The Tentmaker
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Daphne, Alabama
January 24, 2018

Message from Thack
Thursday, January 25, is the feast day of the Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle. We will observe that
feast day this Wednesday at our 7:00 a.m. and noon services. Since Paul is our patron saint, I encourage you
to attend one of these services in his memory.
Paul is an interesting and important figure in the history of the Church. Originally named Saul, he
was of strictly Jewish parentage and believed to have been born several years after the birth of Christ in the
commercial and literary city of Tarsus in what is now Turkey. His birthright included the rights of a Roman
citizen. He received a primarily Jewish education, studying for a time in the school of the Pharisee Rabbi
Gamaliel, but was also exposed to Greek literature which greatly influenced his literary style and dialectic
method. Paul, a “Hebrew of the Hebrews,” was therefore at the same time a native Hellenist and a Roman
citizen. This background served him well and endowed him with the skills to be a universal apostle.
Saul was a Pharisee in the strictest sense, which fueled his fanaticism in the persecution of those
whom he regarded as heretics. His fanaticism arose from the intensity of his conviction and his zeal for the
religion of his fathers. That’s why the early followers of Jesus were an anathema to him because he initially
regarded Jesus as a false Messiah. To Saul, Jesus of Nazareth was a rebel and a blasphemer who was justly
condemned to death. Consequently, the followers of Jesus were no different from the man that was crucified
at Calvary.
Acting according to his conviction, Saul took a prominent part in the persecution of Stephen. Not
satisfied with this, he procured from the Sanhedrin, the supreme council and highest court of justice at
Jerusalem in New Testament times, full power to persecute and arrest the scattered disciples of Jesus. Thus
armed, he set out for Damascus, the capital of Syria, which had many synagogues. He was determined to
exterminate this dangerous sect from the face of the earth, all for the glory of God.
The irony about Saul is what happened to his life as he was racing up the road to Damascus. While
on his mission to Damascus to eradicate the heretics who claimed Christ as the Messiah, “. . . a light from
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?’” (Acts 9:4). That voice was the voice of Jesus. Following the encounter, this devoted
Pharisee and committed opponent of the “Way” and its followers became its greatest evangelist. Saul became
Paul and helped spread the Gospel to the Gentiles.
Paul’s contribution to the Church was significant, not only as an apostle, but as a writer of letters that
have helped shaped Christian opinion over the centuries. Though his writings have been critically scrutinized
in recent years by various theological camps, there is no denying that he was the right person at the right time
to continue the work that Christ and his apostles had started. He was truly Christ’s devoted servant when his
skills were needed most.
Continued on page 2

Paul’s conversion is a tangible reminder to us of the transforming power of Christ’s patient love
and forgiveness. It is a witness to Christ’s abiding love in that he loved Saul despite his fierce hatred and
persecution of the early Christians. Christ loved him so much that there was nothing Saul could do to diminish
that love. By the same token, Christ is no less generous with his love for us, no matter how many times we
turn away from him. As in Saul’s’ case, not only is that patient love an irresistible force, it is transforming as
well. Saul the Pharisee became Paul the Evangelist when he encountered unconditional love for the first time.
That same transforming love is also available to us. Just wanting it is enough to have that transformation of
the spirit that Paul experienced on his way to Damascus.
The story of Paul’s conversion is one of hope. It is a reminder that no matter what we have done in this
life, no matter who we have hurt, including ourselves, none of us is beyond the reach of God’s love. Simply
stated, that’s what grace is all about.
Peace, Thack

Youth and Adult Confirmation Classes
The adult Confirmation class will begin on Sunday, February 11 at 2 p.m. The classes will convene in
Malone Hall from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. If you are new to the Episcopal Church, or was Confirmed years ago and
would like a refresher course on who we are and what we believe, or are simply interested to know more about
the Episcopal Church, this class is for you!
The youth Confirmation class will begin on Tuesday, February 6 at 4:00 p.m. These classes will
convene on Tuesdays in Malone Hall from 4:00-5:30 p.m. If you have a child between the ages of 12-18 who
hasn’t been Confirmed, please consider registering your child for this class.
If you or your child(ren) are interested in taking confirmation instruction, please call the church office
at 626-2421 and let Terri know by Tuesday, January 30, 2018. Confirmation will be held on Sunday, April 8
at 10:30 a.m. at Five Rivers State Park. Bishop Russell will be the celebrant and preacher at this service. This
service will be followed by our annual parish picnic at Five Rivers. Thack

