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From the Pastor

:Advent Leads to Christmas

i As | write the
reven Thanksgiving, and the stores are filled
1with Christmas wonder. Evergreen trees,

! Christmas lights, ornaments, and figurines of
+all sorts line the aisles.

i As you walk through your neighborhood
1and as you walk through the stores, look for the
!'signs of Christmas. Which ones point to the
:coming of the Christ Child? Which ones point
;away from Him?
i Advent is from a Latin word that means
'ocomingo During
blrth of Jesus, salvation, and the coming of
eternal life. We focus on His coming as a baby
.and His return when Jesus will come to earth
1again someday.
: Luke 1:31 -33 speaks
;nouncement to Mary:
;and give birth to a son, and you will name him
1Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
1 Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
! Him the throne of His father, David, and He will
relgn over the house of Jacob forever; His king-
dom will have no end. o

i The Scriptures tell us that Jesus will be

glven athrone - He will reign and His kingdom
WI|| never end. His kingdom is born in each one
of us as we welcome His coming. How can you
I ook forward to Jesus?d

i As you decorate your house for Christ-

:mas, look for things that point to Christ. For
; example, point out the star at the top of the

i tree. The evergreen tree points to the gift of
ieternal life. Christmas cards and letters an-

1nounce the coming and birth of a king.

: In the busy and often hectic days of the
; holidays, pray that the Holy Spirit will fill your

i heart and life with Christ. Center the holiday
1activities around the spiritual richness of
!'Christ.

; Regularly worship with the entire family.
1 Invite neighbors and friends to the many ser-
1vices in December which point us to Christ.
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: Fill your cup this Advent
;and Christmas with spiritual food
1 which will satisfy.

! See you in worship!
1
i Pastor Janet Warnes
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Christmas Letter from the Pastor

OFor to us a child is born, to us
ﬁ&, and the government will be on his shoulders.
unTo us
a Child is ok And He will be called Wonderful Counselor,

O.IlT_OU§
SERREE Mi ghty God, Everlasting Father, Pri

4 Isaiah 9:6

A blessed Christmas to you and your loved ones.
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This year as you gather with family and friends we are reminded of the great gift we have :

in Jesus Christ. Christmas is always a special time of year. We are captivated by the lights, the |
music, the smell of fresh pine, the smell of cookies baking, and the nativity scenes. It is easy to |
become overwhelmed and overbooked with holiday parties, shopping expeditions, and holiday [
|gatherings. I would invite you to take just a few minutes each day and focus your thoughts and |
| prayers on Christ. :
I

I

I

I

I

I
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| Christ is present with and for us this Christmas Season. Each one of the Advent Services,
IChristmas Programs, and Christmas Services are designed to lead us further into the meaning
| that this beautiful season has.

| Pause, even as you read this Christmas letter, to celebrate Christ in your midst. Jesus comes
Ito us through the Word and Sacrament. Jesus comes to us through family and friends. Jesus
| comes to us through the beautiful Christmas carols of the season.

Jesus comes to you. He knows our need and our concerns. He carries them for us. He opens
| for us the way to experience His eternal presence.

I May your Christmas be blessed by the presence of the Christ - Child. Pastor Janet

Decemberst 1stSunday i n Advent Deceberdp (comtt) 6
9:00 am Worship at Melo with Holy Communion  7:00 pm Annual Candleli
10:00 am Melo Coffee Fellodviluiggunday School — Service at OSL featuring [RAYCKIRE TR
9:30 amNo OSL Sunday School or Adult Bible StudyDSL/Melo Choir & others
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9:00 am Worship at Melo / Sunday School Program
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Our Saviorodés Lutheran
October 2019 Meeting

The October 22, 2019, OSL Council meeting was
called to order at 7:05 pm by Sharon Nelson. Pastor

Janet opened with a devotion and prayer.

Present

Sharon Nelson, Jim Duckstad, Amanda Liebersbach,
Kaitlin Barbosa

Absent Tony Johnson, Travis Hanel, Mike Miller

This monthdéds agenda and
minutes:

Jim made a motion and Kaitlin seconded to approve
the previous mont hds min
tion carried.

