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If you’ve ever sat in the 
balcony during a Sunday 
morning worship service 
you’ve had a bird’s eye view 
of the tech booth where you 
likely saw a video recorder, a 
projectionist, a sound tech, 
and a lighting tech—all 
staffed by volunteers who 
are part of the SVPC Geek 
Team.

These special volunteer 
jobs are not about just being 
button-pushers. It’s all about 
helping people experience 
the love of Christ by creating 
excellent, distraction-free en-
vironments. The SVPC Geek 
Team helps set the stage, 
both literally and figura-
tively, for people to hear the 
Gospel. It’s often said that 
serving in the area of tech is 
one of the best places in the 
church for people with more 

technical minds—and often 
more introverted personali-
ties—to shine while making 
a real difference. That’s just 
part of the truth. Interest in 
music, the arts, production, 
or video graphics along with 
a servant’s heart, a willing-
ness to learn, and ability to 
focus can fit well also.

The SVPC Geek Team 
includes non-worship related 
tech tasks too. For example, 

SVPC Geek Team
By Suzanne Ungson, Director of Communication and Technology

Charlie Conklin and Dick 
Wolff installed SVPC’s 
wireless network; Bob 
Stoddard helps often with 
audio-visual equipment; Al 
Stewart helps make DVD 
copies of Sunday’s services. 
Most Sundays Ed Ranck 
sets up the music equipment 
for the Intersections music 
team. You’re invited to join 
the fun! Contact Suzanne at 
suzanne@svpc.us.  

mailto:suzanne@svpc.us


and hear more what session 
has been dreaming about for 
another associate pastor to 
join the staff.

On another front, we 
are now 100% solar. This 
project started as a casual 
conversation I had with 
Marshal Merriam well over 
a year ago. He then took the 
idea, did the research, and 
walked with us through the 
planning process. Thank you 

to Marshal and Ministry 
Resources for the countless 
hours you spent bringing this 
vision to life!

As we look to the future, 
my time as your Interim 
Pastor comes to an end. 
June 25 will be my last time 
preaching and June 28 will 
be my last day in the office. 
After that, I head to the 
Middle East for a month 

where I will spend two weeks 
in Lebanon working with 
Syrian refugees and then two 
weeks in Israel/Palestine. 

It has been my joy to serve 
alongside your wonderful 
staff and elders. You have 
been a blessing to me in 
more ways than I can count.  
I knew when I was hired 
that I was called to love and 
then leave you. I had no 
idea how generous your love 

would be to me. My heart 
is full of gratitude that our 
paths crossed. I treasure each 
and every moment we have 
shared together.   

Blessings,

Dear Friends,
May seems to have 

whizzed by. Can you 
believe it has already been 
a month since we elected 
the Rev. Hardy Kim to 
be the next head of staff 
at SVPC? We are thrilled 
to announce that his first 
Sunday preaching will 
be July 30. So mark your 
calendars, rearrange your 
vacations, and invite your 
friends! This is going to be 
a milestone day for SVPC 
as we officially begin the 
journey with Hardy as our 
pastor.

Behind the scenes, 
we have been working to 
prepare for Hardy’s arrival. 
The last bits of work in 
this transition season are 
coming to an end. We want 
to bring all of you up to 
date on our plans to make 
Hardy’s orientation to our 
church a big success. Come 
to a Town Hall meeting on 
Sunday, June 18 right after 
the 10 AM service for the 
latest details about Hardy 

The View From Here
by Rev. Debbie Whaley

“I knew when I was hired that I was called to 
love and then leave you. I had no idea how 
generous your love would be to me.”



June
4 Food drive for those in our community served by 

Sunnyvale Community Services 
 Last day of regular Church School
5 BBCLUE, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
7 FLASHBQ, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
8 Spice Dinner, 6 PM, Country Gourmet, Sunnyvale
11 Summer Church School begins
 All-Church Picnic, 11 AM–2 PM, Las Palmas Park
12 Deadline for newsletter articles & graduation 

announcements
 BBCLUE, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
12–16 Vacation Bible School 9:30 AM–12 PM
13 CLUE—lunch and a movie, after VBS,  

contact youth@svpc.us
14 FLASHBQ, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
15 FLASH & CLUE, 12 PM, Water Wars!  

