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When you enter the room 
you’ll smell freshly brewed 
coffee and warm egg 
breakfast dishes prepared 
that morning. You’ll see 
tables covered with crisp 
white tablecloths and a vase 
of flowers. Other women 
have already gathered in the 
room waiting to welcome 
new and old friends. This 
is the start of a JAM (Just 
Among Moms) meeting.

“It’s a great time to 
focus on what YOU need, 
whether it’s a quiet rest 
time, something new to 
think about, or time with 
friends.”—Eleanor Whitney

The group welcomes 
moms of every age, from 
every life stage. We gather 
from 9:30–11:30 AM on the 
first and third Wednesdays 
of each month to explore 

the depths of our souls. 
Who am I outside of being 
a caretaker for others? What 
goals, dreams and aspira-
tions do I have? How can 
I feel supported by the 
other women at JAM? We 
try to answer these types 
of questions, and more, by 
inviting speakers, completing 
devotionals or journaling. 
Other times we watch funny 
or inspirational You Tube 
clips and have fun discus-
sions at our tables.

“JAM is great as a mom 
to take time out for yourself 
& enjoy a yummy brunch & 
chat with other moms.” 
—Lisa Callan.

Child care is available 
in the Phoenix Center gym 
for children who are not in 
school during the meeting 
time. JAM is an outreach of 

JAM ~ Just Among Moms
By Kristin Matthews

SVPC and open to friends 
of our church and our 
community.

Come; just as you are.  

https://www.svpc.us/groups/jam.php
https://www.svpc.us/groups/jam.php
https://www.svpc.us/groups/jam.php
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February
1 Just Among Moms (JAM), 9:30 AM, Coleman Room 
 FLASH, 6–7:45 PM, Gym
 CLUE, 7–8:45 PM, Youth Room
3 FLASH Dodgeball, 7 PM, Gym
5 Food drive for those in our community served by 

Sunnyvale Community Services 
 FLASH DPA, 11:05 AM, Gym
7 Special Needs Support Group, 9:30–10:30 AM, 

Coleman Room
8 FLASH, 6–7:45 PM, Gym
 CLUE, 7–8:45 PM, Youth Room
12 Family Worship Service (child care available for 

children up to kindergarten)
 Rainbow Choir (TK/K–2nd) sings and LOGOS 

handchimes play at 10 AM
 FLASH DPA, 11:05 AM, Gym
 CARAVAN Unveiling, 6:15 PM, Fellowship Hall
13 Deadline for January newsletter articles
15 Just Among Moms (JAM), 9:30 AM, Coleman Room 
 FLASH, 6–7:45 PM, Gym
 CLUE, 7–8:45 PM, Youth Room
16 Special Needs Support Group, 7–8:30 PM, Fireside Room
19 FLASH DPA, 11:05 AM, Gym
 Women’s Retreat registration deadline
20 Church office closed
21 Session meets 
22 No LOGOS, No FLASH/CLUE (Winter Break)
24 Organ and Sackbut in Recital, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary
26 FLASH AM, Gym, 10–11 AM
 SAGE Luncheon, 11:20 AM, Fellowship Hall

February Calendar
A quick look at what’s happening at SVPC this month...

Where is that?

Coleman Room  
(Bldg 700)

Fellowship Hall 
(Bldg 300)

Fireside Room  
(Bldg 200)

Gym, Phoenix Center  
(Bldg 700)

Sanctuary (Bldg 100) 
Soulé Hall (Room 501, 

Bldg 500)
Youth Room, Phoenix 

Center (Bldg 700)



March
1 Family-Friendly Ash Wednesday Service and Potluck, 

5:15 PM, Sanctuary
 Traditional Ash Wednesday Service, 7:30 PM, 

Sanctuary
3 Knights and Dragons by Santa Clara Chorale and 

The Music School, 7 PM, Sanctuary
3–5 Women’s Retreat, Presentation Center, Los Gatos
5 Lenten Community Dinners begin, 6:15 PM, 

Fellowship Hall
12 Daylight Savings Time begins
19 Annual Congregational Meeting
26 Spring Choir Concert, 7 PM, Sanctuary

Go green!
Go Green! Consider joining 
the nearly 420 individuals 
and families that now receive 
their newsletter electroni-
cally. The online edition 
arrives sooner, contains the 
same articles plus vivid full-
color photos and live links, 
and can be easily shared 
with family and friends, all 
while helping reduce our 
carbon footprint! Opt-in 
by sending an e-mail to 
newsletter@svpc.us with 
your request.

