
A LO N G  T H E  WAY
The Newsletter of Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church •  May 2017

We are overjoyed at the 
results of the congrega-
tional meeting to name 
the Rev. Hardy H. Kim 
as our next Head of Staff. 
He will be just the fourth 
senior pastor for Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church in 
the past 60 years. We have 
been blessed over the years 
with great pastoral leader-
ship, and Hardy follows that 
mold. It has been 26 years 
since our last congregational 
vote for a Head of Staff, and 
we are excited to see how 
the next chapters in the life 
of our church community 
will unfold with Hardy. 
His emphasis on commu-
nication, collaboration and 
building relationships fits our 
church and our desires for 
the future. 

The Pastor Nominating 

Committee (PNC) has 
had the privilege of getting 
to know Hardy and his 
family. We have enjoyed his 
thoughtfulness, his intellect, 
and his passion for social 
justice. But more important-
ly, we could feel and discern 
God leading us to Hardy. 
This past weekend was just 
a glimpse of who Hardy is. 
Please take advantage of op-
portunities this summer and 
into the fall to get to know 
him better and experience 
some of the qualities that 
made him the unanimous 
choice of the PNC. 

The PNC also wants to 
thank you for your prayers 
and support the past 15 
months. We know a con-
fidential process can be 
frustrating, but now we can 
share our excitement about 

Welcome the Rev. Hardy H. Kim
By Marsha Dyslin and Joe Don Heath, Pastor Nominating Committee Co-Chairs

Hardy with the extended 
community around us, and 
we look forward to August 
when he will be with us in 
Sunnyvale.

We have had an amazing 
two years with the Rev. 
Debbie Whaley as our 
interim Head of Staff. She 
has worked tirelessly to 
prepare our church for the 
next Head of Staff. Let’s 
use these next two months 
to celebrate and acknowl-
edge all she has done for 
Sunnyvale Presbyterian 
Church.  



being worked out, we can 
trust that God’s timing will 
be spot on. I hope you will 
join me in praying daily for 
Hardy, Hyunjung, Jonah, 
and Haeil as they make this 
transition to Sunnyvale.

As we move into the 
month of May, let us cling to 
the signs of rebirth that are 
everywhere this spring. The 
spring rains have brought 
us a bumper crop of wild 
flowers, green hills, and 

the anticipation of bounty 
from our gardens. Hardy’s 
coming signals a new season 
of hope for our congrega-
tion: inspiring leadership, 
deepening vision and 
mission, and overflowing 
gratitude for God’s faithful-
ness. Let’s fully embrace 
these many blessings. 

With love,

God is good! This past 
weekend has been a 
blessing as we have begun 
the exciting journey with 
Hardy Kim as the next 
Head of Staff of Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church. We 
prayed for God to call the 
right person to lead us in this 
next season of ministry and 
God answered our prayers! 
I have been impressed 
with Hardy’s vision for the 
church, his love for Christ, 
and his humble and wise 
engagement with our staff. 
God has been preparing him 
for this call and preparing 
us for mission together. God 
is more than good—God is 
great!

This move from Chicago 
is significant for Hardy and 
his family. Over the next 
months, the kids will be 
completing school, Hardy 
and Hyunjung will be 
finishing up their jobs, and 
all of them will be packing 
and moving across the 
country. While the details 
of their arrival date are still 

The View From Here
by Rev. Debbie Whaley

“We prayed for God to call the right person to 
lead us in this next season of ministry  
and God answered our prayers!”



May
2 Parent Support Group, 9:30–10:30 AM,  

Coleman Room
3 Just Among Moms (JAM), 9:30 AM, Coleman Room 
 FLASH End of the Year Party, 6–7:45 PM, Gym
 CLUE, 7–8:45 PM, Youth Room
7 Food drive for those in our community served by 

Sunnyvale Community Services
 Annual Church Library Book Faire, 9 AM–Noon
 New Member Class meeting #1, 11:30 AM–1 PM, 