The Parish Breakfast
prepared especially for you by our
St. Paul’s Men’s Group
will be held
Sunday, February 4th at 9:15 a.m.
in the Life Center.
Children Eat Free
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BINGO: We're baaack! Our first Bingo for 2018 is coming up Friday, January 26. Expect a return of the
delicious homemade spaghetti, salad, bread, desert and drink - still ONLY $5! If you want to reserve a table
for your group or for a birthday or another other special occasion, just let us know! We will fix you up! Don't
miss out! Dinner is served at 6 pm. Bingo will begin at 6:30. 11 games of Bingo are $20 for the packet of
cards. Everyone is invited! We hope you will join us for this great time of fun and fellowship! Remember, all
proceeds go to help pay for our wonderful Life Center!

Ecumenical Ministries - Help Restock the Shelves
February will be St. Paul's month to restock the Ecumenical Ministries Food Pantry! Bags will be available in
the narthex at the end of January. For more information please contact Airrior Norwood.

GREETINGS FELLOW SPRUCERS
This is just another quick reminder about the first sprucing day of this year, February 3 rd. If it isn’t going to
be below freezing that day. We will try to work around the Thrift Shop and the Garden of the Resurrection or
wherever you might have a pet project.
As usual, bring you yard tools and Thack and I will prepare breakfast to serve at 7:30. You don’t have to
come for breakfast but everyone is invited.

God’s peace,

Donna Brown
A few dates to remember….

January 26

Spaghetti Dinner/Bingo

6:00 p.m.

Life Center

January 28

Cursillo #160 Closing

4:00 p.m.

Beckwith Chapel

January 31

Great Wednesday @ 6

6:00 p.m.

Malone Hall

February 4-11

Family Promise

All Week

Malone Hall

February 6

Youth Confirmation Class

4:00 p.m.

Malone Hall

February 11

Fish Fry for Mission Trip

Noon

Malone Hall

February 11

Adult Confirmation Class

2:00 p.m.

Malone Hall

February 13

Pancake Supper

6:00 p.m.

Malone Hall

February 14

Ash Wednesday Services

7 a.m.,
Church
Noon, 6 p.m.

February 22-24

Diocesan Convention at St. Andrew’s, Destin
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What’s Happening in Chris Ed?

Children’s Chapel
With the start of a new year came to return of Godly Play! We took a year off to explore other avenues of
learning, and to give the kids a “fresh start” with the Godly Play curriculum. We have so far learned about
Epiphany, Baptism, and last week we learned about the Good Shepherd Parable. Over the next few weeks, we
will continue our journey with the Parable of the Good Samaritan, The Parable of the Great Pearl, and the
Parable of the Sower. Each parable is opened from a gold box which looks like a present, representing that
parables are gifts from a long time ago for each of us, and they are more valuable than gold! I hope our
children, one day, will grasp the true understanding of and importance of each of these parables and hide them
in their hearts.

Shrove Tuesday
Our youth will once again host our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 13 th at 6pm. Our Wednesday
Night Live crew will also take part in hosting! Even if you do not have a child in youth, you are still
encouraged to attend and share this meal with us!

SAVE THE DATE!
First Communion Class with Father Thack is right around the corner! We will be meeting for a class and
making Bread on Saturday, March 10th, and making our first communion together on March 11th! If you’re
child is interested, please let us know!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 13th, the youth will be preparing pancakes
for the parish to celebrate Shrove Tuesday/ Mardi Gras. Dinner
will be served at 6:00 p.m. Donations will be accepted to offset
the cost of the meal.

Why do we have Pancake Day?
Pancake Day, also known as Shrove Tuesday, is the feast day
immediately before Ash Wednesday which marks the start of the
40 days of Lent that lead up to Easter. Because its date is
determined by that of Easter Sunday, Pancake Day really is a moveable feast.