Newsletter 
Deadlines
The newsletter deadline is 
Monday, February 13 for 
the March edition. Articles 
may be up to 120 words in 
length. Send your article to 
newsletter@svpc.us, and, 
if possible, include a photo 
with your article.

mailto:newsletter@svpc.us
mailto:newsletter@svpc.us


the other (refugees and 
immigrants). 

As a congregation and 
as individuals, let’s commit 
to being on the right side 
of justice and the right side 
of history. Let’s choose to 
stand in the gap and use 
our privilege and power and 
voice to live out the prophet 
Micah’s call on our lives to 
act justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with our 
God. And let us commit 
to calling one another to 
do this actively, not letting 
complacency set in with the 
passing of time. It is always 
the right time to do justice. 
And this is our time to reach 
out in these ways with the 
love of Jesus. 

when we will be chal-
lenged to make a difference 
regarding issues of race an 
immigration. 

Our sermon series in 
February is “What Now?” 
and will look at stories as 
they relate to justice in the 
New Testament. 

Our Mission & Service 
team has been working to 
discern where we as a church 
will focus our efforts as we 
move forward. You will be 
hearing about ways we want 
to make a difference both 
with our financial resources 
and also with the time, skills, 
gifts, and energy of our 
congregation in  the areas 
of homelessness, poverty, 
hunger, and welcoming 

Dear Friends,
In this season we as a 
church are taking a closer 
look at justice. From the 
election season through to 
the inauguration and the 
Women’s March, it has 
become clear that justice has 
come to—and needs to be 
on—the front burner. 

We’ve explored pieces 
of the story of Abram in 
the book of Genesis in 
our sermon series called 
“Compelled to Sojourn,” 
many have attended the class 
called “What Does the Bible 
Have to Say About Justice?” 
on Sunday mornings, and 
as I write, our Jim Wallis 
event is just one week away 

The View From Here
by Rev. Karin Hejmanowski

“It is always the right time to do justice.”



Session Summaries 
December 20 and January 17 Session Meetings 

December and January session meetings opened their 
worship time with prayer, John 12:46, lighting of the 
Christ candle and affirmation of the church’s vision; session 
reviewed and approved each month’s Consent Docket. 

In December, the Clerk of Session shared some corre-
spondence; session received financial and stewardship reports 
from the Comptroller; Paul Scholz—new Director of Youth 
Ministry—was introduced and shared some of his faith 
journey; session met with elders-elect. There was an extended 
time of gratitude for outgoing elders. Pastor Debbie Whaley 
reflected on the character and spirit of each outgoing elder 
and clerk as they served God and the congregation. Each was 
presented with a framed picture which included a scripture 
selected for that person.

In January, session’s time together included reflections on 
where individual session members have seen God at work; 
financial and stewardship reports from the Comptroller, and 
reports from Ministry Resources, Mission and Service, and 
Personnel. January’s time together was closed with prayer in 
small groups for the congregation and corporately with the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Rooted in Christ...
Sunnyvale Presbyterian offers everyone an opportunity to connect with the church community.

https://www.svpc.us/who/session.php


Women’s Retreat—Transformation: 
the Work of God in our Midst 
March 3–5, Presentation Center, Los Gatos

Join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship and spiritual trans-
formation in the midst of God’s beauty in the hills above 
Los Gatos. Speaker Mary Ellen Azada will guide us as we 
allow God to transform our lives personally and within our 
community. Free time activities offer the chance to pull away 
from the stresses of everyday life and connect/reconnect with 
other women of the church.

The Rev. Azada is the Executive Director of Call 
Discernment at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
CA with more than two decades of experience serving in 
ministry and pastoral roles.

