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1. The Israeli Declaration of Independence

The Land of Israel, Palestine was the birthplace of
the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious
and political identity was shaped. Here they first
attained to statehood, created cultural values of
national and universal significance and gave to
the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the
people kept faith with it throughout their
Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for
their return to it and for the restoration in it of
their political freedom.

Impelled by this historic and traditional
attachment, Jews strove in every successive
generation to re-establish themselves in their
ancient homeland. In recent decades they
returned in their masses. Pioneers, ma'pilim
[(Hebrew) - immigrants coming to Eretz-Israel in
defiance of restrictive legislation] and defenders,
they made deserts bloom, revived the Hebrew
language, built villages and towns, and created a
thriving community controlling its own economy
and culture, loving peace but knowing how to
defend itself, bringing the blessings of progress to
all the country's inhabitants, and aspiring towards
independent nationhood.

In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the
spiritual father of the Jewish State, Theodore
Herzl, the First Zionist Congress convened and
proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to
national rebirth in its own country.

This right was recognized in the Balfour
Declaration of the 2nd November, 1917, and re-
affirmed in the Mandate of the League of Nations
which, in particular, gave international sanction
to the historic connection between the Jewish
people and Eretz-Israel and to the right of the
Jewish people to rebuild its National Home.
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The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish
people - the massacre of millions of Jews in
Europe - was another clear demonstration of the
urgency of solving the problem of its
homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel
the Jewish State, which would open the gates of
the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon
the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged
member of the comity of nations.

Survivors of the Nazi holocaust in Europe, as well
as Jews from other parts of the world, continued
to migrate to Eretz-Israel, undaunted by
difficulties, restrictions and dangers, and never
ceased to assert their right to a life of dignity,
freedom and honest toil in their national
homeland.

In the Second World War, the Jewish community
of this country contributed its full share to the
struggle of the freedom- and peace-loving nations
against the forces of Nazi wickedness and, by the
blood of its soldiers and its war effort, gained the
right to be reckoned among the peoples who
founded the United Nations.

On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations
General Assembly passed a resolution calling for
the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-
Israel; the General Assembly required the
inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such steps as
were necessary on their part for the
implementation of that resolution. This
recognition by the United Nations of the right of
the Jewish people to establish their State is
irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people
to be masters of their own fate, like all other
nations, in their own sovereign State
ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S
COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH
COMMUNITY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL AND OF THE
ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE ASSEMBLED ON
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THE DAY OF THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH
MANDATE OVER ERETZ-ISRAEL AND, BY VIRTUE
OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND ON
THE STRENGTH OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HEREBY
DECLARE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH
STATE IN ERETZ-ISRAEL, TO BE KNOWN AS THE
STATE OF ISRAEL.

WE DECLARE that, with effect from the moment
of the termination of the Mandate being tonight,
the eve of Sabbath, the 6th lyar, 5708 (15th May,
1948), until the establishment of the elected,
regular authorities of the State in accordance
with the Constitution which shall be adopted by
the Elected Constituent Assembly not later than
the 1st October 1948, the People's Council shall
act as a Provisional Council of State, and its
executive organ, the People's Administration,
shall be the Provisional Government of the Jewish
State, to be called "Israel."

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish
immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles;
it will foster the development of the country for
the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based
on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by
the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete
equality of social and political rights to all its
inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it
will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience,
language, education and culture; it will safeguard
the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be
faithful to the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL is prepared to cooperate
with the agencies and representatives of the
United Nations in implementing the resolution of
the General Assembly of the 29th November,
1947, and will take steps to bring about the
economic union of the whole of Eretz-Israel.
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WE APPEAL to the United Nations to assist the
Jewish people in the building-up of its State and
to receive the State of Israel into the comity of
nations.

WE APPEAL - in the very midst of the onslaught
launched against us now for months - to the Arab
inhabitants of the State of Israel to preserve
peace and participate in the upbuilding of the
State on the basis of full and equal citizenship and
due representation in all its provisional and
permanent institutions.

WE EXTEND our hand to all neighboring states
and their peoples in an offer of peace and good
neighborliness, and appeal to them to establish
bonds of cooperation and mutual help with the
sovereign Jewish people settled in its own land.
The State of Israel is prepared to do its share in a
common effort for the advancement of the entire
Middle East.

WE APPEAL to the Jewish people throughout the
Diaspora to rally round the Jews of Eretz-Israel in
the tasks of immigration and upbuilding and to
stand by them in the great struggle for the
realization of the age-old dream - the redemption
of Israel.

