
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

READ: MARK 1:14-20 THE MESSAGE 
“14-15 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee preaching the 

Message of God: “Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here. Change your life and believe the Message.” 
 

16-18 Passing along the beach of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew net-fishing.  

Fishing was their regular work. Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman  

out of you. I’ll show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask  

questions. They dropped their nets and followed. 
 

19-20 A dozen yards or so down the beach, he saw the brothers James and John, Zebedee’s sons. They  

were in the boat, mending their fishnets. Right off, he made the same offer. Immediately, they left their  

father Zebedee, the boat, and the hired hands, and followed.”  

 
We are in a new year, yet, I don’t know about you, but over the past few Sundays, I have sensed a new anointing 
of the Holy Spirit touching us in our worship of God together.  I have sensed a new pulse and flow of the power of 
the Spirit in our music, prayers, scripture, preaching and call to discipleship. Yes, call to discipleship, through our 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness (PPGSW). PGFWABF, praise God from Whom all blessings flow.   

The Holy Spirit’s anointing not only prompts and calls us to acknowledge Christ coming to earth, dying on the 
cross, and rising to eternal life, but also the anointing of Jesus Christ who invited the first disciples to “Come with 
me.” The first disciples didn’t ask questions, didn’t hesitate, but rather answered the call and followed him.  

For over two millennia, people answered the call, believed the Message, and their lives were changed. They were 
anointed. Without them, where would we be?  If someone who answered the call and followed, hadn’t reached 
out and invited us to believe and follow, where would our lives be now? If the person who invited us to Christ, 
hadn’t been a conduit of the Holy Spirit’s anointing, how would our lives been different? 

As I look over my life, I identify that life has been one of constant anointing and calling that exuded a response.  
Life has been a series of answering the calls of God, and to follow and to fish for people, that is, to invite others.   

How about you? God is anointing you with the Spirit, calling you to follow and anoint others with God’s call to 
follow. How have you answered? How are you answering? How will you answer?  The choice is yours and the 
choice is mine. May our choices positively anoint our PPGSW as we PGFWABF! 

Prayer: Loving Lord, thank you for the times I have willing responded to your anointing and calling in my life. 
Forgive me for the times I have ignored your call, tuned out your call, or ran from your call. May I receive a new 
anointing of your call on my life to follow you and share You with others.  Amen. 

Grace and peace, 
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Finance Update for General Cost of Ministry 

2017 Giving Overview 

General Operating Cost $ 755,356 

Beyond General Operating Cost $ 110,161 

Total Given $ 865,517 

Thank you for your offerings, blessings, and support! 

FUMC REFUGE YOUTH 

We are so excited to kick off our new semester! The Spring semester is always such a whirlwind and these next few months 

will not be an exception. As we continue to gel as a program, I ask for your prayers not only for myself and our leaders, but 

specifically for our youth. I would love for them to feel the love and support of this congregation in an entirely new way! If 

you would join me in prayer this month, praying for the growth of the program as well as the personal spiritual development 

of our youth, I know that God will show up in some mighty and amazing ways! I look forward to our February Connexion 

having some great stories!  

Kyle 

Kyle Powell 

Director of Youth Ministries 

214-404-7984 
 

December was a very busy month for FUMC children.  The 

children made Christmas Goodies and had them available for sale 

to church members.  It was so much fun and the money earned 

will go towards sending the children to camp and for Vacation 

Bible School.  Thank you to everyone who purchased our goodies.  

 

 

 

 

One of our favorite activities during the Christmas season is to visit Avante 

Rehabilitation Center.  The children sang for the residents who greatly enjoyed the 

carols during their dinner hour.  They finished up walking up and down the halls 

singing and waving to those who were not able to be in the dining room. 

 

Mission Possible Kids made ornaments that were sent to 

our homebound church members.  Thank you to all who 

brought children’s socks as we are using them for one of our 

January projects.  

The children participated in an impromptu pageant during both Christmas Eve services dressed as Mary, Joseph, 

angels, a star, the animals, shepherds and wise men.  Thank you, Kyle for reading the story to us. 