Coleman Room
8 Deadline for June newsletter articles
 Final youth small group meetings
10 CLUE Senior Night, 7–8:45 PM, Youth Room
11 Spice Dinner, 6 PM, Black Bear Diner
14 Family Worship, 10 AM & 5 PM, Sanctuary
16 Session meets 
17 Just Among Moms (JAM), 9:30 AM, Coleman Room 
18 Parent Support Group, 7–8:30 PM, Coleman Room
19 Presbyterian Women Spring Program, 7 PM, Fellowship Hall
21 Children’s Choir Performance—ALL choirs sing at 11 AM, Sanctuary
 S.A.G.E. Luncheon, 11:20 AM, Fellowship Hall
 New Member Class meeting #2, 11:30 AM–1 PM, Coleman Room
 Choir of Bells Spring Concert, 12:30 PM, Sanctuary

Looking Ahead
June 11   All-Church Picnic
June 12–16  Vacation Bible School
July 15–22   CARAVAN
September 1–4 All-Church Camp, Redwood Glen Camp, Loma Mar, CA

May Calendar
A quick look at what’s happening at SVPC this month...

Where is that?

Coleman Room  
(Bldg 700)

Fellowship Hall 
(Bldg 300)

Fireside Room  
(Bldg 200)

Gym, Phoenix Center  
(Bldg 700)

Sanctuary (Bldg 100) 
Soulé Hall (Room 501, 

Bldg 500)
Youth Room, Phoenix 

Center (Bldg 700)



Rooted in Christ...
Sunnyvale Presbyterian offers everyone an opportunity to connect with the church community.

Session Summaries 
April 18 session meeting

The April session meeting worship time opened with reflection, prayer, John 12:46, lighting 
of the Christ candle and affirmation of the church’s vision. Session reviewed and approved 
the consent docket. Ministry updates included:

Personnel—Welcoming New Staff
 Carol Tadros, Children’s Intersections Associate
 Beth Treitel, Worship Director
Money Matters—Financial Report for March 2017 Year-End
Presbytery Report—Michelle VanSickle and Gail McCaffrey   
Ministry Team Charter Review 
 Mission & Service—Gary Rushke
 Welcome & Hospitality—Jennifer Britton
 Caring—Michele VanSickle
Rev. Hardy Kim Candidate Weekend  
Prayers for the Church 

New Member Class 
*Please note the date change.* 
Sunday, May 7 and Sunday, May 21, 11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Coleman Room (Bldg 700)

If you’ve been attending worship and are interested in the 
next step, come and explore membership with us. The 
Rev. Karin Hejmanowski will be teaching this two-week 
class. If you plan to attend, please contact Jean Ranck at 
jean@svpc.us or 408-739-1892. For child care, please contact 
Debbie Klein at childcare@svpc.us by May 5.

http://www.svpc.us/who/session.php
https://www.svpc.us/groups/member.php
mailto:jean@svpc.us
mailto:childcare@svpc.us


Go green!
Go Green! Consider joining 
the more than 430 indi-
viduals and families that 
now receive their newsletter 
electronically. The online 
edition arrives sooner, 
contains the same articles 
plus vivid full-color photos 
and live links, and can be 
easily shared with family 
and friends, all while helping 
reduce our carbon footprint! 
Opt-in by sending an e-mail 
to newsletter@svpc.us with 
your request.  

Newsletter 
Deadlines
The newsletter deadline is 
Monday, May 8, for the 
June edition. Articles may 
be up to 120 words in 
length. Send your article to 
newsletter@svpc.us, and, 
if possible, include a photo 
with your article.

SVPC Geek Team
There are more ways at SVPC to share your gifts and talents 
and abilities than you might imagine. If you prefer to focus 
on details, enjoy hands-on equipment and working behind 
the scenes, then being part of the Geek Team focused on 
worship tech might be where you belong. Contact Suzanne 
Ungson, Director of Communication and Technology, at 
suzanne@svpc.us for more information.