Why do Christians celebrate Pancake Tuesday?
Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to undergo in the past.
In shriving, a person confesses their sins and receives absolution for them. When a person receives absolution
for their sins, they are forgiven for them and released from the guilt and pain that they have caused them.
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Music Notes

What does the "S" stand for?
When you open the Hymnal 1982, and leaf through from the very beginning, you come immediately to the
first 288 entries, all labelled "S". The Service Music includes all the music we use in worship other than the
hymns and anthems.
Service Music includes the various parts of the Mass - the Glory to God, the Holy, holy, the Fraction
Anthems, the Canticles [these are the special songs for various holy days and seasons], the Great Litany, and
other special music.
Join the parish Choir for a special event. For example, join in to sing for the Easter Vigil or Easter Day or
Palm Sunday. Let me know and I'll get things set up for you and give you a schedule for rehearsals. We'd love
to have you.
Open the Books! This is not an order, but rather some gentle persuasion. After 15 years at St. Paul's, I know
pretty well what our level of participation in singing is. As Thack pointed out on Sunday, even if you don't
sing, please open the book and read along with the words. The whole point of having hymns sung is that the
tunes give the words extra support and a lift. I often hear people leaving church humming or whistling a tune.
I know of people who can sing whole hymns for memory. I know of people who have sung hymns by the
hour for dying family or friends. Even if you don't sing, but you do follow the words, the whole experience
can give you insight and strength and a lift for good times and bad.
Paul Anderson

John Strange prepares the servers schedules. If you cannot serve on the date
assigned, please let John and the verger know who your replacement will be.
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

BIBLE STUDIES

Sunday Worship
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:00 am

Sunday
Christian Education
(Life Center and
Malone Hall)
For Children and Adults
9:20 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am
Wednesday Worship
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
7:00 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
with Healing Service
Wednesday
12:00 pm (Noon)

Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
7:00 am
Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
(Library)
10:30 am
Great Wednesday
(Malone Hall)
6:00 pm
Potluck Supper and Study

VESTRY AND
OFFICERS
Term Ending
December 31, 2018
Roxanna Carpenter
Davis Daniel
Jim Jackson
Janet Norman
December 31, 2019
Sue Cody
Alice Frederick
Michael Koepp
Tom Walker
December 31, 2020
Bill Harrison
Liston Jones
Boyd Miller
Donna Nolte
~
Walker Jackson,
Youth Representative
Martha Lathan,
Clerk of the Vestry
Airrior Norwood,
Treasurer

Church Website

www.stpaulseasternshore.com
Email Address
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Phone
251-626-2421
Fax
251-626-2456
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Prayer Requests