Lunch provided, bring a towel, Church campus
18 Vacation Bible School children sing in worship, 10 AM, Sanctuary
 Town Hall, 11 AM, Sanctuary
19 BBCLUE, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
20 Session meets
21 FLASHBQ, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
26 BBCLUE, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park
28 FLASHBQ, 6:30–8 PM, Serra Park

Looking Ahead
July 9–Aug. 27 (Sundays) Summer Community Dinners after Intersections, Trinity Court
July 15–23  CARAVAN
August 6  CARAVAN Sunday
September 1–4 Redwood Glen Camp, Loma Mar, CA

June Calendar
A quick look at what’s happening at SVPC this month...

Where is that?

Coleman Room  
(Bldg 700)

Fellowship Hall 
(Bldg 300)

Fireside Room  
(Bldg 200)

Gym, Phoenix Center  
(Bldg 700)

Sanctuary (Bldg 100) 
Soulé Hall (Room 501, 

Bldg 500)
Youth Room, Phoenix 

Center (Bldg 700)



Calling All 
Graduates
Let us celebrate your high 
school or college graduation 
in the July church newsletter. 
Send your name, the school 
from which you are graduat-
ing, and your future plans 
to youth@svpc.us or call 
the church office and leave 
a message. Please inform us 
by Monday, June 12 to be 
included in the newsletter.

Rooted in Christ...
Sunnyvale Presbyterian offers everyone an opportunity to connect with the church community.

What are Your Favorite Hymns?
Valerie Sterk, SVPC organist

During August, we’ll precede our 10 AM worship services 
with a hymn sing beginning at 9:50 AM. Which hymns will 
we sing? We’d like to again feature the favorite hymns of our 
congregation—our “top 10” or “top 20” for summer 2017.

On each Sunday in July look for a hymn-ballot box in 
Trinity Court after the 10 AM worship services. You can write 
down your all-time favorite hymn, and place your hymn-vote 
in the ballot box (one hymn-vote per ballot, please). Valerie 
will tally the votes and give our list of top hymn favorites to 
the pastors, who will lead the August hymn sings. We’ll also 
try to weave your favorite hymns into 10 AM worship services 
throughout the year.

Arrive 10 minutes early Sundays in August for an oppor-
tunity to warm up your souls and singing voices with our 
favorite hymns. Vote often and sing joyfully!

Pastoral Care Team 
Lynn Peterson

The Pastoral Care Team (PCT) at Sunnyvale Presbyterian 
Church augments the care our pastors provide. The PCT 
(currently 10 people) is commissioned to this ministry and 
trained to extend Christ’s love to people experiencing urgent 
and on-going pastoral needs for grief, surgery, or long-term health issues.

I am a member of the PCT and I write personal notes to people experiencing grief and 
health issues. Responses back to me directly or through the church office affirm the im-
portance of walking alongside people, holding them in prayer, and sharing their grief and 
concerns.

The PCT receives names from Jean Ranck in the church office on a weekly basis. Please 
contact the church office if you need our support. 

mailto:youth@svpc.us
http://www.svpc.us/groups/nurture.php


Session Summaries 
May 16 session meeting

The April session meeting worship time opened with reflec-
tion, prayer, reading John 12:46, lighting the Christ candle 
and affirming the church’s vision. Session reviewed and 
approved the consent docket. Ministry updates included:

Financial Report•	
Initial review of the job description and timeline for a •	
second associate pastor
Charter reviews from Discipleship, Worship, and •	
Nominating ministry teams
Emerging partnership with Amigos de Guadalupe•	
Update on the onboarding for •	 Hardy Kim.

Session closed their time together in small groups with prayers 
for the church, and corporately with the Lord’s Prayer.

Go green!
Go Green! Consider 
joining the more than 430 
individuals and families 
that now receive their 
newsletter electronically. 
The online edition arrives 
sooner, contains the same 
articles plus vivid full-color 
photos and live links, and 
can be easily shared with 
family and friends, all 
while helping reduce our 
carbon footprint! Opt in 
by sending an e-mail to 
newsletter@svpc.us with 
your request.  

Newsletter 
Deadlines
The newsletter deadline is 
Monday, June 12 for the 
July newsletter. Articles 
may be up to 120 words in 
length. Send your article to 
newsletter@svpc.us, and, 
if possible, include a photo 
with your article.