Blessings 

Ms Bonnie 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS: 

 General Budget in lieu of Christmas cards from Mary Lou Niethamer 

 General Budget in lieu of Christmas cards from Jim and Betty McConnell 

 General Budget in lieu of Christmas cards from Mike and Kathy Minturn 
 

HONORARIUM: 

 In honor of Kyle Powell to Refuge Rocks Youth Fund from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 

In honor: Richard and Jennifer Cox, Koinonia teachers, to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 

In honor: All the FUMC staff to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 

In honor of John Tilley's birthday to Chapel Renewal from Jimmy and Christine Burkett and  

In honor of John Tilley’s birthday to General Budget honorarium from Jack and Pat Carnell 

In honor of John Tilley's birthday to Chancel Choir from Jeff and Connie Baker 

In honor of Frank and Mildred Sinclair to General Budget from David Sinclair, Barbara Bell and Judy Baggett 

In honor of Nita and Lewis Patrick to Choir Fund from David and Sarah Patrick 
 

IN MEMORY OF: 

 In Memory of Sally Wicks: 

General Budget from Jerry Wicks 

General Budget from Jackie Elseman 
General Budget from Gayle and Windell Baggett 
General Budget from Terry Huebner 
General Budget from Ben Finkerbiner 
General Budget from Karl Mullins 

 General Budget from John Tilley  
Chapel Renewal Fund from Mickey and Linda Wheeler 
Chapel Renewal Fund from Anne Wicks 
Myrtle Beard Scholarship Fund from Dick and Jeanell Bischofhausen 

 

Mac and Jackie Spruce to the Chapel Renewal Fund from W.M. Spruce, Jr. 

Janice Summers to Chapel Renewal Fund from Mike and Kathy Minturn  

Mary Nell Cox to Chapel Renewal Fund from Mike and Kathy Minturn 

Mary Nell Cox to Chapel Renewal Fund from Paul and Dottie Creech  
Novice Nicholson to Chapel Renewal Fund from Paul and Dottie Creech 
Novice Nicholson to General Budget from Mike and Kathy Minturn 
Connie Steinbach to General Budget from Windell and Gayle Baggett 
Mary Dixon to General Budget from Jack and Pat Carnell 
Ruth Woodward to General Budget from Theresa and Al Bowers 
Ruth Woodward to Children's Ministry from Vickie McConnell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
JANUARY 2018 

 



THANK YOU! 
 

First United Methodist Church Friends: 
  

Many, many thanks for all the prayers, support, cards, and expressions of concern to me and my dear wife, 
Sally, through the various stages of her dementia. I know she rests in peace now with God’s never ending love. My 
family and I feel blessed to have had the Spirit of God, and your support to help carry us through those difficult 
years. 
  

With God’s Love, 

Jerry Wicks 
 
To My Friends at First United Methodist Church: 
 

I want to thank you all for thinking of me during the Christmas season with so many wonderful gifts, 
snacks, and goodies. But even more than that, the many heartfelt cards and thoughtful notes meant so much to 
me and made me feel loved and blessed. I miss seeing you all and want you to know that you are in my thoughts 
and prayers. Please share my deep appreciation with all those who participated. 
 

With much love, 

Boosh Brown 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter from Ken Cooper     A Letter from Emma’s House 

Music Notes  

Greetings from your New Music Director 

Psalms 34:1-3 

“I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul will make its boast in the 

Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together. ” 

First of all, what a joy to come back home!  I am so excited to be coming back to Irving as the New Music Director. I am 

feeling more welcome than ever in this wonderful congregation.  I sincerely thank you for your warm welcome and words of 

encouragement.  Also, it is my pleasure and honor to be joining as a new staff member, and I am very much looking 

forward to working with our wonderful church staff. 

As I start my position as Music Director I pray that God will use me for His Kingdom and give me wisdom to glorify Him 

through the music gift God has given me. The first thing I want to do is focus on my calling: enabling people to feel and 

experience the presence of God during worship. Worship is not about music, but it is all about God.  It is experiencing God’s 

presence, not just singing, that changes lives.  Therefore, my calling is not just leading worship, but it is communicating the 

reality of Jesus Christ through music so that people can know Him personally while we are worshiping. 