All-Church Camp 
Labor Day Weekend, September 1–4, Redwood Glen

All-Church Camp is a great way to get to know the people 
we worship with each Sunday. Spend your Labor Day 
weekend with friends from our community at Redwood 
Glen Camp, near La Honda, about 1 hour away. Beginning 
April 23 after worship, visit the camp table in Trinity Court 
to choose a job and register for lodging or a camp site. 
Registration occurs in phases based on job involvement. 
Phase 2 and 3 jobs will open after the phase 1 jobs are filled. 
First-time campers may sign up for any phase job at any 
time. For more information, contact Anneka or Stephen 
Bear at bear.churchcamp2017@gmail.com.

mailto:newsletter@svpc.us
mailto:newsletter@svpc.us
mailto:suzanne@svpc.us
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/camp.php
mailto:bear.churchcamp2017@gmail.com


Reaching Out In Love.
Christ commands us to love one another as He loves us. Here’s how.

Financial Update 
Our fiscal year ended on March 31 and the results are as 
follows:

Giving has continued to be very strong throughout this past 
year and because of this we have been able to add more to 
our reserves than expected. Praise God for such a generous 
community!

Want To Pay Less in Taxes?
Tavie Armfield, Church Comptroller 

Here are three popular ways people are giving to charities and reducing their tax burden.
Give appreciated stock—If you give stock shares directly to SVPC, you may claim the 1. 
current market value of the shares as a charitable gift, and you do not pay taxes on your 
gains.  
Give through your Charitable Trust Accounts such as a Donor-Advised Fund—A tax 2. 
deduction can be taken when the fund is established and the donor determines how the 
funds are to be invested and to whom (and when) the funds may be given. 
Give from your IRA/401k/403b distribution directly to SVPC—If a donor is over age 3. 
70½, a “Required Minimum Distribution” (RMD) is required to be taken annually. If 
the distribution is sent directly to SVPC as a contribution, it is not counted as taxable 
income.  

This is meant to be an overview. In all cases, please consult your tax advisor. 

 $1,926k   Income
-$1,884k  Expenses

 $     42k  Surplus



Solar Panel Update
Ginna Traina, Church Administrator

Before the month is out we will be fully on solar power. This 
is great news for the church and our environment! 

There have been a couple of questions regarding the 
placement of the panels. Originally we had hoped to place 
the panels facing south, parallel with Fremont Avenue, as 
this would yield the best production in kWh/year. The city 
requires a minimum number of parking spaces based on our 
size, however, and placing the panels parallel with Fremont 
Avenue would have reduced the number of parking spaces 
available. As a result we would not have received permits 
from the city to install the solar panels. This forced us to 
orient the panels facing west, the way they are situated now. 
This orientation will still yield us a better annual production 
than facing them east. 

CARAVAN 2017
July 15–22

Listen. Empathize. Love.
This summer, we are excited to be partnering with S.L.A.M. Ministries on the Yakama 
Reservation in Yakima, Washington. S.L.A.M. Ministries is dedicated to Christ-centered 
cross-cultural mission experiences. On this trip as we are immersed in the Yakama culture we 
will open our hearts to listen, empathize, and love. Here’s how you can join us on the journey:

Parents and 8–12th grade students•	
For more information and to sign up for the trip, visit •	 www.svpc.us/caravan
Sign up for text updates by texting CLUE CARAVAN to 51400•	

Our SVPC family—please pray that our hands will be ready to work and our hearts will •	
be ready to learn. Watch for opportunities to sign up to be a CARAVAN prayer partner.

http://www.svpc.us/groups/caravan.php


Annual Church Library Book Faire
Sunday, May 7, 9 AM–noon

Tables will be set up under the overhang of Building 200 and 
labeled by category. Bring your books, DVDs and CDs to 
donate. Shop for items others have brought or that have been 
discarded from the library collection.

Library Offerings
Did you miss the fall classes about Interpreting Scripture in 
Community? Miss any chancel choir or bell choir concerts? 
Many are available on DVD to borrow from the library.

Books recently added include:

Spice Dinner
Thursday, May 11, 6 PM, 
Black Bear Diner

Our 50s+ Singles Group, 
Spice, will enjoy a no-host 
dinner. Join us and enjoy 
a pleasant meal with the 
group. This is a wonderful 
way to make new friends 
and enjoy an evening out. 
For more information 
please contact Melanie 
Prolo at 408-394-9311 or 
melanieprolo@gmail.com.

I Will Always Write Back
Call #: J 968 A
In this dual memoir 

Caitlin and Martin recount 
how they, an American 
girl and a boy living in 
Zimbabwe, became best 
friends—through their pen 
pal correspondence.