PLACING OUR TRUST IN THE "ROCK OF ISRAEL,"
WE AFFIX OUR SIGNATURES TO THIS
PROCLAMATION AT THIS SESSION OF THE
PROVISIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE, ON THE SOIL
OF THE HOMELAND, IN THE CITY OF TEL-AVIV, ON
THIS SABBATH EVE, THE 5TH DAY OF IYAR, 5708
(14TH MAY, 1948).
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David Ben-Gurion, Daniel Auster, Mordekhai
Bentov, Yitzchak Ben Zvi, Eliyahu Berligne, Fritz
Bernstein, Rabbi Wolf Gold, Meir Grabovsky,
Yitzchak Gruenbaum, Dr. Abraham Granovsky,
Eliyahu Dobkin, Meir Wilner-Kovner, Zerach
Wahrhaftig, Rachel Herzl Vardi, Rachel Cohen,
Rabbi Kalman Kahana, Saadia Kobashi, Rabbi
Yitzchak Meir Levin, Meir David Loewenstein, Zvi
Luria, Golda Myerson, Nachum Nir, Zvi Segal,
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Hacohen Fishman, David Zvi
Pinkas, Aharon Zisling, Moshe Kolodny, Eliezer
Kaplan, Abraham Katznelson, Felix Rosenblueth,
David Remez, Berl Repetur, Mordekhai Shattner,
Ben Zion Sternberg, Bekhor Shitreet, Moshe
Shapira, Moshe Shertok
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2. Ahad Haam, Excerpt from "The Wrong Way" (1889)
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All the laws and ordinances, all the blessings and curses of the Law of Moses have but one
unvarying object: the well-being of the nation as a whole in the land of its inheritance - the
happiness of the individual is not regarded. The individual Israelite is treated as standing to the
people of Israel in the relation of a single limb to the whole body: the actions of the individual
have their reward in the good of the community. One long chain unites all the generations,
from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to the end of time; the covenant which God made with the
Patriarchs he keeps with their descendants, and if the fathers eat sour grapes, the teeth of the
children will be set on edge. For the people is one people throughout all its generations, and
the individuals, who come and go in each generation are but as those minute parts of the living
body which change every day, without affecting in any degree the character of that organic
unity which is the whole body.

It is difficult to say definitely, whether at any period our people as a whole really entertained
the sentiment of national loyalty in this high degree, or whether it was only a moral ideal
cherished by the most important section of the people. But at any rate, it is clear that after the
destruction of the first Temple, when the nation's star had almost set, and its well-being was so
nearly shattered, that even its best sons despaired, and when the elders of Israel sat before
Ezekiel and said: "We will be as the heathen, as the families of the countries," and "Our bones
are dried, and our hope is lost" -- it is clear that at that time our people began to be more
concerned about the fate of the righteous individual who perishes despite his righteousness.
From that time date the familiar speculations about the relation between goodness and
happiness which we find in Ezekiel, in Ecclesiastes, and in many of the Psalms (and in Job some
would add, holding that book also to have been written in this period), and many men, not
satisfied by any of the solutions which were propounded, came to the conclusion that "it is vain
to serve God," and that "to serve the Master without expectation of reward" is a fruitless
proceeding. It would seem that then, and not until then, when the well-being of the community
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could no longer inspire enthusiasm and idealism, did our people suddenly remember the
individual, remember that besides the life of the body corporate the individual has a life
peculiarly his own, and that in this life of his own he wants pleasure and happiness, and
demands a personal reward for his personal righteousness.

The effect of this discovery on the selfish thought of that epoch is found in such
pronouncements as this: "The present life is like an entrance-hall to the future life." The
happiness which the individual desires will become his when he enters the banqueting hall, if
only he qualifies for it by his conduct in the anteroom. The national ideal having ceased to
satisfy, the religious ordinances are endowed instead with a meaning and a purpose for the
individual, as the spirit of the age demands, and are put outside the domain of the national
sentiment. Despite this change, the national sentiment continued for a long time to live on and
to play its part in the political life of the people: witness the whole history of the long period
which ended with the wars of Titus and Hadrian. But since on the political side there was a
continuous decline, the religious life grew correspondingly stronger, and concurrently the
individualist element in the individual members of the nation prevailed more and more over
the nationalist element, and drove it ultimately from its last stronghold -- the hope for a future
redemption. That hope, the heartfelt yearning of a nation seeking in a distant future what the
present could not give, ceased in time to satisfy people in its original form, which looked
forward to a Messianic Age "differing from the life of today in nothing except the emancipation
of Israel from servitude." For living men and women no longer found any comfort for
themselves in the abundance of good which was to come to their nation in the latter end of
days, when they would be dead and gone. Each individual demanded his own private and
personal share of the expected general happiness. And religion went so far as to satisfy even
this demand, by laying less emphasis on the redemption than on the resurrection of the dead.

