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Message from Thack
Seventeen years ago, terrorists crashed planes into the World Trade Center, Pentagon, and in a
Pennsylvania field. Two thousand nine hundred ninety-six people were killed (including nineteen hijackers)
and more than six thousand were injured. I had been the rector of St. Paul’s for a little over three weeks when
these attacks occurred.
For the remainder of 2001 and through most of the first decade in this millennium, there seemed to be
a corporate fear in this country that there would be another terrorist attack of the same scope as 9/11. People
were afraid to fly commercially and those that did were suspicious of all “middle eastern” looking passengers.
This national paranoia was inadvertently fueled by the newly created Department of Homeland Security
(founded on November 25, 2002). In 2002, DHS instituted a color-coded terrorist threat warning system that
always seemed to be on high alert.
While there has not been another terrorist attack in this country of the magnitude of 9/11, there has
been a succession of smaller terrorist attacks, both here and throughout the world. These smaller terrorist
attacks continue to provoke the collective angst of our country.
Our corporate fear is not limited to terrorist attacks. The weather events specific to our region of the
country usually heighten our anxiety this time of year. Many are fearful about the hurricanes churning in the
Atlantic. Hurricane Florence has been upgraded to a potentially catastrophic Category 4 hurricane and those
who live along the mid-Atlantic seaboard are preparing for the worst. There are currently two storms behind
Florence and a disturbance in the Gulf of Mexico. This is making many folks along the Gulf Coast a bit edgy.
Others are fearful about the future of our country. Our society is more polarized than ever. Hate groups
like Neo-Nazis that used to skulk in the shadows of society have come fully into the light, emboldened by the
current political divisions. What once passed for civil discourse in political matters has devolved into
rancorous personal attacks and partisanship on both sides of the political spectrum. Statesmanship today is not
much different than a World Wrestling Entertainment event and rather than being entertained, the audience is
frightened about what the future may hold.
It’s safe to say fear and paranoia have gripped a good bit of our country during most of my tenure at
St. Paul’s. Yet despite all that’s happened, I’m at peace for the most part. I’m at peace because I feel the
constant presence of God. I know God was on each of the planes that went down in 2001. God was with the
people in the World Trade Center and Pentagon as well. God has been with us and our neighbors through the
many hurricanes that have crashed into our shores since then and will be when the next wave of storms reach
land. Politically, I believe God is with us even when we don’t always listen to the better angels of our nature.
If you are feeling anxious about the future, trust that God is in the mix. One thing I do to remind
myself of that truth is to read Psalm 46. It brings instant peace to my soul.
Continued on page 2

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
‘Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.’
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Peace, Thack
RALLY DAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH!
Rally Day, our annual ministry fair, is scheduled for Sunday, September 30. We will have one service
that morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Life Center, followed by ministry sign-up, games and activities for every
generation. The men of the church will have a fish fry at noon and Howard Wilson told me to announce that
there is no cost for lunch and it’s an “all you can eat” affair. He assures me they will not run out of fish!
The theme for this year’s Rally Day is “Being a member of the team.” We at St. Paul’s are a
community called together by God to help build God’s Kingdom. We do this by demonstrating our love for
God and our neighbor through worship, ministry, service and evangelism. It takes teamwork to do ministry and
every member of St. Paul’s is integral to the success of our mission efforts. To highlight the “team” concept,
everyone is encouraged to wear to church that day their favorite sports jersey. It can be for a high school,
college or professional team. Most importantly, we ask that you show up and sign up.
Those who attend the 8:00 a.m. service are asked to also make the additional sacrifice of coming to
worship two hours later than usual. While I appreciate this time change may throw you off your usual Sunday
morning routine, your presence at Rally Day will be critical to our success. So please attend despite the time
change. I promise it will be worth the effort. Thank you. Thack
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Spiritual Growth