Immediate Prayer Requests:
Glenn Addison, Tim Battles, Katie Hawkins Beale, Ray Bing, Jimmy Botts, Emily Hamric, Michele Hanson,
Odell James, Lisa Jenifer, Tamy Johnson, Annette Johnston, David Lee, Borden Morrow, Columbus Posey,
Peggy Possien, Paul Reese, Carol Rhodes, Shannon Rutledge, Cathy Slagle, Gene Stealey, Jennifer Stephens,
The Rev. Samford Turner
Ongoing Prayer Requests:
Paul and Ellie Anderson, Marie Baggett, Christopher Blackwell, Lil Brown, Clayton Brunson,
Clare Castleman, Jim Council, Margaret Cummins, Jerry DeLoney, Wanda Hall, Trevor Hawkes, Susan Hill,
Theresa Johnson, Olen Lambert, Andy Lipps, Jim Lonnergan, Dick McBride, Allen McKnight,
Bob McKnight, Drew McPherson, Clare Moran, Joey Pecarrere, Joe Plasteres, Al Rawls, Eleanor Reeves,
Grantham Lawrence Poole Reneau, Loren Rudolf, Ruth Skaggs, Phyllis Springen, Steven Stack, Gene Stealey,
Jed Steber, Albert Thompson, Sallie Thornton, Bill Waid, Jane Watkins, Caroline Yearty
For the Departed: The Reverend Canon William Maurice Branscomb, Jr., Dawn Dridan Radtke Cort
For Those Serving in the Military:
Matthew Cheatham, Jackson Deaton, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm, Chris Evans, Diana Evans,
Landis Fouts, Deron Frailie, George Garner, Steven Grey, Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley,
Daniel James, Matt Jones, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, David McMillan, Patrick Mong, Bryan Quinn,
Neil Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Taylor Santa Cruz, Neill Sevelius, Derek Siegel, Andy Tuttle, James Wallin,
Brad Yonkers
For those with Birthdays:
January 24-31
(24) Deanna Cook, (27) Donna Brown, William Johnson, Jr., Grace Kessler, (28) Christopher Dedrickson,
Candice Smith, (29) Margaret McKibbon, (30) Samuel Collier, Nick Shoultz, Emily Sheets,
(31) Glenn Robinson
February 1-29
(01) Mark Woodard, Jo-Anne Crawford, Susan Whatley, Mike Turnipseed, (02) Bryan Quinn,
Madison Taylor, (03) Jeff Phillips, Tyler Norman, Brianna Portman, (04) Barbara Brousseau,
Margaret Cummins, Martha Lathan, Barry Simpson, (05) Cynthia Op’t Holt, Rylie Allison,
(08) Peyton Brown, (09) Jim Gordon, (10) Adam Meshejian, (12) Randy Bridges, Betty Lee, Mark Powell,
Siddha Erickson, (13) Emmett Cox, (14) Rhonda Jones, (15) Margaret Waller, Amanda Balhatchet,
(16) Julia Warren, Dean Mosher, Devin Nash, (18) Lisa Chamberlain, Christopher Evans, (20) Holly Alves,
(22) Marina Hicks, (23) Terri Hare, Guy Lott, (24) Emeline Miller, Doris Hair, (25) Dick McBride,
(26) Gwen Simmons, Charles Michael, (28) Judy Reeves, Gary Dunn, Haley Hare, Vanessa Wilson,
(29) Dave Hale
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Fish Fry! Sunday, February 11, 2018 at Noon in Malone Hall.

Dine In or Carry Out!
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
For the past 13 years, teams from our Episcopal Diocese of the
Central Gulf Coast have been traveling to our companion diocese, the
Episcopal Diocese of the Dominican Republic, conducting both medical
and construction missions. Many members of St. Paul's, Daphne have
been strong supporters of this mission work. As a veteran of many
missions myself, I know we are doing God's work. This year, seven St.
Paul's parishioners will be among the twenty-one person team
participating in the Diocesan Construction Mission to the Dominican Republic in March. These
parishioners are Marty Ollinger, Arvis Leininger, Mike Koepp, Tim Michael, Coleman Wood,
Tom Walker and Howard Wilson. Our work this year will be to build an altar, pews, clergy chairs,
Bishop's chair and Baptismal Font for an Episcopal Church in a poor area outside Santo Domingo.
We are holding a fish fry in Malone Hall following
the 10:30 service on February 11. This is the Sunday
before Mardi Gras. All proceeds will go towards our
mission work in the Dominican Republic. Please come
enjoy a delicious fish dinner and support our work. The
dinner will consist of fried catfish, baked beans, coleslaw,
hushpuppies, lemonade and cake. You can dine in or carry
out.
Please come to the fish fry on February 11!
Thank you.
Howard Wilson
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NIGHT TO SHINE (Tim Tebow) PROM … coming to St. Paul’s!!

Friday, February 9, 2018 … 6pm to 9pm
On Friday night February 9 St. Paul’s will join more than 500 churches across the world
aglow with festive activities and laughter, ruled by kings in crowns and queens in tiaras, as
NIGHT TO SHINE PROM takes center stage! This exciting community event, associated with the
Tim Tebow Foundation, offers a PROM experience for those with special needs, age 14 on up …
along with a ‘heavenly’ host of volunteers and donors who create this magical night!