Welcome Beth Treitel, Worship Director
Beth Treitel joins the staff in the newly created role of Worship 
Director. Beth brings many years of dedication and experience 
to this position as well as her love for worship. In addition to 
scheduling and serving as the point person for worship, she 
will be working closely with 
the music staff and will serve 
as their supervisor. She will be 
on campus Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Beth can be 
reached at beth@svpc.us or 
650-766-7352.

mailto:newsletter@svpc.us
mailto:newsletter@svpc.us
mailto:beth@svpc.us


Summer Church School Begins June 11
The last Sunday for our regular church school programs—
Blast, Stars, iBlast, iStars, and Choir—will be June 4. On 
June 11, our summer church school programs will begin. 
Our summer programs allow for greater flexibility and 
smaller numbers as many of us go on vacation throughout 
the summer months. It is during these months that the 
older children participate in a shortened version of a worship 
service. They practice the doxology, share prayers, sing 
hymns, read scripture and hear a very short sermon. There is 
also time for crafts, games, Bible skill sheets, books, music, 
and free choice, emphasizing some aspect of our theme. This 
year we will be learning about children in the Bible.

We will need some parents to stay and assist us when 
possible. Please consider helping this summer. There is no 
preparation involved for volunteers for our summer church 
school programs. If everyone volunteers at least once, we will 
be covered! Contact Carol Heath at carol@svpc.us to sign up 
to help. 

All-Church Camp— 
Discover the Singing Heart within Us
Labor Day Weekend, September 1–4, Redwood Glen

Join us for All-Church Camp in the beautiful setting of 
Redwood Glen, where our speaker will lead us to “Discover 
the Singing Heart within Us.” Sign up in Trinity Court 
after worship or contact Anneka or Stephen Bear at 
bear.churchcamp2017@gmail.com.

Summer Church 
School Meeting 
Locations

Current 3- and 
4-year-old children 
and entering kinder-
garteners will meet 
together in Room 901 
in the morning and 
the evening for their 
summer program. 
Children entering 1st 
through 6th grade (in 
fall of 2017) will meet in 
Fellowship Hall.

http://www.svpc.us/groups/blast.php
mailto:carol@svpc.us
mailto:bear.churchcamp2017@gmail.com


Children’s Ministry Staff Goodbyes
It is with mixed feelings that we say goodbye to two staff 
members from Children’s Ministry. Kristin Matthews 
and Sara Grignon are stepping down from their positions 
at SVPC. 

Kristin has been SVPC’s Children’s Intersections 
Associate for the past five years. She also helped envision and 
implement the Just Among Moms (JAM) program and co-
coordinated our Parent’s Night Out program. Kristin will be 
greatly missed. 

Sara has been with us for just one short year, but has had 
a huge impact on our Special Needs program. Her ability 
to connect with parents, special needs buddies and students 
with special needs is remarkable. This program has thrived 
under her direction. 

Even as we know how much we will miss Kristin, Sara 
and their families, we also send them off to their next ad-
ventures with a great sense of joy, knowing that their time 
with us has enabled them to go out of this place and lead 
in ministry elsewhere. We believe that God has incredible 
things in store for these families as they move into the next 
phase of their lives. 

Spice Dinner 
Thursday, June 8, 6 PM, 
Country Gourmet

Our 50s+ Singles 
Group, Spice, 
will enjoy a 
no-host dinner 
at Country 
Gourmet in 
Sunnyvale. Join us and enjoy 
a pleasant meal with the 
group. This is a wonderful 
way to make new friends 
and enjoy an evening out. 
For more information 
please contact Melanie 
Prolo at 408-394-9311 or 
melanieprolo@gmail.com.

Let Us Know If...
If you’ve moved, changed 
your email address or phone 
number and you’re not sure 
we have the correct info, 
send us your contact info 
and we’ll update our records. 
Send the following to 
membership@svpc.us:

your name•	
preferred email address•	
home address•	
preferred telephone •	
number

Kristin Sara

http://www.svpc.us/groups/jam.php
http://www.svpc.us/groups/pno.php
http://www.svpc.us/groups/specialneeds
http://www.svpc.us/groups/spice.php
mailto:melanieprolo@gmail.com
mailto:membership@svpc.us
http://www.svpc.us/groups/spice.php


Thank you Shannon Reilly
Presbyterian Women were 
delighted and honored to 
present an Honorary Life 
Membership to Shannon 
Reilly at their meeting on 
May 19. Shannon’s involve-
ment has been outstanding for 
one so young. Most Sundays 
she can be seen volunteer-
ing in some capacity running 
projection in the tech booth 
during worship, managing the 
red barrels for food collection, 
serving beverages after church, 
and sharing her musical 
talents. Shannon is an avid youth group participant, and 
helper and teacher for Vacation Bible School. She has been 
described as “immersed in faith and service.” 

