The Rev. Dr. Alice Hunt is a biblical scholar, leader in theological and higher education, and
activist around justice issues. She is the Executive Director of the American Academy of
Religion based in Atlanta. Prior to that, she served as president of Chicago Theological
Seminary as the twelfth president in the 158-year history of the school. Prior to moving to
Chicago, Dr. Hunt served as
Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs at Vanderbilt
University Divinity School.
And before that, she was a
systems analyst for NASA
contractors.
Dr. Hunt holds the Ph.D. in
Religion, with an emphasis on
the Hebrew Bible, from
Vanderbilt University. Her
published work includes
Missing Priests: The Zadokites
in Tradition and History (2006)
and two edited volumes,
Second Temple Studies IV:
Historiography and History
(2012) and Focusing Biblical
Studies: The Crucial Nature of
the Persian and Hellenistic
Periods: Essays in Honor of Douglas A. Knight (2012) as well as numerous essays. Her current
research focuses on white privilege and white supremacy as well as biblical interpretations in
contemporary contexts. She also writes and speaks in these areas: white privilege, male
privilege, interdependence, and leadership for transformation.
Dr. Hunt was ordained at the historic Fifteenth Avenue Baptist Church, National Baptist
Convention, in Nasvhille, Tennessee. She holds dual standing with the United Church of
Christ in the Chicago Metropolitan Association. She serves on the United Church of Christ
Board. She holds degrees from the University of Montevallo (B.S.) and Vanderbilt University
(M.T.S., M.A., Ph.D.) Involved in the broader issues of religious affairs and theological
education, Hunt serves on the Board of Commissioners for the Association of Theological
Schools of the United States and Canada. She chaired the Historical Books section for the
Society of Biblical Literature's international meeting. She also chaired the American Academy
of Religion Committee on the Status of Women in the Profession and has served on the board
of directors and executive committee for the American Academy of Religion.