I also pray that our music program at FUMC may grow and improve so that we may continue to serve and grow the 

Church in our community through music. Our church has the potential to cultivate a fantastic music program, and it is with 

this goal in mind that I ask for your prayers so that I and the Music Department would be able to please God, serve the 

Church, and reach a wider audience so that our Irving church can continue to grow. 

In the Bible, David went to play music that helped heal King Saul’s sickness. In other words, David met King Saul’s 

needs by bringing music to where he was. Also, Saul and Silas sang in a place where there was no hope, but when they 

started to worship, singing opened the door of hope. When heavenly music has been played, there was, is, and always will 

be a touching, healing, and encouraging presence that changes people’s lives. 

I believe this might be happening in FUMC, but I cannot do this by myself. I need your prayers, help, and support.  I will 

greatly appreciate anything you can do to help us grow our music ministry and reach our community for Christ.  It is through 

music that I humbly strive to worship and glorify God, and I hope that together, we will be able to spread God’s Word 

through the music program at FUMC. Once again, I thank you for your welcome and support, and I hope that our music 

ministry will become as dear to you as it has become to me. 

Blessings 

David Lee, 

Director of Music and Worship 

   Let’s make a joyful noise together in 2018! 

If you can speak you can sing,  
If you can count one, two, three, four, then you can ring bells. 
Please come join and we will help you to sing and ring. 
 

 
Adult Choir 
 . Chancel Choir (youth-adult) rehearse Wednesdays 7-8:30 pm  
Youth Choir 
 . Refuge R.O.C.K.S. (grades 6-12) rehearse Sundays 5-6 pm  
Children’s Choir 
 . Cherub Choir (ages 3-5) rehearse Wednesdays 6-6:45 pm  
 . Angel Choir (grades 1-5) rehearse Wednesdays 6-6:45 pm  
 . Children's Chime Choir (grades 3-5) rehearse Wednesdays 5:30-6 pm  
Handbell Choir 
 . Refuge Rings (grades 6-12) rehearse Sundays 6-6:30 pm  
 . Alleluia Ringers (youth-adult) rehearse Sundays 3:45–4:50 pm  
Worship Team 
 . Praise Band (youth-adult) rehearse Sundays 8:45 – 9:15 am  



 

COLIN CRAFT RECEIVES TUMCA SCHOLARSHIP 

 

 

Colin Craft, of our congregation, has received a scholarship for 

this academic year from the Texas United Methodist College 

Association. Colin is a student at McMurry University. In fact, 

because our congregation pays its TUMCA apportionment, it 

can be said that these scholarship funds have come from the 

home congregation. 

TUMCA gathers apportioned funds from congregations across 

Texas and disburses these funds to Texas United Methodist 

colleges and universities. All the funds that are distributed to 

McMurry University in Abilene, Southern Methodist 

University in Dallas, Southwestern University in Georgetown, 

and Texas Wesleyan University in Fort Worth go for 

scholarships for students who live in Texas and whose home 

church is a United Methodist church in Texas. None of the 

funds go to administration or for bricks and mortar. The 

emphasis is on the student. 

 

 

 

Our TUMCA apportionment is bearing the fruit of 

education in a faith-forming environment- 

something that makes a difference in a life and for a 

lifetime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN SKIP AND AMY BAYLES FOR FAITH PROMISE  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH 

 

Skip and Amy Bayles are missionaries we support and they work with 

The Maghreb Partnership. TMP has focused on bringing together the 

church in the west with workers among The Maghreb in Europe and 

North Africa. Churches are being planted and workers are being trained 

to go to many parts of the Muslim world. 

 

We are excited to have Skip and Amy joining us for Faith Promise 

Sunday, February 11th. During the Sunday School hour, they will be in 

Hargrove Hall talking and sharing a video. In the Sunday morning worship service, Amy will be 

talking to our children during the children’s moment, and Skip will be sharing during the message. 

 

We can’t wait to hear how God is at work with these missionaries we support with our gifts. 

Please join us! 


