
 

 

 

 

 

 

August 4, 2017 
 

Dear City Tree Families: 

Welcome to a new school year! We are looking forward to seeing you on the first day of school, Monday, August 28! 
 

Back-to-School Morning: Parents and children are invited to join us on Friday, August 25 any time between  

7:45-9:30am to obtain school-wide information and visit classrooms. I know many of you are interested in class 

placement for the fall. Because there are often last minute changes and new students enrolling, this information will not 

be available until our Back-to-School Morning. Please read the enclosed flyer for details. 
 

We are in the process of switching our data management & billing system to RenWeb! 

In the past, our first tuition bill for the new school year came out the end of July and 

were mailed so that you could pay by the August 1 due date. Since the transition to this 

new system is taking some time, here are some details on what to expect: 

• We are expecting tuition bills to be sent via EMAIL (not US mail) between August 4-8. We will be using the emails we 

have on file. If you do not think we have your current email please contact Amanda Ochoa with your updated email 

information ASAP! 

• Due to the later arrival of your bill, we will not require tuition payment until Thursday, August 10. Late fees will be 

added ON Tuesday, August 15. 

• You can pay tuition with cash, check, money order, or pay with a credit card online through our website. Please note: 

If you are set up for electronic funds transfer, it will continue on through the new school year unless you have notified 

us that you have a change in account info or cancelled it. We expect EFT transfers will occur around August 9 or 10. 

• All future tuition payments will be due on the 1st of the month per tuition agreement. 

• Please be on the lookout for more information about RenWeb and specifically the parent portal that will soon be 

available to you! 
 

Parent Communication: Each Thursday we send our Weekly Email Update. This is our main way of communicating with 

ALL City Tree families, and to be informed, every family should be checking this weekly. Please make sure you are 

receiving this important information. If you are not receiving our emails, sign up on our website at citytree.org  (bottom 

of home page), or stop by the office and leave us your email. Important information about the fall will begin to be listed, 

so please sign up soon! If you do not have access to email, a printed copy is posted each week near the Middle School 

sign-in area. In addition, we will continue to post information at the entrance of the school and the PTO bulletin boards 

outside the school office will be a resource for up to date information. We strive to make our school website a very 

helpful site for all current and prospective parents, so make sure to refer to it often. City Tree’s Facebook page, “City 

Tree Christian School,” is also a great source for school information, photos, and other items of interest to families. 

Please make a point of “liking” us. 
 

PTO Gala Improvements: Our 2017 Gala raised over $40,000 to enrich programs at City Tree. We are excited to use this 

money to fund technology and arts programs for City Tree preschool, elementary, and middle school students as well as 

some special items purchased by parents for individual classrooms. We are grateful to our Parent Teacher Organization 

for their hard work in raising these funds and to all the parents and friends of the school who show their support.   
 

Arts: We have already earmarked 2017 Gala funds for our K-5 Art Teacher, Preschool Music Teacher, Cinematography 

Club, and to partially fund the K-8 music and band programs. 
 

Technology: We are excited to continue our 4th year of partnership with Beyond Technology Education! This company 

specializes in assisting schools upgrade and integrate technology on both a broad level and very specifically for each 

grade. 

• Technology Classes for Students: Our K-8 students will begin their 4th year of technology classes using the Beyond 

Technology curriculum. Our new technology teacher, Mr. Simmer, attended a summer multi-day training program. 



Technology Integration Projects: Each K-8 teacher will consult with a technology specialist, provided by Beyond 

Technology, 2-3 times during the school year to design comprehensive and subject specific projects that effectively 

integrate technology into their instruction. 

• Staff Training: Preschool and K-8 teachers receive technology in-service training several times during the 2017-2018 

school year. 
 

We continue to upgrade our existing technology infrastructure, hardware, and software. While some of those changes 

are less visible than direct instruction, we continue to see that by bringing in new and better technology teachers at all 

levels have more tools to use within the classroom both for their own instruction delivery as well as for direct student 

use. This year’s exciting new additions include access to music libraries and streaming music for preschool teachers, an 

upgraded A/V in the Geneva Room which will greatly enhance our music class instruction, assemblies, and after school 

program, a 1:1 device ratio for grades 4-8, and smaller sets of tablets and laptops for grades K-3. 
 

Welcome Kellye Carroll, Preschool Director!  

We are pleased to welcome Kellye Carroll as our new Preschool Director! Kellye is not new to City Tree, many of you 

may already know her as our teacher of grades 4 & 5 last school year or from her work as a preschool teacher from 

2010-2012. In addition to her preschool experience at City Tree, Mrs. Carroll was a teacher and then assistant director at 

El Cajon Wesleyan Preschool from 2013-2016. Mrs. Carroll has a rich educational background that benefits our school. 

She received her Bachelor's Degree from Chapman University and her Master's Degree and teaching credential from the 

University of California at San Diego. Mrs. Carroll has completed the coursework for her doctorate degree and has begun 

her work on her dissertation. Mrs. Carroll & Mrs. Wadley are working closely together to make this the best possible 

transition for our children, parents, and staff. They worked together for an entire week in late June and have continued 

in close communication as Mrs. Wadley has moved to her position at Point Loma Nazarene University. We are thrilled 

that Kellye Carroll will direct City Tree's preschool. Please take time to introduce yourself and welcome her! 
 

Your Help is Needed: 

• City Tree Work Day: On Saturday, August 19 from 8:45am-1:00pm, City Tree families and First Presbyterian Church 

members will be partnering for a work morning to get the school ready for fall. More information provided in the 

email updates, but mark this day on your calendar now! This is a great way for families to get a jump start on their 

Family Participation hours. Contact Ben Montoya (benamontoya@gmail.com) or call (619)507-1777 with questions. 

• Cherrydale Farms Gifts & Gift Wrap: At the beginning of the school year our PTO is sponsoring Cherrydale Farms gift 

and gift wrap sales. We ask each Preschool and K-8 family to participate in this important sale as it funds all the PTO 

activities for the whole school year. The goal is to raise $6000. It is critical that families work hard to gather as many 

sales as possible as it greatly benefits all the children of City Tree. Order forms will be in your Back-to-School folder. 

Contact Peter Tucker (tuckerp87@gmail.com) if you would like to assist. 

• Folder Stuffing: We need parent help to stuff Back-to-School Folders on Wednesday, August 23. The task will begin at 

9:00am and will last until about 1:00pm. Contact Amanda Ochoa if you can assist (amanda.ochoa@citytree.org). 

• Uniform Sale: We will have our annual used uniform sale at our Back-to-School Morning. Uniforms will be sold at 

reasonable prices and all profits will benefit our students. If you have outgrown uniforms and would like to donate 

them to the school to be sold on that day, drop them off at the office on or before Tuesday, August 22. Volunteers are 

needed to set up the uniform sale beginning at 9:00am on Thursday, August 24 and to run the sale on Friday, August 

25 during Back-to-School Morning. Call or email the school office (amanda.ochoa@citytree.org) if you would like to 

help. 
 

God is at work in our midst. It is a blessing to see children grow in knowledge, grow in faith, and grow in compassion. I 

am excited about this school year and looking forward to partnering together with each of you. Thank you for entrusting 

your child to us. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Sue Kennedy 

Principal 


