An Alternate Prayer
for the Community
May the one who blessed
our ancestors Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel and Leah,
bless this holy congrega-
tion, men and women,
sons and daughters, and all
that is ours. May it be Your
will to bless us, to hear
our voices raised in prayer,
and to protect us from
any trouble and difficulty.
Spread over us the divine
canopy of peace and plant
within us love and unity,
peace and friendship;
banish all hate among us.
May the words of Torah be
fulfilled: “Do not wrong
one another, but fear your
God. .. that you may dwell
upon the land securely”
(Leviticus 25:17-18). And
so may it be Your will, and
let us say: Amen.

Community

The individual . .. and
group must learn to over-
come those tenden-

cies toward selfishness

and antagonism, and
re-orient their minds to
see life not as a hunt for
pleasure, but as an engage-
ment for service; notasa
race involving victories and
defeat, but as a pursuit of
goals that transcend the
interests of single nations
and generations.

—LOUIS FINKELSTEIN
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A Prayer for the Congregation

May heaven bestow deliverance on this holy congregation, the
adults and their children: may kindness, love, and compassion,
a long life, abundant provision, and sustenance from heaven,
bodily health, and spiritual enlightenment be their lot. May
their children thrive, never ceasing to speak words of Torah
nor ever neglecting them. May the sovereign of the universe
bless you, accord you a full life, add to your days, and grant you
a long life. May you be freed of all distress and difficult cir-
cumstance, now and always. May the master in heaven sustain
you at all times and seasons, and let us say: Amen.

A Prayer for Those Who Serve the Community
May the one who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, bless this entire

congregation, together with all other holy congregations:

they, their families, and all that is theirs; along with those
who devote themselves to establish synagogues for prayer, as
well as those who enter them to pray, and those who pro-
vide for their maintenance, wine for Kiddush and Havdalah, '
food for guests, bread for the hungry, tzedakah for the poor,
and shelter for the homeless; » and all who faithfully devote
themselves to the needs of this community and the Land of
Israel. May the Holy One reward them, remove sickness fro:
them, heal them, and forgive their sins. May God bless them
by making all their worthy endeavors prosper, as well as thos
of the entire people Israel, their brothers and sisters. And le

us say: Amen.

"7 T ) XTOM X3 X 10 1 o
XTI K13 N2 KWt Xnweoy ' »aims
"T1POD? KD 7T XYL XD'2) XM XYT Xowm
T XY™ X20R"92% Xnmix vp;ns;; 502 Kb
W2 11507 7727 XnbyT X250 XMy1 oY Kmnan
PP 12RM T35 K39 187 Tiai Xaon 79
W3 Y0753 11 Xpy-53 1 Pty

T TRY53 112703 X Xvpwa v g

BIAN TN

IR APY PIIST DaX Arniax 7w n
ITRI"23 N 773 X971 81 S i M

DEDNEW 0 Wi nibmp-5a oy g0 Wit

712505 Nivo33 A3 DAY 03,015 WX S

7IX22 72 oamiay mm Svenmd DJiN2 o"Xay "o

DY7? on) DTITIKZ N2Y o9 wtph m
O < 202 0 oI omyh o

TR DRI 1IN 1921 3N 19183 DR oivy
M2T752 BIPY V9M 075w BYw xam mma wiTpn

373 M2W 03525 moom oou-bab xemn

DX 5K 53 oy o MyynSaa nnbxm

0K MR BTN

AN NXMP 9T0 - MY ninw 176

COMMUNITY CONCERNS.
The Torah service became
an occasion for express-
ing communal concerns.
Y’kum Purkan is written
in Aramaic, the common
language of Jewish com-
munities of the Eastern
Mediterranean and Babylo-
nia during much of the 1st
millennium. It originated

in Babylonia and the text
has evolved over time. It
petitions God on behalf of
the local synagogue com-
munity, and is followed by
a Hebrew prayer (Mi She-
berakh) of similar purpose.

The first prayer expresses

the hope that all may enjoy

long, prosperous lives; the
second singles out those
who give of their means
and time to support Jewish
communal institutions and
needy individuals.