We are always looking for new ways to help you grow spiritually. Our Sunday school programs, Great
Wednesday's @ 6:00, weekly Bible studies, and youth formation are offered as means to help you grow into a
deeper understanding of God and of the Episcopal Church. Two new offerings will be made available in September.
First, beginning September 9, Bishop Russell and the Diocesan staff will offer a twelve-week program
called, "Praying the Collects of the BCP." Russell and the staff have selected twelve collects from the
Book of Common Prayer and will use them as platforms to help enrich our prayer lives.
A downloadable study guide with a list of the selected collects are now available on the Diocesan website
(www.diocgc.org). This is a study you can do anytime individually or as a group. I encourage everyone to
avail themselves of this presentation and embrace it as your spiritual study this fall.
The second offering is a twelve-week series beginning on September 19, 2018 about the history of the
Christian Church from the Reformation through World War II. It will be offered on Wednesday nights as a
part of our Great Wednesday @ 6:00 program. Please don't let the title of the program or the subject matter
intimidate you. It will not be twelve boring lectures but a "conversation" about the rise of Humanism,
Continental (European) Reformation, English Reformation, the ensuing religious wars that followed, Church
Development in England from the 17th-19th centuries, the birth of the Episcopal Church in America,
Christianity in the Modern World, and the Church and Contemporary Society. The series will be laced with
political intrigue, wars, egos and information about the positive reforms and abuse of power by the leaders of
the various religious movements. All of the skeletons in the Church's closet will be exposed as well as all the
good the Christian Church has done over the centuries.
Supper will be provided for this series, so please call the parish office and RSVP in advance so we can
have an accurate headcount. Child care will also be provided.
Peace,
Thack
St. Paul’s Communications
The parish office tries our hardest to communicate with our St. Paul’s Family to make everyone aware of
calendars, services, studies and activities that take place here each day. Here are some ways information is
made available:
1. The Website Homepage, www.stpaulseasternshore.com, includes the parish directory (you’ll need a
password, call the office), notifications special activities for each week and the weekly server’s schedule
including recent changes we receive.
2. Eblasts - Eblasts are sent out several times a week to advise everyone on important issues and events.
If you do not receive the eblast, please email us your email address to officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com to
request being added to the distribution list. The left hand column of the eblast has a list of our service
schedule.
3. Tentmaker - We send the Tentmaker newsletter twice a month. It is available via email, snail mail, and
also on our website.
4. Facebook - We have a Facebook page. Look at St. Paul’s Daphne. The Youth and Children also have
pages available.
5. E-Mail Prayer Chain- For prayer requests we have a prayer chain. You may email Phyllis Bruce any
requests you have at pobruce46@gmail.com. You may also be added to the prayer chain if you would like
to be notified of other’s prayer requests.
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News from “up the hill” at St. Paul’s Preschool …
WOW! So much has happened at the Preschool (and not just the rain-delay from Gordon) … we said
good-bye to Mary Haulard, Director the past 8 years, who recently moved to Orlando, and as the Board
seeks a new Director, the Preschool began another year of bringing early learning experiences to 37
fantastic children and their families!
At the September breakfast, the Men of the Church served plates with the speed of a Waffle House on
steroids as so many folks came to enjoy their great food and Preschool collected $166.00 in
PLAYGROUND pennies (thanks for ALL your generous donations: jars full of pennies, cruise funds
sacrificed, golf winnings handed over, pockets emptied and even those “green folded” pennies!!) … our
PLAYGROUND is being put together penny by penny … BUT watch it grow!! … be ready for another
fundraiser at the end of this month!
NOW enter our own St. Paul’s PRESCHOOL … SAINTS and SWINGERS …
Super THANKS to all the folks – St. Paul’s Men’s group, Preschool dads, moms, grandparents and teachers who gave time, muscle, sweat, blisters, advice and basic ‘cheerleading’ as newly purchased equipment went
into the empty playground space! It all began with the August 11 DEMO day as old splintered wooden
structures were taken down. Then September 8 and 9 swings were installed – now this is NOT your
momma’s backyard swing set – this is BIG – really BIG! Thanks to the labor and energy of men/women and
POWER equipment – 10 holes 4’ deep and 2.5’ wide were dug, the long swing poles were carried to the
playground and lifted into the holes, 42 bags - 80# each - of sackrete were mixed and poured into three of
the 10 holes (that’s FOUR TONS of concrete!!), the swing sets were then put together and lifted into each of
the remaining holes … NOW all that remains is to form a WHEELBARROW brigade on Saturday, September
15 at 8am to carry concrete from the mixer-truck to the final 7 holes and secure the swing sets!! Then add a
4” barrier around the swings and bring in the fiber-mulch - tested to be kid friendly for any falls!
A BIG Preschool thanks to Howard Wilson, Matt Cassity (the fearless leaders) and their crews, and to ALL the
strong, hard-working SAINTS and SWINGERS – names of all will be posted when the first swing is
tested and approved for use – then we’ll thank and applaud each one – with cheers!
#GOTEAMpreschoolPLAYGROUND!!
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Thank you to St. Paul’s Men’s Group for their hard work in
putting together a new playground for our preschool.
Thank you Bill Cody for his help and for this wonderful photograph.