St. Paul’s LIFE center is honored to be that shining “happy place” in Daphne that will welcome
nearly 300 folks – participants, caregivers and volunteers – to NIGHT TO SHINE! We were
selected thanks to the dreams and efforts of Keri Harmeier and the Exceptional
Foundation Gulf Coast … and WOW what a night it will be!! The prom guests will be
greeted by ‘paparazzai’ as they walk the red carpet to enter a magical world and receive a
corsage or boutonniere. The evening is full of choices: fabulous food, photo booth fun, karaoke
room, game truck, limo ride, make-up, hair and shoe shine stations, and of course a live band
on stage to light up the dance floor … and there will be dancing – LOTS of dancing!! The view
from the balcony will allow parents and caregivers heart-melting glimpses of their dancers enjoying this night to remember!!

Nearly 200 high school, college and adult volunteers will be busy behind the scenes or directly
“on the floor” as ‘buddies’ to each participant! A highlight of the evening is a video appearance
by Tim Tebow who then asks each volunteer ‘buddy’ to place a crown or tiara on the head of
every excited and amazing prom guest … truly a moment everyone SHINES the light of Christ!!
So, you wonder, how can I support or enjoy this special night?

➢ First, please pray protection, safety and thanksgiving for the participants attending …for their
families and caregivers … for the volunteers, those in leadership and those who will clean up!

➢ If you know of a participant who would cherish an invitation, or know someone who would like
to volunteer please contact Keri 256.701.0149 or ntsdaphne@gmail.com

(volunteers must attend training and have background check by Daphne police)

➢ If you want to be “paparazzi” standing in front of LIFE center from 5:30pm – 6:30pm (no
training needed) and cheer those being dropped off as they walk – or strut - on the red carpet
into the PROM … call Linda 610.4959 or Keri 256.701.0149

➢ If you would like to donate food, supplies or funds please call Keri or Linda.
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The EXCEPTIONAL FOUNDATION is so excited to have this annual PROM in “our space” for
the second year in a row! The night will be truly dazzling and joyfully festive as befits a true
son or daughter of the King … as we are created in GOD’s image and likeness as HIS own sons
or daughters!
THANK YOU St. Paul’s Church for providing such a place as the LIFE center for this exceptional
event!!
Please see these sites for more information:
Info at: https://www.timtebowfoundation.org/ministries/night-to-shine
Donations Daphne NIGHT TO SHINE:
https://community.timtebowfoundation.org/fundraiser/1222566
submitted by Linda McNamara

__________________________________________________________________________________
Want a FUN preview??? Wanna have breakfast with Tim Tebow???

Come to St. Paul’s BREAKFAST on Super Bowl Sunday, February 4 beginning at 9am
TIM TEBOW will make a video appearance highlighting the NIGHT TO SHINE PROM …
you will get a super-sized charge out of this breakfast of champions!!
See ya’ then …
________________________________________________________________________________
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Return Service Requested

S t . P a u l ’s E p i s c o p a l C h u rc h
2 8 7 8 8 N o r t h M a i n S t re e t
D a p h n e , A l a b a ma 3 6 5 2 6
T h e R e v . T h a ck H . D y s on , R ect or
Pa u l An d e r s on , C hu rch Mu s i ci an
E l i z ab e t h Fa u s t, Ch ri st i an E du cat i on
T e r r i M c Mi l l an , Adm i n i st rat i v e A s si st an t
J o an M c K n i gh t , S taf f A ssi st an t
M a r k Co s tl ow , Li fe C en t er S ext on
M a r y H a u l a rd , Pre sch oo l —251 - 626 -2 774
O f f i c e H ou r s 8 : 00 a . m. — 4 : 3 0 p . m. ( M o n d a y - T h u rsd a y )
8 : 0 0 a . m. — N o on ( Fr i d a y )
C h u r c h T el e p h on e : 2 51 - 6 2 6 - 2 4 2 1 Fa x : 25 1 - 6 2 6 - 2 4 5 6
E - ma i l : of f i c e s tp au l s d a p h n e @ g ma i l . co m
T h ri f t S h op T e l ep h o n e : 2 51 - 6 2 6- 6 1 0 2
We worship together as we seek God, serve God ,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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