Thus the national ideal was completely changed. No longer is patriotism a pure, unselfish
devotion; no longer is the common good the highest of all aims, overriding the personal aims of
each individual. On the contrary: henceforward the summum bonum is for each individual his
personal well-being, in time or in eternity, and the individual cares about the common good
only insofar as he himself participates in it. To realize how complete the change of attitude
became in course of time, we need only recall the surprise expressed by the Tannaim, because
the Pentateuch speaks of "the land which the Lord swore to your ancestors to give to them." In
fact, the land was given not to them, but only to their descendants, and so the Tannaim find in
this passage an allusion to the resurrection of the dead (Sifre). This shows that in their time that
deep-rooted consciousness of the union of all ages in the body corporate of the people, which
pervades the whole of the Pentateuch, had become so weak that they could not understand
the words "to them," except as referring to the actual individuals to whom they were
addressed.

Subsequent events -- the terrible oppressions and frequent migrations, which intensified
immeasurably the personal anxiety of every Jew for his own safety and that of his family --
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contributed still further to the enfeebling of the already weakened national sentiment, and to
the concentration of interest primarily in the life of the family, secondarily in that of the
congregation (in which the individual finds satisfaction for his needs). The national life of the
people as a whole practically ceased to matter to the individual. Even those individuals who are
still capable of feeling occasionally an impulse to work for the nation cannot as a rule so far
transcend their individualism as to subordinate their own love of self and their own ambition,
or their immediate family or communal interests, to the requirements of the nation. The
demon of egoism -- individual or congregational -- haunts us in all that we do for our people,
and suppresses the rare manifestations of national feeling, being the stronger of the two.

This, then, was the state of feeling to which we had to appeal, by means of which we had to
create the invincible faith and the indomitable will that are needed for a great, constructive
national effort.

What ought we to have done?

It follows from what has been said above that we ought to have made it our first object to bring
about a revival -- to inspire men with a deeper attachment to the national life, and a more
ardent desire for the national well-being. By these means we should have aroused the
necessary determination, and we should have obtained devoted adherents. No doubt such
work is very difficult and takes a long time, not one year or one decade, and, | repeat, it is not
to be accomplished by speeches alone, but demands the employment of all means by which
men's hearts can be won. Hence it is probable -- in fact almost certain -- that if we had chosen
this method we should not yet have had time to produce concrete results in Palestine itself:
lacking the resources necessary to do things well, we should have been too prudent to do
things badly. But, on the other side, we should have made strenuous endeavors to train up
Jews who would work for their people. We should have striven gradually to extend the empire
of our ideal in Jewry, until at last it could find genuine, wholehearted devotees, with all the
qualities needed to enable them to work for its practical realization.

But such was not the policy of the first champions of our ideal. As Jews, they had a spice of
individualism in their nationalism, and were not capable of planting a tree so that others might
eat its fruit after they themselves were dead and gone. Not satisfied with working among the
people to train up those who would ultimately work in the land, they wanted to see with their
own eyes the actual work in the land and its results. When, therefore, they found that their first
rallying cry, in which they based their appeal on the general good, did not at once rouse the
national determination to take up Palestinian work, they summoned to their aid -- like our
teachers of old -- the individualistic motive, and rested their appeal on economic want, which is
always sure of sympathy. To this end they began to publish favorable reports, and to make
optimistic calculations, which plainly showed that so many dunams of land, so many head of
cattle, and so much equipment, costing so-and-so much, were sufficient in Palestine to keep a
whole family in comfort and affluence: so that anybody who wanted to do well and had the
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necessary capital should betake him to the goodly land, where he and his family would prosper,
while the nation too would benefit. An appeal on these lines did really induce some people to
go to Palestine in order to win comfort and affluence; whereas the promoters of the idea were
mightily pleased, and did not examine very closely what kind of people the emigrants to
Palestine were, and why they went. But these people, most of whom were by no means
prepared to submit cheerfully to discomfort for the sake of a national ideal, found when they
reached Palestine that they had been taken in by imaginative reports and estimate, and they
set up -- and are still keeping up -- a loud and bitter outcry, seeking to gain their individual ends
by all means in their power, and regardless of any distinction between what is legitimate and
what is not, or of the fair name of the ideal which they dishonor. The details of the story are
public property.

What wonder, then, that so great an ideal, presented in so unworthy a form, can no longer gain
adherents; that a national building founded on the expectation of profit and self-interest falls to
ruins when it becomes generally known that the expectation has not been realized, and self-
interest bids men keep away?

This, then, is the wrong way. Certainly, seeing that these ruins are already there, we are not at
liberty to neglect the task of mending and improving so far as we can. But at the same time, we
must remember that it is not on these that we must base our hope of ultimate success. The
heart of the people -- that is the foundation on which the land will be regenerated. And the
people is broken into fragments.

So let us return to the road on which we started when our idea first arose. Instead of adding yet
more ruins, let us endeavor to give the idea itself strong roots and to strengthen and deepen its
hold on the Jewish people, not by force, but by the spirit. Then we shall in time have the
possibility of doing actual work.

"I shall see it, but not now: | shall behold it, but not nigh.”

12



