
 

 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018 
 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; SUNDAY BEFORE 
THEOPHANY; CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST; SAINT BASIL 

THE GREAT; JULIAN NEW YEAR 
 

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION - TONE SEVEN: 
By Thy Cross, Thou didst destroy death!  To the thief, Thou didst open Paradise!  For the                
myrrh-bearers, Thou didst change weeping into joy!  And Thou didst command Thy 
disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting the world great mercy! 
 
CIRCUMCISION TROPARION - TONE ONE: 
O Jesus, sitting on the heavenly fiery throne together with Your Father, who has no 
beginning, and Your Divine Spirit; You have condescended to be incarnate on the earth 
from a virgin, Your Mother who knew no husband. You have also condescended to be 
circumcised in the flesh on the eighth day. Glory to Your all-merciful will! Glory to Your 
plan of redemption! Glory to Your condescension, O Only One who loves mankind.  
 
TROPARION TO SAINT BASIL THE GREAT - TONE ONE: 
Your teaching has spread over the whole world, which has accepted your instructions 
revealing the mystery of the Divinity. You clearly explained the nature of things and 
improved the human way of life. Holy Father and royal priest, intercede with Christ our 
God that He may save our souls. 
 
RESURRECTIONAL KONTAKION - TONE SEVEN: 
The dominion of death can no longer hold man captive, for Christ descended, shattering 
and destroying its powers!  Hell is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry: ‘The Savior 
has come to those in faith!  Enter you faithful into the Resurrection!’ 
 
KONTAKION TO SAINT BASIL THE GREAT - TONE FOUR: 
You have been a solid foundation of the Church, and for all mankind strengthened by 
your teaching, you secured an inalienable dignity O Venerable Basil, heaven-sent to us. 
 
CIRCUMCISION KONTAKION - TONE THREE: 
The Lord of All endures circumcision, thus in His benevolence, circumcising the sins of 
men. Today He grants salvation to the world while Basil, the Creator's high priest, 
Christ's saintly and illustrious interpreter of mysteries, rejoices in heaven. 
  

EPISTLE READINGS 
 
THE PROKEIMENON IN TONE EIGHT: 
Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee!  Let it praise Thy name, O Most High. 
 
SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY: 2 TIMOTHY 4: 5-8 



 

Brethren, when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  Therefore, you are no longer a 
slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
 
FOR THE CIRCUMCISION: COLOSSIANS 2: 8-12  
Brethren, beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according 
to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete 
in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. In Him you were also circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were 
raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
 
THE ALLELUIA VERSES: 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.  
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
 

GOSPEL READINGS 
 
SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY: MARK 1: 1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the 
people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, 
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
FOR THE CIRCUMCISION: LUKE 2: 20-21, 40-52 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
not know it, but supposing him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they 
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem, seeking him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him 
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when they saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your 
father and I have been looking for you anxiously.” And he said to them, “How is it that 
you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” And they did 
not understand the saying which he spoke to them. And he went down with them and 



 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature,[a] and in favor with God and man. 

 
FROM THE PROLOGUE: 

 
JANUARY 1/14, BY SAINT NIKOLAI VELIMIROVIC: 
The Circumcision of Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ 
On the eighth day following His birth, the Divine Child was presented in the Temple and 
circumcised according to the Law existing in Israel since the time of Abraham. On this 
occasion He was given the name Jesus, which the Archangel Gabriel had announced to 
the Most-holy Virgin Mary. The Old Testament circumcision was the prefiguring of the 
New Testament baptism. The circumcision of our Lord shows that He truly received upon 
Himself the body of man and not just seemingly, as was later taught of Him by heretics. 
Our Lord was also circumcised because He wanted to fulfill the entire Law, which He 
Himself gave through the prophets and forefathers. In fulfilling the written Law, He 
replaced it with baptism in His Holy Church, as was proclaimed by the Apostle Paul: For 
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature (Galatians 6:15). (In the liturgical calendar of the Church, this Feast of the 
Lord’s Circumcision has neither a forefeast nor an afterfeast.) 
 
Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea 
Basil was born during the reign of Emperor Constantine. While still unbaptized, he spent 
fifteen years in Athens, where he studied philosophy, rhetoric, astronomy and all the 
other secular sciences of that time. His colleagues there were Gregory the Theologian and 
Julian, later the apostate emperor. In his mature years he was baptized in the Jordan River 
along with Ebulios, his former teacher. He was Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia for 
almost ten years and completed his earthly life fifty years after his birth. He was a great 
defender of Orthodoxy, a great light of moral purity, a religious zealot, a great theological 
mind, and a great builder and pillar of the Church of God. Basil fully deserved the title 
“Great.” In liturgical services he is referred to as the “bee of the Church of Christ, which 
brings honey to the faithful and with its stinger pricks the heretics.” Numerous works of 
this Father of the Church are preserved; they include theological, apologetical, ascetical 
and canonical writings, as well as the Holy and Divine Liturgy named after him. This 
Divine Liturgy is celebrated ten times during the year: on the first of January, his feast 
day; on the eve of the Nativity of our Lord; on the eve of the Theophany of our Lord; on 
all Sundays of Great Lent except Palm Sunday; on Great and Holy Thursday; and on 
Great and Holy Saturday. St. Basil reposed peacefully on January 1, 379, and entered into 
the Kingdom of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: The Circumcision of Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 
Christ & Saint Basil the Great 
Thou Who gavest the Law to the world and to man, 
Thou, the Lawgiver, didst place Thyself under the Law. 
Others didst Thou enjoin by imposition—Thyself, voluntarily. 
That is why, on the eighth day, Thou wast circumcised in the flesh. 
In fulfilling the Law, Thou didst replace it with a new one: 
Circumcision of the flesh was replaced with a spiritual one, 
That we cut off from ourselves impure passions 
And gaze upon Thee with a pure spirit; 
That, with the spirit, we cut off and constrict the will of the body 



 

And by the spirit fulfill Thy will, O Savior. 
The saints taught this spiritual circumcision 
And left to us their fiery example. 
Wonderful Basil, like a ray of light, 
Teaches such circumcision to all generations. 
To Basil, Thy great servant, be glory. 
He was great because he humbled and denied himself before Thee: 
That is why he became great, and remains “the Great.” 
 
REFLECTION 
 Why is it necessary to listen to the Church and not to a man who thinks against the 
Church, even though he might be called the greatest thinker? Because the Church was 
founded by the Lord Jesus Christ and is guided by the inspiration of the Spirit of God; 
because the Church represents the realm of the Holy, a grove of cultivated fruit trees. If 
someone rises up against the realm of the Holy, it means that he is unholy. Why then 
listen to him? “The Church is an enclosure,” says the all-wise John Chrysostom. “If you 
are within, the wolf does not enter; but if you leave, the beasts will seize you. Do not 
distance yourself from the Church; there is nothing mightier than the Church. The Church 
is your hope. The Church is your salvation. The Church is higher than the heavens. The 
Church is harder than stone. The Church is wider than the world. The Church never 
grows old but always renews itself.” 
 
HOMILY 
on how we should depart from evil and do good 
Turn from evil, and do good (Psalm 34:15). 
With these words are expressed all the efforts by which we should labor here on earth and 
in the earth, i.e., on this material earth and in this physical body. In what, then, should our 
labor consist? To achieve two habits: first, to avoid evil and second, to do good. 
Concerning that which is good and that which is evil, our conscience tells us 
incompletely and unclearly, because our conscience is darkened by sin; but the teaching 
of Christ tells us completely and clearly that which is good and that which is evil. 
Brethren, what does our Lord ask of us? He asks that, as our altars always face the east, 
so should our souls be turned toward good. That we leave evil behind us; leave evil in the 
shadows; leave evil in the abyss of oblivion; leave evil in the darkness of the past; that 
we, from year to year, from day to day, extend ourselves toward good—think about good, 
yearn for good, speak about good, do good. The Lord is seeking builders and not 
destroyers. He who builds good, by the same act destroys evil. However, he who turns 
away from destroying evil, quickly forgets how to build good and is transformed into an 
evildoer.  
The Apostle of Christ teaches us: Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good 
(Romans 12:9). Hate evil but do not hate the man who commits evil, for he is sick. If you 
can, heal the sick person but do not kill him with your hatred. Adhere to good and only 
good, for good is from God, and God is the treasury of all good. 
O Good and All-gracious Lord, teach us to avoid evil and to do good for the sake of Thy 
glory and for the sake of our salvation. 
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 
 