Treasurerds Report:

Generous offering in September and nothing out of
ordinary for expenses. Expenses for pulpit supply
will be reimbursed through the synod. Discussion
on moving council meeting to third Tuesday instead
of first Tuesday so that we will have bank state-

ments that can be reconciled.

Pastorsd Report
Due to medical leave, most visitations were done by
phone call. There is an upcoming wedding on Octo-
ber 26 and 6 baptisms coming up. There was one
funeral and one more scheduled. The National
Youth Gathering will take place in 2021 in Minneap-
olis.
Jim made a motion to receive into adult member-
ship Patrick Maruska and Lindsey Bring as they are
confirmed on Sunday, October 27. Kaitlin second-
ed. Motion carried.
Pastor Ron report: Pastor Ron spent the month of
September on medical leave following his surgery in
Houston. He is planning to be back in Warren on
November 1.
Jim made a motion to app
Kaitlin seconded. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:

Stewardship

Creating a committee for a new pictorial

directory.

Worship & Evangelism:

Requested a new heater and new Christmas
tree for the narthex. Jim will consider op-
tions for a heater. Altar guild is planned

OSL/MELO FAITH COGINEN

Church Counci l
Mi nut es

through December. Choir will sing for Con-

firmation. December 15 candlelight ser-
vice is being planned. They would like to
give away the oldest piano in the base-
ment, but it will be difficult to remove.
First come, first served, but they are re-

sponsible for moving the piano.
Property & Management:
Members are looking into repair on the
garbage disposal and wall paint discolora-
tion. Thermostat will be left at 65 de-
grees in sanctuary once boiler repair has
been finished.
Kaitlin made a motion to approve the committee
reports. Jim seconded. Motion carried.
Old Business:

Projection Unit: tabled until next month.

Basement Tables and Chairs: Funds will
come from WELCA and Project 2000. Com-
mittee will form to decide on tables and

chairs to purchase.

New Business:
Youth director position: Received one appli-
cation and will wait until next month to dis-
Cuss.
Reimbursement for pulpit supply will be sub-
mitted to synod.

Communion Servers:
Nov. 3: Jim, Sharon, Mike
Nov. 17: Kaitlin, Travis, Jim

Kaitlin made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Mike seconded at 8:24 pm. Motion carried. Pas-
tor Janet closed in prayer. Next meeting will be

Tuesday, November 19, at 7 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Kaitlin Barbosa

Mo -
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December Youth Newsletter

December Acolytes
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Conflrrpatlon o o The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.
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The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
| love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sk
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
mwill make Christmas goodies at OSL at B
e near me, Lord Jesus, | ask Thee to sta
4:30 pm on Wednesday, Dec 4, and sell them on San Close by me forever. and love me. | ora y
ta Day, Saturday, Dec 7 to raise funds for the Marshal y S » L pray.
County Sharing Tree project and/or the Warren Food  Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
Shelf. and take us to Heaven to live with Thee ther
+All youth grades 912 are invited to attend the Sr.
High Youth Gathering on February 223 at Luther {A0S8S3 (2 KSfL) é2dz a Ay
Crest Bible Camp in Alexandri®lease contact LI Kt 2406A6F SOF YLJ v
Heat her or Pastor Janet LIk NJ NRA GSNBAGE SOF Y NE
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If you would like to add more meaning and enjoyment to _
the Christmas season, here are a few suggestions 2V
§ Spend some time visiting an older relative or an ac-
quaintance. It can be lonely at this time of year when :;
many friends and loved ones have passed on or live G
farthe_r awa)_l. Give the gift of your time and caring per- 25f 82 dzii KX-¥ 8ANA o HNE
sonality!! Bring treats!
§ If you have a little extra money, purchase a gift for one
of the sharing trees set up at banks and other locations
in the community. You could also help with wrapping
and assembling the gift baskets for the less fortunate,
which wouldndt cost a thi i ak
soon at MCSS (74%124) if you have time to help out.
§ Invite a friend to go to church on Christmas Eve or to
join you at the Christmas Candlelight service at 7 pm ol
Dec 15th. Youdre always v d
sometimes a friend can experience loneliness or sad-
ness, too. Invite them ar oud
be blessed by this, too.
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