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Future Outlook 

 The steady increase in aggregate production and use that have occurred in the Front Range urban 
corridor since the 1950’s is expected to increase (fig. 7).  Even if large construction projects were to cease, 
demand for aggregates can be expected to continue at reasonably high levels due to projected population 
growth and demand for infrastructure improvements and maintenance associated with that growth.   

 Although the project area has an abundance of aggregate resources, recoverable resources are being 
hauled from greater distances as local resources become depleted or inaccessible.  The tonnage of aggregate 
being locally permitted for extraction has steadily decreased over time, and the area has been producing more 
aggregate than it has permitting in new resources since 1994, which is a net decrease in available reserves.  If 
this trend continues, aggregate operators may be forced to move to resource areas even farther away from local 
markets, resulting in higher transportation costs.  Increased costs for this aggregate would be passed along to 
State or counties as higher construction bids, to the consumer in the form of higher taxes, user fees, and 
purchase prices.   

 Although permitted aggregate resources are sufficient for the short term, they cannot sustain a continued 
demand.  The aggregate resource availability concerns in H.B. 1529 are even more pressing today than they 
were in 1973.  Decisions made in the near future will have long-term effects on the continued availability of 
reasonably priced aggregate in the project area and the entire region.   



Submitted by Thomas Peterson, P.E. Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association, November 15, 2017 

”The days of surface mining (or opening new gravel pits) are over.”  

  Good evening my name is Tom Peterson, I’m the Executive Director of the Colorado Asphalt Pavement 
Association.  We are the statewide trade association representing the asphalt industry of Colorado.  Each year in 
our state, approximately 7 million tons of aggregates – sand and gravel and mostly from gravel pits - are mined, 
blended with liquid asphalt and placed as asphalt pavement.  Over 90% of all roads in Colorado are asphalt. 

 I’m here tonight to provide feedback to one comment that has been made by those in opposition to this 
application.  That comment is, “The days of surface mining (or opening new gravel pits) is over.”    That’s like 
saying, the days of building new schools, playgrounds, swimming pools, running tracks, new homes, fixing our 
streets, placing new sidewalks, constructing new shopping centers, everything, is over.”  As stated in this report 
from the National Mining Association, all forms of construction require materials and sand and stone from 
gravel pits is needed in virtually all of them.  No more gravel pits – no more construction. 

 Don’t take it from me, consider the following from the United States Geological Survey.  In a 
comprehensive report entitled Planning for the Conservation and Development of Infrastructure Resources in 
Urban Areas – Colorado Front Range Urban Corridor, the USGS concluded that … 

 …. demand for aggregates can be expected to continue at reasonably high levels due to projected 
population growth and demand for infrastructure improvements and maintenance associated with that 
growth. 

 …. Recoverable resources are being hauled from greater distances as local resources become depleted or 
inaccessible. 

 … Increased costs for this aggregate would be passed along to State and counties as higher construction 
bids, to the consumer in the form of higher taxes, user fees, and purchase prices. 

  …. And finally, Decisions made in the near future will have long-term effects on the continued 
availability of reasonably priced aggregate in the project area and the entire region.   

So, saying that the days of surface mining are over or no more gravel pits is kind of like saying, I have my 
slice of the American Dream, but I don’t want it for anyone else – including my kids and grandchildren. 

There is a lot of excitement and support for CDOT’s plan to widen I-25 to three lanes from State Highway 
402 to Ft. Collins.  Well, in September all three short listed contractors submitted bids that were above the 
guaranteed maximum price and all three bids were rejected.  Who can guess what the single most significant 
factor was that led to the rejection of the bids?  The material costs – the sand, stone and gravel and the bid 
quotes for both asphalt and concrete pavement. Because of this issue the project has been delayed three months 
and has not yet been awarded and it is unclear as to what CDOT will do – reduce project scope or add more $$. 

In summary, the history of Colorado includes surface mining – always has.  Local available aggregates in 
the form of gravel pits are part of the fabric of every community in the state.  They don’t come any better than 
the Coulson’s.  I would encourage all involved to flip the conversation around from a “us against them” to “how 
can we co-exist for the benefit of our children and grandchildren?”    

With that, thank you for your attention and consideration of these comments.   

Tom Peterson, P.E., Executive Director, Colorado Asphalt Pavement Association (303) 229-6710; 
tompeterson@co-asphalt.com  