Reclaiming Jesus Bible Study
Reclaiming Jesus is the subject of a movement sponsored by our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and other
elders of American denominations and religious groups. It deals with current tensions in American life.
A paper has been presented from this group of elders and there is a Bible study of 9 weeks to search through
scripture and look at the points made in the paper.

The Bible study will meet after the early service and breakfast on Wednesday mornings, beginning on
September 12th at 9:00 a.m.
You are welcome to join us and study the paper and the Bible with us and to make your own conclusions as to
how you might respond and act. There has been some push-back from various quarters and so it will be
interesting to explore what would Jesus say and do in response to the concerns raised by the Reclaiming Jesus
movement. You can pick up a copy of the Reclaiming Jesus paper from the credenza in the narthex.
Paul Anderson
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Music Notes
Our September Hymn of the Month: #421 in The Hymnal 1982 All glory be to God on high. Next time
you’re at church, read and reread and see if you discover which part of the regular Sunday-to-Sunday
liturgy this hymn can be used for. In the very early days of the Reformation, the need was for hymns
[known in Germany as chorales ] to be used for parts of the liturgy, in order to allow greater participation
by the whole congregation. This hymn was first used on Easter Day in 1523 and was written by Nicolas
Decius, who was helping Martin Luther to get things up and running with the liturgies quickly.
AN INVITATION TO ALL KIDS AND YOUTH OF THE PARISH: Our different music groups
welcome you as follows:
Hand Bell Choir- open to everyone from 5th grade on up. It helps if you can read music some, but
that is not required! We meet late Tuesday afternoons.
Parish Choir: open to all singers, from high school age on up [and to middle schoolers who will be
careful not to push their voice]. Meets Wed. 6:45 till 8:15 p.m. and Sunday mornings 9:45 till the end
of the 10:30 service.
New Song: open to all singers high school age and up. Meets Wed. 5 - 6 p.m. and Sundays 9:45 till the
end of the 10:30 service.
Taizé Prayer: we can use solo instruments, and singers as cantors [song leaders]. Taizé Prayer meets
monthly on the 3rd Thursday evening from 7 till 8 p.m. Rehearse when it works for your schedule!
To all singers: The Parish Choir would especially welcome, sopranos, altos and basses. If you’re not sure
what part you sing, let me know and I’ll find out what your singing range is.
Taizé Contemplative Prayer returns: We’ll meet on the 3rd Thursday evening of each month starting on
September 20, at 7:00 p.m. in the narthex. The only exception will be the month of April when Taize Prayer,
with Holy Eucharist, meets on the Monday of Holy Week at 6:00 p.m. In addition, on September 20 at 6:30,
Paul will show a well-produced short video of life at the Taizé Community in the village of Taizé, France.
That’ll be in the choir room. This service gives you yet one more opportunity to pray with other Christians
in a gentle service of songs, psalm, readings, with silent and spoken prayer in a peaceful, candlelit setting.
A BRAND NEW OFFERING- DISCOVERING GOD IN THE ARTS
This will be a mixed bag of the arts- music, poetry, film and drama, painting, sculpture! We’ll explore how
to find paths to God in these different art forms, even when they don’t say “spiritual” or “religious”. Any
topic you want to explore is fair game. Will meet on the 1st and 2nd Tuesday evenings of each month in the
choir room from 7:00 till 8:00. Starts Oct. 2nd. All welcome!
Paul
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Mark your calendar!
Thursday October 4.
It is the last fish fry of the year.
Call St. Paul’s office to make your reservation to ride the van.
Westminster residents get door to door service.
All others meet at St. Paul’s at 4:00.
.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Wednesday morning bible study has become something I look forward to every week. We discuss bible
stories, scripture we have questions about, and lift up one another in prayer. It is a blessing that I was asked to
lead bible study after Mary Alice moved in November of last year. It means so much to me to spend an hour
with the people who attend, and the group would be blessed by your presence.
For the upcoming bible studies, we plan to read and study the collects with the information provided by the
diocese. Please join us Wednesday mornings at 10:30 in the library beginning September 19. We look forward
to sharing our time with you.