God Makes Me His Child 
in Baptism

Call #: ER  W
Explains the concept 

of infant Baptism to 
preschoolers.

Land of Silence
Call #: Fic A
A fictional account of the 

woman who touched the 
hem of Jesus’s garment.

www.svpc.us/churchlibrary

http://www.svpc.us/groups/spice.php
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/library.php


Support Life’s Garden’s Seniors
Miriam Kishi

Help through Friends for Life, the organization that supports 
the residents of Life’s Garden, the retirement community 
founded by SVPC in 1976. Friends for Life provide six 
activities each year, bringing the community together for 
entertainment and fellowship.  

Major events remaining in 2017 include an ice cream 
social on Sunday, July 16; a luau on September 29; and 
a Christmas tea on December 2. Three Tuesday evening 
programs complete the year. If you could be on a volunteer 
list to be invited to help when you’re able or be a Volunteer 
or Refreshment Coordinator, please send your name and 
contact information to Miriam Kishi (408-246-4664 or 
miriamekishi@gmail.com).

To be a member of Friends for Life contact Charles 
Hopkins at 408-252-8690 or charlesvhopkins9@aol.com.

Choir of Bells 
Spring Concert
Sunday, May 21, 12:30 PM, 
Sanctuary

Sunnyvale Presbyterian 
Church’s Choir of Bells 
will be making a joyful 
noise! Invite your family 
and friends to join you 
to hear a unique blend of 
sacred and contemporary 
music, including pieces like 
Biebl’s Ave Maria, Music 
For the Royal Fireworks and 
Rhythmic Rip (where every-
thing is fair game for percus-
sion sounds). Hope to see 
you there.

www.svpc.us/concertsPresbyterian Women Spring Program
Friday, May 19, 7 PM, Fellowship Hall

Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church welcomes Julia Morgan, 
renowned California architect, as interpreted by Betty 
Marvin, City of Oakland historian. Miss Morgan is widely 
known for her work on Hearst Castle as well as for many 
other public and private buildings throughout California. 
This special evening is open to all members and friends of 
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church, and is suitable for school-
age children. This program about one of California’s most 
famous architects and her life will be entertaining and 
informative. 

Refreshments will be served and donations will be 
accepted. For more information, contact Jackie Mattison at 
jackmatt@comcast.net or 408-241-0760.

http://www.svpc.us/groups/ffl.php
http://www.svpc.us/groups/housing.php
mailto:miriamekishi@gmail.com
mailto:charlesvhopkins9@aol.com
http://www.svpc.us/sermons/concerts.php
mailto:jackmatt@comcast.net


Parent’s Night Out—What Is It?
Parents’ Night Out (PNO) is a church ministry for parents 
and their children. PNO is a cooperative child care program 
where parents take turns watching one another’s children 
on Saturday evenings from 5:30–8:30 PM on the church 
campus. It’s an amazing ministry and fellowship group too. 
Through PNO, families have grown closer to other families 
while working together caring for one another’s children.

PNO operates in 16-week trimesters where parents from 
each family work four Saturdays during the trimester (just 
once a month) with another couple. Then for the remainder 
of the Saturdays, parents drop off their children and have a 
“Parents’ Night Out” (individual couples or sometimes with 
other couples from the group).

As with all church groups that care for children, PNO 
complies with the Safe Church program guidelines. 

We often have openings at the beginning of each 16-week 
session. Please sign up on our waiting list if you are interested 
in being part of this wonderful ministry by contacting Lydia 
Coolidge at lydiacoolidge@gmail.com or Michelle Schmidt 
at dancingschmidt@gmail.com.

www.svpc.us/pno and www.svpc.us/safechurch.

All-Church Picnic
Sunday, June 11,  
11 AM–2:30 PM, 
Las Palmas Park

Mark your calendars! There 
will be something for ev-
eryone—food, snow cones, 
cotton candy, face painting, 
games, bounce house, and 
sports. We need volunteers 
for an assortment of tasks. 
Please visit SignUpGenius 
at the link below or on the 
church website to see how 
you might help make this a 
great event.

