
Christmas Candlelight Service  

Sunday, December 15, 7:00 pm 

at Our Saviorõs featuring the 

OSL/Melo Choir & others 

Coffee Fellowship will follow 

Please come! 
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Christmas Eve      
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Sunday, December 

24th at 4:30 pm  

at Our Saviorõs, 

with Holy  

Communion. 
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Rev. Ron Warnes 
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Office: 745-4478 
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Sunday Worship Times 

9:00 am Melo Worship 
9:30 am Adult Bible Study 

 & OSL Sunday School 
10:00 am Melo Sunday School  

& Coffee Fellowship 
10:15 am OSL Coffee Fellowship 

10:45 am OSL Worship 
 

A video of OSL Sunday Wor-
ship can be seen on Monday 
at 3:30 pm on cable channel 

13 and on YouTube.  The 
service is streamed live also.  
A link can be found on the 
OSL/Melo church website, 
and archived services can 

be viewed as well:  
www.oursaviors-melo.org. 

December 19th 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 

The Melo Sunday School Christmas Program  

Is Sunday, December 15th at 9:00 a.m.  

There will be a pancake breakfast hosted by the 

Sunday School following the program.  

The OSL Sunday School Christmas Program  

is Sunday, December 15th at 10:45 a.m. 

A Christmas meal will follow the program. 

All are welcome to attend~Bring a friend! 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to 

change your servant 

month at OSL, or if you 

want to change your 

spot in the rotation at 

melo , please contact the 

church office (745 -4478) 

by mid -January 2020.  If 

youõre able to be an osl 

servant month leader, 

please contact the     

office. Thank you to all 

for serving others at 

your churches !!  

 

The North Star Manor              

Birthday/Christmas Party        

Tuesday, December 10, 2:30 pm  

at the North Star Manor,           

hosted by the Lydia/Phoebe Circle. 

~Family & Friends Events~                  

Pancake Breakfast at Melo 

Sunday, December 15,   

hosted by the Sunday School  

after the Christmas Program 

Christmas Meal  

at OSL, December 15,        

hosted by the Youth after the 

Christmas Program 

All are welcome!!  



Advent Leads to Christmas  

 As I write the Pastorõs article, it is not 
even Thanksgiving, and the stores are filled 
with Christmas wonder.  Evergreen trees, 
Christmas lights, ornaments, and figurines of 
all sorts line the aisles.  

 As you walk through your neighborhood 
and as you walk through the stores, look for the 
signs of Christmas.  Which ones point to the 
coming of the Christ Child?  Which ones point 
away from Him?  

 Advent is from a Latin word that means 
òcomingó.  During Advent we look forward to the 
birth of Jesus, salvation, and the coming of 
eternal life.  We focus on His coming as a baby 
and His return when Jesus will come to earth 
again someday.  

 Luke 1:31 -33 speaks of the angelõs an-
nouncement to Mary: òYou will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him 
Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give 
Him the throne of His father, David, and He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever; His king-
dom will have no end.ó 

 The Scriptures tell us that Jesus will be 
given a throne - He will reign and His kingdom 
will never end.  His kingdom is born in each one 
of us as we welcome His coming.  How can you 
look forward to Jesusõ coming? 

 As you decorate your house for Christ-
mas, look for things that point to Christ.  For 
example, point out the star at the top of the 
tree.  The evergreen tree points to the gift of 
eternal life.  Christmas cards and letters an-
nounce the coming and birth of a king.  

 In the busy and often hectic days of the 
holidays, pray that the Holy Spirit will fill your 
heart and life with Christ.  Center the holiday 
activities around the spiritual richness of 
Christ.      

   Regularly worship with the entire family.    
Invite neighbors and friends to the many ser-
vices in December which point us to Christ.  

 Fill your cup this Advent  
and Christmas with spiritual food 
which will satisfy.  

 See you in worship!    

 Pastor Janet Warnes  
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From the Pastor 
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   òFor to us a child is born, to us a Son is given,  

    and the government will be on his shoulders.   

           And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,  

             Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ó   

        Isaiah 9:6  

 A blessed Christmas to you and your loved ones.  

 This year as you gather with family and friends we are reminded of the great gift we have 

in Jesus Christ.  Christmas is always a special time of year.  We are captivated by the lights, the 

music, the smell of fresh pine, the smell of cookies baking, and the nativity scenes.  It is easy to  

become overwhelmed and overbooked with holiday parties, shopping expeditions, and holiday 

gatherings.  I would invite you to take just a few minutes each day and focus your thoughts and 

prayers on Christ.  