If you have questions you can email me at
adriene.p.laporte@gmail.com or call/ text me at (334) 444-9489
Thank you,
Adriene LaPorte

Flu Shots
It’s THAT TIME OF YEAR again…yes, time for our annual flu shots! CVS will be hosting our flu shot
clinic this year on OCTOBER 7th from 9:00am – 10:30 during the monthly Parish Breakfast
(I will try to refrain from holding your food hostage until you get your flu shot!). Please take advantage of
this quick and easy way to get protection from one of the most miserable viruses around.
Bring your Medicare, Medicaid, and private insurance cards for a no copay vaccine. There will also be a
discounted cash price as well. Vaccine is available for everyone ages 3 and over.
I hope to see you all there so that I WON’T see any of you in Thomas Hospital with a flu related illness!
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From the Treasurer

Received to date: August 31, 2018

OPERATING FUND

Operating Pledges:

$296,903.00

Non Pledges:

$ 74,801.00

Thrift Shop:

$ 42,000.00

Reimbursed
(Books, food, etc.)

$ 24,430.00
$ 438,134.00

Operating Expenses

$ 455,234.00
($ 17,100.00)

BUILDING FUND
Received on Pledges:

$ 41,856.00

Received on 2018/19 Pledges

$ 75,010.00

Unpledged:

$ 9,456.00

Thrift Shop

$ 49,000.00

Fund Raisers

$ 7,356.00

Memorials

$ 81,994.00

Total Building Fund Income

$264,672.00

Paid on Loan $ 179,024
Balance on Loan: $2,986,095.00
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St. Paul’s BINGO and spaghetti dinner

Friday, September 28 …. 6 - 7:45pm
COME
gather together your family and friends to join the fun in the LIFE center
St. Paul’s Church
Friday, September 28 beginning with dinner at 6:00pm
EAT
6pm a delicious dinner is served at $5 per person
award-winning spaghetti dinner with crusty bread, green salad, homemade cake
iced tea or water … wine - for a donation!
PLAY BINGO
at 6:35pm everyone tests daubers, breathes deeply and prepares to play 11 exciting games
bingo cards are sold in a packet of 11 games – 3 tries on each game sheet
$20 each packet of 11 games
dollar jackpots for each game … the biggest one on the final game!

$UPER THANKS to the BINGO committee
for giving $6000.00 to the LIFE center from this year’s proceeds!!

HOORAY for helping fund the wonderful place we enjoy on the fourth Friday each month …
… such a place to spend LIFE with family, friends and daubers

St. Paul’s PRESCHOOL is searching for a DIRECTOR …
The PRESCHOOL, a ministry of St. Paul’s Church, is now accepting applications for Director. This person
must have a 4-year degree in education or related field, experience interacting with young children and have
administration or finance abilities. This 10-month position (optional summer weeks) requires 35-40 hours
per week. The Preschool employs 5 teachers and serves 37 children, ages 1 through 5 years, in a 9am – 1pm
core program with extended day options beginning at 7am and ending at 5:30pm. Applications are available
in the Preschool or Church office or by emailing Linda McNamara (bamamcs1@aol.com). Interviews will be
conducted this month for the position beginning October 1.
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

BIBLE STUDIES

Sunday Worship
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:00 am

Sunday
Christian Education
Children (McCann)
Adults (Malone Hall)
9:15 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am
Wednesday Worship
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
7:00 am

Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
6:00 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
with Healing Service
Wednesday
12:00 pm (Noon)

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
(Library)
10:30 am

Thursday Worship
3rd Thursday of each month:
Taize Prayer
(Narthex)
7:00 pm

Great Wednesday
(Malone Hall)
6:00 pm
Supper and Study

SEPTEMBER 20

GREAT WEDNESDAY WILL
RESUME ON
SEPTEMBER 19TH

Church Website

www.stpaulseasternshore.com
Email Address
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Phone
251-626-2421
Fax
251-626-2456
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VESTRY AND
OFFICERS
Term Ending
December 31, 2018
Davis Daniel
Jim Jackson
Janet Norman
December 31, 2019
Sue Cody
Alice Frederick
Michael Koepp, Jr. Warden
Tom Walker
December 31, 2020
Bill Harrison, Sr. Warden
Liston Jones
Boyd Miller
Donna Nolte
~
Martha Lathan,
Clerk of the Vestry
Airrior Norwood,
Treasurer

What’s Happening in Chris Ed?