The cost is $250 for the full weekend (includes two night’s 
lodging, six meals and program) or $110 for Saturday only 
(includes Saturday lunch, dinner and program).

Register online at www.svpc.us/womens_retreat. Pay 
online using PayPal, or drop off a check (made payable 
to SVPC) at the church office. Registration deadline is 
February 19; no refunds after this date.

Questions? Please contact Julie Clinton at 
womens_retreat@svpc.us.

“We are surrounded 
with the evidence 
of metamorphosis 
in nature. Yet, 
in our own lives, 
changes necessary to 
our growth can be 
elusive. The Risen 
Christ meets us in 
our brokenness and 
vulnerability and 
leads us on a journey 
of growth, challenge 
and renewal.”

Rev. Mary Ellen Azada

https://www.presentationcenter.org
http://www.svpc.us/groups/womens_retreat.php
mailto:womens_retreat@svpc.us


Hospitality Supports 
Mourning Families
When church families schedule memorial services in our 
sanctuary, they may request a reception to follow. We are 
happy to provide a reception, but we need an expanded team 
to set up the reception, prepare coffee and punch, put out 
food, serve and clean up. On average we host one reception 
each month.

We have a great memorial team but need more help. 
Would you would be willing to be notified to help a couple 
hours when you are able? Contact Diane Schouten, 
Memorial Team Leader, at 408-505-6114 or diane@svpc.us. 
Training and clear instructions are available. Consider 
joining the Memorial Team to offer hospitality to families at 
a tender time. It’s a rewarding way to serve. 

A Wealth of Resources 
By Miriam Kishi 

Do you know that in addition to the great resources in our 
church library, we’re a member of the Northern California 
Ecumenical Media Resource Center (MRC), and their 
resources are available to anyone in our church as well? 

Small groups, committees, and classes of all ages can 
check out media for a one-time session or series. Individuals 
can check out media for personal study and inspiration, 
and families can enjoy DVDs, videos and Bible computer 
programs. 

The MRC catalog is online. Items can be mailed if you 
pay the postage, or picked up and returned to the MRC, 
which is located at the Campbell Methodist Church on 
Winchester near Hamilton Avenue.

 www.emrclibrary.org

mailto:diane@svpc.us
http://www.stonechurch.org/MediaCenter/index.html
http://www.stonechurch.org/MediaCenter/index.html
http://www.stonechurch.org/MediaCenter/index.html


From Generation toGeneration

Sunday, October 30
Celebrating 60 years in community!

“Then we your people,
 the sheep of your pasture,
will thank you forever and ever,
      praising your greatness

from Generation toGeneration.
           —Psalm 79:13

 “Then we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
  will thank you forever and ever,
       praising your greatness from generation to generation.” 
              —Psalm 79:13 

Financial Update through November
Tavie Armfield, Church Comptroller

We are three-fourths of the way through our fiscal year, 
which began in April, and here is how we are doing as of 
December 31.

These positive results come 
from a faithful congregation 
who gives more than they 
have committed. Thank you! 
The fourth quarter of our 
fiscal year (January–March) typically reflects a deficit, so we 
expect to end the fiscal year with a smaller surplus.

SAGE Luncheon
February 26, 11:20 AM, 
Fellowship Hall

Inviting all SAGEs to enjoy 
a wonderful musical perfor-
mance and luncheon. The 
music will be provided by 
The Boomerang Quartet, 
Dave Morley’s beloved bar-
bershop ensemble. The cost is 
only $5. Bring a friend!

Reaching Out In Love.
Christ commands us to love one another as He loves us. Here’s how.

 $1,482k   Income
-$1,300k Expenses

 $   182k Surplus

SAGE
Seniors Actively

Growing & Engaging



New Electronic 
Drums!
We are excited to announce 
that we have purchased elec-
tronic drums for the chancel 
in the sanctuary. This means 
there will no longer be a 
need for a drum cage. The 
electronic drums facilitate 
appropriate music for our 
contemporary worship 
service, while maintaining 
the aesthetics for our tra-
ditional and contemplative 
worship services. Thank you 
for your patience over these 
months.