Christ is present with and for us this Christmas Season.  Each one of the Advent Services, 

Christmas Programs, and Christmas Services are designed to lead us further into the meaning 

that this beautiful season has.   

Pause, even as you read this Christmas letter, to celebrate Christ in your midst.  Jesus comes 

to us through the Word and Sacrament.  Jesus comes to us through family and friends.  Jesus 

comes to us through the beautiful Christmas carols of the season.  

Jesus comes to you.  He knows our need and our concerns.  He carries them for us.  He opens 

for us the way to experience His eternal presence.   

May your Christmas be blessed by the presence of the Christ - Child.      Pastor Janet      
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Christmas Letter from the Pastor 

December 1st   1st Sunday in Advent ~ Prophetôs Candle 
 9:00 am   Worship at Melo with Holy Communion 
10:00 am  Melo Coffee FellowshipðNo Sunday School 
 9:30 am   No OSL Sunday School or Adult Bible Study 
10:15 am  Coffee Fellowship at OSL 
10:45 am  Worship at Our Saviorôs with Holy Communion 
11:45 am  9th Grade Confirmation at OSL 
 
December 8th   2nd Sunday in Advent ~ Shepherdôs Candle  
9:00 am    Worship at Melo with Christmas Hymn Sing 
10:00 am  Melo Coffee Fellowship and Sunday School 
9:30 am    Adult Bible Study and Sunday School at OSL 
10:15 am  OSL Coffee Fellowship 
10:45 am  Worship at OSL with Christmas Hymn Sing 
 
December 15th   3rd Sunday in Advent  
Melo & Our Saviorôs Sunday School Christmas Programs 
9:00 am  Worship at Melo / Sunday School Program 
9:30 am  Adult Bible Study and Sunday School at OSL 
10:00 am  Pancake Breakfast at Melo ~ All are welcome 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship at OSL - Birthday Cake for Jesus 
10:45 am Worship at Our Saviorôs / Sunday School Program 
11:45 am Christmas Meal at OSL 
(Free-will offering / Youth fundraiser and cookies will be   
available for purchase 

 December 15th   (cont.) 
7:00 pm  Annual Candlelight 
Service at OSL featuring the        
OSL/Melo Choir & others;  
Coffee Fellowship follows 
 
December 22nd   4th Sunday in Advent ~ Angelôs Candle 
 (No Sunday School or Adult Bible Study)  
 9:00 am  Worship at Melo  
10:00 am  Coffee Fellowship at Melo 
10:15  am  Coffee Fellowship at OSL   
10:45 am  Worship at Our Saviorôs  
 
December 24th   Christmas Eve Service for Melo and OSL 
4:30 pm  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at  
Our Saviorôs with Holy Communion    
*Note:  No worship on December 25th. 
 

December 29th   1st Sunday of Christmas 
(No Sunday School or Adult Bible Study)  
9:00 am  Worship at Melo  
10:00 am  Coffee Fellowship at Melo 
10:15  am  Coffee Fellowship at OSL 
10:45 am  Worship at Our Saviorôs  

Sundays in December You Wonõt Want to Miss!  Celebrating Christôs Coming 



Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church Council  
 October 2019 Meeting Minutes  

     
The October 22, 2019, OSL Council meeting was 

called to order at 7:05 pm by Sharon Nelson. Pastor 

Janet opened with a devotion and prayer.   

Present:  

Sharon Nelson, Jim Duckstad, Amanda Liebersbach, 

Kaitlin Barbosa 

Absent: Tony Johnson, Travis Hanel, Mike Miller 

 

This monthõs agenda and last monthõs meeting 

minutes:   

Jim made a motion and Kaitlin seconded to approve 

the previous monthõs minutes and the agenda.  Mo-

tion carried. 

Treasurerõs Report:   

Generous offering in September and nothing out of 

ordinary for expenses.  Expenses for pulpit supply 

will be reimbursed through the synod.  Discussion 

on moving council meeting to third Tuesday instead 

of first Tuesday so that we will have bank state-

ments that can be reconciled.   

Pastorsõ Report:   

Due to medical leave, most visitations were done by 

phone call.  There is an upcoming wedding on Octo-

ber 26 and 6 baptisms coming up.  There was one 

funeral and one more scheduled.  The National 

Youth Gathering will take place in 2021 in Minneap-

olis.  

Jim made a motion to receive into adult member-

ship Patrick Maruska and Lindsey Bring as they are 

confirmed on Sunday, October 27.  Kaitlin second-

ed.  Motion carried. 

Pastor Ron report: Pastor Ron spent the month of 

September on medical leave following his surgery in 

Houston.  He is planning to be back in Warren on 

November 1.   