For more information, 
contact Sharon Graff-Hill 
at scgraff@gmail.com.
      SignUpGenius: 
http://bit.ly/SVPC_Picnic 
and www.svpc.us/picnic

25-Hour Famine Was Incredible!
High school youth participants raised more than $2,400 for 
Immanuel House and served our refugee brothers and sisters 
by helping with spring cleaning and yard work. We played 
games, worshiped and prayed together. 

We were hungry, so we prayed. We were still hungry, so we 
prayed some more. 

Then we had breakfast.

Youth Calendars:
http://bit.ly/Spring2017-CLUE
http://bit.ly/Spring2017-FLASH  www.svpc.us/youth

mailto:lydiacoolidge@gmail.com
mailto:dancingschmidt@gmail.com
http://www.svpc.us/groups/pno.php
http://www.svpc.us/difference/safechurch.php
mailto:scgraff@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/SVPC_Picnic
http://www.svpc.us/calendar/picnic.php
http://bit.ly/Spring2017-CLUE
http://bit.ly/Spring2017-FLASH
https://www.svpc.us/groups/youth.php


In Our Thoughts and Prayers... 
For recovery: Dorothy Funk, Harlyn Larmer, Jim McAfee
For cancer treatment: Randy Fletcher, Trina Grube-Liu
For the loss of loved ones: JoAnn Barr’s son-in-law (Ken Smith); Debbie Haughey’s husband 

and Jackie and Homer Fletcher’s son-in-law (Steve Haughey); Jeni Howland’s mother 
(Sally James); Eunice 
Kim’s sister (Tung); 
Daniel Moen’s father 
(Donald Moen); the 
families of Bob Meyers 
and Kindon Jenson.

In Celebration...
We celebrate the birth of 

Daniel Robert Lavering 
to parents Erin and Courtney Lavering and grandparents Judy and Bob Steward.

Email Newsletters
Do you receive the Children’s or Youth email newsletters each week? This is the best way 
to stay current with what is happening in Children’s and Youth Ministries. To be added to 
the Children’s mailing list contact Kristin at kristin@svpc.us. To be added to the Youth 
Ministry mailing list contact youth@svpc.us. 

Other SVPC email newsletters include the weekly Worship Focus and SVPC Music 
Events. You may opt-in to any of these newsletters from the website, www.svpc.us; sign up by 
selecting JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST at the top of any page. 

E-mail — info@svpc.us

Like us on Facebook: 
SVPC — facebook.com/SunnyvalePres 
Children’s — facebook.com/SVPCMWC
JAM — facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale

Follow us on Instagram: 
Youth — instagram.com/cluesvpc or instagram.com/flashsvpc

mailto:kristin@svpc.us
mailto:youth@svpc.us
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=0013J7BZf17TJVbF0mfHb27wNpqY1z0vaFRjS1ofUTqiMmxNFItYhaDdCBhzgaOVrUh7R3tcca1sPLKcZkxXcVqsg%3D%3D
mailto:info@svpc.us
https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvalePres
https://www.facebook.com/SVPCMWC
http://www.facebook.com/groups/JAMSunnyvale
https://www.instagram.com/flashsvpc/


Vacation Bible School— 
Summer Surfin’ Safari: Joseph’s Story!  
June 12–16, 9:30 AM to noon, 
For 4 years old (by 9/1/17) through entering 4th grade

Come on a surfin’ safari with us this summer! In this year’s 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, children will learn 
about the events in Joseph’s life through stories, songs, crafts, 
music and worship. Plus your child will have an opportu-
nity to be part of a fellowship of loving and caring people 
committed to the faith development of our children.

Online registration is open, but classes are filling. The cost 
for the week is $60 per child. VBS is a great opportunity for 
your children to invite their school, sports or neighborhood 
friends to enjoy this fantastic program at our church. For 
questions contact Carol Heath at carol@svpc.us or 408-732-1892.

Register online at www.svpc.us/vbs
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Thanks for saving paper and postage by reading this online!

728 West Fremont Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087

http://www.svpc.us/groups/summer.php
mailto:carol@svpc.us
http://www.svpc.us/groups/summer.php