Organ and Sackbut in Recital
February 24, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary

Gayle Martin and Linda Pearse will present a recital of 
Renaissance, Baroque, and contemporary music for organ 
and sackbut. (The sackbut, a Renaissance-era brass instru-
ment, is the predecessor of the trombone.) This program will 
feature music by European masters Sweelinck, Frescobaldi, 
Lubeck, and Buxtehude along with more recent music by 
Canadian composers Healey Willan, Gerald Bales, Petr Eben 
and Denis Bédard. 

Gayle is music professor, organist, and choral director 
at Mount Allison University in Sackville, New Brunswick, 
Canada. Linda teaches at Mount Allison and Indiana 
Universities and tours and performs internationally. Invite 
your friends and family to this free recital, and to the 
reception following in Fellowship Hall. For more informa-
tion contact Valerie Sterk at valeriesterk@gmail.com.

Cameron Heath, drummer 
for Intersections Music Team

mailto:valeriesterk@gmail.com


Calling All Singers for Our  
Alumnae and Faculty Choir at  
The Music School’s 40th Celebration
The Music School’s 40th anniversary celebration will be 
Saturday, May 20 at 7 PM in the Phoenix Center gym. 
We need your voices for our special choir presentation. 
Rehearsals will be minimal and the fun will be maximum! 
If you would like to receive the music in advance, let us 
know as we would be happy to provide it. We will have one 
or two rehearsals in May and another before the concert on 
Saturday, May 20. (If you can only make the rehearsal that 
day, it’s okay—we will catch you up.)

Please reply to doris@svpc.us or zach@svpc.us so we can 
get you the details (and make sure all the parts are covered).

Knights and 
Dragons
Friday, March 3, 7 PM, 
Sanctuary

The Santa Clara Chorale 
will be joining The Music 
School for a fantastic per-
formance featuring classical 
and folk songs about knights, 
dragons, fairy tales, and 
more. For ticket information, 
visit SCC.org. We hope to 
see you there!

 Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church
728 West Fremont Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94087

(408) 739-9248

http://themusicschool.org/
mailto:doris@svpc.us
mailto:zach@svpc.us
http://www.scc.org
http://themusicschool.org/


Online: What’s at svpc.us
Women’s Ministry—•	 www.svpc.us/groups/womens
Safe Church—•	 www.svpc.us/difference/safechurch
Library—•	 www.svpc.us/calendar/library

E-mail — info@svpc.us

Like us on Facebook: 
SVPC — facebook.com/SunnyvalePres 
Youth — facebook.com/SVPCYFM 
Children’s — facebook.com/SVPCMWC
JAM—facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale

In Our Thoughts and Prayers... 
For the loss of loved ones: Chris Derr’s father (Phaon Derr); 

Kathleen Newby’s uncle (Morris Peterson); Gloria 
Yang’s husband, Irene and George Yang’s father and 
Joey Lee’s father-in-law (Robert Yang); the families of 
Barbara Gamberg and Ralpha Yount 

For cancer treatment: Bob Meyers; Sally Morefield; Nancy 
Norris

For recovery: Anneka Bear; Max Gilleland

In Celebration... 
We celebrate the 93rd 
birthday of Charles Osborn!

http://www.svpc.us/groups/womens
http://www.svpc.us/difference/safechurch
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/library
mailto:info@svpc.us
https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvalePres
https://www.facebook.com/SVPCYFM
https://www.facebook.com/SVPCMWC
http://www.facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale


Family-Friendly Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 1, 5:15 PM

Everyone is invited to a family friendly Ash Wednesday service. Imposition of ashes and 
hands on Lenten experiences will be a part of this interactive worship service. All are wel-
come—young in age and young at heart. New this year: 
please bring a potluck dish to share and stay for family dinner 
in Fellowship Hall after the service!

Traditional Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 1, 7:30 PM

Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of placing 
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful as a sign of repentance. Child care will be available in 
Room 901 for ages six months and older.

     Ash Wednesday, Season of Lent, Lenten Opportunities, and Holy Week: www.svpc.us/lent
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