The Senior Bag Brigade specifically shared their grateful-
ness for Shannon’s faithful service at the monthly Red Barrel 
Food Collection program. Shannon credits Jim Anderson, 
who previously worked on the Red Barrel Program, with 
showing her the best way to pack the barrels so the heavier 
items don’t crush the lighter ones.

Shannon will attend the University of Delaware this fall 
as a “Distinguished Scholar,” majoring in Pre-Veterinary 
Medicine and Animal Biosciences. She is a horse enthu-
siast, riding and caring for the horses and working at 
local stables. 

Reaching Out In Love.
Christ commands us to love one another as He loves us. Here’s how.

Financial Update 
through April 30 

In the first month of our 
fiscal year income got a $69k 
boost as many gave a sig-
nificant portion or all of their 
annual commitment this 
month. We are ever grateful 
for your faithfulness to this 
church. Thank you! 
 

Summer Vacation
Don’t forget your church 
contributions while you are 
away. Please consider setting 
up automatic payments via 
billpay through your bank 
or an automatic withdrawal 
(ACH) from your bank 
account. If you are interested 
in learning more about these 
giving options, please contact 
Tavie Armfield, Comptroller 
at tavie@svpc.us or 
650-996-9747. Your support 
is so appreciated!

 $221k Income
- $137k Expenses

 $ 84k  Surplus

http://www.svpc.us/groups/womens.php#pw
mailto:tavie@svpc.us


One Great Hour 
of Sharing 
Thank You
Each year our donations 
to the One Great Hour 
of Sharing go to benefit 
Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, and 
the Self Development of 
People program through 
our denomination. These 
programs make a significant 
impact in the lives of people 
near and far. Your generous 
giving, including the giving 
of our kids via their Fish 
Banks, allowed us to give 
over $20,000 this year! 
Thank you for continuing to 
be a congregation who cares 
so deeply for those who are 
in need.

Youth Programs in June
Starting June 5 and 7

Come to Monday BBCLUE (high school), and Wednesday 
FLASHBQ (junior high) in Serra Park from 6:30–8 PM. 
Sometimes changing your location can change your perspec-
tive. Join us as we explore what it means to pray and have fel-
lowship in a public space. There will be food, fun and time for 
devotions. Don’t forget to bring a towel or lawn chair to sit on! 

Youth Summer Calendars
http://bit.ly/Summer2017-CLUE
http://bit.ly/Summer2017-FLASH
www.svpc.us/youth

CARAVAN 2017
July 15–23 
Listen. Empathize. Love.
This summer, we are excited to be partnering with 
S.L.A.M. Ministries on the Yakama Reservation in Yakima, 
Washington. S.L.A.M. Ministries is dedicated to Christ-
centered cross-cultural mission experiences. On this trip as 
we are immersed in the Yakama culture we will open our 
hearts to listen, empathize, and love. Here’s how you can join 
us on the journey:

Parents and 8–12th grade students•	
For more information and to sign up for the trip, visit •	
www.svpc.us/caravan
Sign up for text updates by texting CLUE •	
CARAVAN to 51400

Our SVPC family—Please pray with us! •	
Get your copy of the prayer calendar at 
http://bit.ly/CARAVAN-17-Prayer-Calendar.

http://www.onegreathourofsharing.org
http://www.onegreathourofsharing.org
http://pda.pcusa.org
http://pda.pcusa.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
http://bit.ly/Summer2017-CLUE
http://bit.ly/Summer2017-FLASH
http://www.svpc.us/groups/youth.php
http://www.svpc.us/groups/caravan.php
http://bit.ly/CARAVAN-17-Prayer-Calendar
http://www.onegreathourofsharing.org


SVPC Supports Local, 
National and World Mission
The Presbyterian Mission Agency serves as the mission and 
ministry arm of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). For over 
200 years Presbyterians have been responding to the call 
of Jesus Christ, taking the Gospel into all the world and 
bearing witness to Christ’s saving love to the ends of the 
earth. Today the Holy Spirit is still on the move, calling us to 
share in what God is doing in the world.

