
COG Chair
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Treasurer report October 2017
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Treasurer report November 2017
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Treasurer report December 2017

Beams from Boehm’s
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Ministries of Worship January 2018
Date

First Sunday after the Epiphany
January 7, 2018

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
January 14, 2018

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 21, 2018

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 28, 2018

Lay Reader

Ushers

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

Acolyte

Fran Slingluff

Al Slingluff

Birthday Sunday

Tori Middleton

Pat Delp

Marie Hagner

Shane Rowles

Diana Rau

Mike Rowles

Bella Rowles

Lorraine Nowlan

Meredith MacVittie &
Oliver Will

Angela McKinney

Ministries of Worship February 2018
Lay Reader

Ushers

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

Acolyte

Mike Rowles

Marie Hagner

Birthday Sunday

Tori Middleton

Judy Keller

Gary Rau

Shane Rowles

First Sunday in Lent
February 18, 2018

Pat Delp

Mike Rowles

Bella Rowles

Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2018

Meredith
MacVittie

Oliver Will

Angela McKinney

Date

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 4, 2018

Transfiguration Sunday
February 11, 2018

