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Send your thoughts/comments or story suggestions to Dale -- dale@dauten.com. 
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STATUS UPDATE ON HDTV/INTERNET

by Dale Dauten

We just got a full progress report from Chris Castro of GDS and are pleased to pass along the good news that the last big hurdle 
to completing the project has been passed. It turns out that all the natural disasters around the country caused a backlog in 
materials and repair parts. As Chris put it, “a standard 90-day order has turned into a 180-day order.” He adds, “It has caused us to 
juggle around quite a bit upgrading and stabilizing as we can. We had a plan of action that outlined a strong completion date, 
continuing setbacks caused us to deviate from that plan. We just received a huge shipment of parts in for the outside plant. We 
had an expected arrival in early September and we finally received the shipment last Tuesday. It is currently being inventoried 
and we are making plans to best get these parts installed without causing major disruptions for the residents.” Exactly what this 
means for The Resort is detailed in Chris’s full report, available in the online edition of The Resorter.

...continued on back page

Most everyone in The Resort can relate to the thought that overtook Deb 
Jackson as she watched snow falling: “I’ve had enough winters. No more.” In 
Deb’s case, that thought came to her watching a snowstorm in Fargo one 
May afternoon, four years back. Yeah, May. 

So before the next winter came around she accepted an invitation from Bob 
Olson to visit The Resort. That’s when she discovered the joys of winter in 
the desert. “I loved being outside. I couldn’t get enough of riding around in 
a golf cart in January.” At the same time, she was falling for one particular spot in the 
desert: “I was so impressed with The Resort -- the facilities were great, and everything 
was so clean and organized. And I loved all the programs, especially the dances.” So 
Deb made winters with Bob at The Resort a regular occurrence. And this winter she’s 
not just another resident enjoying a sunny day on a golf cart; she’s the new Activities 
Assistant.

THE COLD YEARS
More on her job in a minute, but first let’s back up and fill in Deb’s life before The Resort. 
She was born in North Dakota but grew up in Sidney, Montana where her father worked 
in the oil fields and her mother in healthcare. Not being familiar with Sidney, I looked 

it up. It’s a one zip code town, with 6300 people. (I also learned that it’s big 
enough for a Christmas Parade of Lights. But if you’re thinking of 

attending, you should know that the website has 
a large announcement that amounts 

to this: For safety reasons, 
no longer will 

    Deb Jackson
        Activities Department
Tickets, Please

and The

Tickets Please
Santa or anyone else be allowed to throw candy to the crowd. 
Sigh. Even in a town of 6300 you have your bureaucrats.) 

After school, Deb worked in healthcare and sales, and along 
the way had two kids, Jared and Mariah, and moved her 
family to Fargo. Of the jobs she had there, the one that she 
feels most strongly about is her time with Hospice of the Red 
River Valley, remarking, “It really wasn’t a job; it was a calling. 
Such work is an honor.”

She’s been in Fargo for the past 18 years, and her kids still live 
there, as does one of her passions: “Bison football.” That’s the 
North Dakota State Bisons, who, she pointed out, “have won 
six of the last seven National Titles in Division 1.” 

THE NEW JOB
It was earlier this year that the new Activities Director, Ann 
Christensen, approached Deb about joining her team as 
Activities Assistant, and Deb was quick to accept. I first met 
her in early October, her second week on the job, and I 
asked what she was working on. “Tickets,” she replied.  
“Tickets, tickets, tickets.” That because they were in the 
middle of designing and printing the tickets for the 
whole season. 

When we talked more recently, she was working 
on the volunteer lists for all the events of the season 
and invited residents to stop by and sign up. “You can 
be as busy as you want to be in our community,” Deb 
said. “I love that the residents have so much to choose 
from.” She adds that one of the pleasure of the job has 
been sharing events with the folks from our sister park, 
Silveridge: “This is another chance to meet new people, 
and isn’t that what it’s about?” 

THE PHOTOGRAPHY
When she isn’t working, Deb writes poetry and is an amateur 
photographer. We talked her into sharing a few photos with 
us. We close with those…
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ANNOUNCING

COMING IN EARLY DECEMBER

The Crafty Ladies make quilts for La Mesita 
all year long and this is the event where they 
present their work to a representative of the 
shelter. Their efforts continue a longstanding 
tradition, with The Resort having supported the 

You’ll find a BAKE SALE and a CRAFTS SALE.  Plus, a RAFFLE, REFRESHMENTS, 
and the music of The Resort’s own HANDBELL QUARTET.

work of La Mesita for over a quarter of a century.
The cost of admission is simply a donation, 
either via canned goods or cash. All proceeds 
go directly to La Mesita in Mesa, a part of the 
New Leaf organization.

THE CRAFTY LADIES CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO 

{ }

Always well-attended, this annual event is one 
that residents look forward to. The Director, Jan 
Herman, tells us, “I’m so impressed with the work 
that our people do. And it’s so much fun to see 

our residents perform -- like watching family.” 
(Rumor has it that there will also be a time for 
audience participation. And there will be a call 
for new voices to join in for the Spring Chorale.)