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
Want to get involved? I have a wonderful opportunity for everyone to get involved in Children’s
Ministry on Wednesday nights! We have had a lot of growing interest in a program for the kids
during Great Wednesdays, and I have been praying continuously for ways to help our WNL
program bloom and grow! Last WNL, we had so many children, grades 1-8, come to worship and
have exciting social opportunities! I would like to try out having a few volunteers come so we
can eat and worship together and then separate for small group times and activities that can be
more centered toward their age and learning developments so they will get the most out of their
times. We also need volunteers to supply meals… pizza is always appreciated but the more
mouths we have to feed, the more expensive it is to feed them! ☺ I am so happy our WNL group
is growing, and I do not want to turn any child away from having a fun, learning experience,
as they develop a relationship with our Lord.
We will have our next WNL on 9/19 @6 in the underground. It is also the first Great Wednesday
for adults of the fall season… a great time for your family to come together!
Please contact me if you feel called to help us in any way! We will be meeting twice a month
through November!

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL- SUNDAYS @ 8 AND 10:30 SERVICES
We are back to 8:00 children’s chapel and we had a surprising turnout! We will be meeting
through April for 8:00 chapel. Drop off is in the nursery on Sunday mornings just for the 8:00
service and we will walk over to the chapel together!
**Sunday, October 6, there will not be 8:00 children’s chapel service, however, we will still have
a 10:30 children’s chapel in McCann Hall**
In both chapel services we have been learning about Joseph. Because there is so much to grasp
from the story of Joseph, we have stretched it into a 3 week learning experience. We’ve made
Joseph puppets, had a colorful coat for snack, and had a coat making relay race. I hope that
through these last couple of weeks, they have grasped the concepts of relying on God, even when
things get bad, and never giving up on the Father who loves us and has amazing plans for our
lives, just like Joseph!

RALLY DAY!!
It’s that time of year, and we are going to have the best Rally Day EVER this year! We will have
1 service at 10:00 in the Life Center, followed by a fish fry hosted by the men’s group. We will
still have Chapel that day. Please wear your favorite team’s jersey that day! We’re going to have
a great day of fellowship and fun!
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Return Service Requested

S t. P au l’s Ep iscop al Chu rch
2 8 7 8 8 No r th M ain S tr ee t
Dap h n e , Al ab a ma 3 6 5 2 6
Th e R e v . Th a c k H . D ys o n , Re c t o r
P a u l A n d e rso n , C hu rc h M u s i c i an / O rg a ni st
Ma rk C o s t l o w , L i f e C e n t e r S e x to n
Ti n a Eri c ks o n , Y ou t h l e a d e r
El i z a b e t h Fa u s t , C h r i s t i a n Edu c a t io n
J o a n Mc Kn i gh t , S t a ff As s i s t a nt
Te rri M c M i l l a n , Ad m i n i s t ra t i v e As s i s ta n t
B e c k y C o s t l o w , Ma n a ge r -- S t . P a u l ’s Thri ft S h o p -- Te l e p h on e : 2 51 - 6 26 -6 1 02
M a r y H a u l a rd , A d mi n i s t ra t o r -- S t . Pa u l ’s Pr e s c h o o l — 2 5 1-6 2 6 -2 77 4
O ffi c e H o u rs 8 : 0 0 a .m. — 4 : 30 p .m. (Mo n d a y -Th u rs d a y)
8 : 00 a .m. — N o o n (Fri d a y)
C h u rc h Te l e ph on e : 2 5 1 -6 26 - 2 42 1 Fa x : 2 5 1 -6 26 - 2 45 6
E - ma i l : o ffi c e s t p a u ls d a ph n e @gma i l .c o m
We worship together as we seek God, serve God ,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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