Jim made a motion to approve the Pastorsõ report.  

Kaitlin seconded.  Motion carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Stewardship:   

Creating a committee for a new pictorial  

directory. 

Worship & Evangelism:   

Requested a new heater and new Christmas 

tree for the narthex.  Jim will consider op-

tions for a heater.  Altar guild is planned 

through December. Choir will sing for Con-

firmation.  December 15 candlelight ser-

vice is being planned.  They would like to 

give away the oldest piano in the base-

ment, but it will be difficult to remove.  

First come, first served, but they are re-

sponsible for moving the piano.  

Property & Management:   

Members are looking into repair on the 

garbage disposal and wall paint discolora-

tion.  Thermostat will be left at 65 de-

grees in sanctuary once boiler repair has 

been finished. 

Kaitlin made a motion to approve the committee 

reports.  Jim seconded.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

 Projection Unit:  tabled until next month. 

 Basement Tables and Chairs:  Funds will 

come from WELCA and Project 2000.  Com-

mittee will form to decide on tables and 

chairs to purchase. 

New Business: 

 Youth director position:  Received one appli-

cation and will wait until next month to dis-

cuss. 

 Reimbursement for pulpit supply will be sub-

mitted to synod.   

Communion Servers:   

 Nov. 3:  Jim, Sharon, Mike       

 Nov. 17:  Kaitlin, Travis, Jim 

 

Kaitlin made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Mike seconded at 8:24 pm.  Motion carried.  Pas-

tor Janet closed in prayer.  Next meeting will be 

Tuesday, November 19, at 7 pm. 

   Respectfully submitted, 

    Kaitlin Barbosa 
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December Youth Newsletter  

December Acolytes 

5ŜŎ м ς /ŀŘŜƴ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ ϧ DŀōǊƛŜƭ CƛŜƭŘ 

5ŜŎ у ς /ŀƳƛ aŀƎƴǳǎǎƻƴ 
5ŜŎ мр ς !ǎƘƭŜȅ ϧ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 

5ŜŎ нн ς 9ǘƘŀƴ ½ǳǘȊ 

5ŜŎ нп ς aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ ϧ ½ƻŜ {ƭǳǎŀǊ 

5ŜŎ нф τ [ŀƴƛŜ hƭǎƻƴ 

Confirmation  

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ м τ фǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ  ммΥпр ŀƳ ƛƴ h{[ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎ п τ тǘƘ ϧ уǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ  пΥол ǇƳ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΤ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜǎ с-мн ŀǘ h{[ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΦ   

 

Youth Notes 

+The Youth will make Christmas goodies at OSL at 

4:30 pm on Wednesday, Dec 4, and sell them on San-

ta Day, Saturday, Dec 7 to raise funds for the Marshall 

County Sharing Tree project and/or the Warren Food 

Shelf. 

+All youth grades 9-12 are invited to attend the Sr. 

High Youth Gathering on February 22-23 at Luther 

Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria. Please contact 

Heather or Pastor Janet if youõre interested!! 

 

If you would like to add more meaning and enjoyment  to 

the Christmas season, here are a few suggestions: 

§ Spend some time visiting an older relative or an ac-

quaintance. It can be lonely at this time of year when 

many friends and loved ones have passed on or live 

farther away. Give the gift of your time and caring per-

sonality!! Bring treats! 

§ If you have a little extra money, purchase a gift for one 

of the sharing trees set up at banks and other locations 

in the community. You could also help with wrapping 

and assembling the gift baskets for the less fortunate, 

which wouldnõt cost a thing!    Contact Stacey Urbaniak 

soon at MCSS (745-5124) if you have time to help out. 

§ Invite a friend to go to church on Christmas Eve or to 

join you at the Christmas Candlelight service at 7 pm on 

Dec 15th. Youõre always welcome to bring friends, and 

sometimes a friend can experience loneliness or sad-

ness, too. Invite them and offer to pick them up!! Youõll 

be blessed by this, too. 

 

 

 

 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 

The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where 

He lay; the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.         

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky;     

and stay by my side until morning is nigh.  

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay    

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.       

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

and take us to Heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
{ƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎōƛōƭŜŎŀƳǇΦŎƻƳ 

ǇŀǊƪǊƛǾŜǊōƛōƭŜŎŀƳǇΦƻǊƎ 

ǿǿǿΦƻǳǊǎŀǾƛƻǊǎ-ƳŜƭƻΦƻǊƎ 

 

ƻǎƭȅƻǳǘƘϪƻǳǊǎŀǾƛƻǊǎ-ƳŜƭƻΦƻǊƎ 
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