The Mission Agency coordinates and leads the total 
mission program of the church, working in partnership 
with synods, presbyteries, and sessions. It also advises and 
responds to the General Assembly on priorities, programs, 
and strategies for addressing matters of concern for PC(USA) 
ministries.

Each year 12% of our church budget is dedicated to 
mission and service. Our own Mission & Service Ministry 
team provides one half of those funds to identified programs 
and forwards the other half to the synod, which distributes 
two-thirds to PC(USA) and one-third to the Presbytery of 
San Jose.

To learn more about this mission work visit  
www.presbyterianmission.org

Beacon of Light 
Award
The Santa Clara County 
Office of Immigrant 
Relations gives the Beacon 
of Light award each year to 
individuals and organiza-
tions making a difference 
in immigration issues. This 
award recognizes and honors 
the significant contribu-
tions of immigrants in Santa 
Clara County and builds 
awareness of the extraordi-
nary diversity that consti-
tutes the local immigrant 
community. 

One of the 2017 awardees 
was ALLIES (Alliance 
for Language Learners’ 
Integration, Education and 
Success) where our own 
Mission & Service elder, Ilse 
Pollet, serves as Program 
Coordinator. ALLIES is a 

coalition of educators and community partners serving adult 
English learners in Silicon Valley. Their mission is to support 
adult English language learners in achieving integration, 
education and success—they seek to do this through in-
novative partnerships, cross-sector collaboration, and policy 
advocacy. Way to go, Ilse and ALLIES! 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org
http://www.presbyterianmission.org


In Our Thoughts and Prayers... 
For recovery: Mike Dyslin, Jim McAfee, Tiffany Mikles, Valerie Sterk, Nancy Tucker, 

Kyong Hee Taylor, Harlyn Larmer
For cancer treatment: Randy Fletcher, Trina Grube-Liu
For the loss of loved ones: Mike Dyslin’s mother (Char Horning); the families of Bonita 

Boren, Phyllis Draper, 
and Barbara McGowan

In Celebration...
We celebrate the birth of  

Kai Warren Wilson 
Steffen, first grandchild of 
Richard Steffen and first 
great-grandchild Al and Dorie Mendoza, born to parents Kellen Steffen and Hilory 
Gasewicz in Ontario, Canada.

Email Newsletters
Do you receive the Children’s or Youth email newsletters each week? This is the best way to 
stay current with what is happening in Children’s and Youth Ministries. To be added to the 
Children’s mailing list contact Carol Tadros at tadros@svpc.us. To be added to the Youth 
Ministry mailing list contact youth@svpc.us. 

Other SVPC email newsletters include the weekly Worship Focus and occasional SVPC 
Music Events. You may opt-in to any of these newsletters from the website, www.svpc.us; 
sign up by selecting JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST at the top of any page. 

E-mail — info@svpc.us

Like us on Facebook: 
SVPC — facebook.com/SunnyvalePres 
Children’s — facebook.com/SVPCMWC
JAM — facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale

Youth Instagram links: 
instagram.com/cluesvpc 
instagram.com/flashsvpc

mailto:tadros@svpc.us
mailto:youth@svpc.us
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=0013J7BZf17TJVbF0mfHb27wNpqY1z0vaFRjS1ofUTqiMmxNFItYhaDdCBhzgaOVrUh7R3tcca1sPLKcZkxXcVqsg%3D%3D
mailto:info@svpc.us
https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvalePres
https://www.facebook.com/SVPCMWC
http://www.facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale
http://www.instagram.com/cluesvpc
http://www.instagram.com/flashsvpc/


All-Church Picnic 
Sunday, June 11, 11 AM–2 PM, Las Palmas Park

Come one, come all to the All-Church Picnic. Burgers, veggie burgers, and hot dogs 
provided. Your side dishes and desserts will round out the menu. There will be volleyball 
and soccer for big “kids,” and for the younger set the bounce house, bubbles, face painting, 
popcorn, cotton candy, and snow cones. There is still a need for volunteers for an assortment 
of tasks. Please sign up in Trinity Court on Sundays or go to SignUpGenius on SVPC’s 
website to see where your talents are needed.

For more information, contact Sharon Graff-Hill at scgraff@gmail.com.
Visit svpc.us/calendar/picnic to sign up. 

What should I bring to share?
If your last name starts with:

A–N, please bring a side dish (no chips)
O–Z, please bring a dessert.
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