Winter Chorale: The

There is a $2 admission fee that goes to cover expenses, and there will be refreshments.

The Resort Ballroom, Sunday, December 9th at 7PM

Sunday, December 2 at 7PM, in The Resort Ballroom

THE MEMBERS OF THE RESORT’S CHOIR CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO 



STATUS UPDATE ON HDTV/INTERNET
WWe just got a full progress report from Chris Castro of GDS and are pleased to 
pass along the good news that the last big hurdle to completing the project has 
been passed. It turns out that all the natural disasters around the country 
caused a backlog in materials and repair parts. As Chris put it, “a standard 90-day 
order has turned into a 180-day order.” He adds, “It has caused us to juggle 
around quite a bit upgrading and stabilizing as we can. We had a plan of action 
that outlined a strong completion date, continuing setbacks caused us to 
dedeviate from that plan. We just received a huge shipment of parts in for the 
outside plant. We had an expected arrival in early September and we nally 
received the shipment last Tuesday. It is currently being inventoried and we are 
making plans to best get these parts installed without causing major 
disruptions for the residents.”
 
Included in the shipment is Auto Gain Control. Chris explained its signicance: 
“This system automatically adjusts the signal in the park based off the current 
temperatures. This is a huge upgrade as we can see 40+ temperature swings in 
the desert from night to day. This cuts back maintenance costs as well as frees us 
up from having technicians multiple times a year go through and rebalance the 
system due to seasonal temperature changes as our summer residents 
denitely saw.”
  
Chris also wanted to pass along a message from the installers at both parks:
““Please don’t purchase parts at RadioShack, Lowes, Home Depot or Best Buy. Do 
not re-use the cabling and splitters that you have coiled up in boxes and saved 
for years. We are still seeing a lot of RG-59 wire installed or connectors that are 
being bought and improperly installed. These not only impede your services 
but can cause noise to back feed into the system that affects all your neighbors 
as well.”
 
CChris added this explanation: “When we talk about noise, it’s pretty simple -- 
everything in the cable is a radio wave. Everyone can tune into a radio station in 
their home or car. Well, when bad cabling is installed or bad connectors are 
installed they allow those radio waves to bleed into the cable system and 
overpower the conversations that are happening to deliver your internet and tv 
service. 



Also gold looks awesome and mentally holds value but in the cable world, gold 
has the value of paying to have someone come and rip it all out.”  
 
We also got this further detail from Chris on the work at The Resort:
 
““With the new parts here we will begin scheduling outside plant techs to begin 
making changes and installing the nal parts. As of now, we will not be taking 
the entire system down and installing all these newer parts. We are too far into 
the season now to do that. We will instead focus on installing the major 
components affected and changing out other parts through the season as 
needed in order to minimize disruption.
 
““The Resort has had new and additional ampliers installed throughout the 
park. We have also completed installation of additional power supplies in order 
to support these components. Bad cabling has been repaired and or replaced, 
and conduits were installed over the summer, as needed. The pedestals and 
wiring will all be cleaned up as we move through and an area is deemed 100%.”



    December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
8-1 Patio Sale 

 

2 
7pm LaMesita 

Canned Goods 
Donation 

 

 

3 
8:30 Rockin w 
Rhonda 

 

10: 00 Line 
Dancing 

4 
8:45 Yoga 

 

 

5 
8:00 Blood  
Pressure Clinic 

 

12:30 pm      
Resort Jam 

 

6 
8:45 Yoga 

 
1pm Car Show 
Meeting 

7 
11 :00 Chicken 
Bash 

 

7pm Dance 
Spotlight 

8 
8:00 $5.00 
Breakfast 

9 

 

 

 
7pm Christmas 

Chorale 

10 
10: 00 Line 
Dancing 

11 
8:45 Yoga 

 

9:45 Fashions by 
New Image 

12 
12:30 pm      
Resort Jam 

13 
8:45 Yoga 

 

11:00 Sky Med 
Lunch  
 

5:00 Dinner 

6:30 pm Bingo 

14 

 

 
6pm Christmas 

Golf Cart Pa-
rade 

15 

 
8:30 Kitchen 

Band Break-
fast 

16 17 
8:30 Rockin w 
Rhonda 

 

10:00  Line 
Dancing 

18 
8:45 Yoga 

19 
8:00 Blood  
Pressure Clinic 

 
12:30 pm      
Resort Jam 

20 
8:45 Yoga 

 

 

5:00 Dinner 

 

6:30 pm Bingo 

21 
11:00 Tac o 
Bash 

 

 

7pm Dance 

Gordy & Debbie 

 

22 

23 24 
10: 00 Line 
Dancing 

25 

 

26 
12:30 pm      
Resort Jam 

27 
8:45 Yoga 

 

 

5:00 Dinner 

 

6:30 pm Bingo 

28 29 

       

30 31 
6:30 pm New 
Years Eve  




