THE HYMN SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Winner of the 2016 Hymn Contest, “Formed in Faith, Shaped by Song” is Announced

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Richmond, Virginia.  The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada is pleased to announce the winner of our 2016 Hymn Search on the theme, Formed in Faith, Shaped by Song.  The contest was a search for a theologically rich hymn or song that engages the theme of the role of congregational singing in faith formation.
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The winning text, “The Hymns that Lead to Faith” was written by The Rev. Dr. John A. Dalles.  Rev. Dalles is pastor and Head of Staff of Wekiva Presbyterian Church in Longwood, Florida.  He is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University (Bachelor of Science in Architecture), Lancaster Theological Seminary of the United Church of Christ (Master of Divinity) and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A (Doctor of Ministry).  Before coming to Wekiva, he served as Minister of Congregational Life at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh (1986-1997) and as Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of South Bend, South Bend, IN (1982-1986).   Dalles has been active in denominational life, serving as Moderator of Central Florida Presbytery in 2013 and as the Chair of the Council of Central Florida Presbytery in 2014.  

A Life Member of The Hymn Society, Dalles’ hymn texts may be found in Presbyterian Hymnal (1990), The New Century Hymnal, The Moravian Book of Worship, Worship Together, The Covenant Hymnal, The book of Praise (Presbyterian Church in Canada) and The Australian Book of Praise II.  John has three published collections of hymns:  Swift Currents and Still Waters (2000, GIA) “We Turn To God” (2010, Wayne Leupold) and “God Is The Sginer’s Friend, (2013, Wayne Leupold).  Twice Dalles’ hymns have won the highly regarded Macalester Plymouth Hymn Competition, in 2012 and 2013.  

He is married to the former Judith Ann Taylor, a registered nurse and they are the parents of two adult children.   

In addition, three additional texts were selected for honorable mention:

“I Sing the Love that Dreamed Creation,” by Mary Kay Beall
“When Singing Alleluia, Hosanna, or Amen,” by Steven R. Janco
“Together in This Sacred Space,” by Stephen Stacks

The full text of all four hymns may be viewed on The Hymn Society website:
www.thehymnsociety.org/
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